A Quick Note about William Morris

“...the chief source of art is man’s pleasure in his daily necessary work, which expresses itself and is embodied
in that work itself; nothing else can make the common surroundings of life beautiful..”

- William Morris
“The Worker’s Share of Art,”
Commonweal, Vol I, No. 3, April 1885, pp. 18

Morris believed art and social responsibility were intertwined. This conviction started as a student
at Oxford, where Morris joined a wave of Victorians looking to Medieval Romanticism to inspire
progressive politics. Morris was particularly drawn to John Ruskin’s architectural criticism in The
Stones of Venice, which argued that Gothic architecture embodies a joy in the work of its artisans
through its imperfection and its characteristic representations of nature. Therefore, the creation of
art in any medium should be a handmade endeavor because art uplifts its maker and community.

Morris put this belief to work throughout his career. In 1861, he co-founded the decorative arts
company, Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co., with six other artists. “The Firm” had two goals: to
restore decoration to the status of fine art and produce affordable, egalitarian work. They took on
apprentices from the grimly-named Industrial Home for Destitute Boys. Throughout his career,
Morris practiced numerous crafts, from silk dying to writing, under the tutelage of artisans
worldwide. Towards the end of his life, he found a home for his philosophies in Marxist political
activism.

Today, Morris’s ethos is buried beneath expensive replicas and [insert company] x William Morris &
Co. collaborations. I chose to “wallpaper” this portfolio with Morris’s publicly available work to
honor his philosophy: to always value slow, hand-crafted work and that all art belongs to all people.
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