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	LEAF Marque Standard
• Section 9: Wildlife & Landscape
• Section 10: Archaeology & History
• Continuous improvement across all sections
	Red Tractor Assurance
• Section 3: Environmental Responsibility
• Protection of designated features
• Hedgerow and habitat management



	⚠️  Jersey is not part of England, Scotland or Wales. UK-England legislation does NOT apply.
Jersey has its own primary legislation as a Crown Dependency with autonomous law-making powers
Key Jersey legislation: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021; Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002; Island Plan 2022–25
UK laws referenced in LEAF/Red Tractor guidance (Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, Hedgerows Regulations 1997, etc.) do NOT apply in Jersey
Jersey equivalents are referenced throughout this plan — always check current gov.je legislation for the latest position
The Government of Jersey Natural Environment team and Jersey Biodiversity Centre (JBC) are the primary contacts for nature conservation
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1. Jersey Farm Context & Details
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: Section 1 – Farm overview; conservation must have a named responsible person
Red Tractor: Management Responsibilities – environmental plans require documented ownership
Jersey: Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002 – development near SSIs requires notification of the Minister for the Environment



Jersey is a Crown Dependency with a land area of approximately 120 km². Farmland accounts for around 54% of the island’s area, with an average field size of approximately 6.5 vergees (around 1.2 ha). The island’s unique geography, climate, soils (principally löess) and position at the confluence of northern and southern European biological ranges make it one of the most biodiversity-rich agricultural landscapes in any comparable land area in Europe.

1.1 Farm Overview
	Farm / Business Name
	[Enter farm or business name]

	Farm Address & Parish
	[Address, Parish, Jersey, JE postcode]

	Total Farm Area (vergees)
	[Enter – 1 vergee = 0.177 ha / 0.44 acres]

	Total Farm Area (hectares)
	[Convert: vergees × 0.177]

	Number of field parcels
	[Jersey farms are typically fragmented; list all parcels held]

	Farm Type / Enterprise
	[e.g. Jersey Royal potato, dairy, mixed, horticulture, arable, viticulture]

	Parish(es) in which land is held
	[List all parishes where fields are farmed]

	Proximity to National Park
	[Is any land within or adjacent to the Jersey National Park? Y/N; describe]

	Any SSI designations on farm?
	[Y/N – list; under Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002]

	RJA&HS membership?
	[Y/N – Royal Jersey Agricultural & Horticultural Society]

	Jersey Farmers’ Union membership?
	[Y/N]

	Any agri-environment agreements?
	[Y/N – describe scheme and reference number]

	Jersey Heritage involvement?
	[Y/N – any listed buildings, menhirs, or heritage assets on farm?]



1.2 Responsible Persons
	Role
	Name
	Contact / Tel
	Responsibilities
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



1.3 Document Version Control
	Version
	Date
	Summary of Changes
	Prepared By
	Approved By

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




2. Jersey Landscape Character & Farm Description
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.1 – A description of the farm’s landscape character and features is required
Red Tractor: 3.1 – Key landscape and environmental features must be identified
Jersey: Island Plan 2022–25 Countryside Appraisal – sets out Jersey’s landscape character zones



Jersey’s landscape is distinctive and shaped by its geology (granite, shale and löess), its tidal range (one of the highest in the world, up to 12m on spring tides), its maritime-continental climate influenced by the Gulf Stream, and centuries of intensive but fragmented agriculture. The island’s network of earthen banks (‘talus’) and hedgerows is among the most characteristic and ecologically important features of the farmed landscape.

2.1 Landscape Character
	Jersey landscape character zone
	[e.g. northern plateau, valley, southern coastal plain, western coastal strip – see Island Plan Countryside Appraisal]

	Topography
	[e.g. gently rolling; steep-sided valley; coastal cliff-top; flat plateau; valley floor]

	Soil type
	[e.g. deep löess loam; granitic sand; valley alluvium; shallow rocky soil]

	Dominant land use
	[e.g. Jersey Royal potato; dairy pasture; mixed vegetable; orchard; viticulture]

	Key landscape features on this farm
	[e.g. earthen bank and hedge network, valée woodlands, stream, pond, orchard, coastal heath]

	Views to or from the farm
	[e.g. visible from coast path; views to sea; part of an enclosed valley landscape]

	Relationship to Jersey National Park
	[Is any land within the National Park? Proximity to park boundary?]

	Proximity to coast
	[Distance and direction to nearest coastal habitat]

	Notable landscape changes in last 10 years
	[e.g. bank removal, hedge loss, field amalgamation, new glasshouses, drainage works]



2.2 Jersey’s Distinctive Earthen Bank & Hedge Network
Unlike most of England, Jersey’s field boundaries are primarily earthen banks (‘talus’) topped with mixed hedgerows. These banks are among the most important and distinctive landscape and ecological features on the island. They provide shelter from wind on the exposed plateau, prevent soil erosion of Jersey’s shallow löess soils, support a rich flora of wall and bank specialists, and form wildlife corridors across the island. Their loss through agricultural amalgamation is one of the most significant pressures on Jersey’s landscape.

