CONNECT
BAY AREA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 29, 2026
Contact: Jeff Cretan — (415) 308-6782, jcretan@west-advisors.com

New Poll Shows Majority Support for Funding Measure to Prevent Catastrophic
Cuts to Bay Area Public Transportation

Building on unprecedented regional campaign to qualify the measure for the November
ballot, broad coalition behind the Regional Transit Measure turns focus to expanding
support and winning at the ballot box

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA — A new poll of likely voters across five Bay Area counties
shows a Regional Transit Measure to save public transit has a clear path to victory this
November. The new poll numbers released today shows the measure begins with majority
support that grows with clear messaging about what'’s at stake for Bay Area transit,
underscoring both the strong public recognition of the importance of transit and the work ahead
to pass the measure this November.

The survey, conducted by EMC Research among 1,700 likely voters across Alameda, Contra
Costa, San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties, found 54% support for a
five-county sales tax to provide long-term operations funding for major Bay Area transit
agencies and support regional projects to strengthen transit throughout the Bay Area. The
research also found that support increases to 58% after voters learn more about the severe
consequences of failing to protect Bay Area transit service.

To pass, the Regional Transit Measure needs a majority vote across the entire population of the
five Bay Area counties this November.

This poll comes on the heels of the Connect Bay Area campaign officially qualifying a Regional
Transit Measure for the November 2026 ballot built on one of the largest grassroots transit
organizing efforts the region has ever seen and unprecedented support from business, labor,
and community organizations across the Bay Area.

The polling found voters are most motivated by understanding what the Bay Area stands to lose
if the measure fails. Messages explaining the scale of potential service reductions, worsening
traffic congestion, and impacts on workers, students, seniors and people with disabilities were
the most persuasive across the region.

Among the strongest findings:
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e 54% of likely voters support the measure on first ask, demonstrating majority support at
the outset of the campaign.

e Support grows to 58% after voters hear about the consequences of failing to protect
transit service.

e Voters are most persuaded by the prospect of major service cuts, increased traffic
congestion, and the importance of maintaining transit access for working families,
seniors, students and people with disabilities.

“This poll confirms what we've been hearing for months: people understand that public transit
matters for people all across the Bay Area, and they don't want to see it dismantled,” said Jean
Cohen, Executive Officer of the South Bay Labor Council. “Voters deserve to understand exactly
what's at stake, and that's the work our coalition is ready to take on. We cannot have an
affordable Bay Area that supports working people, seniors, and our economy without public
transit.”

“When voters understand what’s at stake, they support protecting public transit,” said Mark
Orcutt, President and CEO of the East Bay Leadership Council. “They know severe service cuts
would mean more congestion, longer commutes, and fewer opportunities across the Bay Area.
Stable funding, meaningful accountability, and stronger regional coordination are how we avoid
that future.”

Unprecedented Grassroots, Labor, and Business Support to Save Transit

The Connect Bay Area campaign has grown in support over the last several months with more
than 100 elected officials and more than 115 labor, business, and advocacy organizations
signing on in support. Major businesses from across the region helped raise more than $5.5
million to qualify the measure and prepare for the November election.

The Regional Transit Measure will provide long-term operational funding for major Bay Area
transit agencies while supporting projects to strengthen and better connect transit systems
across the region. It will protect major transit agencies like BART, Muni, Caltrain and AC Transit
from devastating service cuts, help VTA grow to better serve residents, workers, and
businesses, and provide direct support to counties for transit improvements.

Without sustainable transit funding, the Bay Area could face catastrophic service reductions:

BART: Up to 15 station closures, elimination of two lines, and service cuts of up to 70%
Caltrain: Hourly train service, no weekend service, and weekday shutdowns after 9 p.m.
Muni: At least 20 bus routes eliminated and service reductions of 30% or more

AC Transit: Service cuts of at least 16%

The measure includes strong accountability and oversight provisions, including independent
financial reviews for every transit operator, regional coordination requirements to ensure
systems work better together, and a citizen oversight committee to monitor spending and
performance.



The measure also delivers critical funding directly to counties for transit transformation projects,
including funding to restore service at VTA to increase frequency and expand the service its
residents were promised.

About Connect Bay Area

The Connect Bay Area Transit Committee is comprised of labor, business, and transit
advocates, including Bay Area Council, SEIU 1021, ATU 1555, South Bay Labor Council,
SPUR, and SAMCEDA, alongside an advocacy council of more than 20 organizations
representing transit, housing, environmental, equity, senior, and disability organizations.
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