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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus to create uniform electric and magnetic-field
distribution as zeroth-order resonance in a waveguide and a
cavity according to an embodiment of the present invention
includes a rectangular waveguide with a rectangular-shaped
cross section comprising a cavity in the inside, and a
conductive helical wire inserted into the cavity of the
waveguide, wherein the main body of the conductive helical
wire does not contact the inner surfaces of the waveguide at
a predetermined gap, and both ends of the conductive helical
wire are short-circuited to the inner surface of the wave-
guide, so as to create a uniform electric field and magnetic
field throughout the entire waveguide.
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1
APPARATUS TO CREATE UNIFORM
ELECTRIC-FIELD AND MAGNETIC-FIELD
DISTRIBUTION AS METAMATERIAL
ZEROTH-ORDER RESONANCE IN
WAVEGUIDE AND CAVITY AND
LEAKY-WAVE WAVEGUIDE ANTENNA FOR
HIGH DIRECTIVITY RADIATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2015-0191260, filed Dec. 31, 2015, in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office. The entire contents
of said application is incorporated herein by reference for all
purposes.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

The present invention relates to an apparatus to create the
uniform electric-field and magnetic-field distribution as
zeroth-order resonance in a waveguide and a cavity and a
leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation
from 1 slot as a small structure.

Background Art

The rectangular waveguide is a transmission line guiding
high frequency signals. In particular, it has excellent prop-
erties as a microwave transmission line with low loss, high
quality-factor and high-power handling.

Meanwhile, a general waveguide has a distribution where
the phase and size of the electric field and magnetic field of
the basic and higher-order modes of transverse electric (TE)
and transverse magnetic (TM) vary periodically like the
standing wave in the waveguide and cavity. The electric field
has an energy distribution alternating up and down with
respect to the transmission direction, and the magnetic field
has an energy distribution alternating to the left and right
with respect to the transmission direction.

Therefore, in case of forming a microwave resonator by
opening or shortening both the ends of the waveguide, there
is a problem that the energy of the electric field and magnetic
field change up and down or left to right, thereby failing to
convey the equal power-density over the entire internal
space of the cavity, which causes a microwave oven or RF
heater not to have the desirable heat distribution.

Also, as for the existing slot-array travelling-wave or
leaky-wave antenna used for radar detectors, etc., since a
plurality of slits separated by half-wavelength intervals need
to be formed in order to generate a beam for good directivity,
and thus there is a problem that the size of the antenna gets
bigger and therefore experiences more insertion loss.

Prior Art Reference
Patent Document
(Patent document 1) KR10-1238258 B1
Non-Patent Document
(Non-patent document 1) CRLH rectangular waveguide
with balanced condition above cut-off frequency (Journal of

KIEES, Volume 22, Issue 9, September 2011)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an objective of the present invention to provide an
apparatus to create the uniform electric-field and magnetic-
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2

field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in a waveguide
and a cavity, capable of conveying the equal power density
over the entire volume of the waveguide applicable to
microwave ovens, TEM-cells, RF heaters.

It is another objective of the present invention to provide
a leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high directivity radia-
tion, capable of obtaining a radiation pattern of high direc-
tivity while being 0.5 times smaller than the size of the
existing leaky-wave antenna, due to eliminating the typical
restriction of half-wavelength distances of the slot array.

In order to achieve the above objectives, the apparatus to
create the uniform electric and magnetic-field distribution as
zeroth-order resonance in a waveguide and a cavity accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention includes a
rectangular waveguide, and a conductive helical wire
inserted into the cavity of the waveguide, wherein the main
body of the conductive helical wire does not contact the
inner surfaces of the waveguide at a predetermined gap, and
both ends of the conductive helical wire are short-circuited
to the inner surface of the waveguide, wherein the number
of the turns and spacing between the pitches of the conduc-
tive helical wire are predetermined.

