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S Y N O P S I S
T h i s  d o c u m e n t a r y  w e a v e s  t o g e t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s i g h t s ,  a n d  t h e

u r g e n t  c a l l  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s .  H a r m  i n  t h e  W a t e r ,  f u n d e d  b y  t h e

N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  B l u e G A P  A w a r d ,  e x a m i n e s  t h e  h i s t o r y

a n d  l e g a c y  o f  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  i n  B l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  T h e

f i l m ’ s  f o c u s  i s  o n  f e r t i l i z e r ,  p e s t i c i d e ,  a n d  o t h e r  t o x i c  p o l l u t i o n ,  f o r e g r o u n d e d  b y

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  p l a n t a t i o n  s l a v e r y ,  a n d  a g r i b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e i r  l o n g -

l a s t i n g  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t s  o n  B l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h e

d o c u m e n t a r y  a l s o  d r a w  a  c l e a r  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p l a n t a t i o n  s l a v e r y  a n d  t h e

c h e m i c a l  p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r .  A l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  w e  m e e t  f a r m e r s ,

s c i e n t i s t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  a c t i v i s t s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  s c h o l a r s ,  w h o  w o r k  o n

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  s e e  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n  a s  a n

a b u s e  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s .  

L O G L I N E

HARM INTHEWATER .COM

H a r m  i n  t h e  W a t e r  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  o f  w a t e r

p o l l u t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .   

https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=2230710&HistoricalAwards=false
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T R A I L E R

https://www.harminthewater.com/#trailer-video


“Is there a link between all of these chemical resources
that are nestled along the Mississippi River where
many folks live...these plants are more likely to be cited
around black communities..."



Harm in the
Water

Dedicated to fostering innovation
within the global marine science

community. BIMS empowers
scientists, students, and

professionals through cutting-edge
research, educational programs,

and collaborative initiatives,
ensuring that our community's

voices contribute to the future of
our oceans.

Black in Marine Science
(BIMS)

BlueGAP

Studio Lab

BIMS Films Productions

A project from the
BIMS Institute, in order
to center Black stories
in marine science and
environmental justice.

Led by Harm in the Water Film
Director, Dr. Kendall Moore, is

housed at the University of
Rhode Island. 

These groups came together to create a film highlighting
the human cost of environmental hazards. Hearing

stories of grieving families who lost loved ones to cancer
was a driving force in the completion of this film. Harm in
the Water not only seeks to tell the stories of those sick or

already lost, but to put a name to those who should be
held accountable. 

BlueGAP is a platform connecting
upstream and downstream communities
through stories and data to drive actions

that reduce environmental hazards.
BlueGAP was funded by the National
Science Foundation’s Blue Economy

Convergence Accelerator (Grant
#2230710) 
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D I R E C T O R

D R .  K E N D A L L  M O O R E D R .  T I A R A  M O O R E

E X E C U T I V E  P R O D U C E R

F I E L D  P R O D U C E R

A L E X  D E C I C C I O A N D R E  M U S G R O V ER Y A N  W A T S O NA N D R I A  M I L L E R

D R O N EE D I T O R U N D E R W A T E R



“I know we
all know

people that
have died

from cancer
that have

been diagnosed
with cancer.”
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S U P P O R T  T H E  M O V E M E N T

W E  I N V I T E  B R A N D S ,  N O N P R O F I T S ,  A N D
C O R P O R A T E  P A R T N E R S  T O  J O I N  U S  I N
S U P P O R T I N G  T H I S  A W A R D  W I N N I N G   
D O C U M E N T A R Y .  

H a r m  i n  t h e  W a t e r  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e

c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  o f  w a t e r  p o l l u t i o n

a f f e c t i n g  B l a c k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e

M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .   T h i s  d o c u m e n t a r y

w e a v e s  t o g e t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,

s c i e n t i f i c  i n s i g h t s ,  a n d  t h e  u r g e n t  c a l l

f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s .

C O N T A C T  T R A V E L @ B I M S . O R G

F O R  M O R E  I N F O

P L E D G E  Y O U R  S U P P O R T

B r a n d  o r  O r g a n i z a t i o n  C r e d i t  L i s t e d

o n  t h e  f i l m ’ s  w e b s i t e  a s  a  S u p p o r t i n g

S p o n s o r .  

P r i v a t e  S c r e e n i n g  

E n j o y  a  p r e m i e r e  s c r e e n i n g  f o r  y o u r

c o m m u n i t y !   

C r o s s - P r o m o t i o n  

L o g o  a n d  m e n t i o n s  o n  s o c i a l ,  e m a i l ,

a n d  e v e n t  m a t e r i a l s .  

P r e s s  &  M e d i a  

R e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  S p o n s o r  d u r i n g  t h e

G l o b a l  S c r e e n i n g  T o u r .  

S P O N S O R S H I P  O P P O R T U N I T Y :  $ 5 , 0 0 0 +  

W A T C H  T H E  T R A I L E R

H A R M I N T H E W A T E R . C O M


