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CHAPTER ON THE
BEGINNING OF
REVELATION




Hadith #1
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Al-Humaydi Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr narrated to us. He said: Sufyan narrated to us. He said: Yahya ibn Saeed
Al-Ansari narrated to us. He said: Muhammad ibn Ibrahim At-Taymi told us that he heard Algama ibn Waqqgas
Al-Laythi say: | heard Umar ibn Al-Khattab RA on the minbar and he said: | heard Allah's Messenger £ saying,
"The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will get the reward according to what he

has intended. So whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration was for what
he emigrated for."
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Hadith #2
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Abdullah ibn Yusuf narrated to us. He said Malik told us from Hisham ibn Urwah from his father from Aisha RA,
the mother of the believers that Al-Harith bin Hisham asked Allah's Messenger &2 “O Allah's Messenger !
How is the Divine Inspiration revealed to you?" Allah's Messenger £ replied, "Sometimes it is (revealed) like
the ringing of a bell, this form of Inspiration is the hardest of all and then this state passes off after | have
grasped what is inspired. Sometimes the Angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and | grasp

whatever he says." Aisha added: Verily | saw the Prophet & being inspired divinely on a very cold day and
noticed the sweat dropping from his forehead
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Hadith #3
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Yahya ibn Bukayr narrated to us. He said Al-Layth narrated to us from ibn Shihab from Urwah ibn Az-Zubayr
from Aisha RA, the mother of the believers that she said: The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to
Allah's Messenger #& was in the form of good dreams which came true like bright daylight, and then the love
of seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship
(Allah alone) continuously for many days before his desire to see his family. He used to take with him the
journey food for the stay and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food likewise again till suddenly
the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him and asked him to
read. The Prophet £ replied, 'l do not know how to read." The Prophet & added, "The angel caught me
(forcefully) and pressed me so hard that | could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked
me to read and | replied, 'I do not know how to read." Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me a
second time till | could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read but again
replied, 'l do not know how to read (or what shall | read)?' Thereupon he caught me for the third time and
pressed me, and then released me and said, 'Read in the name of your Lord, Who has created (all that exists),
created man from a clot. Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous." (96.1, 96.2, 96.3). Then Allah's Messenger
&2 returned with the Inspiration and with his heart beating severely. Then he went to Khadija bint Khuwailid
and said, "Cover me! Cover me!" They covered him till his fear was over and after that, he told her everything
that had happened and said, *l fear that something may happen to me." Khadija replied, "Never! By Allah, Allah
will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with your kith and kin, help the poor and the destitute, serve
your guests generously and assist the deserving calamity-afflicted ones.
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Hadith #3

Khadija then accompanied him to her cousin Waraga bin Naufal bin Asad bin 'Abdul 'Uzza, who, during the
pre-Islamic Period became a Christian and used to write the writing with Hebrew letters. He would write from
the Gospel in Hebrew as much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight.
Khadija said to Waraqga, "Listen to the story of your nephew, O my cousin!" Waraga asked, "O my nephew!
What have you seen?" Allah's Messenger & described whatever he had seen. Waraga said, "This is the same
one who keeps the secrets (angel Gabriel) whom Allah had sent to Moses. | wish | were young and could live
up to the time when your people would turn you out." Allah's Messenger &£ asked, "Will they drive me out?"
Waraqga replied in the affirmative and said, "Anyone who came with something similar to what you have
brought was treated with hostility, and if | should remain alive till the day when you will be turned out then |
would support you strongly." But after a few days, Waraqa died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for
a while.
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Ibn Shihab said and Abu Salamah ibn AbdulRahman told me that Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari - while talking
about the period of pause in revelation - said reporting the speech of the Prophet #&: "While | was walking, all
of a sudden | heard a voice from the sky. | looked up and saw the same angel who had visited me at the cave
of Hira' sitting on a chair between the sky and the earth. | got afraid of him and came back home and said,
"Wrap me (in blankets)." And then Allah revealed the following Holy Verses (of Quran): 'O you (i.e. Muhammad)!
wrapped up in garments!" Arise and warn (the people against Allah's Punishment),... up to 'and desert the idols.’
(74.1-5) After this, the revelation started coming strongly, frequently and regularly.”
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Hadith #1
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Ubaydullah ibn Musa narrated to us that he said that Handhalah ibn Abi Sufyan told us from Ikramah ibn
Khalid from Ibn 'Umar that Allah's Messenger #£ said: Islam was built on 5 things: to testify that none has the

