SUMMER
IMMERSION

THE BATTLEFIELDS p’
OF FAITH Shaykh Abdullah Waheed

¢ NOISSAS

The Day of The Battle

» Prior to the battle, there was a young Companion named Haritha ibn
Suraqgah, was accidentally shot and killed, and he was awarded Paradise.
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Um (the mother of) Haritha came to Allah's Messenger (&%) after Haritha had been
martyred on the Day (of the battle) of Badr by an arrow thrown by an unknown person. She
said, "O Allah's Messenger (&%) You know the position of Haritha in my heart (i.e. how dear
to me he was), so if he is in Paradise, | will not weep for him, or otherwise, you will see what
I will do." The Prophet (&%) said, "Are you mad? Is there only one Paradise? There are many

Paradises, and he is in the highest Paradise of Firdaus." The Prophet added, "A forenoon
journey or an afternoon journey in Allah's Cause is better than the whole world and
whatever is in it; and a place equal to an arrow bow of anyone of you, or a place equal to a
foot in Paradise is better than the whole world and whatever is in it; and if one of the
women of Paradise looked at the earth, she would fill the whole space between them (the
earth and the heaven) with light, and would fill whatever is in between them, with perfume,
and the veil of her face is better than the whole world and whatever is in it."(Sahih al-
Bukhari)
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e On the day of Badr, the Prophet (££) told his Companions:

" (815 loatianls dhed3lo @SSt 13] "
"When the enemy comes near to you, shoot at them but use your arrows sparingly (so that
your arrows should not be wasted).

e Some of the most courageous people in the battle were Abu Ubaydah ibn
Al-Jarrah and Hamza ibn Abdul Muttalib.

o Allah sent angels as special assistance to the Muslims to fight alongside
them - they were led by Jibril.

e Every disbeliever whom the angels killed, were recognized by the wounds
over their necks, fingers and toes, because those parts had a mark as if
they were branded by fire.

e Al-Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib was among those captured on the day of
Badr. He was taken captive by Abu Al-Yasar Ka'b ibn Amr, a man who was
slim in stature, whereas Abbas was of heavy build.

* The Prophet (&%) enquired of Abu Al-Yasar, “How did you manage to take
down and capture Abbas? He replied, “O Messenger of Allah, one other
person helped me, whom | had never seen before, nor did | ever see him
again.” He then described the man’s appearance to which the Prophet (&)
said:
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“Indeed a noble angel assisted you.”

The Death of Ummayah ibn Khalaf

e Umayyah ibn Khalaf was one of the chiefs of the Quraysh. However, when
they were preparing for the battle, he did not want to partake out of fear
after having received Sa'd ibn Muadh's warning.

o After the battle had essentially been won, Umayyah, who was a rich
businessman, surrendered himself and his son to Abdur Rahman ibn Awf
saying, “Take me as a prisoner and I'll give you as many as you want.”
Abdur Rahman accepted his offer and they headed back to the camp.
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Period of Ignorance.” So, | wrote my name

* When Bilal saw the entourage making their way back to the camp, he
exclaimed, “Umayyah ibn Khalaf, the leader of kufr! You are giving him
security? By Allah, over my dead body!”

e Abdur Rahman tried to negotiate and plead with Bilal. However, Bilal went
and called over a group of the Ansar, and he explained to them who
Umayyah was and how he tortured him in Makkah.

e The Ansar went with Bilal back to Abdur Rahman to put pressure on him
to give up his prisoners. Bilal was adamant that he would not save
Umayyah and his son, so they surrounded them.

e Abdur Rahman even tried to put his body over Umayyah in order to stop
them but they would slide their blades in from around him. One of the
swords even hit Abdur Rahman's foot and caused him a minor wound.
Eventually, both Umayyah and his son were killed.

o Narrated Abdur Rahman bin Awf:

cQIJ.XJOJleJ_A_CLLDUQd.b_Q}lg d&mwgbousub.o_wubbwgp_bu)diﬂw&
5188 mwugulsdm Aol 5 . 5a53) 5,1 8 REESUPRYE
C)Jg_QJ)lJO)J.aJLQuub.”(:sl.)u;}b)pi&;_,“wp)xPQJUQUlSLAng)A.CM

z
=
zZ -

ma;w mnuuluwz L;nl>kpdi’.6ldln9)bmi|upuul>‘.ok,l£u99u>

powws |§§Juﬂ>b@bulmw b)uug)uwmupwg
NN PHERCRH EINE LJ)J|ClJulQb95).)|LQlQ m»)utsg Bodiy L 1330

