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NEWS /ANNOUNCEMENTS

2026 CLERGY APPOINTMENTS

As announced last weekend, Fr Damien has been appointed
Parish Priest of Manilla and Administrator of Barraba. Fr
Paul Chandler will be the Administrator of the Cathedral
Parish, effective 5 January 2026. Bishop Murphy has also
made the following appointments:

NAME APPOINTED AS TOWN WITH EFFECT FROM
Fr Vic lgnacio MS Parish Priest West Tamworth 12th January, 2026
Fr 5aji Kappikuzhi RC) Parish Priest Moree/Mungindi 12th January, 2026

Fr John Pereira Assistant Priest  Moree 5th January, 2026

THANKS FROM FR DAMIEN

My very sincere thanks to everyone who dropped by on
Wednesday afternoon. It was such an honour to receive
your very gracious thanks and to be able to thank you
for your support and care over these past 26 months. As
I mentioned on Wednesday, these months have not been
without their challenges, but the kindness of you, the
very good people of God in Armidale has been more of
a blessing to me that you will ever know. While I am sad
to be leaving you all, I do so promising that I will con-
tinue to pray for you and I also ask for your prayers
please. You are welcome to come and visit me in Manil-
la or Barraba any time. God bless, Fr D.

Fr Juvi Coronel Administrator Inverell 5th January, 2026

Fr Damien Locke Parish Priest Manilla /Barraba Sth January, 2026

Fr Paul Chandler Administrator Cathedral Armidale  5th January, 2026

Fr Antony Vattakkunnel CMI Administrator Wee Waa 21st February, 2026

Fr Mario Mendoza LRMS Assistant Priest  Gunnedah 7th February, 2026

FR DAMIEN | as we are now aware that Fr Damien is leaving
the parish, we are very grateful for his time here in Armidale
would like to offer him a testimonial. Envelopes are available
over the next two weekends and can be placed on the collection
plates.

CHRISTMAS LITURGY ROSTERS | we are now putting
rosters together for the Christmas Masses. There is a roster in
the Cathedral foyer. Please register your name against your
available/preferred ministry & Mass time.

CATECHISTS 2026

Would you like to join our Catechists team for 2026 and make a
difference to the lives of children in our State Primary Schools?
Are you called to be a disciple to spread the mission of God?
Can you spare an hour a week as a Catechist or an Assistant?
Please contact Kerry Steller or Tina Clarke at the Parish Office
on 67722218 for further information.

CLEANING ROSTER FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
Volunteers are needed over the December/January period.
There is a roster in the Cathedral foyer. Please add your name
alongside the week/date that you are available to help. If you
would further information, please contact Tina in the Parish
Office 67722218.

CATHEDRAL CHOIR REHEARSALS FOR CHRISTMAS
Saturday 13, 11am in the Cathedral.

FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS DEVOTION

Marian devotion on the first Saturday of each month . Next
gathering this Saturday 3rd January 2026 at 9.30am, imme-
diately after the 9am Mass in the Cathedral.

FISHERS OF MEN PRAYER GROUP | meets in the Parish
Meeting Room, Mondays 7:30 - 9:30 pm. For enquiries contact
Nirmal on 0430871064 .

HOLY FACE DEVOTION | Tuesday’s at 5:45 pm in the Par-
ish Prayer Room (formerly Adoration Chapel).

CATHEDRAL PARISH ADORATION PROGRAM

8am - 8pm Monday-Friday and then Friday from 8pm - Satur-
day 8am - a total of 72 hours a week. Rosters are managed by
the Sisters of the Immaculata who can be contacted at:
armidaleadoration@gmail.com

BLUE BUCKET APPEAL

The St Vincent de Paul Society will be
holding a Blue Bucket Appeal to support
the Vinnies Christmas Appeal at all Sun-
day Masses this weekend We will collect
cash and a machine will be available for electronic do-
nations. All donations from the Masses will be spent
locally to supply food hampers, vouchers, assistance
with bills and other expenses to our needy in the Armi-
dale Community over the Christmas period.

Envelopes at the back of the Cathedral can be used for
those wishing to claim a tax deduction.

IMMACULATA MISSION SCHOOL 2026

What is it? A wonderful opportunity to grow in faith through
daily Mass, Adoration and times of prayer, fantastic Catholic
speakers (including international speakers Steve and Katey
Norman from Renewal Ministries), share groups, fun activi-
ties, friendship and lots more.

What is the theme? "Our Father" - join us and go deeper in
God’s goodness and love!

When is it? 1-7 Jan for youth and adults (14 years and up); 1-
5 Jan for married couples and families (includes children's
ministry)

Where is it? Armidale, NSW

For costs, more information and to register visit:
www.immaculata.org.au/ims

Registrations close 23rd December.

ADIG

Thank you for your support in 2025.
We wish you and your loved ones a
Blessed Advent and a Holy Christmas.

Welcome home

Go our beautiful Cathedral of Saints (Dary and Josepb this

AS

Carols in the Cathedra.l 17 December, 6pm
Christmas Lessons & Carols 20 December, 7.30pm
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel

First Vespers of Christmas

Christmas Vigil Mass

with a focus for Families and Children

| Christmas Night Mass

§ Christmas Morning Mass

Christmas Day Mass E
)ﬂw

24 December, spm
24 December 6pm

24 December, 10.30pm
25 December, 8.00am

Third Week of Advent: Joy

Francis served as Deacon and preached on the mystery of
Christmas. From this time on the custom of crib-making to
express the Christian sentiments of Bethlehem grew in
popularity.

Friends, we've lit the can-
dles of hope and peace.
Now, as we enter the third
week of Advent, the theme
shifts to Joy, often called

Gaudete Sunday (Rejoice

Sunday). This is the Sun- <7 e - =

day of gladness, as we = % S
realize Christmas is drawing near. We light the third T :

candle, the pink one, to symbolize this rising joy, a joy ) Qo

that comes from God, not worldly things, the same joy D4

Mary felt, the same gladness of the angels. This week, | (O

we anticipate the fulfillment of God's promises as we
prepare for Jesus' arrival.
Who will YOU invite to Christmas Mass this year ?

LOOK UP this fascinating website
www.bethlehemstar.net

Let us pray: Gracious God, as we light the third candle
of joy, fill our hearts with gladness. May we share this
joy and hope with all people, especially those in need, as
we await the coming of Jesus. Amen.

ORIGINS of the CHRISTMAS CRIB
ADVENT RerLECTION GROUP
With Sem. Allem Alba

On the Joyful Mysteries

Thursdays of December

St. Francis spent the Christmas of 1223 at Grecchio in
the valley of Rieti, Italy where he formulated the idea of
building a crib. He said: "I would like to make a memori-
al of the Child Jesus who was born at Bethlehem and

in some way behold with bodily eyes the hardships of
His infant state, lying on hay in a manger with the ox
and ass standing by."

Accordingly a "crib" was set up at the hermitage, and the
peasants crowded into Midnight Mass, at which St.

e 10:00am Morning Tea
. 10:30am Rosary
11:00am Reflection

12:00pm Mass

e = All Welcome!
For registration andfur expression of interest, please contact Tina.
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