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Trends in South Florida real estate

BY SONDRA SCHMEIDER

Two Minds, One Vision

From South Beach to South Miami, the Touzet Studio is unified in its approach

he aumere-uno subject for discussion

these days, other than sex, is real estate—

slthough judging by some of the soft-core
ad campaigns for new condos the two have
become synonymaous. Our not-quite-yet-world-
class city is experiancing the greatest boom In its
histary, and even those people who aren't real-
estate moguls have experienced Joy in watching
the value of their small apartrments increase expo-
nentially. 5o naturally, everybody—from profes-
sipnal dog walkers to investrnent kingplins—talks
about real estate and knows that land downtown
and on the Biscayne corridor has became stratas-
pherically priced and in very short supply. That
means the blg guestion echoing off the walls
these days ks, What is the next area rige for dewvel
opmeant?

The Touzet Studso, the relatively new archi
tectural firm of talented husband and wife Carlos
Prio-Touzet and lacqueline Gonzaler Touzet, may
mave the answer in Sowth Mamis While the area B
et yel on many peophe's radar sereens—there ane
e trendy artists’ shudios or galleries, no ogean or
bay vistas, and no hot hotels ar clubsi—a bot of
geod stuffl is going an in the area around it. But
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Although the Touzet Studio opened in March
2003, the couple has years of top-level experience
under their belts.

the real seeret of South Miami may be
that it i% an almost idyllic example of a
irnall, well-rmanaged, rationally 2oned city
that affers & nice balance af town and
couminy. IU's alio a really nice place to lree.
Carlas, whode father, Cados Prio Socamas,
wat & former predident af Cuba, and
Jacqueline are so impresded with the city
thiesy plam 1o move theirs family there.
Their new development will be in
step with the South Miami ethoi—a
rixed-wse bullding covering an entire
ity block with apartments, town houded,
affices, parking and retaldl spaced in what
coubd have been an unsesmly four-sony
blackhouse In other, less experienced,
hands. Fartunately, the Touzets' comrmit-
ment to design, painstaking eye for detail,
and humanistic approach to architecture
ensure that they will ba creating a ghori-
ous building and not an eyesore. The
structure’s fowur facades will ba finlshed

with different materials to create the illusion of
being several bufldings instead of one huge con
struction, Full-helght, stitched-in glass panels set at
imtervals will lighten the mass of the building, and
arcaded sidewalks dripping with bougainwillea, with
a nod to the early-Falm Beach designs of Addison
Mizner, will create exterlor “rooms.® Passageways
through the facade willl open to small, individually
designed landscaped courtyards, where shoppers
and pedestrians can sit and nelax

Residents of this first true Bve-work residential
project in South Miami's clty center will be able o
walk to shops, restaurants and mowvie theaters
Planned wnits will range from two-bedraom
Parisian-style fats to town houwses with private e
vators, All units will feature spacious, covered bal-
canies and laggias. The project is part of a three-
black downtown rengwal and is just one af the
large-scale projects that the Touzet Studia plans Por
Sauth Miami.

Viwri, the Touzet Studio’s ready-ta-sall Miaml
Beach project, i1 8 boutique residential condamini
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