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Ayah 2

e The reason why this verse is the second verse in the Surah is

because Allah is establishing that this is His kingdom first and
foremost; He owns everything and nothing is ours.

In the verses to come we will see the connection with this verse.
Allah has entrusted us as caretakers of this world and therefore,
He encourages us to spend our wealth in His path. Those who
spend the most, know wealth is not theirs but Allah’s.

Allah establishes His kingdom saying He gives life and death - and
He controls everything. Thus, no one can challenge His kingdom.
Allah repeatedly establishes this point because we don't value
Allah the way He is supposed to be valued. Oftentimes, we fall into
our comfort zone and neglect Allah’s authority over us.

Ayah 3

e Allah once again reintroduces Himself by highlighting His power

and might. Because once we recognize Allah's authority, we'll
start altering our life.

e Itis human nature that we change who we are based on

authority. Allah said:
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Ask ‘them, O Prophet’, “Imagine if Allah were to take away your hearing or sight, or
seal your hearts—who else other than Allah could restore it?” See "O Prophet™ how
We vary the signs, yet they still turn away. (6:46)

o Different interpretations of L}L;»L*JI ).3_le§ 3'>L_l|9 LJ9>H 3!

o Allah is Al-Awwal (the first) and Al-Akhir (the last). Meaning,
Allah’s power never ceases to end; He is always in charge.

o Allah's knowledge of everything that happened before and
everything that will happen after is equal. His knowledge is
encompassing of everything; external (Al-Zahir) and internal
(Al-Batin).

o Allah was there at the beginning (Al-Awwal) by him favoring
us, making us a Muslim - He introduces us to iman. Al-Akhir
by his generosity when he introduces us to tawbah
repeatedly whenever we commit a sin - He is always there
after; He never leaves us.

o Allah is Al-Zahir (apparent) when He gives us tawfiq to
perform external good deeds (sajda, ibadah etc.). He is Al-
Batin (private) when He conceals our sins - He keeps it
hidden and never exposes us.

o Allah’s greatest ni'mah is concealing our sins - He is Al-Sattar
(The Veiler). He dislikes when someone commits sins openly,
publicizes their sins or publicizes someone else's sins.

= Narrated Abu Huraira: | heard Allah's Messenger (&)

saying.
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"All the sins of my followers will be forg/ven except those of the Mujahirin (those who
commit a sin openly or disclose their sins to the people). An example of such

disclosure is that a person commits a sin at night and though Allah screens it from
the public, then he comes in the morning, and says, 'O so-and-so, | did such-and-
such (evil) deed yesterday,’ though he spent his night screened by his Lord (none

knowing about his sin) and in the morning he removes Allah's screen from himself."

(Sahih al-Bukhari)
o The Prophet (&%) used to recite this ayah in a du'a, every
night before going to sleep and said it is more superior than
a thousand ayah. Hence, we should memorize this ayah.

d.ou}ug o|)9_:J| LJ).w ;;U.u.) JS L_)3§ LJ} @.Jg.ﬂ.” u.u).o..” g..))é &.wJI L_)|9Aw.|| (g.él.”

w oo, -

wl.u AT G ;UJJ JS).UJ u.o -_b .)9_cl Wl il clJl 3 ‘69JI9 -_,odl L9Jl_9 .ulQ).Q.”g
,;uw L_l.99.9 qu ).QLle L_,ulg ‘s.u.uJ L.J.)su u.u.:J )>2| L_AJ|9 ‘.cu.w L_lL.Q u.wJ Jgil El
).o_o.H gy Lu._Clg Cedll e ua_9| £ g3 L) ._,del Edlg
O Allah, Lord of the seven heavens and Lord of the Magnificent Throne! Our Lord,
and the Lord of everything, Revealer of the Tawrah, the Injil and the Furqgan, the
Splitter of the grain of corn and the date stone! | seek refuge with You from the evil of
everything whose forehead You have control over. O Allah! You are Al-Awwal, nothing
is before You; Al-Akhir, nothing is after You, Az-Zahir, nothing is above You, and Al-
Batin, nothing is below You. Remove the burden of debt from us and free us from
poverty.

o The Prophet (&%) recites this to remind himself to be cautious
of how he begins and ends the day; Al-Awwal (start our day),
Al-Akhir (end our day); there are parts of our day that are
public (Al-Zahir) and private (Al-Batin) - thus it is all-inclusive
in this ayah.

o Therefore, this ayah should also be a reminder for us every
single day to be very cautious of how we begin; the first
portion of our day and end our day; our last moments.

EDUCATION | PRESERVATION | APPLICATION



Ayah 4

e This verse speaks about Allah’s qudrah - all the things that He
created.

e Allah tells us He created the universe in six days. Although He
can create anything in an instant, He mentions six days to teach
us that there is a process - there is a system that He put in place.

o Allah has the ability and authority; He is powerful. But He also
has knowledge. He knows everything that happens within the
earth (i.e. the seeds), descends from the sky (i.e. raindrops, the
number of angels) and ascends to the sky (i.e. our deeds that are
sent to the heavens)

o QLS L Ol gS45 5bg (He is with you wherever you are) - This refers
to His knowledge that is with us wherever we are and He is
aware of everything we do.

e (He is all-seeing of what you do) - This refers to His knowledge
in seeing everything that we do.

e The conclusion of this verse speaks about the proximity of Allah.
We know that Allah is closer to us than our jugular vein.

e It is human nature that we do change ourselves around others.
Thus, we should change ourselves knowing Allah is always
around us.

e The Prophet (£%) said we should be ashamed with Allah, the way
we would be with the most pious person in our family that will
never leave us.

e Ibn Abbas emphasized the angels that are with us are also
watching our sins. Hence, this should make us more careful.

e Abdullah ibn Mu'awiyah reported: A man said, “What is
purification of the soul?” The Messenger of Allah (&%) said,
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“That one knows Allah Almighty is with him wherever he is.” (Al-Mu’jam al-Saghir lil-
Tabarani)
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Ayah 5

e Where we started from, it ends there. To Allah belongs the
dominion of the heavens and the earth and to Allah all matters
will return.

o We know that Allah is power. Nevertheless, Allah repeats this for
us to internalize this fact before He tells us what to do. This
creates a foundation for us.

e Everything goes back to Allah. At the end of everything, He will
hold us accountable for everything; no translator nor
intermediary.

e Allah had earlier established His Kingship and while He entrusted
us to His kingdom, He's telling us that we will be asked about it.
Thus, we cannot do whatever we want.

e The more trust we are given, the more we will be questioned.
Everything we are given is a ni'mah from Allah. This is why we have
to be cognizant of our blessings for we will be questioned for each
one despite Allah being Al-Karim (The Most Generous).

e These first few verses are Allah’s reminder for us. While the
upcoming verses will be His asks from us.
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