
Types of Data

Research methods which
collect secondary data include
official statistics, official
documents, personal diaries
and pictures. 

Examples of research methods
which generate qualitative
data are unstructured
interviews, participant
observation and diary analysis. 

Quantitative Data
Quantitative data is numerical, that is
information that can be measured,
counted, and expressed in numbers.
 It focuses on patterns, trends, and

statistical relationships.

Secondary Data
Secondary data refers to information that
has already been collected by someone
else and is reused by the sociologist. It
is usually quick and cheap to access, but

may not have been created for the
sociologist’s specific purpose.

Qualitative Data 
Qualitative data is information that
describes meanings, experiences, and

feelings in rich, detailed form.
 It focuses on understanding people’s

viewpoints and social processes.

Research methods which
collect primary data include
questionnaires, interviews,
observations and experiments. 

Primary Data
Primary data refers to information
that a sociologist collects first‑hand

for their own research. It is original,
up‑to‑date, and gathered specifically
to answer the researcher’s question.

Examples of research methods
that generate quantitative data
are questionnaires, structured
interviews and official statistics. 

© 2026 Social Science Sorted  Ltd                                                                                  www.socialsciencesorted.com



Research 

Reimagined

Methods

Fun and engaging teaching activities for
Psychology teachers

Simon Westcott

Sociology

Transform the teaching of A-level
Psychology research methods with
this practical collection of engaging,
classroom-tested activities.
Covering research design, data
analysis, statistics, validity,
reliability, sampling, and ethics, the
book provides adaptable ideas to
boost understanding, confidence,
curiosity, and critical thinking,
making research methods more
accessible and enjoyable for
students
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A Level Psychology

Methods
Student Book

Simon Westcott

Discover the full range of educational resources available from Social Science Sorted:

Psychology
Written for WJEC Units 2 & 4 and
Eduqas Component 2
Psychology, this student guide
offers clear explanations,
knowledge checks,
comprehension tasks, model
answers, exam-style questions, a
glossary, and exam skills
support. Suitable for classroom
or independent study, it helps
students build confidence,
strengthen understanding, and
improve exam performance.

Explore our website to purchase these titles and discover our selection of digital
resources for Psychology and Sociology. You'll also find a variety of fantastic free,

downloadable materials available.

Written specifically for A Level Sociology
students, this accessible textbook guides you
through each research method step-by-step. By
drawing on both classic studies and
contemporary research, it helps you build
confident understanding and apply knowledge
to exam questions.
This book combines subject expertise with
classroom insight by making complex ideas
clear, engaging, and relevant for today’s
learners.
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