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The Heart of Ministry 

 

Welcome to Winter 2026 BelPres Community Groups! 

Introduction Questions:  Share your name, what part of town you live in, how 
long you’ve been a part of your community group, and a highlight of the last 
month or so. 

Practice Reflection Questions: 
What stands out from your prayer or journaling time this week?  Did you pursue 
a nudge or prompt to action?  What did you do and how did it go?  Did your 
family try the family practice?  How did that go? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________  

This Week’s Scripture:     

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

“Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. 
What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We 
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an 
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in 
what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as 
some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
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of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and 
discuss the following: 

• What do we learn about God’s story in this passage?  
• What do we learn about our story in this passage? 

Sermon Reflection Questions:  Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the 
following: 

• What are our two core motivations for sharing the gospel? 
• What is the one extraordinary thing Paul teaches us that we must be 

willing to do for God in sharing the gospel? 

Closing Question and Application:  Given what we’ve discussed together today, 
how might God want you to apply these learnings to your life or in the life of 
your community this next week? Who might you share this with? 

Closing group prayer:  Spend a few minutes together in your group sharing 
prayer requests and then praying together for each other.  Take the challenging 
parts of your conversation to Jesus. Thank God for the time together, the 
conversation shared, the other people in the group, and for encouragement in 
the week ahead. 

 