	Bank / Hedge Ref
	Location / Field
	Approx. Length (m)
	Bank Height (m)
	Hedge Species Mix
	Condition
	Last Managed
	Any Wall Flora (ferns, lichens, stonecrop)?
	Action Required

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2.3 Farm Map & Feature Register
Attach or reference a current farm map as Appendix A, clearly showing all fields, banks, hedges, trees, water features, heritage assets and habitat areas.

	Feature Type
	Name / Ref
	Area (vergees) or Length (m)
	Parish / Location
	Condition
	Designation
	Management Responsibility

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




3. Jersey Designations & Legal Framework
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.2 – All statutory designations on or adjacent to the farm must be recorded
Red Tractor: 3.1 – Farm operations must comply with all statutory conservation obligations
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021; Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002; Island Plan 2022–25



	⚠️  Key Jersey Conservation Legislation – NOT UK Law
Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021: main legislation protecting wild animals, birds, plants, fungi, lichens and their habitats in Jersey
  – Schedules 1–8 list protected species; Quinquennial Review 2024 updated the schedules
  – All wild birds found in Jersey are protected EXCEPT Magpie, Carrion Crow, Wood Pigeon and Feral Pigeon
  – 72 plant species, all bat species, reptiles, amphibians (including agile frog) are protected
  – A licence from the Government of Jersey Natural Environment team is required for any works affecting protected species
Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002: provides legal protection for Sites of Special Interest (SSIs)
  – Works affecting or within an SSI require notification and consent from the Minister for the Environment
  – Listed buildings, listed places, and conservation areas are also protected under this Law
Island Plan 2022–25: planning policy framework; includes policies protecting the countryside, heritage and ecology
  – Policy NE1: protects Sites of Special Interest; Policy NE2: protects the natural environment; Policy NE3: protects hedgebanks
  – Policy HE1: protects archaeological remains and historic environment
Water Pollution (Jersey) Law 2000: controls discharges to watercourses; relevant to riparian habitat management
Note: UK Hedgerows Regulations 1997, Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 and other England-specific laws do NOT apply



3.1 Sites of Special Interest (SSI) Register
SSIs in Jersey are designated under the Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002. There are currently 28 ecological and 22 geological SSIs. Works that may affect an SSI require prior consultation with the Government of Jersey Natural Environment team.

	SSI Name
	Designation Type
	Designating Authority
	SSI Reference
	Area (ha)
	Key Notified Interests
	Proximity to / Overlap with Farm
	Management Obligations
	Last Contact with Natural Environment team

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



SSI types in Jersey: Ecological SSI (zoological, botanical, ecological interest), Geological SSI (geodiversity), SSIs with combined interests (e.g. ecological + archaeological). Current SSIs include Les Landes heathland, St Ouen’s Pond, Les Blanches Banques sand dunes, Grosnez, Portelet, Bouley Bay, La Pulente and others. Check gov.je for the current register.

3.2 Jersey National Park
	Is any farm land within the Jersey National Park?
	[Y/N – the National Park covers approximately 16% of Jersey’s land area, primarily the north, west and south-west coast]

	Location of land within / adjacent to National Park
	[Describe; reference field numbers]

	National Park Management Plan obligations
	[Describe any specific management requirements arising from National Park status]

	Jersey National Park liaison contact
	[Name and contact at Jersey National Park Authority]



3.3 Ramsar Wetlands
	Any Ramsar-designated land on or immediately adjacent to farm?
	[Y/N – Jersey has four intertidal Ramsar sites: Southeast Coast; Southwest Coast; St Ouen’s Bay; and the islets]

	Specific Ramsar site name (if applicable)
	[Enter]

	Land use adjacent to the Ramsar boundary
	[Describe – runoff from fields may affect intertidal Ramsar habitats]

	Buffer management approach
	[Describe measures to prevent pesticide, fertiliser or sediment run-off reaching the Ramsar area]



3.4 Listed Buildings & Heritage Places
Jersey’s built heritage is protected under the Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002. Listed buildings (Grades 1, 2, 3 and 4) and listed places (including menhirs, dolmens, earthworks and other scheduled features) may not be altered, demolished or affected without consent from the Minister for Planning.

	Asset Name / Ref
	Type
	Listing Grade
	Jersey Heritage Ref
	Location / Parish
	Condition
	Consent Required For
	Last Inspection

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Jersey Listed Building grades: Grade 1 (highest significance), Grade 2, Grade 3, Grade 4. Listed places include prehistoric monuments (dolmens, menhirs, tumuli), World War II fortifications, historic mills, traditional farmsteads, granite field walls and other scheduled features. Contact Jersey Heritage (jerseyheritage.org) for records.

3.5 Invasive Non-Native Species in Jersey
Several invasive species are significant conservation threats in Jersey. The Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 Schedule 9 lists species whose introduction or spread may cause ecological damage. Control is a legal and practical obligation.

