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Sermon Title: Dinner with Jesus 
 
 
Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
This week’s scriptures:  
 
Mark 2:13-17 

“Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach 
them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating 
with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the 
law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his 
disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Luke 5:27-31 

“After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 
others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to 
their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can 
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures): 
 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 
passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• Why do you think Jesus called Levi (later Matthew), a despised tax collector who forced 
his fellow Israelites to pay inflated taxes, to be one of his disciples? Why pick someone 
so despised and crooked? 

• Reading both Mark and Luke's account of the same story, how would you describe Jesus' 
approach to Levi? Permissive? Punitive? Something altogether different than either, and if 
so, what? 

• John 1:14 says that Jesus came full of "grace and truth".  Grace for our sin, but truth 
about our sin.  Are you more of a grace person or a truth person?  What is important 
about each?  

Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
 
Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging parts of your conversation to 
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, 
and for encouragement in the week ahead. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV

