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Sermon Title: Hard Sayings 
 

 
Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
This week’s scriptures:  

Mark 10:13-45 

People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I 
tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

The Rich and the Kingdom of God 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God!” 

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
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26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 
possible with God.” 

28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as 
much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with 
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the 
last first.” 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 

32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were 
astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told 
them what was going to happen to him. 33 “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the 
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will mock him and spit on 
him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 

The Request of James and John 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you 
to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

39 “We can,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those 
for whom they have been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be 
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first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can 
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures): 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 
passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• Mark is strategic about how he arranges the stories in his gospel.  How do the stories of 
the little children, rich young ruler, and the request of James and John found in chapter 
10 relate to each other?  How do they help interpret each other? 

• Why did the rich young man ask the question in verse 17? 
• Why is it so hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven? 
• In choosing to walk away from Jesus, what does the rich young man gain?  What does 

he lose? 

Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
 
Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging parts of your conversation to 
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, 
and for encouragement in the week ahead. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV

