reimagining the city | courthouse square

FEDERAL
COURTHOUSE
SQUARE

Text John T. O'Connor Photo G.E. Kidder Smith

In our April issue, Tropic announced an invitational design charrette, the goal of which is
to reimagine the William Morgan-designed Federal Courthouse, now deemed obsolete for
its original purpose. The group of architects we've chosen to participate in this exercise
understand that Mergan’s Courthouse Square worked well pre-9/11, its trayed formation
and open tferraces suggesting an open, transparent democracy in built form. After the
events of /11 however, the United States clamped down and security became the rallying
cry of the decade. So Courthouse Square, as we call it, was quickly locked down, its doors
alarmed, its courtyards closed to the public. It no longer made sense as a Federal Court

. : ; + in an era of mistrust
With this Tropic-sponsored charrette our design  and suspicion.

teams are asked to look past the current use ot Witk s, Tropil
the courthouse, and suggest ways this impressive  sponsored charrette
our architects, land-
scape architects and
designers are asked to look past its current use, and suggest ways this impressive, Brutalist-
era structure could be revitalized for a better use. A charrette is, for those not familiar with
the term, an interactive brainstorming session of limited time and sustained concentration,
the goal of which is to arrive at the best solution to a problem. The problem here: What to
do with a Federal building suffering from deferred maintenance which no longer makes sense
for its intended use. Tear it down? Restore it as ise Use a potentially available and contiguous
piece of land to expand on the structure making it more financially lucrative? All of these are
possible and we leave that to the talent we've brought on to decide.

structure could be revitalized for a better use.

That talent is substantial. It includes the Touzet Studio, based in Miami; STRANG Architec-
ture, with offices in Miami and Fort Lauderdale; Fort Lauderdale’s Glavovic Studio; Ca-
dence, a landscape architecture firm; working in conjunction with Hollywood-based ODP
Architects; Adache Group Architects in Fort Lauderdale; and finally, the design firm EDSA,

based in Fort Lauderdale.

We're excited they're all on board for this important project, and look forward to publish-
ing the results in our summer, double issue, out in mid-June.
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This vintage photo, from the
collection of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, shows
the inner courtyard and tray
structures that make up Mor-
gan’s open campus plan for
his Federal Courthouse.

Photo G.E. Kidder Smith Image Collection, MIT TROPIC MAGAZINE m




REIMAGINGCO

ort Lauderdale’s Federal Courthouse was built during downtown Fort Lauderdale’s first
urban renaissance that stretched from the late 1960s through the 1980s. Notable buildings

Text John T. O’Connor

The United States
Courthouse in its

present state,
photographed by
Myro Rosky

special section

SQUARE

of this period of urban renewal include the City Hall building by William Parrish Plumb and
Paul Robin John (1969), the Broward County Main Library by Marcel Breuer Associates (1984), the
Broward Center for the Performing Arts (designed in 1989 and completed in 1991) and of course
the Federal Courthouse by William Morgan (1979).

While the recently renovated Main Library and Broward Center are going strong, the Federal Court-

-

house and to a lesser extent the City Hall, no longer fit their original
concept. With City Hall, the 1ssue pretty much has to do with size.
At the Federal Courthouse, it’s more complicated. Morgan’s Court-
house was built to reflect the transparency and openness of the
American system... to invite people in with its courtyard, open,
tray-like terraces and tiered fountain. After 9/11, everything
changed. Security was heightened, visitors were shooed away,
locks and chain-link were added and the atmosphere changed from

that of a great, democratic structure to one closed off by fear.

This year, after decades of deferred maintenance, which led to
leaky roofs and health issues, the Federal Government has allo-
cated $190 million to build a new courthouse, elsewhere in town.
This makes Morgan’s courthouse — a gem of the Brutalist era —
nothing more than surplus.