Y -~ 0%

fxi_é BILYS Aoty LI>) (a.m_\.>| uholg ‘09.1.4_9 > u-"-"-’ Y L_QgiJJJlJ 09.U.>u_é d2i03
4038 1B 9 3331 QU3 Ly 83E (3 (ya55)l

| got an agreement written between me and Umaiya bin Khalaf that Umaiya would look
after my property (or family) in Mecca and | would look after his in Medina. When |

mentioned the word 'Ar- Rahman' in the documents, Umaiya said, "l do not know 'Ar-

Rahman.' Write down to me your name, (with which you called yourself) in the Pre-Islamic

' "Abdu "Amr'. On the day (of the battle) of Badr,
when all the people went to sleep, | went up the hill to protect him. Bilal saw him (i.e.

Umaiya) and went to a gathering of Ansar and said, "(Here is) Umaiya bin Khalaf! Woe to

me if he escapes!" So, a group of Ansar went out with Bilal to follow us (" Abdur-Rahman

and Umaiya). Being afraid that they would catch us, I left Umaiya's son for them to keep

them busy but the Ansar killed the son and insisted on following us.
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Umaiya was a fat man, and when they approached us, I told him to kneel down, and he
knelt, and I laid myself on him to protect him, but the Ansar killed him by passing their
swords underneath me, and one of them injured my foot with his sword. (The sub narrator
said, " "Abdur-Rahman used to show us the trace of the wound on the back of his foot.")
(Sahih al-Bukhari)

The Killing of Abu Jahl

e Abdur Rahman ibn Awf reported that two young brothers, both hastened
to Abu Jahl with their swords and they killed him.
o Narrated Abdur Rahman bin Awf:
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While | was standing in the row on the day (of the battle) of Badr, | looked to my right and
my left and saw two young Ansari boys, and | wished | had been stronger than they. One of
them called my attention saying, "O Uncle! Do you know Abu Jahl?" | said, "Yes, What do you

want from him, O my nephew?" He said, "I have been informed that he abuses Allah's
By Him in Whose Hands my life is, if | should see him, then my body will not .(£%) Messenger
leave his body till either of us meet his fate." | was astonished at that talk. Then the other
boy called my attention saying the same as the other had said. After a while | saw Abu Jahl
walking amongst the people. | said (to the boys), "Look! This is the man you asked me
about.” So, both of them attacked him with their swords and struck him to death and
asked, "Which of (£2) returned to Allah'S Apostle to inform him of that. Allah's Messenger
asked, (&) you has killed him?" Each of them said, "I Have killed him." Allah's Messenger
"Have you cleaned your swords?" They said, "No. " He then looked at their swords and said,
"No doubt, you both have killed him and the spoils of the deceased will be given to Mu “adh
bin "Amr bin Al-Jamuh.” The two boys were Mu “adh bin 'Afra and Mu “adh bin "Amr bin Al-
Jamuh. (Sahih al-Bukhari)
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e The Prophet (&%) said, “Who will go and see what has happened to Abu
Jahl?” Abdullah ibn Mas'ud went and found that the two sons of 'Afra had
struck him fatally.

e On the point of death, Ibn Mas'ud got hold of Abu Lahab’s beard and said,
“Are you Abu Jahl?” He replied, “Can there be a man more superior to one
whom his own folk have killed (or you have killed)?”

The Death of Abu Lahab

e Abu Lahab did not join the battle but he hired someone and sent him in
his place.

* When he heard the news of Quraysh’s defeat from Abu Rafi', the slave of
Al-Abbas, he grew upset and struck him with a spear.

» Abbas's wife, Umm Fadl, who witnessed this, struck Abu Lahab and said,
“Do you think that you can abuse him just because Abbas is away?”

e This wounded Abu Lahab so severely that his head was split open, and it
caused him his death. The smell from Abu Lahab's wound was so repulsive
that nobody could come near his body to bury it and it was left to decay.
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The Captives of Badr

e 70 prisoners were taken into captivity by the Muslims and 70 out of a
thousand people were killed. 14 Companions were martyred - mainly
consisting of the Ansar with only one or two from the Muhajirin.