right to be worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is Allah's Messenger, to establish the prayer, to give zakah,
to perform Hajj, and to fast during Ramadan
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Abdullah ibn Muhammad narrated to us that he said Abu Amir al-Agadi narrated to us that he said Sulayman
ibn Bilal narrated to us from Abdullah ibn Dinar from Abi Salih from Abu Huraira that the Prophet & said, "Faith
consists of more than sixty branches and modesty is a branch from the faith."
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Adam ibn Abi lyas narrated to us that he said that Shubah narrated to us from Abdullah ibn Abis-Safar and

Ismail from Ash-Shabi from 'Abdullah bin ‘Amr that the Prophet &£ said, "A Muslim is the one who avoids

harming Muslims with his tongue and hands. And a Muhajir (emigrant) is the one who abandons all that Allah
has forbidden.”
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Amr ibn Khalid narrated to us that he said Al-Layth narrated to us from Yazid from Abil-Khay from 'Abdullah
bin ‘Amr that a man asked the Prophet &£, “What qualities of Islam are best?" The Prophet &£ replied, “To feed
others and greet those whom you know and those whom you do not know."
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Musaddad narrated to us that he said Yahya narrated to us from Shubah from Qatadah from Anas that the
Prophet £ said, "None of you will have faith till he loves for his brother what he loves for himself."
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Abu Al-Yaman narrated to us that he said Shuayb told us that he said Abu Az-Zinad narrated to us from Al-
Araj from Abu Huraira that Allah's Messenger & said, "By Him in Whose Hands my life is, none of you will have
faith till he loves me more than his father and his children.”
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Hadith #1
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Abu Kamil Fudhayl ibn Husayn Al-Jahdary narrated to us that Hammad ibn Zayd narrated to us that Abu Imran
Al-Jawny narrated to us that he said: Abdullah ibn Rabah Al-Ansari wrote to me that Abdullah ibn Umar said: |
went to Allah's Messenger & in the morning and he heard the voice of two people who had an argumentation
with each other about a verse. Allah's Messenger &% came to us and the anger could be seen on his face. He
said: Verily, the people before you were ruined because of their disagreement regarding the Book. [Sahih
Muslim]
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Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah narrated to us that Hafs ibn Ghiyath and Yahya ibn Saeed narrated to us from ibn
Jurayj from Sulayman ibn Ateeq from Talq ibn Habeeb from Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays from Abdullah that Allah's

Messenger &% said: Ruined are those who go deeply into things and overburden themselves. He repeated this
thrice. [Sahih Muslim]
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Hadith #3
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Qutaybah ibn Sa'eed narrated to us that Jurayr narrated to us from Hisham ibn Urwah from his father that |
heard Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Aas say that Allah's Messenger &% said: Verily, Allah does not take away
knowledge by snatching it from the people but He takes away knowledge by taking away the scholars, until
when He leaves no learned person, people turn to the ignorant as their leaders; then they are asked to deliver

religious verdicts and they deliver them without knowledge, they go astray, and lead others astray. [Sahih
Muslim]
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Yahya ibn Ayyub, Qutaybah ibn Sa'eed, and ibn Hujr narrated to us that Ismail (meaning Ibn Jafar) narrated to
us from Al-A'laa from his father from Abu Huraira that Allah's Messenger #% said: He who calls to
righteousness, there will be reward for him like the rewards of those who adhered to it, without their rewards