We at Tropic saw this as an opportunity rich with possibilities for

an adaptive re-use. One that would keep the original structure, perhaps with changes, perhaps

with additions taking over the empty lot to its west. We gave this problem to some great thinkers

in the field of architecture and landscape architecture and asked them to work on a solution. Very

simply: What would you do and how would you accomplish it? No pesky zoning rules. No worries

about acquisition of adjoining properties... Just roll your sleeves up and give it your best shot. And

indeed they did. One the following pages (and this month’s cover) are proposals from Cadence

Landscape Architects, Touzet Studios and Adache Group Architects. Our hope is that these ideas

inspire both the building’s designation as a landmark, as well as it's rebirth as an inviting town

square... a destination for decades to come.
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Cadence: The "k..n.m:-lni}l}

SUM DREMCHED DaYs, rich biodiversity, ond conslant ocean breezes hove al-
ways driven the scanomy of Forl Llauderdale. Yart taday’s culture hos come
ta overlook the benefits of our unigue climate and often forgets how mean-
ingful interactians with nature con be. The present day architecture of our
City has closed s walls to the social and naturel communities we are all a
part of, leaving the city's londscope archilecture fargoiten and stale,

Al the heart of this reality and our City is William Morgon's Federal Caurl-
house. It siands as a beacon far what wos once celebrated and could soon
usher @ new era far aur citizens - ane where the infersectian of architecture
and landicope archifeciure is honored and where the twa perfarm in unison
Morgan’s establishment of Brutalism in South Flerida exhibits his response
ta aur tropic climate, He inlentionally broke apen the sheering walls of this
design 1o welcome the cooling south-eastern winds, and provided o Hoating
cancpy supparted by “concrete rees” fo shelter the public square. Water
featuras underling the central square ta minimize vehicular naise, while fus-
ther coaling the space. Unfartunately, Morgon could nat have predicled mod-
ern geo-poliical forces, events, acts of violence and the increased security
measures which orase from the ashes of September 1 11h forever eliminating
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the access which once breathed life into this great public square. Conse-
quently, attenlion has been focused on the interior uses, while our City hos
watched the autdoor vacuum of this historic siructure faoll fo ruins,

As o direc! respanse 1o this design challenge, our team, composed of Land-
scope Architects, hos chossn ko embrace the landscape and the fimelsss
beouty of Margan's brutelist work, We hove poired the beauty of aur re-
gianal londscope polette o address the region’s complex cullure, economy
and history of public gothering spoces. We pase these quastions - [Fwe revi-
talize the civic sguare ta its intended use a3 a public amenity, how con we
celebrate this architectural marvel as a cultural ossel? How can we utilize
the rise of social media lo gather grovps virtvally by providing innovative
physical spoces far public messages to nat fall en deof ears?

Thraugh an analysis of existing civic spoces, downlown neighborhood odjo-
cencies and the incorporation of green infrastructure, our team has envi-
sioned a moster plan ta ullimately relacate the existing Courthouse ta an
alternative location where it will be part of a larger netwark of government
buildings west of ity current home, This ollaws the dasign 1o facus en revital-

Cubmeoy view shows o loyering of
{fram top o bottom) hotel, mussum,
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Cadence: The Assembly

izing the public realm at the existing site and promoting a more impactful
assembly space for the City. The space can now become a platform on which
the public’s voice can physically be seen from the street front. The melding
of Architecture with Landscape Architecture represents our past, our present

and future — structure and nature resiliently working as one.

The interior architecture will be repurposed into retail spaces infused into
a grand Museum to pedagogically exhibit our history of public dis-
course, current events, environmental |ustice, and a transparent

look at our justice system. An outdoor gallery spills into Mor-

gan's public plaza and outdoor terraces. A boutique hotel

dedicated to cultural and art programming offers a

unique accommodation for the international tourist to

bump into business travelers. The refreshed plant
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palette will be composed of a native mix from

South Floridian plant communities which will se-
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quester pollutants, re-link pollinators and provide

FEC RAILROAD

sensorial delight for those passing through and
using the space. The new cultural attraction will

be activated both night and day. The program- FEDERAL GOV. CENTER
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matic elements will aim to celebrate the brutal

nature of Morgan’s concrete fortress by juxto- I
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posing the constant forces of nature and man
evolving together.
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Through the new architectural materiality added
of glass and steel - transparency and strength are

symbolized. Augmented to the original massing
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and modularity of the building are deconstructed

cubes, interventions which further amplify the notions

y

of porosity and grandeur. The multistory glass atriums

along with publicly accessible glass bridges flood the
with light,
restaurants/lounges, and further enhance the visual connections
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with the surrounding urban landscape.

