
Sept 15, 2024 

 1 

 
 
 

Sermon Title: The Hall Closet 
 

 
Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture… How did you live 
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this week?  What did you do and how 
did it go? 
 
This week’s scriptures:  

Matthew 26:17-35, 69-75  

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed 
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?” 

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of 
Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
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30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 

34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown 
me three times.” 

35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other 
disciples said the same. 

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were 
with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the people 
there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of 
them; your accent gives you away.” 

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before 
the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Matthew 27:1-10   

Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans how to 
have Jesus executed. 2 So they bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate the 
governor. 

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 
remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have 
sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 
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“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 

5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, 
since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial 
place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what 
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price 
set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord 
commanded me.” 

John 21 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this 
way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 
they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard 
him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 
jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 
many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

Jesus Reinstates Peter 
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15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself 
and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the 
one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to 
betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must 
follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple would not 
die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until 
I return, what is that to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his 
testimony is true. 

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that 
even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 

 
Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions each week so that we can 
practice using the same tools over time as we examine different scriptures): 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this 
passage? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2025&version=NIV
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• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 
 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 
 

• Jesus could have exposed Judas’ plan to betray him and blasted him for it in front of 
all the other disciples, but instead what does Jesus do?  Why does he do this? 
 

• Compare Judas’ response to his sin of betraying Jesus to Peter’s response to his sin of 
denying Jesus.  What are all the differences?  What do those differences teach us? 

 
Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, how 
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this 
next week? Who might you share this with? 
 
Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests 
and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging parts of your conversation to 
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, 
and for encouragement in the week ahead. 