being diminished in any respect. And he who calls to error, he shall have to carry its sin, like those who
committed it, without their sins being diminished in any respect. [Sahih Muslim]
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Abdallah b. ‘Amr reported God's messenger as saying, “Pass on information from me, even if it is only a verse
of the Qur'an; and relate traditions from the Bani Isra'il, for there is no restriction; but let him who deliberately
lies against me come to his abode in hell.” [Mishkat al-Masabih]
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Abu Huraira reported God's messenger as saying, “The people are mines like mines of gold and silver; the

best among them in the pre-Islamic period are the best among them in Islam when they are versed in the
religion.” [Mishkat al-Masabihl
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Anas reported God's messenger as saying, “The search for knowledge is an obligation laid on every Muslim,

but he who commits it to those who are unworthy of it is like one who puts necklaces of jewels, pearls and
gold on swine." [Mishkat al-Masabih]
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Hadith #1
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Al-Makki ibn Ibrahim narrated to us that Abdullah ibn Sa’id - lbn Abi Hind - told us from his father from lbn
Abbas that he said: The Prophet SAW said: "There are two blessings that many people are deceived into
losing: health and free time.” (Bukhari)
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Isma’il narrated to us and he said Malik narrated to me from Abu al-Zinad from al-A'raj from Abu Hurayrah that
Allah's Messenger SAW said: The (Hell) Fire is surrounded by all kinds of desires and passions, while Paradise
is surrounded by all kinds of disliked undesirable things. (Bukhari)
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Qutayba ibn Sa'ld narrated to us that AbdulAziz - meaning Al-Darawardi - narrated to us from al-‘Ala’ from his
father from Abu Hurayrah that he said: The Prophet SAW said: The world is a prison for a believer and Paradise
for a non-believer. (Muslim)
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Abu al-Walid narrated to us that Mahdi narrated to us from Ghaylan from Anas that he said: "You people
commit sins which seem in your eyes more minute than hair, while we used to consider those (very deeds)
during the lifetime of the Prophet SAW as destructive sins.” (Bukhari)
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Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said: No
believing servant has tears come out of his eyes, even if they are as small as the head of a fly, out of the fear

of Allah, and they touch any part of his face, except that Allah will make the fire of Hell forbidden for him." (Ibn
Majah)
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: "When your leaders are the best of you, the richest
are the most generous among you, and your affairs are consulted among you, then the surface of the earth is

better for you than its belly. And when your leaders are the worst of you, the richest are the stingiest among

you, and your affairs are referred to your women, then the belly of the earth is better for you than its surface.”
(Tirmidhi)
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Definition & Subject Matter

‘Ulum: sciences

Hadith: a statement, action, tacit approval, or characteristic attributed to the Prophet £

2 main branches: Science of Hadith Transmission and Science of Understanding Hadith

« 2 components to every hadith: the chain of transmission (aix) and the text of the hadith (,is)
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Preservation & Compilation

* 4 stages of preservation and compilation:
o The Era of the Prophet &
o The Era of the Companions RA
o The Era of the Successors RA

o The Era of structured or formal compilation
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Hadith According to Strength/Weakness

e 2 broad categories: s =
Accepted (Not accepted)

o Accepted
o Not Accepted

* The accepted ahadith break down into 4 types:
o 4ilA) xizus (Sahih Li Dhatihi)
o 0yid xizus (Sahih Li Ghayrihi)
o ajl3J (a3 (Hasan Li Dhatihi)
o o3&} (uin> (Hasan Li Ghayrihi)

e The ahadith that are not accepted break down into 1type: | W

o k_Q.:.ELtz; (Da‘Tf)
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Hadith According to Strength/Weakness

” -
e Sahih - a narration with a continuous chain of narrators all % o | J\.-.a.::\

the way to the Prophet &%, consisting of upright and

accurate narrators that is not contradictory and free of AJ\..\:J\ ﬁ i ﬁ
defects.

e Hasan - a narration that meets the conditions of a sahih

hadith except that one or more of its narrators is of a lesser
degree.

