Aug 10, 2025

setrres @ cHurcH

Honest Prayer

Opening Question: Looking back to last week’s sermon and scripture... How did you live differently
or practice what we talked about in your life this week? What did you do and how did it go?

This Week’s Scriptures:

Daniel 9:1-9

“In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the

Babylonian kingdom— 2in the first year of his reign, |, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would
last seventy years. 3 So | turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

4| prayed to the LORD my God and confessed:

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep
his commandments, 3 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we
have turned away from your commands and laws. ¢ We have not listened to your servants the
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of
the land.

7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have
scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. @ We and our kings, our princes and our ancestors
are covered with shame, LORD, because we have sinned against you. ? The Lord our God is merciful
and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:

e  What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this passage?
e  What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NIV
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Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

e Do you find it easy or difficult to be honest in prayer? Why?
e When is it hardest to praise God?
e  What prayer practices have influenced how you pray? Is there one you'd like to try2

Closing Question and Application: Given what we've discussed together today, how might God
want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of your community this next week? Who
might you share this with?

Closing group prayer: Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing prayer requests and
then praying together for each other. Take the challenging parts of your conversation to Jesus. Thank
God for the time together, the conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for
encouragement in the week ahead.