With regard to the apparatus to create uniform electric and
magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the
waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention, the target zeroth-order resonance fre-
quency of the waveguide will change the evanescent mode
below the cut-off frequency of the waveguide to metama-
terial left-handed region propagation mode or resonance
mode.

Also, with regard to the apparatus to create uniform
electric and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order reso-
nance in the waveguide and cavity according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, the conductive helical wire
may be arranged in the longitudinal direction of the wave-
guide and arranged as a coil along the inner surfaces of the
waveguide.

Also, with regard to the apparatus to create uniform
electric and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order reso-
nance in the waveguide and cavity according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, the conductive helical wire
may include a metal helical wire.

Also, with regard to the apparatus to create uniform
electric and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order reso-
nance in the waveguide and cavity according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, the conductive helical wire
may have a repeated structure with an uncoiled length of at
least two wavelengths as a whole, at a half-wavelength
distance of the target zeroth-order resonance frequency in
the longitudinal direction of the waveguide. The total coiled
length of the helical wire can be much less than two
wavelengths.

In order to achieve a small waveguide antenna, the
leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high-directivity radiation
according to an embodiment of the present invention
includes a rectangular waveguide with a rectangular-shaped
cross section including an internal cavity, and a conductive
helical wire inserted into the cavity of the waveguide,
wherein the main body of the conductive helical wire does
not contact the inner surfaces of the waveguide at a prede-
termined gap, and both ends of the conductive helical wire
are short-circuited to the inner surface of the waveguide,
wherein the waveguide comprises a single predetermined-
length slit formed in the longitudinal direction penetrating
the upper surface.

With regard to the leaky-wave waveguide antenna for
high directivity radiation according to an embodiment of the
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present invention, the target zeroth-order resonance fre-
quency of the waveguide will change the evanescent mode
below the cut-off frequency of the waveguide to metama-
terial left-handed region propagation mode or resonance
mode.

Also, with regard to the leaky-wave waveguide antenna
for high directivity radiation according to an embodiment of
the present invention, the conductive helical wire may be
arranged in the longitudinal direction of the waveguide and
arranged to coil along the inner surfaces of the waveguide.

Also, with regard to the leaky-wave waveguide antenna
for high directivity radiation according to an embodiment of
the present invention, the conductive helical wire may
include a metal helical wire.

Also, with regard to the leaky-wave waveguide antenna
for high directivity radiation according to an embodiment of
the present invention, the conductive helical may have a
repeated structure with a length of at least two wavelengths
as a whole, comprising two coils at a half-wavelength
distance of the target zeroth-order resonance frequency in
the longitudinal direction of the waveguide.

According to the apparatus to create uniform electric and
magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the
waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention, uniform electric field and magnetic field
may be generated throughout the entire waveguide. Also,
according to the leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high
directivity radiation according to an embodiment of the
present invention, a pattern of high directivity radiation may
be obtained while being 0.5 times smaller than the size of the
existing leaky-wave antenna.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a structure of the apparatus to
create uniform electric-field and magnetic-field distribution
as zeroth-order resonance in the waveguide and cavity
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an equivalent circuit of the
apparatus to create uniform electric-field and magnetic-field
distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the waveguide and
cavity according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating an electric-field distribution
generated in the apparatus to create uniform electric-field
and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in
the waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a magnetic-field distribution
generated in the apparatus to create uniform electric-field
and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in
the waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a structure of the leaky-wave
waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a beam for directivity
radiation generated in the leaky-wave waveguide antenna
for high directivity radiation according to an embodiment of
the present invention illustrated in FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a structure of the leaky-wave
waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation according
to another embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating a beam for high directivity
radiation generated in the leaky-wave waveguide antenna
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for high directivity radiation according to another embodi-
ment of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 7;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The above and other objects, features and other advan-
tages of the present invention will be more clearly under-
stood from the following detailed description and preferred
embodiments when taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

First of all, terms or words used in the specification and
the claims should not be interpreted as a general and
dictionary meaning and should be interpreted as a meaning
and a concept which conform to the technical spirit of the
present invention based on a principle that an inventor can
appropriately define a concept of a term in order to describe
his/her own disclosure by the best method.