	Species
	Location(s)
	Area / Extent
	Control Method
	Date of Last Treatment
	Contractor / Volunteer Group
	Progress

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	🌿 Priority invasive species to control on Jersey farms:
• Holm oak (Quercus ilex): widespread in Jersey; thousands of seedlings removed by hand annually; spreads into heath and grassland
• Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana): forms dense clumps; remove where possible; difficult to fully eradicate
• Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum): invades woodland and heath; hand cut and stump treat
• Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica): requires specialist treatment contractor; notify Natural Environment team
• Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera): hand pull before seeding; riverside populations prioritised
• Signal crayfish: watercourse-specific; notify Government of Jersey Natural Environment team if found
• Mink: trap and remove; monitored by Jersey Mammal Group




4. Earthen Banks, Hedgerows & Field Boundaries
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.3 – Hedgerows and field boundaries must be managed to maintain or enhance their condition
Red Tractor: 3.2 – Field boundaries must be managed in accordance with good practice
Jersey: Island Plan 2022–25 Policy NE3 – earthen hedge banks are protected; removal requires planning permission
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – no disturbance of nesting birds (all wild birds protected except listed exceptions)



	⚠️  Earthen Banks & Hedgerows in Jersey – Legal Position
Earthen hedge banks (talus) are protected under Island Plan 2022–25 Policy NE3; their removal requires planning permission from the Minister for Planning
Unlike in England, there is no specific Hedgerows Regulations regime in Jersey – protection comes through the planning system
All wild birds nesting in hedgerows and banks are protected under the Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021
It is an offence under the Wildlife (Jersey) Law to disturb nesting birds; cutting during the nesting season (broadly March–August) risks prosecution
The earthen bank network is one of Jersey’s most distinctive landscape and ecological features and is critically important for soil erosion prevention



4.1 Bank & Hedge Management Schedule
	Bank / Hedge Ref
	Total Length (m)
	Bank Condition
	Hedge Condition
	Hedge Species Count
	Last Cut / Managed
	Cutting Rotation
	Method
	Wall Flora Present?
	Target Condition

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



4.2 Bank & Hedge Management Principles
	Cutting season policy
	[e.g. cut after 1 September; avoid all cutting during nesting season (March–August)]

	Cutting frequency
	[e.g. every 2–3 years on rotation; not all hedges in same year]

	Cutting method
	[e.g. flail; reciprocating blade; hand cut with hedging bill for sensitive areas]

	Bank face management
	[e.g. strim bank face every 2–3 years; leave some rank growth as habitat; treat invasive species by hand]

	Wall flora (stonecrop, navelwort, ferns)
	[Policy on retention of bank flora – e.g. do not remove or scrape bank faces unnecessarily]

	Tree retention on banks
	[e.g. retain all mature trees; allow one tree per 25m to develop on bank]

	Gap filling / restoration
	[e.g. gaps to be filled by traditional layering, new planting or cuttings – use native local species]

	New bank or hedge creation planned?
	[Y/N – if yes, describe location, method, species and funding source]



4.3 Granite & Masonry Walls
Dry-stone granite walls are present in some areas of Jersey, particularly in older enclosed fields and coastal areas. These are locally distinctive features and support lichens, ferns and invertebrates.

	Wall Ref / Location
	Length (m)
	Material
	Condition
	Notable Flora / Fauna
	Management Required
	Target Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




5. Trees, Woodland & Traditional Orchards
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.4 – Trees, woodland and orchards should be surveyed, managed and expanded where possible
Red Tractor: 3.2 – Trees and woodland should be protected and managed appropriately
Jersey: Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002 – Tree Preservation Orders may apply to significant trees
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – roost disturbance (bats) requires Natural Environment team licence



5.1 Individual & Veteran Trees
	Tree Ref
	Species
	Location / Field
	Girth (cm at 1.5m)
	Estimated Age
	Condition
	Veteran Features
	TPO?
	Any Bat Roost?
	Management Required

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



5.2 Woodland & Valée Woodlands
Jersey’s steep-sided valleys (valées) are frequently wooded with native deciduous trees, forming an important habitat mosaic with the valley floor meadows and streams below. Valley woodlands are one of Jersey’s most characteristic habitats and shelter many of the island’s species of greatest conservation concern.

	Woodland / Valée Ref
	Area (vergees)
	Dominant Species
	Ground Flora
	Stream Present?
	Condition
	Management Method
	Invasive Species?
	Last Managed
	Agri-env Scheme?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



5.3 Traditional Cider Apple & Other Orchards
Traditional orchards are an important part of Jersey’s agricultural and cultural heritage. Cider apple orchards were once widespread; their remnants support a distinctive flora, as well as bats, owls, redstarts and other farmland birds.

