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Survey Methodology

Technical Details:

A completely random survey with this sample size (n=1,500) would yield a margin of error of  ±2.53 

percentage points, 19 times out of 20.

Quotas and weighting were employed for the general population to ensure that the sample’s 

composition reflects that of the Canadian population with regard to gender, age, and education, 
according to Statistics Canada census data.

Throughout this report, percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number. As such, 
there may be instances where results do not add to 100 percent.

Base sizes under 50 are considered small and findings should be considered with caution.

Discover is an accredited 

member of the Canadian 

Research Insights Council 

(CRIC). CRIC members are 

held to the highest world-

class standards, ethics and 

best practices in research, 

analytics, and insights.

Discover undertook an online survey 

among 1,500 Canadians who voted in 

the last federal election.

The survey was in field from July 22nd, 

2025, to July 23rd, 2025, and took about 

18 minutes to complete.
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A new law applies to Canadians equally, regardless of income, race, or 
status

A police officer must obtain a warrant before entering someone’s home, 
except in urgent situations

A business must follow human rights law even if it operates on private 
property

A Member of Parliament is investigated for violating Canada’s Conflict of 
Interest Act

A Premier exempts himself/herself from public health laws during an 
emergency

A First Nations person is subject to different criminal laws than other 
Canadians

A judge gives a shorter sentence to a celebrity to avoid media attention

I don’t know*

65%

59%

52%

51%

10%

9%

8%

14%

What is the rule of law? Fewer than one in three Canadians accurately 

identified the situations below that reflect this principle

Q16. Which of the following situations best reflect the principle of the rule of law in Canada? Select all that apply. 
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)
*Exclusive response option

5

4

3

2

1

28% of the total 

sample correctly 

selected all the 

situations reflecting 

the rule of law. 

6

7

Correct answer Incorrect answer

Legend
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TOTAL AGREEMENT

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Neither

Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

TOTAL DISAGREEMENT

I don’t know

44

8

36

18

21

15

36

3

Fewer than half of Canadians agree that Canada's justice system is 

working as intended

Q12. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: 
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)

To what extend to you agree or 

disagree with this statement:

Canada’s justice system 
is working as intended.
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Free and fair elections 95%

The right to a fair trial 95%

Upholding of the rule of law 95%

Innocence until proven guilty 92%

Independent oversight of government actions 92%

Judicial independence 92%

Equality before the law 90%

A free press 90%

The ability to protest peacefully 86%

Protection of minority rights 84%

80

74

69

65

58

59

64

63

49

47

15

20

25

28

34

33

27

27

37

37

3

3

3

5

5

5

5

7

10

11

2

2

2

3

3

2

4

3

4

4

Very important Somewhat important Somewhat unimportant Very unimportant

Canadians overwhelmingly agree that free and fair elections, the right to 

a fair trial, and upholding the rule of law are important to Canada's 

democracy

Q11. How important are each of the following to the strength of Canadian democracy? 
Base: Total sample, excluding ‘don’t know’ responses – Base sizes vary 

Very/somewhat 

important
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“THE RULE OF LAW means that everyone must 
follow the law – no one is above it, not even 

government leaders. Laws should be clear, fair and 
applied equally. This helps protect people’s rights 

and keeps society fair and orderly. The rule of law is 
present in every legal activity in which citizens 

engage from the sale of real property to the 
prosecution of a crime to international trade.​” 

With this definition in mind, we asked them 
to answer another series of questions…

Respondents answered initial questions about the 
rule of law on an unaided basis, after which they 

were presented with the following definition:
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How important is the rule of law to you personally?

The rule of law is personally important to virtually all Canadians

Q21. How important is the rule of law to you personally? 
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)

47 33 14 2 1 3

Extremely important Very important Somewhat important Not very important Not at all important I don’t know

94% 
Important

3% 
Not Important
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A strong majority of Canadians say the rule of law is essential for a just 

society, and that everyone should learn about their rights

Q28. Below, we list two contrasting positions on a topic. While you may not fully agree with the messaging in either, please select the position that aligns most with your own personal perspective. 
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)

I think the rule of law 

is essential for a fair 

and just society, and 

that everyone should 

learn more about it so 
they can understand 

their rights and 

responsibilities. 

I think the rule of 

law is mostly for 

lawyers, judges, and 

politicians, and that 

most people do not 
need to worry about it 

in their daily lives.

90% 10%
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Canadians include delays, political interference, and disinformation 

among serious potential threats to the rule of law in Canada

Delays or denial of access to justice 92%

Political interference in judicial decisions 91%

Undermining of court rulings by elected officials 90%

Disinformation about the justice system 89%

Public mistrust in courts 87%

+19 in 

B.C.

