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Radical Love

Ice-breaker Question: Have you ever won a contest?

Opening Prayer: Jesus, help us see people in the way You do. We’re listening.
Show us who needs welcome, not distance.

Practice Reflection Questions:

What stands out from your prayer or journaling time this week? Did you pursue
a nudge or prompt to action? What did you do and how did it go? Did your
family try the family practice? How did that go?

This Week’s Scripture:
Luke 8:40-56

“Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting
him. ¥ Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’
feet, pleading with him to come to his house #*?because his only daughter, a qirl
of about twelve, was dying.

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 4 And a woman was
there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal
her. #She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and
immediately her bleeding stopped.

¥ “\Who touched me?” Jesus asked.

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and
pressing against you.”
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46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; | know that power has gone out from

”

me.

“Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and
fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched
him and how she had been instantly healed. 8 Then he said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

49 \While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the
synagogque leader. *Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher
anymore.”

S0Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be
healed.”

"When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him
except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 32 Meanwhile,
all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She
is not dead but asleep.”

53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. %*But he took her by the
hand and said, “My child, get up!” ®*Her spirit returned, and at once she stood
up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. ®®Her parents were
astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and
discuss the following (note: we use the same scripture reflection questions
each week so that we can practice using the same tools over time as we
examine different scriptures)

e \What do we learn about God’s story in this passage?

¢ \What do we learn about our story in this passage?

Talk:
e \When have you felt out of place, and who made room for you in a way
that helped you feel you belonged?
e \Where do you currently feel confident and connected, and where do you
feel overlooked or worn down?
e \Who in your everyday life sits outside your usual circles and could use
simple welcome or presence this week?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%208&version=NIV
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Action Plan:
Review the action prompt below, share any initial ideas of how you might
pursue this practice this week.

e \WWho is already around you but not already close?

e Choose one normal space this week (break room, sideline, classroom,
lobby, gym, coffee line). Make room for whoever is there with you by
inviting them into your table or conversation, asking a real question and
waiting long enough to hear an honest answer, staying present longer
than politeness requires, or sharing a bit of your own story.

No fixing. No matching. No managing personalities. Just making room with

Jesus’ posture: Come sit. You matter here.

Closing Group Prayer:

Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and then
praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your
conversation to Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the conversation
shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement for the week
ahead.



