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The Body Of Christ

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live differently
or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and how did it go?

Scriptures:
1 Corinthians 12:4-30

“4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 3 There are different kinds of
service, but the same Lord. ¢ There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work.

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. & To one there is given
through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, ' to another
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking
in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. " All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

Unity and Diversity in the Body

12 Jyst as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ. '3 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles,
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. * Even so the body is not made up of one
part but of many.

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,” it would not for
that reason stop being part of the body. '® And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 7 If the whole body
were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the
sense of smell be? '8 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. '? If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many
parts, but one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “l don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t
need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are

indispensable, 22 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no
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special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked
it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 22 And God has placed in the
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of
helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 22 Are all apostles? Are all prophetse Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles2 39 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tonguese Do alll
interprete”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:

e  What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this passage?
e What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Based on this text, what would you say are the essential ingredients of a biblical church?

e Why is verse 12 a good illustration of verse 132 What are the challenges in living this out2

e Describe yourself as a part of the body of Christ (eye, ear, hands, feet, etc). Why did you
choose that parte

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how might God
want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who
might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and
then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to Jesus. Thank
God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for
encouragement in the week ahead.



