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A new year brings reflection, and
opportunity. As driver education enters
2026, schools across the country are
navigating change while staying grounded
in the same core mission: preparing safe,
confident drivers.

Over the past few years, the industry has
seen a steady shift toward hybrid learning
models, clearer parent communication,
and more streamlined operations. These
changes haven’t replaced instructors,
they’ve reinforced how essential human
guidance, patience, and judgment remain
behind the wheel.

This marks the first issue of The Road Ahead, a new newsletter dedicated to
supporting driver education nationwide. Our goal is simple: share insights,

resources, and updates that help schools, instructors, students, and families
navigate the year ahead with confidence.
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Driver Education in 2026:
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Moving Forward

Welcome to the First Issue
of The Road Ahead
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Across the country, driving schools are
continuing to adapt to changing student
expectations and evolving state requirements.
Many programs are placing a stronger
emphasis on clear communication, flexible
instruction formats, and consistency across
instructors. While delivery methods may differ
by region, one theme remains constant:
schools that focus on preparation, structure,
and student confidence are seeing smoother
instruction and better outcomes.

“Strong driver education isn’t about changing
everything; it’s about doing the fundamentals

well, consistently.”

3 Practical Ways to Save
Time Without Sacrificing
Quality

1. Set expectations
before the first drive
Start every lesson with a
brief outline of what the
student will practice.
Clear expectations
reduce anxiety and keep
lessons focused.

2. Use consistent
language across
instructors
When schools align
terminology and
instruction cues,
students progress faster
and feel less confused
during testing.

3. End each lesson with
one clear takeaway
Instead of
overwhelming students
with corrections, leave
them with one
improvement point they
can focus on before the
next session.

💡 Instructor Tip:
Students remember
clarity more than
correction. Simple
guidance builds
confidence faster.
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Industry Snapshot
What we’re seeing across driver
education

 
Instructor
Insights

Looking Ahead...
As this newsletter grows, we’ll begin
highlighting driving schools, instructors, and
programs from across the country. Our
goal is to share real-world experiences and
practical ideas that support driver
education nationwide.
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 July 26, 2026
 Raleigh, NC

Learn More

We’d love to hear what topics you’re interested in learning more about, including:

Instructor strategies & teaching techniques 
Student confidence and readiness 
Parent communication 
Industry trends & compliance updates 
Business operations and sustainability

Share your ideas with us: support@teachsafe.com
 

 April 19-21, 2026
 Baltimore, MD

Learn More

ADTSEA Southeast
Region Annual

Conference

📅  February 19, 2026
📍 Charlotte, NC

Learn More

Lifesavers Conference
on Roadway Safety

ADTSEA 2026 National
Conference

📅
📍

📅

📍
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Road-Ready Mindset: Confidence Behind
the Wheel

Learning to drive can be stressful for students
and parents alike. Confidence builds through
preparation, patience, and consistent
practice, not perfection.
Encouraging calm communication, focused
practice sessions, and realistic expectations
helps new drivers feel more in control and
better prepared for testing.

This newsletter was created to support driver
education nationwide, and we want it to

reflect what matters most to you.

Quick Resources
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Student & Parent Corner

Help Shape Future Issues
of The Road Ahead

Upcoming
Industry
Events

Road-Test
Confidence Tips

First-Time Driver
Essentials

Click Here

Reduce anxiety
and build focus

Click Here

What every new
driver should have

(Future issues may feature reader-submitted questions and topics.)

Winter Driving
Prep Checklist

Quick tips for cold-
weather driving

Click Here

Brought to you by 

https://www.adtsea.org/annual-conference.phtml
mailto:support@teachsafe.com
mailto:support@teachsafe.com
mailto:support@teachsafe.com
https://lifesaversconference.org/
https://www.seradtsea.org/#conference
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YBRPK8NmFW-SG8d5OgysfMjpcPJmSjU6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RJSH7MhzTJKmep3hB-5zElKgAHLBDB2Y/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xq56KLuCYTWHQwfxXP6WMRT7VRFYvym4/view?usp=drive_link