e Sahih Li Ghayrihi - a hasan hadith that has been elevated to
the level of sahih because it is strengthened by multiple

other chains of narration
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Hadith According to Strength/Weakness

» Daff - a hadith in which any one or more of the 5 conditions of a sahih hadith have not been met
e 2 main reasons why a hadith is considered to be weak:

o There is a break in the chain of narrators

o There is deficiency in the narrators
» Hasan Li Ghayrihi - a da'if hadith that has been elevated to the status of hasan due to supporting

narrations
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Types of Weak Ahadith

e Weakness due to issues with the chain:
o djm Mu'allaq (hanging)
o Juwis Mursal (loose)
o u»j.m Mudallas (hidden defect)

e Weakness due to issues with the narrators:
o £5:b356 Mawdu' (fabricated)
o lgiis Matrik (renounced)
o ,%i3 Munkar (disclaimed)

35L& Shadhdh (anomalous)

L)_wlsz.o Mu'allal (defective)

z5>3% Mudraj (interpolated)

o

o

o
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Types of Weak Ahadith

e Mu'allag (hanging) - a narration in which one or more narrators are dropped (omitted) from the

beginning of the chain sequence.
e Mursal (loose) - a hadith in which the narrator at the end of the chain has been dropped or

omitted from the chain.
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Types of Weak Ahadith

e Mudallas (hidden defect) - a narration in which a defect in the chain of narrators is hidden in

order to make it look sound apparently
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Types of Weak Ahadith

e Mawdu’ (fabricated) - a narration that has been fabricated
e Matruk (renounced) - a narration in which one of the narrators has been accused of lying. The
narrator is known to have a habit of lying even though it has not been explicitly proven that

he/she has ever lied regarding the Prophet &£
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Types of Weak Ahadith

e Munkar (disclaimed)
e 2 possible definitions:
o A narration whose chain contains a narrator who makes excessive mistakes, is extremely
inattentive, or sins openly

o A narration reported by a weak narrator that contradicts the narration of a reliable narrator
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Types of Weak Ahadith

* Shadhdh (anomalous) - a narration reported by a reliable narrator in contradiction to a more
reliable narrator

e Muallal (defective) - a narration with a hidden defect that affects its authenticity although it
apparently seems to be authentic.
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Types of Weak Ahadith

* Mudrgj (interpolated) - a narration whose chain has been mentioned incorrectly or a narration

whose text has had something extra inserted into it
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Acting Upon & Using Weak Narrations

e 2 conditions that make it permissible to narrate weak ahadith:
o The hadith should not be related to the field of belief
o The hadith should not be associated with legal rulings
* There is disagreement amongst scholars regarding the usage of weak ahadith related to the

virtues or reward of deeds
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Narrator Criticism & The Probity of Companions
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Hadith Literature & Dealing with “Problematic” Hadiths
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Classification of Hadith According to Authority

* This classification is based on who said the statement
* 4types:

o Hadith Qudsi (from Allah)

o Hadith Marfd' (from the Prophet £)

o Hadith Mawquf (from a Companion)

o Hadith Maqtu' (from a Successor)
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Classification of Hadith According to Authority

e Hadith Qudsi - a narration from the Prophet & attributed to Allah J

* They are subject to the same criticism as other ahadith

e Quran v. Hadith Qudsi
o Quran is the uncreated speech of Allah and Hadith Qudsi is the speech of the Prophet #&
o Reciting the Quran is an act of worship that is rewarded while Hadith Qudsi is not

o Quran is mutawatir while Hadith Qudsi is not necessarily mutawatir
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Classification of Hadith According to Authority

e Hadith Marfu' - a saying, action, tacit approval, or characteristic directly and explicitly attributed
to the Prophet &
* 4types:
o Statements
o Actions
o Tacit Approvals

o Characteristics
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Classification of Hadith According to Authority