	Traditional orchard present on farm?
	[Y/N – if N, skip this section]

	Species / varieties present
	[List apple varieties where known – contact RJA&HS for variety identification]

	Area (vergees)
	[Enter]

	Condition and age of trees
	[Describe]

	Grass management
	[e.g. late summer cut; aftermath grazing; uncut with wildflowers]

	Pruning programme
	[e.g. annual winter prune; restoration programme for neglected trees]

	Any rare/heritage Jersey apple varieties?
	[Check with Jersey Apple Heritage Project or RJA&HS]

	Replanting programme?
	[Y/N – source traditional Jersey varieties from specialist nurseries]

	Barn owl or bat use of orchard trees?
	[Y/N – these use veteran orchard trees for roost sites; check before any works]




6. Grassland, Coastal Heath & Semi-Natural Habitats
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.5 – Semi-natural and unimproved habitats must be identified, protected and managed
Red Tractor: 3.2 – Species-rich grassland and semi-natural habitats should be protected from damage
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – protected plant species include 72 species; Jersey orchid (Anacamptis laxiflora) a notable example
Jersey: Island Plan 2022–25 Policy NE2 – protects areas of ecological importance



6.1 Grassland Inventory
	Field / Area Ref
	Area (vergees)
	Grassland Type
	Key Species Present
	Jersey Orchid Present?
	Last Surveyed
	Current Management
	Condition
	Management Target

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Jersey grassland types: improved (reseeded, fertilised), semi-improved, unimproved neutral meadow, wet grassland / marsh (e.g. around St Ouen’s), dune grassland (Les Blanches Banques), coastal grassland / cliff-top, heath grassland (Les Landes), valley meadow. Jersey orchid (Anacamptis laxiflora / Dactylorhiza praetermissa) is found on damp grassland – it is a Schedule 3 protected plant under the Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021.

6.2 Coastal Heath
Jersey has significant coastal heathland, particularly on the north coast and at Les Landes in the north-west. These habitats support the chough recovery programme (Birds on the Edge), skylark, stonechat and many invertebrate species of high conservation concern. Agricultural management of adjacent fields significantly affects the quality of coastal heath through drift, runoff and encroachment.

	Any coastal heathland on or adjacent to farm?
	[Y/N – describe location]

	Buffer management around heath
	[e.g. leaving grass margins; avoiding spray drift onto heath; timing of operations]

	Any bracken encroaching onto agricultural land?
	[Y/N – Jersey’s coastal heath is threatened by bracken expansion since decline of mixed farming]

	Bracken control method
	[e.g. cutting; bruising; herbicide with Natural Environment team agreement]

	Participation in Birds on the Edge project?
	[Y/N – contact the National Trust for Jersey or Durrell about this partnership]

	Winter bird food crops sown?
	[Y/N – winter conservation crops benefit chough, skylark and other farmland birds]



6.3 Other Semi-Natural Habitats
	Habitat Type
	Location / Ref
	Area or Length
	Condition
	Key Species
	Current Management
	Threats
	Management Target

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Other Jersey habitats: coastal sand dune (Les Blanches Banques), coastal marsh / reedbed (St Ouen’s Pond), cliff-top grassland, scrub, valley fen, wet woodland / carr, verges and roadside banks, tidal zones and intertidal reef systems adjacent to farm


7. Water Features, Streams & Riparian Habitats
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.6 – Ponds, watercourses and wetland habitats must be managed for ecological value
Red Tractor: 3.2 / 4 – Watercourses and riparian habitats must be managed; pollution prevention required
Jersey: Water Pollution (Jersey) Law 2000 – prohibition on discharges harmful to watercourses
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – all bats (including those roosting in riparian trees) are protected



Jersey’s valley streams are significant freshwater habitats, carved by glacial meltwater and now providing important refuges for freshwater biodiversity, bats, dragonflies and waterside birds. St Ouen’s Pond is the island’s largest freshwater body (4.5 ha) and is one of the most important wetland SSIs.

7.1 Watercourses Register
	Watercourse Name / Ref
	Type
	Length on Farm (m)
	Riparian Vegetation
	Buffer Width (m)
	Livestock Access?
	Water Quality
	Any Pollution Issues?
	Last Maintained
	Management Required

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



7.2 Pond & Wetland Register
	Pond / Wetland Ref
	Area (m²)
	Type
	Water Source
	Condition
	Aquatic Species
	Agile Frog Present?
	Green Lizard Nearby?
	Management Required
	Survey Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	⚠️  Agile Frog (Rana dalmatina) – Critically Endangered in Jersey
The agile frog is unique to Jersey in the British Isles and is classified as Critically Endangered on the island
It is strictly protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021
Any works affecting ponds or wetland areas where agile frogs breed require a licence from the Government of Jersey Natural Environment team
Current breeding populations are concentrated at Ouaisne Common, Noirmont and Beauport – farms near these areas should be particularly vigilant
Pond creation and restoration in the south-west of the island may support agile frog recovery – contact Natural Environment team for guidance
Domestic cat predation is a significant threat; if farm is near breeding ponds, manage accordingly



