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Faith In The Fire

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live differently
or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and how did it go?

This Week’s Scriptures:

Daniel 3:19-30

“Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward
them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 2° and commanded some
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into
the blazing furnace. 2' So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were
bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so
hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 22 and
these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren't there
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire2”

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”

25 He said, “Look! | see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth
looks like a son of the gods.”

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a
hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has
sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were
willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 22 Therefore |
decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other
god can save in this way.”

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.”
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:

e  What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this passage?
e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e  What helped Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stay faithful, even when they didn’t know if
God would rescue them? How does their faith challenge or inspire you?

e What is a “fire” you have faced, or are facing now, and how have you seen God's presence in
it2 If you are still in it, what helps you keep trusting Him?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how might God
want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who
might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and
then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to Jesus. Thank
God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for
encouragement in the week ahead.
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