July 28, 2024

serres @ crHurcH

Sermon Title: Cursing the Tree

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live

differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and how
did it go?

This week’s scripture:

Mark 11: 1-25

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 3 If anyone asks you, “"Why are you doing this2’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it
back here shortly.””

4They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 3 some
people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt2” ¢ They answered as Jesus
had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others
spread branches they had cut in the fields.  Those who went ahead and those who followed
shouted,

“Hosanna!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but
since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree and Clears the Temple Courts

12The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. '3 Seeing in the distance a fig
tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but
leaves, because it was not the season for figs. ¥ Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat
fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches
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of those selling doves, ' and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple
courts. 7 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of
prayer for all nations’ 2 But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.” ”

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill
him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.

1 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

20 |n the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 2! Peter
remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

22 "Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 22 “Truly | tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,
throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will
happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold
anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your
sins.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures):

e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e How does reading a chapter like this make you feel about Jesus? Cursing the fig tree,
and drive people out of the temple with whips. Does it make you feel safe, fearful,
reverence, or something else?

e Living pretty lives on the outside but fruitless lives on the inside causes us to be at odds
with Jesus, what one step can you take to be more fruitful in your discipleship?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests
and then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group,
and for encouragement in the week ahead.
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