Cadence Landscape Architects
435 N Andrews Avenue, #2
Fort Lauderdale, FL

954 766.4572

Cadence-Living.com
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Touzet Studio: Re-Integration Center

CO0-WOREING
NARKET RATE DFFICE ¢

AFFORDKELE OFFICE §
CIFLINARY |RETITUTE |

Touzel Studio re-imagines the existing building
and a nenw, lerreced kighrise to ils west as o dty cen-

a wibranl markelplace and teth Iraining cenber,

RE-INTEGRATION

TECH INGUBATOE

~ SHARED AREA GARDEN ROOF
., POP UP MARKET URBAN FARMING
b% MICRO RETAIL
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ter with the goal of reintegrating the disenfranchised MEKER FACHLITIES BREEN STRIR ! URBAN MARHET PLATA
back into local society by providing nesded skills in LIGHT WELLS CLASSAOOMS COMNECTOR ! SERSONAL EVENTS

Re-Integration Center: Mission Redefined

The Federal Courthouse in Fort Louderdale is on interasting exomple of bru-
talist architectura that no longer serves the purpase for which it was designed.
‘When rhinl-:lng about whol o new purpose could be For this p-:l'.'.-'arh_ll Earild-
ing = Touzet Studio thought this would be o rare opportunity for us to con-
sider tha highast ond best use of the structure fo meet sociehy's neads.

From Federal Courthouse to Re-Integration Center

Ciur pl:lp-um' 1% b re-pal rpose End frnnsfmm 'I|'|i5 bulldlng — wl‘:i:l‘l WS |_'|i-_..':|gn|_-:¢|
¥ house courlraoms ond offices that sometimes led to people’s incorceration in
Federal Prisans — 1o a building and Community Cenber thed serees 1o reinhegrobe
p-l:l:.\ph-. infa socieby |:.|:.-' pfmnding much rneeded skills and resources ba be gnlnfull:.-'
employed. Qur propaesal is 1o hove this former Courthouse dispense anather
Fﬂrl‘.l nl: jusfice and became o cenler |:-:|r rc-lnll-_.g rafion inlo m:-:ml':,-'.
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‘Wa propose keeping the structure lorgely intoct but odding windows facing
the courhvard to lat light in. We would create 0 “hub” of activity lowards the
center, bettar circulation thot connects reaftop gardens above for urbon form:
ing and Doy core. The corner public spoce would be re-imogined fo be on
wrkon market plozo with pop-up retail and differant seosonal evenis that oc-
tivote this part of downtown . Adjocent ta the Federal Courthouse we propase
a Maorket Bote office fower with cowarking spoces ond services below,

Win/Win for Society: Less Crime, Homelessness

and additienal Tax Revenue

e vy is Bhat saciety needs more |'_|l._|||d|ngﬁ cdedicoled 1o serving the neads
af Fmph: wha leove the prisan syslem, ar immigrants coming in ko Fhae caun-
fry Feer the First lime, or underem playea whe are seeking ha ge nerally IMprove
1|'|¢|r |:||','|||I':,-' ia prl:-'-.'ll:le Fnl e F|:|n1||||-_.5 T|'||: Fq:.u:l that I|'|¢|¢ i% 0 ':lgnll:n:l;nl

iy

T

|
L

Bdma L L6 7H]

homeless population near this site points to the need far such progroms. 'We
believe thot providing these services within an Adoptive Bause project allows
costs o stay koweer thon o newly built |:|:;_|||I':.-'_ Combined with o Maorket Fote
Office Tower and Incubotion Centars that odds new life and attract young
warkars would relieve the stigma associoted with these programs and furthar
';Prangfhe-n connections in o heclfh':,-' society

Suggested Uses:

- |n|;|,.l|:-i:|hc.|r gnd Slard UF Cenber Tlﬂlnlng Fr,.-l Tech nn|:| ather indushries

o fdaker Faciliies — far creatives ar those interested in dl:\'-|:|-:.|ping Ty
products the deep floar plates and less expensive adaptive reuse 5F is ideal

L] l:|,.|||n|:.|r1l.-' Inglitute and Urbon F.'lrrrllng = train |:II:|:.\F|I_': in foad service with
a fecus an healthy, fresh food preparation, F{lrmlng gnd nubritian

s Senial Health and Elrl,.lg '::ll._lnwllng

¢ Legal Aid

¢ oy Core

¢ Educofion Public/Private Porinerships- Courtrooms con become closs-
rooms. Deep spoces not wall suited for todey's courfrooms ore perfect
Far incubotars ond training Facilities

*  Micro Retoil to sell products ond FAR sarve s smaoll cutposts bor stortup businessas

Touzet Studio

&5 NW 24th Street
Miami, FL

J05 F89.2870D
TouzetStudio.com
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