* Hadith Mawquf - a saying, action, or tacit approval that is attributed to a Companion
o 3types:
» Statements
= Actions
= Tacit Approvals

e Hadith Maqtl'- a saying or action that is attributed to a Successor
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Classification According to Number of Narrators

e 2 broad categories:
o ,ilgis (Mutawatir)
o 151 (Ahad)
e A Mutawatir hadith is a hadith that such a large number of people narrated that it is impossible
that they would have all gathered to perpetuate a lie.

e Mutawatir ahadith are not subject to criticism
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Classification According to Number of Narrators

o The large number of narrators must exist at each

level of the chain

e 4 conditions in order for a hadith to be mutawatir: l GJ\
o Numerous narrators | ‘ J
' (P
|

o The impossibility of all narrators agreeing upon a lie

o The basis of the report is sensory perception and not L;g\j
rational thought |
 Types of Mutawatir: 28 é\.’?

o Mutawatir in Wording

o Mutawatir in Meaning
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Classification According to Number of Narrators

e 131531355 (Khabar Al-Ahad) - a narration that does not fulfill the conditions of a mutawatir
narration

o Khabar Al-Ahad are subject to criticism
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Types of Ahad Narrations

. )96»*0 (Mashhur) - a hadith with at least 3 narrators at every link in the chain
* )& (AZIz) - a hadith with at least 2 narrators at every level in the chain

. L,q); (Gharib) - a hadith with only 1 narrator in one link of the chain
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Hadith & Figh

* Based on the wording and classification of a hadith, various rulings can be derived: wajib,

mandub, mubah, haram, makruh
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Mutawatir, Mashhur, and Ahad in Figh

e Mutawatir: All scholars agree that a mutawatir hadith is gatT (definitive) in terms of its sourcing

and is used to derive rulings from.
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Mutawatir, Mashhur, and Ahad in Figh

e Ahad: Each madhhab has different conditions when basing their figh off ahad narrations
¢ Imam Abu Hanifah's 3 conditions:
o That the narrator does not practice in contradiction to what he is narrating
o That the subject matter of the hadith is not something applicable to most people
o That the narration does not contradict the general principles of the Shariah, if the narrator is

not a fagih
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Mutawatir, Mashhur, and Ahad in Figh
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Glossary of Terms

‘Adalah: moral uprightness; one of the factors taken into consideration when analyzing a narrator
Ahad: a narration that does not fulfill the conditions of a mutawatir narration

‘Aziz: a hadith that has at least 2 narrators at every level of the chain

Da’if: a hadith in which any one or more of the 5 conditions of a sahih or hasan hadith have not been
met

Dabt: accuracy; one of the factors taken into consideration when analyzing a narrator

Gharib: a hadith that is narrated by only one narrator at one link of the isnad

Gharib Mutlaq: only a single narrator at the beginning of the chain

Gharib Nisbi: a single narrator later in the chain

Hadith: a statement, action, tacit approval, or characteristic attributed to the Prophet &£

Hadith Maqtu'": a saying or action attributed to a Successor

Hadith Marfa'": a saying, action, tacit approval, or characteristic directly and explicitly attributed to
the Prophet &

Hadith Mawquf: a statement, action, or tacit approval attributed to a Companion

Hadith Qudst: a narration from the Prophet & attributed to Allan SWT

Hasan Li Ghayrihi: a da'if hadith that has been elevated to the status of hasan due to supporting
narrations

Hasan Li Dhatihi: a narration that meets the conditions of a sahih hadith except that one or more of
its narrators’ accuracy is of a lesser degree

‘Itm Ar-Rijal: a branch of hadith studies that deals with biographies of narrators

Jami': hadith compilation that includes all major topics addressed in ahadith

Jarh Wa Ta'dil: critique and validation of narrators

Juz': hadith compilation organized by one specific narrator or subject

Magqlub: a narration in which one word has been replaced by another in the chain or text by
reversing the order of the wording

Mashhur: a hadith with at least 3 narrators at every link in the chain

Matn: the text of a hadith

Matruk: a narration in which one of the narrators has been accused of lying. The narrator is known
to have a habit of lying even though it has not been explicitly proven that he/she has ever lied

regarding the Prophet &£
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Glossary of Terms