As for reference numerals associated with parts in the
drawings, the same reference numerals will refer to the same
or like parts throughout the drawings.

Also, it will be understood that, although the terms “first,”
“second,” “one side,” “the other side,” etc. may be used
herein to describe various elements, these elements should
not be limited by these terms. These terms are only used to
distinguish one element from another.

In the following description, detailed explanation on
known related technologies may be omitted to avoid unnec-
essarily obscuring the subject matter of the present inven-
tion.

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a structure of the apparatus to
create uniform electric-field and magnetic-field distribution
as zeroth-order resonance in the waveguide and cavity
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus to create uniform
electric-field and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order
resonance in the waveguide and cavity according to an
embodiment of the present invention includes a rectangular
waveguide 100 with a rectangular-shaped cross section
having a width “a” and including an internal cavity, and a
conductive helical wire 102 arranged in the cavity of the
waveguide 100, formed of a conductive material metal,
wherein the conductive helical wire 102 is arranged to be
separated from the inner surfaces of the waveguide 100 at a
predetermined gap while being adjacent to the inner surfaces
of the waveguide 100, and both ends 106, 108 of the
conductive helical wire 102 are short-circuited to the bottom
surface 104 of the waveguide 100.

The target zeroth-order resonance frequency of the wave-
guide 100 is obtained by changing an evanescent mode of
the metallic waveguide or cavity which is initially equal to
or less than the cut-off frequency (fc) of the waveguide 100
into a propagation mode as the double negative or left-
handed region.

The conductive helical wire 102 may be arranged in the
longitudinal direction (DL) of the waveguide 100 and
arranged to coil along the inner surfaces of the waveguide
100.

The conductive helical wire 102 has a repeated structure
with an uncoiled length of at least two wavelengths as a
whole, comprising two coils at a half-wavelength distance of
the target zeroth-order resonance frequency in the longitu-
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dinal direction (DL) of the waveguide 100. The total coiled
length of the helical wire can be much less than two
wavelengths.

The waveguide 100 does not transmit waves unless the
operating frequency is equal to or greater than the cut-off
frequency (fc), and thus there is no wave propagating. Also,
the metal waveguide and cavity present a negative effective
permittivity property unique to the waveguide in an evanes-
cent mode.

The apparatus to create uniform electric-field and mag-
netic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the
waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention sets the target resonance frequency in the
evanescent mode region, which is a region below the cut-off
frequency (fc) of the waveguide 100 so that the waveguide
100 presents a unique negative effective permittivity prop-
erty.

By adjusting the length, pitch-spacing, turns and thick-
ness of the conductive helical wire 102, and length between
the parts formed of capacitance therebetween in the con-
ductive helical wire 102, the resonance frequency may be set
in the evanescent mode region, which is a region below the
cut-off frequency of the waveguide 100.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating an equivalent circuit of the
apparatus to create uniform electric-field and magnetic-field
distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the waveguide and
cavity according to an embodiment of the present invention
illustrated in FIG. 1.

In FIG. 2, reference numeral 200 refers to the capacitors
(CH1, CH2, CH3, CWH1, CWH2) and inductor (LH) cre-
ated by arranging the helical wire 102 in the cavity inside the
waveguide 100, and reference numeral 202 refers to the
inductor (LW) and capacitor (CW) by the equivalent circuit
expression of the waveguide 100.

The apparatus to create uniform electric-field and mag-
netic-field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the
waveguide and cavity according to an embodiment of the
present invention illustrated in FIG. 1 presents right-handed
properties by the inductor (LW) and capacitor (CW) within
the block represented by reference numeral 202, and pres-
ents left-handed properties by the capacitors (CH1, CH2,
CH3, CWH1, CWH2) and inductor (LH) within the block
represented by reference numeral 200.

