SUMMER IMMERSION

THE IRON: TAFSIR
OF SURAH HADID
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Ayah 21
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Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width
of the heavens and earth, prepared for those who believed in Allah and His
messengers. That is the bounty of Allah which He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is
the possessor of great bounty. (57:21)

e Vocabulary:

o |932L1» (Sabiqu): Compete, race with urgency.

o 83825 (Maghfirah): Forgiveness.

o di> (Jannah): Paradise.

o LAs (Fadl): Grace, bounty.

e Concepts:

o The word Igme implies urgency and competition, not just
walking but sprinting towards good deeds and Jannah.

o In dunya (worldly life), people compete for status, wealth, and
appearance. Allah redirects this competitive spirit towards the
Akhirah (hereafter).

o The vastness of Jannah is emphasized: "¢ladll Lo3sS Lgb5e
u@}‘ﬁlg" (as wide as the heavens and the earth).

o Jannah is a gift, not solely earned by deeds: "a.355 &l JLAd GU3
2L Ha",
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e Practical Examples:
o Abdullah ibn Abbas mentions three signs of urgency for
Jannah:
= Competing for the first row (saff) in the masjid.
= Catching the first takbir in salah.
= Praying salah at its earliest time.

Ayah 22-23
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No disaster strikes upon the earth or among yourselves except that it is in a register
before We bring it into being - indeed that, for Allah, is easy - (22) In order that you
not despair over what has eluded you and not exult [in pride] over what He has given
you. And Allah does not like everyone self-deluded and boastful - (23)

e Vocabulary:
o diuas (Musibah): Calamity.
|§JJo$l3 (Ta'saw): Grieve.
;85 (Tafrah): Rejoice, boast.
Jl.ow (Mukhtal): Conceited.
)99 (Fakhar): Boastful.
. Concepts
o Everything (losses and gains) is decreed by Allah; emotional
stability comes from this knowledge.
o The reaction to calamity should be patience (sabr), not despair.
o The reaction to blessings should be gratitude (shukr), not
arrogance.
o Dua of the Prophet #%:
o 3=l egll oo ey 3acl il el

o "O Allah, I seek refuge in You from worry and grief."
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o **Farh vs. SurQr:**Farh is joy from others, surdr is happiness
from one's own actions. Surdr can sometimes lead to
arrogance.

e |Ibrahim bin Adam's Wisdom:

o Joy in what you have leads to greed.

o Grief over what is lost leads to discontentment.

o Rejoicing in praise leads to conceit, which nullifies deeds.

Ayah 24
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[Those] who are stingy and enjoin upon people stinginess. And whoever turns away -
then indeed, Allah is the Free of need, the Praiseworthy. (57:24)

e Vocabulary:
ug.l)u.) (Yabkhalan): Stingy.
J53 (Bukhl): Stinginess.
J«>3 (Bakheel): Miserly person.
25i¢ (Ghaniyy): Independent, rich.
w (Hamid): Praiseworthy.
e Concepts:
o Stinginess is not just withholding wealth, but also withholding
good deeds.
o Stinginess can become a culture, affecting communities and
generations.
o Generosity is contagious, as is miserliness.

Ayah 25
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We have already sent Our messengers with clear evidences and sent down with them
the Scripture and the balance that the people may maintain [their affairs] in justice.
And We sent down iron, wherein is great military might and benefits for the people,
and so that Allah may make evident those who support Him and His messengers
unseen. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might. (57:25)
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e Vocabulary:
o Wl (Bayyinat): Clear proofs, miracles.
o OLS (Kitab): Book, divine revelation.
o Slie (Mizan): Balance, justice.
o > (Hadrd): Iron.
e Concepts:
o Three essentials for society: Divine guidance (kitab), justice
(mi1zan), and strength (hadid).
o Justice without strength is fragile; strength without justice is
dangerous; both without divine guidance are lost.
o Iron symbolizes both the potential for harm and benefit
(weapons and infrastructure).
o Spiritual meaning: firmness and resolve in defending truth.

Ayah 26-27
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And We have already sent Noah and Abraham and placed in their descendants
prophethood and scripture; and among them is he who is guided, but many of them
are defiantly disobedient. (26) Then We sent following their footsteps Our messengers

and followed [them] with Jesus, the son of Mary, and gave him the Gospel. And We
placed in the hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy and
monasticism, which they innovated; We did not prescribe it for them except [that
they did so] seeking the approval of Allah. But they did not observe it with due
observance. So We gave the ones who believed among them their reward, but many
of them are defiantly disobedient. (27)
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e Vocabulary:
o 835 (Nubuwwah): Prophethood.
o d_9|) (Ra'fah): Compassion.
o da5; (Rahmah): Mercy.
o d%lid; (Rahbaniyyah): Monasticism, solitude.
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e Concepts:

o Prophethood and scripture were given to the descendants of
Nuh and Ibrahim.

o Most people did not follow guidance; only a few were truly
guided.

o Monasticism (rahbaniyyah) was invented by Christians with
good intentions, but not commanded by Allah.

o For deeds to be accepted: intention must be correct, and
execution must follow Allah's command.
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Ayah 28
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O you who have believed, fear Allah and believe in His Messenger; He will [then] give
you a double portion of His mercy and make for you a light by which you will walk
and forgive you,; and Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. (57:28)

. Vocabulary
|)9J (Nuran) Light, insight.
U.J.OS (Kiflayn): Double portion.
390¢ (Ghafar): Forgiving.
042) (Rahim): Merciful.
e Concepts:
o The Ummah of Muhammad £ receives double reward for less
effort compared to previous nations.
o "Nar" refers to the ability to make correct decisions and have
insight.
o Sins cloud decision-making; taqwa (God-consciousness) brings
clarity.
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Ayah 29
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[This is] so that the People of the Scripture may know that they are not able [to

obtain] anything from the bounty of Allah and that [all] bounty is in the hand of
Allah; He gives it to whom He wills. And Allah is the possessor of great bounty. (57:29)

e Vocabulary:

o Ju4 (Fadl): Grace, bounty, bonus.

e Concepts:

o Allah's grace is not earned or deserved; it is a bonus, given to
whomever He wills.
o No one is entitled; everything is from Allah's fadl.

Reflections & Practical Lessons

o **Compete for Akhirah:**Channel your competitive spirit towards

good deeds and the hereafter, not just worldly gains.
**Emotional Balance:**Accept that all events are decreed by
Allah; respond to loss with patience and to blessings with
gratitude.

**Generosity vs. Stinginess:**Be generous with both wealth and
opportunities for good deeds; avoid creating a culture of
stinginess.

**Justice, Strength, Guidance:**Societies need divine guidance,
justice, and strength. Lacking any leads to imbalance.

**|ntent & Execution:**Good intentions alone are not enough;
actions must be executed as Allah and His Messenger command.
**Decision Making:**Tagwa leads to insight and better decisions;
sins cloud judgment.

**Allah's Grace:**Never feel entitled; recognize all blessings as
Allah's extra grace.
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Final Advice

e Take a few key themes and verses from Surah Hadid and reflect
on them regularly.

e Share your notes and reflections with others to benefit the
community.

e Remember, Allah's grace is a bonus—be grateful, humble, and
strive for His pleasure.
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