* During the battle, the Muhajirin fought their own flesh and blood. For
example, Abu Ubaydah killed his own father, and Abu Bakr fought his son,
Abdul Rahman. After becoming a Muslim, he told his father he had an
opportunity to kill him in Badr but he turned in another direction. Abu
Bakr replied, “If I had had such an opportunity, | would not have spared
you."”

e Based on the events of this day, Allah ment|oned them in this verse:
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You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day having affection for those
who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they were their fathers or their sons or their
brothers or their kindred. Those - He has decreed within their hearts faith and supported
them with spirit from Him. And We will admit them to gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they abide eternally. Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased with Him -
those are the party of Allah. Unquestionably, the party of Allah - they are the successful.
(58:22)

* Among the captives of Badr was Abu Aziz ibn Umayr, the brother of
Musab. Abu Aziz related, “My brother, Musab ibn Umayr, passed by me
and said to the man from the Ansar who was holding me prisoner: Tie
him firmly... His mother is a woman of great wealth and maybe she would
ransom him for you."” Abu Aziz could not believe his ears. Astonished, he
turned to Musab and asked: “My brother, is this your instruction
concerning me?” “He is my brother, not you,” replied Musab thus affirming
that the bonds of faith were stronger than the ties of kinship.

» On the eve after Badr, while the prisoners were bound, including his uncle,
Al-Abbas, the Prophet (&%) was restless and spent the first part of the night
awake. His Companions asked, “O Allah's Messenger! Why do you not
sleep?” He replied, “I heard the cries of pain from my uncle Al-Abbas,
because of his shackles.” When the Ansar learnt of this, they loosened his
ropes and he stopped crying from pain. The Prophet (&%) immediately
came out to see what had happened. When he discovered what the
Companions did, he ordered: “If you choose to loosen his bonds, then do
so for everyone else as well. There should be no preferential treatment for
Abbas.”

e The Prophet (&£) consulted Abu Bakr and Umar: “What is your opinion
about these captives?” Abu Bakr said: “They are our kith and kin. | think
you should release them after getting a ransom from them. This will be a
source of strength to us against the infidels. It is quite possible that Allah
may guide them to Islam.” While Umar said: “Messenger of Allah, | do not
hold the same opinion as Abu Bakr. | am of the opinion that you should
hand them over to us so that we may cut off their heads. Hand over "Aqil
to "Ali that he may cut off his head, and hand over such and such relative
to me that | may cut off his head. They are leaders of the disbelievers and
veterans among them.” The Prophet (%) however, approved the opinion
of Abu Bakr.
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e Umar reported: The next day when | came to the Messenger of Allah (&), |
found that both he and Abu Bakr were sitting shedding tears. He said:
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O Messenger of Allah, why are you and your Companion shedding tears? Tell me the
reason. For | will weep, or | will at least pretend to weep in sympathy with you. The
said: | weep for what has happened to your companions for taking (%) Messenger of Allah
ransom (from the prisoners). | was shown the torture to which they were subjected. It was
brought to me as close as this tree. (He pointed to a tree close to him.) Then God revealed
the verse: "It is not befitting for a prophet that he should take prisoners until the force of
the disbelievers has been crushed..." to the end of the verse: "so eat ye the spoils of war, (it
is) lawful and pure. So, Allah made booty lawful for them."” (Sahih Muslim)

* As aresult of the Prophet’s softer approach to release the captives, Uhud
occurred as a reprisal against the Muslims following the defeat and loss at
Badr. Nevertheless, by giving the captives a second chance, it left them
with two impacts that led to the long-term growth of Islam:

o The opportunity of martyrdom in Uhud, which is a victory and not a
loss

o The leaders who went against the Muslims in Uhud, eventually
embraced Islam (i.e. Khalid ibn al-Walid, Abu Sufyan, Wahshi etc.)

