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The Dignity of Responsibility

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s discussion... How did you live
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this weeke What did
you do and how did it go?

Scriptures:

Luke 1:39-56

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 49 where she
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 4' When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why
am | so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me2 4 As soon as the sound of your
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 43 Blessed is she who has
believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

Mary’s Song
46 And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
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remembering to be merciful
55to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e In your own words, what does Mary say Jesus does in her song (v. 46-56)2

e  Why do you think Mary went to Elizabeth's house2 Why stay for three months?2

e  What things did Mary and Elizabeth do that are important to you and why are they
important to you?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests
and then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group,
and for encouragement in the week ahead.