Mawdu’: a narration that has been fabricated

Mu'jam: hadith compilation organized by teacher (the last narrator)

Mudallas: a narration in which a defect in the chain of narrators is hidden in order to make it look
sound apparently

Mudraj: a narration whose chain has been mentioned incorrectly or a narration whose text has had
something extra inserted into it

Mudtarib: a narration that has been narrated in several different ways that are equal in strength
Munaqti’: a narration that has a break anywhere in the chain

Munkar: (1) A narration whose chain contains a narrator who makes excessive mistakes, is extremely
inattentive, or sins openly. (2) A narration reported by a weak narrator that contradicts the narration
of a reliable narrator

Mursal: a hadith in which the narrator at the end of the chain has been dropped or omitted from the
chain

Mursal As-Sahabi: when a companion narrates something from the Prophet &£ that they did not
hear or see themselves directly

Musahhaf: a narration in which the spelling of the word is retained while the dots or vowels are
changed

Musannaf: hadith compilation organized by topic

Musnad: hadith compilation organized by Sahabi (the first narrator)

Mustadrak: hadith compilation compiled based on an existing compilation; it contains the same
sanad in the existing compilation and a different matn.

Mustakhraj: hadith compilation compiled based on an existing compilation; it contains a different
sanad from the one in the existing compilation and the same matn

Mutawatir: a hadith that has been narrated by such a large number of people that it is
inconceivable that they would have all gathered to perpetuate a lie

Mu’allal: a narration with a hidden defect that affects its authenticity although it apparently seems
to be authentic

Mu’allaq: a narration in which one or more narrators is dropped (omitted) from the beginning of the

chain sequence.
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Glossary of Terms

Mu'dal: a narration in which two or more narrators are missing from the chain in succession
Sahifa: the notes of a sahabi

Sahih Li Ghayrihi: It is a hasan hadith that has been elevated to the level of sahih because it is
strengthened by multiple other chains of narration

Sahih Li Dhatihi:: a narration with (1) a continuous chain of narrators all the way to the Prophet, (2)
consisting of upright and (3) accurate narrators that is (4) not contradictory and (5) free of defects
Sanad: the chain of transmission of a hadith

Shadhdh: a narration reported by a reliable narrator in contradiction to a more reliable narrator
Sharh: a commentary

Sunan: hadith compilation organized by well-known chapters of Figh

‘Ulim: plural of the word ilm, meaning knowledge or science
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Three-Year Associate

In 2017, Miftaah launched its three-year
associate program in Islamic Studies. We now
have over 300 students pursuing an Associate
of Islamic Studies at Miftaah Institute. The
Associate of Islamic Studies program aims to
provide working professionals and students with
in-depth knowledge of the various disciplines of
Islamic Studies and Arabic. Students will study
Islam from within its tradition and cover
classical, scholarly approaches, and be
provided grounded knowledge of the rich
Islamic tradition of the Islamic disciplines.

Arabic and Quran Foundation

Live Instruction with Build Leadership Lifetime Access to
Reputable Scholars Experience & Qualities Recorded Lectures
Exclusive Access to Practical Insight in Fixed Part-time
Interactive Textbooks Principles of Faith Accommodating Schedule

miftaah.org/associate




Miftaah Seekers Program

Across this country many Muslims desire to learn and enlighten themselves with the
knowledge of the Quran and Arabic language. For this reason, Miftaah launched a one-
year Intensive Arabic and lIslamic Studies Program so that Muslims may have the
opportunity to educate themselves in the sciences of their religion. Students may begin this
program with minimal experience beyond the ability to read and write Arabic and by the

end, students grow to understand the Quran as well as other classical and contemporary
Arabic texts.

Arabic & Islamic Studies Program

Full-time Schedule 5 Taught by Experience the
Days a Week Renowned Scholars Miftaah Campus
Open to Brothers August 28, 2023 - Sunday - Thursday
& Sisters May 26, 2024 9 AM -4 PM

miftaahseekers.org
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