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Icebreaker Question: In a sentence or two, share a favorite fall tradition (maybe something
from your childhood, maybe a family tradition, maybe a new tradition you're starting this year).

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s discussion... How did you live
differently or practice what we talked about in your life this weeke What did

you do and how did it go?
Scriptures:

Matthew 5:1-10, 21-26, 38-47

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples

came to him, 2and he began to teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
> Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
" Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
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19Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘'You shall not murder, and anyone

who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But | tell you that anyone who is angry with a
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister,
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire
of hell.

23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or

sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.

25 "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are

still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge
may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly | tell you, you will
not get out until you have paid the last penny.

38 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 3% But | tell you, do not

resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek
also. 42 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you,
and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies

43"You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbors and hate your enemy.’ 44 But | tell you,

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, #® that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. 4 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23278i
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Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

e What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?

e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

e  What do you find most challenging for you personally in the verses we read?

Sermon Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Has there been a time when you have hurt someone, but they "turned the other cheek"
and forgave you? How did that affect you?

e Have you ever been hurt but "turned the other cheek" and forgave that person? How did
that affect you?

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how
might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this
next week? Who might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests
and then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to
Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group,
and for encouragement in the week ahead.