Thus, due to the conductive helical wire 102 arranged
inside the waveguide 100, the apparatus to create uniform
electric-field and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order
resonance in the waveguide and cavity according to an
embodiment of the present invention has negative effective
permittivity below the cut-off frequency (fc) of the wave-
guide 100.

As mentioned above, as the apparatus to create uniform
electric-field and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order
resonance in the waveguide and cavity according to an
embodiment of the present invention has a negative effective
permittivity below the cut-off frequency (fc) due to the
unique properties of the waveguide 100 and has a negative
effective permittivity due to the conductive helical wire 102
arranged in the cavity of the waveguide 100, zeroth-order
resonance of composite right/left-handed (CRLH) structure
occurs in the target resonance frequency below the cut-off
frequency (fc) of the waveguide 100.

As zeroth-order resonance of CRLH structure occurs in
the apparatus to create uniform electric-field and magnetic-
field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in the waveguide
and cavity according to an embodiment of the present
invention, inside the waveguide 100, a magnetic field is
created in one direction as illustrated in FIG. 4, and an
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electric field is created in one direction as illustrated in FIG.
3, so that a uniform electromagnetic distribution is created
by creating a uniform electric field and a uniform magnetic
field. As skilled artisans will readily recognize, FIG. 3 shows
electric field vectors of the zeroth-order resonance and FIG.
4 shows magnetic field vectors of the zeroth-order reso-
nance, where in FIGS. 3 and 4, darker areas indicate stronger
fields.

Thus, according to the apparatus to create uniform elec-
tric-field and magnetic-field distribution as zeroth-order
resonance in the waveguide and cavity according to an
embodiment of the present invention, zeroth-order reso-
nance of CRLH structure is created to provide a uniform
electric field and magnetic field throughout the entire wave-
guide 100. Accordingly, it may be applied to a microwave
oven evenly cooking food or to an apparatus for electro-
magnetic perturbation or electromagnetic interference
(“EMI”) measurement.

Meanwhile, FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a structure of the
leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

In the leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high directivity
radiation according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion illustrated in FIG. 5, the waveguide 500 is formed in a
structure similar to the waveguide 100 illustrated in FIG. 1.

Although not illustrated in the drawings (e.g., FIG. 5), a
conductive helical wire 102 as illustrated in FIG. 1 is
arranged in the same manner inside the waveguide 500.

The waveguide 500 illustrated in FIG. 5 includes one
short slit 502 formed in the longitudinal direction penetrat-
ing the upper surface 504.

As skilled artisans will readily recognize, to show the
far-field radiated pattern (or beam pattern) of an antenna, an
antenna designer typically uses spherical coordinates to plot
the beam pattern. The spherical coordinates include theta
(i.e., elevation angle measured from the z-axis), phi (i.e.,
azimuth angle measured on the xy plane), and r (i.e., the
distance from the coordinates’ center to the point on the
beam pattern). The axes (X, y, and z in the rectangular
coordinates and theta, phi, and r in the spherical coordinates)
are helpful to show the directions of the beam and the
relationships with the geometry as shown in FIGS. 6 and 8.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the slit 502 (FIG. 5) plays the role
of radiating the energy formed by generating zeroth-order
resonance in the waveguide 500 (FIG. 5) to the outside as a
good directivity radiation beam.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a structure of the leaky-wave
waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation according
to another embodiment of the present invention.

The structure of the leaky-wave waveguide antenna for
high directivity radiation according to another embodiment
of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 7 has the same
structure as the leak-wave waveguide antenna for high
directivity radiation illustrated in FIG. 5 except that the
length of the slot 702 is slightly longer than the slot 502
illustrated in FIG. 5.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the leaky-wave waveguide
antenna for high directivity radiation illustrated in FIG. 7
radiates the energy formed by generating zeroth-order reso-
nance in the waveguide 700 (FIG. 7) to the outside as a
directivity radiation beam.