7.3 Riparian Management
	Buffer strips alongside streams
	[e.g. minimum 5m uncut grass buffer; no cultivation within 5m of watercourse]

	Livestock exclusion from streams
	[Y/N – describe method; Jersey’s streams are vulnerable to poaching and slurry run-off]

	Riparian tree and shrub management
	[e.g. retain valley woodland; periodic coppicing of bankside trees]

	Stream bank condition
	[Describe; note any erosion, poaching or encroachment issues]

	Any evidence of bat activity along stream?
	[Y/N – 8 bat species in Jersey; all protected under Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021]

	Any fish present?
	[e.g. eels (Anguilla anguilla) are present in Jersey streams – protected]

	Any dragonfly / damselfly populations?
	[Y/N – note species and locations]



8. Field Margins, Verges & In-Field Wildlife Habitat
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.7 – Field margins and in-field wildlife habitats should be managed to benefit biodiversity
Red Tractor: 3.3 – Field margins must be managed in accordance with scheme requirements
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – nesting birds in field margins protected; all wild plants protected if listed in Schedule 5



8.1 Field Margin Inventory
	Field Ref
	Margin Type
	Total Length (m)
	Width (m)
	Species Present
	Year Established
	Management
	Condition
	Targeted Species Benefit

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



8.2 Roadside & Lane Verges
Jersey’s narrow lane network and its associated verges are an important and often overlooked habitat. Many verges are managed by the Department for Infrastructure but those adjacent to farm tracks and private lanes are the farmer’s responsibility. Late-cut verges can support a rich flora and important invertebrate communities.

	Total length of farm track / lane verges (m)
	[Enter]

	Current verge management approach
	[e.g. cut monthly; cut once in late summer; left unmanaged]

	Any notable plant species on verges?
	[e.g. wild garlic, primrose, campion, orchid species – note and protect]

	Any verges bordering SSIs or coastal heath?
	[Y/N – management particularly important where verges border sensitive habitats]

	Planned improvements to verge management?
	[Describe]



8.3 Winter Bird Food Crops
	Are any conservation bird food crops sown?
	[Y/N – these are particularly valued in Jersey for skylark, chough, linnet and finches]

	Crop mix and area (vergees)
	[e.g. millet, sunflower, linseed, kale – describe mix]

	Location / field(s)
	[List fields]

	Linked to Birds on the Edge project?
	[Y/N]

	Any skylark plots within arable fields?
	[Y/N – small undrilled patches in cereal fields benefit nesting skylarks]




9. Jersey Priority Species Survey & Records
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.8 – Key species should be recorded; surveys are expected
Red Tractor: 3.2 – Species of conservation concern on the farm should be identified
Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 – protected species must be considered before any operations; licence required for disturbance



Jersey supports an exceptional range of species, many of which are not found in mainland Britain and several of which are globally or regionally significant. Some are unique to Jersey within the British Isles. Farms play a vital role in supporting these species.

9.1 Jersey-Specific Priority Species
	Species
	Jersey Status
	Legal Protection (Wildlife Law)
	Recorded on Farm?
	Locations
	Population Estimate
	Main Threats on This Farm
	Management Actions

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	🌿 Jersey’s priority species particularly relevant to farmland:
• Agile frog (Rana dalmatina): Critically Endangered; only in British Isles in Jersey; breeds in south-west ponds; Schedule 1 Wildlife Law
• Green lizard (Lacerta bilineata): found on sunny banks, coastal heath and hedgerows; Schedule 2 Wildlife Law
• Wall lizard (Podarcis muralis): granite walls and rocky habitats; Schedule 2 Wildlife Law
• Slow worm (Anguis fragilis): compost heaps, tussocky margins, banks; Schedule 2 Wildlife Law
• Jersey Bank vole (Myodes glareolus caesarius): unique subspecies; hedgerow and woodland habitats
• Red squirrel: woodland and larger gardens; all bat species (8 recorded); all protected
• Red-billed chough: reintroduced coastal species; benefits from winter crops and coastal heath management
• Skylark: declining farmland bird; benefits from skylark plots and late-cut field margins
• Stonechat: coastal heath species; benefits from mixed scrub-grass mosaic
• Barn owl: uses old farm buildings and orchards for roosting and nesting; Schedule 2
• Jersey orchid (Anacamptis laxiflora / Dactylorhiza praetermissa): wet grassland; Schedule 3 protected plant
• Sand lizard (Lacerta agilis): dune habitats; critically sensitive to disturbance near Les Blanches Banques
• Short-toed treecreeper: woodland species; present in Jersey but not UK mainland
• Cirl bunting: farmland bird now rare in UK but present in Jersey; hedgerow and warm scrubby margins



9.2 Bat Survey Record
All 8 bat species in Jersey are protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021. Farm buildings, orchards, trees and valley woodlands are important bat roost sites. Any works affecting roost sites require a licence from the Government of Jersey Natural Environment team. Contact Jersey Bats for survey support.