The Story of Zaynab and Her Necklace

» The Prophet's daughter, Zaynab was amongst the first to accept Islam but
remained in Makkah when the Muslims migrated, as her husband, Abu al-
As, did not accept the religion out of fear of being shunned from his tribe
and going against his forefathers.

» Abu al-As was one of those who was recruited to fight against his father-in-
law and the Muslims during Badr and he was taken as a captive.

e When Zaynab learned that her husband survived the battle and the
Muslims were asking for ransom, she took the necklace her mother,
Khadijah, gave to her on the night of her wedding.
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e Zaynab sent the necklace to her husband’s brother, Amr ibn Rabee, and
told him to take the necklace to her father as ransom. When the Prophet
(#2) receives the necklace and he is told that this is the ransom of Abu al-
As from his daughter Zaynab, he started to weep looking at that necklace,
remembering Khadijah.

» The Prophet (&%) was aggrieved as he recognized the desperation of his
daughter. He then released Abu al-As and requested to return the
necklace. But as a condition for his freedom, the Prophet (&%) ordered for
Zaynab to be sent to Madinah.

» The Prophet (&%) told his Companions:
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If you consider that you should free her prisoner for her and return to her what belongs to
made an agreement with (i) her, (it will be well). They said: Yes. The Messenger of Allah
sent Zayd ibn (&%) him that he should let Zaynab come to him, and the Messenger of Allah

Harithah and a man of the Ansar (the Helpers) and said: Wait in the valley of Yajij till
Zaynab passes you, then you should accompany her and bring her back. (Sunan Abi
Dawud)

* When Abu al-As goes back, he honored the request of the Prophet (£). As
the tension in Makkah is high after Badr, a skirmish occurred when Zaynab
was about to leave.

* The Makkans who sought revenge on their dead relatives found out that
she was migrating, so they followed her and assaulted her, causing her to
fall off her camel.

e It was said that Zaynab was pregnant at that time. This was where she had
a miscarriage and the complications of her fall would stay with her for
years and be the cause of her death.

» Abu al-As eventually embraces Islam and after two decades the couple
finally reunite. A year after their reunion, however, Zaynab passes away.
Abu al-As was overtaken by excessive grief and it drove him to his own
death a year later.
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The Lofty Ranks of the Participants of Badr

e Badr was a first victory in Islam and Allah has ordained Paradise for the
participants of the battle; and they are deemed as the best of Muslims.
o Abu Hurairah reported the Messenger of AIIah (;Jt%ﬁ) as saying'

Allah looked at the participants of the battle of Badr (Wlth mercy) and said: Do whatever
you wish; | have forgiven you. (Sunan Abi Dawud)

o Rifa'ah bin Rafi' Az-Zuraqi said:
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and asked him: "How do you estimate among you (££) Jibril (Gabriel) came to the Prophet

those who participated in the battle of Badr?" He replied, "They were the best of Muslims"

(or he may have said something similar to that). Jibril said: "The same is the case with the
angels who were at Badr." (Al- Bukhari)
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e One of the most significant miracles of Badr was that Allah showed his
qudrah (power) and sent down 5,000 angels to aid the Muslims, and this is
the only time such divine support will occur.

o Allah said:

And already had Allah given you victory at [the battle of] Badr while you were few in
number. Then fear Allah; perhaps you will be grateful. (3:123)

e The purpose behind the sending of angels was not really to help score a
victory on the battlefield. Instead, it was to give the believers the good
news of victory to comfort them and strengthen their hearts.

e Itis Allah’s promise that He will appoint those who believe and perform
honorable deeds as His representatives on earth. He said:
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Allah has promised those who have believed among you and done righteous deeds that He
will surely grant them succession [to authority] upon the earth just as He granted it to those
before them and that He will surely establish for them [therein] their religion which He has
preferred for them and that He will surely substitute for them, after their fear, security, [for]
they worship Me, not associating anything with Me. But whoever disbelieves after that -
then those are the defiantly disobedient. (24:55)

e The Companions were able to hold on firmly with sabr and displayed
taqwa throughout the battle.

» Preceding the victory in Badr, they never once lost focus on their goal to
spread Islam and because of them, the expansion of the religion was
established across various continents.

* These conditions were met by the Companions in their lifetime and that is
how they are enabled to deserve merits and ranks in the Hereafter.
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