The existing leaky-wave antenna obtains a directivity
radiation beam only by having a plurality of slits separated
by half-wavelength intervals, which results in ordinary slot-
array as very long structures. However, the leaky-wave
waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation according
to an embodiment of the present invention illustrated in FI1G.
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5 and FIG. 7 can obtain directivity radiation similar to the
existing leaky-wave antenna even by forming one short slit
in the waveguide. Thus, a high directivity radiation pattern
may be created while reducing the size of the leaky-wave
waveguide antenna for high directivity radiation according
to an embodiment of the present invention to less than a half
of the existing leaky-wave antenna.

Although exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, it will be
appreciated that the present invention is not limited thereto,
and those skilled in the art will appreciate that various
modifications, additions and substitutions are possible, with-
out departing from the scope and purpose of the invention.

Accordingly, any and all modifications, variations or
equivalent arrangements should be considered to be within
the scope of the invention, and the detailed scope of the
invention will be disclosed by the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus to create uniform electric and magnetic-
field distribution as zeroth-order resonance in a waveguide
and a cavity, comprising:

a rectangular waveguide with a rectangular-shaped cross

section comprising an internal cavity; and

a conductive helical wire inserted into the cavity of the

waveguide,

wherein a main body of the conductive helical wire is

arranged to be adjacent to, but does not contact, the
inner surfaces of the waveguide at a predetermined gap,
and both ends of the conductive helical wire are short-
circuited to the inner surfaces of the waveguide,
wherein the number of the turns and spacing between the
turns of the conductive helical wire are predetermined.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a target zeroth-order
resonance frequency of the waveguide is set to be equal to
or less than the cut-off frequency of the waveguide in order
to obtain a size-reduction for longer-waves in the limited
space of the waveguide.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the conductive
helical wire is arranged in the longitudinal direction of the
waveguide and arranged to coil along the inner surfaces of
the waveguide.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the conductive
helical wire comprises a metal helical wire.
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein an uncoiled length
of'said conductive helical wire is two wavelengths of a target
zeroth-order resonance frequency and the conductive helical
wire has a repeated structure comprising two coils at a
half-wavelength distance of the target zeroth-order reso-
nance frequency in the longitudinal direction of the wave-
guide.

6. A leaky-wave waveguide antenna for high directivity
radiation, comprising:

a rectangular waveguide with a rectangular-shaped cross

section comprising an internal cavity; and

a conductive helical wire inserted into the cavity of the

waveguide,

wherein a main body of the conductive helical wire is

arranged to be adjacent to, but does not contact, the
inner surfaces of the waveguide at a predetermined gap,
and both ends of the conductive helical wire are short-
circuited to the inner surfaces of the waveguide,
wherein the waveguide comprises a single slit formed in
the longitudinal direction penetrating the upper surface.

7. The antenna of claim 6, wherein a target zeroth-order
resonance frequency of the waveguide is set to be equal to
or less than the cut-off frequency of the waveguide in order
to obtain a size-reduction for longer-waves in the limited
space of the waveguide.

8. The antenna of claim 7, wherein the conductive helical
wire is arranged in the longitudinal direction of the wave-
guide and arranged to coil along the inner surfaces of the
waveguide.

9. The antenna of claim 6, wherein the conductive helical
wire comprises a metal helical wire.

10. The antenna of claim 6, wherein an uncoiled length of
said conductive helical wire is two wavelengths of a target
zeroth-order resonance frequency and the conductive helical
wire has a repeated structure comprising two coils at a
half-wavelength distance of the target zeroth-order reso-
nance frequency in the longitudinal direction of the wave-
guide,

wherein the total coiled length of the helical wire in the

longitudinal direction of the waveguide is much less
than two wavelengths.
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