Q18. In your view, how serious are the following potential threats to the rule of law in Canada? 
Base: Total sample, excluding ‘don’t know’ responses – Base sizes vary 

50

57

51

45

40

42

34

39

44

47

6

7

8

8

10

1

2

3

3

3

Very serious Somewhat serious Somewhat unserious Not at all serious

Very/somewhat 

serious
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Over two-thirds of Canadians believe that political or ideological 

influences could begin to shape court decisions in Canada

Q20. How concerned are you that political or ideological influences (i.e., the ideas and values we absorb, often unconsciously, that shape our world view) could begin to shape court decisions in Canada?
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)

24 43 21 4 8

Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not very concerned Not concerned at all I don't know

68% 
Concerned

25% 
Not concerned

How concerned are you that political or ideological influences

 could begin to shape court decisions in Canada? 
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Have you seen or 

heard anything 

recently that poses 
a threat to the rule 

of law in Canada?

51% 
No

18% 
Yes

32% 
Not sure

Q17. Have you seen or heard anything recently that you believe poses a threat to the rule of law in Canada? 
Base: Total sample (n=1,500)

Nearly one-in-five Canadians have seen or heard about something 

recently that poses a threat to the rule of law in Canada
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TOTAL LIKELIHOOD OF SIMILAR 
ISSUES ARISING IN CANADA

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Not very likely

Not at all likely

TOTAL UNLIKELIHOOD OF SIMILAR 
ISSUES ARISING IN CANADA

I don’t know

46

14

33

34

11

45

8

Nearly half of Canadians feel that the erosion of the rule of law witnessed 

in the United States could happen here

Q19. In the United States, there have been public concerns about political interference in the judiciary and erosion of the rule of law. Recent 
examples include President Trump’s verbal attack on judges and Immigration and the authorization of Customs Enforcement (ICE) ’s 
authorization for warrantless searches and arrests. How likely do you think it is that similar issues could arise in Canada?

Base: Total sample (n=1,500)
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Demographics

16

25

23

36

GENDER AGE

49% 50%

PROVINCE/TERRITORY

14%

11%

3%
3%

39% 23%

⚫ 2% Newfoundland & Labrador
⚫ <1% Prince Edward Island
⚫ 2% Nova Scotia

⚫ 2% New Brunswick

7% NET ATLANTIC

17% NET PRAIRIES

Gen Z (18 – 28)

Mill. (29 – 44)

Gen X (45 – 59)

Boomers/Silents (60+)

BC

SK

ON QC

AB

MB

Public or elementary school

Some high school

Graduated high school

Some vocational, technical, college or CEGEP

Graduated vocational, technical, college or CEGEP

Some university

Undergraduate university degree

Graduate university degree

1

4

21

15

23

9

19

9

EDUCATION

1%

Other

Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut <1%

44

37

19

Urban

Suburban

Rural

COMMUNITY
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Demographics

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Self-employed

Employed full time

Employed part time

Not employed but seeking work

Not employed and not seeking work

On parental leave

Retired

A full-time student

A part-time student

Other

6

41

8

3

3

1

32

4

<1

3

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Under $35,000

$35,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $74,999

$75,000 - $99,999

$100,000 - $149,999

$150,000 - $199,999

$200,000 or more

Prefer not to answer

13

12

19

16

18

8

5

8

INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYMENT

2

1

2

8

6

2

9

5

3

6

1

7

1

1

1

9

13

3

2

5

9

4

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction

Utilities

Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale trade

Retail trade

Transportation and warehousing

Information and cultural industries

Finance and insurance

Real estate and rental and leasing

Professional, scientific and technical services

Management of companies and enterprises

Legal services

Administrative and support, waste…

Educational services

Health care and social assistance

Arts, entertainment and recreation

Accommodation and food services

Public administration

Other services (except public administration)

Prefer not to say
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Demographics

ETHNICITY

Asian (East Asian, South Asian, etc.)

Black

Caucasian (White)

Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit, and Métis) 

Jewish

Latin/Hispanic

Middle Eastern

Other

Prefer not to answer

12

3

78

2

1

1

2

2

1

NEWCOMER TO CANADA 

(WITHIN PAST 1O YEARS)

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

8

92

<1

FEDERAL VOTE IN 2025

45

33

7

6

2

1

<1

5

Liberal Party of Canada

Conservative Party of Canada

New Democractic Party of Canada

Bloc Quebecois*

Green Party of Canada

People's Party of Canada

Other

Prefer not to say

*Only among the residents of Quebec
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