Feb 2, 2025

setrres @ cHurcH

Stepping on Dollars to Pick Up Pennies

Icebreaker Question: If you were Noah, which animal would you have left off the ark?

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live differently
or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and how did it go?

Scriptures:
Philippians 3:1-11

“Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to
you again, and it is a safequard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators
of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though | myself have reasons for such
confidence.

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have more: 5 circumcised on
the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the
law, a Pharisee; © as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.

7 But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, | consider
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake |
have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ 2 and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 1 want to know Christ—yes, to know the
power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ' and so,
somehow, attaining fo the resurrection from the dead.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:

e  What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this passage?
e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Pastor Scott describes living sacrificially as letting go of good things so we can experience
God's better things. Have you experienced this in your life2 How might God be prompting you
to do that in this season?
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e  What is one small sacrifice you might practice this week so that you can experience more of
Jesus’ freedom, courage, and joy in your life?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how might God
want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who
might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and
then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to Jesus. Thank
God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for
encouragement in the week ahead.