	Survey Type
	Surveyor / Contact
	Date
	Species Recorded
	Roost Locations on Farm
	Licence Required?
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



9.3 Reptile Survey Record
	Species
	Survey Method
	Surveyor
	Date
	Locations on Farm
	Habitat Used
	Management Recommendations

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



9.4 Annual Species Log
Record notable species observations throughout the year. Submit records to the Jersey Biodiversity Centre (jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je) to contribute to the island’s 430,000+ biological record dataset.

	Date
	Species
	Number / Size
	Location on Farm
	Activity / Behaviour
	Recorder
	Submitted to JBC? (Y/N)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




10. Archaeology & Jersey Heritage
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: Section 10 – Archaeological and historic features must be identified, recorded and protected
Red Tractor: 3.1 – Designated heritage assets require protection
Jersey: Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002 – listed places and buildings protected; works require consent
Jersey: Island Plan 2022–25 Policy HE1 – protection of the historic environment



	🏛️  Jersey’s Extraordinary Archaeological Heritage
Jersey has one of the richest concentrations of archaeological sites in the British Isles relative to its land area
The island’s heritage spans from the Palaeolithic sea caves of La Cotte de St Breclade (one of Europe’s most important Neanderthal sites) through Neolithic dolmens and menhirs, Bronze Age field systems, to World War II fortifications
All significant heritage assets are protected as Listed Places under the Planning and Building (Jersey) Law 2002
Works affecting, adjacent to or near a Listed Place require consent from the Minister for Planning
Jersey Heritage (jerseyheritage.org) holds the Historic Environment Record (HER) for Jersey and should be consulted before any ground disturbance in fields known or suspected to contain heritage assets
Unrecorded archaeological features are likely to remain undiscovered on many farms – accidental discovery of archaeology during cultivation must be reported to Jersey Heritage
World War II structures (bunkers, observation towers, coastal batteries) may be present on farm land and are increasingly recognised as significant heritage assets



10.1 Heritage Asset Register
	Asset Name / Ref
	Type
	Grade / Status
	Jersey Heritage Ref
	Parish / Location
	Condition
	Permitted Operations
	Restricted Activities
	Last Condition Check

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Jersey heritage asset types: Listed Place – prehistoric (dolmen, menhir, tumulus, standing stone, Neolithic site, Bronze Age field system), historic (mill, farmstead, manor, cider press, granite water trough, medieval boundary), WWII fortification (bunker, observation post, anti-tank wall, battery), archaeological earthwork, crop mark site, findspot. Contact Jersey Heritage for records and guidance.

10.2 WWII Structures on Farm
Many Jersey farms contain World War II German Occupation structures. These are increasingly recognised as significant heritage assets and some are Listed Places. They may also provide important habitat for bats, birds and invertebrates.

	Any WWII structures present on farm?
	[Y/N – describe: bunker, observation post, tunnel, anti-tank obstacle, battery position etc.]

	Listed Place status?
	[Y/N – check with Jersey Heritage]

	Condition
	[Describe: intact / partially collapsed / overgrown]

	Current use / management
	[e.g. disused; used for storage; bat roost; sealed]

	Any bat use of structure?
	[Y/N – bats frequently roost in WWII bunkers; Wildlife Law protection applies]

	Consent required for any works?
	[Y/N – contact Jersey Heritage and Natural Environment team before any works]



10.3 Undesignated Archaeological Features
	Any undesignated earthworks, ridges or soil marks in fields?
	[Y/N – describe; may indicate buried archaeology]

	Any crop marks visible from aerial photography?
	[Y/N – check Jersey Heritage aerial archive]

	Any stone tools, pottery, or metalwork found during cultivation?
	[Y/N – report all finds to Jersey Heritage regardless of significance]

	Any evidence of medieval strip field systems (La Campagne)?
	[Y/N – particularly in St Ouen and surrounding parishes]

	Contact for reporting accidental finds
	Jersey Heritage: jerseyheritage.org / 01534 633300




11. Jersey Agri-Environment & Conservation Partnerships
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.9 – Agri-environment scheme participation and delivery should be documented
Red Tractor: 3 – Scheme agreements provide context for environmental management on the farm
Jersey: Government of Jersey agri-environment payments and farm support schemes



Jersey does not operate the UK’s Countryside Stewardship or Sustainable Farming Incentive schemes. The island has its own agricultural support framework administered by the Government of Jersey. Farmers wishing to receive support for conservation measures should engage with the Government of Jersey Agriculture team and Natural Environment team directly. Additionally, several conservation organisations operate in Jersey and welcome farm partnerships.

