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Local Museums Invite Community to Celebrate 
Día de los Muertos with Special Activations 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (October 8, 2026) – The greater Sacramento area is rich with an amazing array of state-of-the-art museums and historic sites that offer visitors the chance to explore California’s art, history, and science treasures all year long. A number of Sacramento Area Museums (SAM) are offering ways for the community to explore, experience, and learn more about Día de los Muertos or Day of the Dead. Held on November 1 and 2, the traditional Mexican cultural celebration honors and welcomes the souls of loved ones who have passed away. 
A sampling of Día de Los Muertos activities and exhibits offered by local museums is below (but please check with the various museums and/or destinations for other events and more detailed information):
“Sendero de las Almas Luminosas: Día de los Muertos 2026” at the California Museum – October 10 through November 15
The California Museum’s annual Day of the Dead exhibit debuts during its sold-out Día de Los Muertos Fiesta on October 10. This year's altar display, called “Sendero de las Almas Luminosas (Path of the Luminous Souls),” is a collaboration with Los Angeles-based artist collective Self Help Graphics & Art. Through original altars and artwork placed throughout the Museum’s signature exhibits, the display explores the symbols and traditions of Día de los Muertos as they have evolved from the Aztecs to modern California, with work by Kalli Arte Collective, Denise Esparza, Joan Zeta Zamora, and Dalila Paola Mendez. Visitors can follow a self-guided map to each altar, collect stamps along the way, and return the completed map to the Museum Store for a Día de los Muertos themed gift. Members of the public are also invited to honor friends and family members who have passed with a remembrance in the exhibit’s accompanying community altar. For details, please visit this webpage.
I Love Sugar Skulls Workshop at the California Museum – October 18

The California Museum is offering two workshops led by artist Rob-O of I Love Sugar Skulls, where participants will design and decorate “calaveras de azúcar” (sugar skulls) for Día de los Muertos. A nominal workshop fee includes pre-made sugar skull, royal icing and assorted decorations, and personalized instruction by Rob-O, plus admission to all current California Museum exhibits including “Sendero de las Almas Luminosas (Path of the Luminous Souls).” For more information or to register by October 16, please visit here. 

Día de los Muertos Celebration at the Sacramento Children’s Museum – November 1
Join Sacramento Children's Museum for a Día de los Muertos celebration for the whole family. 
Celebrate Dia de los Muertos with SCM on November 1st. Visit the museum to participate in the folk-art tradition of decorating sugar skulls and add a photo or note to our ofrenda. All activities are included with museum admission, and pre-registration is not required. Members are free. More information about the event is available here. 
Please register in advance for this ticketed event at www.SacHistoryMuseum.org
For more information about upcoming activities offered by Sacramento area museums, “like” them on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SacMuseums, follow them on Instagram @SacMuseums or visit www.SacMuseums.org. 
About Sacramento Area Museums (SAM)

Comprised of approximately 25 greater Sacramento area museums, SAM’s mission is to raise awareness of local museums by giving the community the opportunity to discover the region’s fine & contemporary arts, history, and science treasures. SAM achieves its mission through implementing cooperative promotions and developing strategic marketing alliances, by encouraging sharing of knowledge and resources among its partner institutions. For more information, visit www.SacMuseums.org.
Social media tags: @SacMuseums, #SacMuseums

Media contact:  Traci Rockefeller Cusack at 916-213-4373 or traci@trockcommunications.com
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