11.1 Current Jersey Government Support Agreements
	Scheme / Agreement Name
	Reference Number
	Start Date
	End Date
	Annual Payment (£)
	Key Environmental Requirements
	Compliance Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



11.2 Conservation Partnerships
	Involvement with Birds on the Edge project?
	[Y/N – partnership between National Trust for Jersey, Government of Jersey and Durrell; contact birdsontheedge.org]

	National Trust for Jersey land management agreement?
	[Y/N – contact nationaltrust.je]

	Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust engagement?
	[Y/N – contact durrell.org for farm conservation projects]

	La Société Jersiaise involvement?
	[Y/N – natural history and heritage organisation; societe-jersiaise.org]

	Jersey Bat Group engagement?
	[Y/N – bat surveys and advice; jerseybats.org]

	Jersey Biodiversity Centre records submitted?
	[Y/N – jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je]

	RJA&HS environment working group involvement?
	[Y/N – Royal Jersey Agricultural & Horticultural Society; royaljersey.co.uk]

	Jersey Marine Conservation (marine-adjacent land)?
	[Y/N – relevant if farm borders intertidal or Ramsar areas]

	Any Catchment Sensitive Farming equivalent engagement?
	[Y/N – contact Government of Jersey Natural Environment team]



11.3 Future Conservation Opportunities
	Any habitat creation or restoration opportunities identified?
	[Describe: type, area, location, feasibility]

	Potential for new ponds to support agile frog recovery?
	[Y/N – particularly in south-west Jersey; contact Natural Environment team]

	Potential for bank / hedge restoration or creation?
	[Y/N – describe]

	Potential for traditional orchard restoration or creation?
	[Y/N – contact RJA&HS for variety advice]

	Any interest in landscape-scale conservation projects?
	[Describe partnerships being explored]



12. Green Lanes, Public Access & Countryside Routes
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.10 – Public rights of way and access must be maintained and respected
Red Tractor: 3.1 – Rights of way must be kept clear and unobstructed
Jersey: Parish Roads – Green Lanes are part of Jersey’s countryside access network managed by parishes



Jersey has a network of designated Green Lanes — historic narrow lanes restricted to priority access for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders, with a 15 mph speed limit for vehicles. These lanes pass through much of the island’s farmed landscape and are an important part of Jersey’s countryside access infrastructure. Their hedgebanks, verges and associated habitats are significant conservation features.

12.1 Green Lanes & Countryside Routes Adjacent to Farm
	Lane / Route Name
	Type
	Length Adjacent to Farm (m)
	Boundary Responsibility
	Verge Condition
	Any Obstructions?
	Bank / Hedge Condition
	Action Required

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Route types: Green Lane (priority pedestrian / cyclist / horse); Parish road; Footpath; Coastal path; Access point to SSI or National Park. Check with your Parish for the definitive list of Green Lanes adjacent to your land.

12.2 Public Access Management
	Any public footpaths crossing farm land?
	[Y/N – describe; check with Parish]

	Are all footpaths clear and accessible?
	[Y/N – describe any issues and planned resolution]

	Any permissive access or open access arrangements?
	[Y/N – describe terms and expiry]

	Any visitor or educational access to the farm?
	[Y/N – describe and note any insurance considerations]

	Adjacent to any coastal path?
	[Y/N – coastal path network is important for tourism and access; coordinate maintenance with Jersey National Park]




13. Conservation Objectives & Action Plan
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: 9.11 / Continuous Improvement – conservation objectives must be set and reviewed annually
Red Tractor: 3 – Environmental management plans must show documented improvement goals



13.1 Long-Term Conservation Vision for the Farm
	Overall conservation vision (10–20 years)
	[Describe the desired future state for the farm’s habitats, species and landscape]

	Priority habitats to restore or create
	[e.g. valley meadow, earthen bank network, traditional orchard, pond]

	Priority species to support
	[e.g. agile frog, green lizard, barn owl, skylark, chough, bats]

	Priority heritage features to conserve
	[e.g. dolmen on eastern boundary, WWII bunker in north field, medieval bank system]

	Connection to island-wide conservation goals
	[e.g. contributing to Jersey Biodiversity Strategy; Birds on the Edge; agile frog recovery]

	Landscape-scale ambitions
	[e.g. part of a valée restoration corridor; connected coastal heath network]



13.2 Annual Objectives & Action Plan
	Objective
	Habitat / Species / Feature
	Actions Required
	Responsible Person
	Resources / Cost (£)
	Target Date
	KPI / Measurable Outcome
	Status

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



13.3 Key Performance Indicators
	Total length of earthen banks in Good or Better condition (m)
	[Record and track annually]

	Total area of unimproved / semi-natural grassland (vergees)
	[Record and track annually]

	Number of ponds in Good or Better condition
	[Record and track annually]

	Total length of buffer strips adjacent to streams (m)
	[Record and track annually]

	Total area of field margins and winter bird crops (vergees)
	[Record and track annually]

	Number of bat species recorded on farm (via survey)
	[Track annually; Jersey has 8 species]

	Agile frog / green lizard presence confirmed? (Y/N)
	[Record annually; report to JBC]

	Number of chough / skylark observed on farm (winter counts)
	[Record annually via JBC / Birds on the Edge]

	Species records submitted to Jersey Biodiversity Centre
	[Target: submit all notable records annually]

	Number of heritage assets inspected and in stable condition
	[Target: 100% inspected annually]



14. Training & Competence
	Audit & Regulatory Cross-Reference
LEAF Marque: Section 2 – All staff must be trained to identify and protect key conservation features
Red Tractor: Management – awareness of legal obligations regarding protected species and habitats required



	Name
	Role
	Training / Qualification
	Provider / Reference
	Date
	Expiry / Review Date

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Relevant training in Jersey: Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 awareness training (Natural Environment team, gov.je); Jersey Bat Group species identification workshops; Jersey Biodiversity Centre species survey training; Jersey Heritage archaeology and heritage awareness; Birds on the Edge farmland bird workshops (National Trust for Jersey / Durrell); RJA&HS farm environment seminars; Agri-environment scheme management training (Government of Jersey Agriculture team)


15. Audit Compliance Checklist
Complete this checklist prior to each LEAF Marque or Red Tractor audit to confirm all conservation and landscape requirements are met within the Jersey regulatory framework.

	Requirement
	LEAF Ref
	RT Ref
	Evidence
	Complete?

	Farm details and Jersey-specific context documented
	S.1
	Mgmt
	Section 1
	

	Jersey landscape character described; earthen bank network documented
	9.1
	3.1
	Section 2
	

	Farm map with all features prepared and current
	9.1
	3.1
	Section 2.3 / App. A
	

	All SSIs identified; Planning and Building Law obligations documented
	9.2
	3.1
	Section 3.1
	

	Jersey National Park land identified and managed accordingly
	9.2
	3.1
	Section 3.2
	

	Ramsar buffer management in place (where applicable)
	9.2
	3.1
	Section 3.3
	

	Listed buildings and places documented; Jersey Heritage consulted
	10
	3.1
	Section 3.4 & 10
	

	Invasive species identified; control plan in place
	9.2
	3.1
	Section 3.5
	

	Earthen bank and hedgerow management plan in place
	9.3
	3.2
	Section 4
	

	No hedge or bank cutting during nesting season (broadly March–August)
	9.3
	3.2
	Section 4.1 / records
	

	Individual and veteran trees recorded
	9.4
	3.2
	Section 5.1
	

	Valée woodland and orchard management documented
	9.4
	3.2
	Section 5.2 & 5.3
	

	Semi-natural grassland and coastal heath identified; management plan in place
	9.5
	3.2
	Section 6
	

	Pond and watercourse register maintained; agile frog status noted
	9.6
	3.2
	Section 7
	

	Riparian buffer strips in place; livestock excluded from streams
	9.6
	4
	Section 7.3
	

	Field margins and winter bird crops documented
	9.7
	3.3
	Section 8
	

	Jersey priority species survey records maintained
	9.8
	3.2
	Section 9
	

	Bat survey carried out; roost sites documented; Wildlife Law compliance confirmed
	9.8
	3.2
	Section 9.2
	

	Reptile survey carried out (green lizard, wall lizard, slow worm)
	9.8
	3.2
	Section 9.3
	

	Species records submitted to Jersey Biodiversity Centre
	9.8
	3.2
	Section 9.4
	

	WWII structures on farm identified and managed appropriately
	10
	3.1
	Section 10.2
	

	Accidental archaeological finds reported to Jersey Heritage
	10
	3.1
	Section 10.3
	

	Jersey Government agri-environment scheme compliance documented
	9.9
	3
	Section 11.1
	

	Conservation partnerships (Birds on the Edge, JBC, Durrell etc.) documented
	9.9
	3
	Section 11.2
	

	Green Lanes and public access routes clear and maintained
	9.10
	3.1
	Section 12
	

	Conservation objectives, KPIs set and reviewed annually
	9.11 / CI
	3
	Section 13
	

	Training records current for all relevant staff
	S.2
	Mgmt
	Section 14
	

	Plan reviewed and signed off annually
	All
	All
	Section 16
	




16. Annual Review & Sign-Off
This Jersey Farm Conservation & Landscape Plan must be reviewed at least annually. Update following any significant habitat change, new designation, species discovery, or change in scheme agreements. All works affecting designated features, protected species or listed heritage assets require prior contact with the relevant Jersey authority.

	Review Date
	Reviewed By
	Key Changes Made
	Actions Completed
	Outstanding Actions
	Next Review Date
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Plan Owner Declaration

	I confirm this Conservation & Landscape Plan is accurate for conditions on this Jersey holding, that all legal requirements under Jersey law are being met, and that conservation management will be actively improved.
	

	Signed (Farm Owner / Manager)
	[Signature]

	Printed Name
	[Name]

	Date
	[DD/MM/YYYY]

	Next Review Date
	[DD/MM/YYYY]




Appendices

Appendix A – Farm Map
Attach a current farm map at suitable scale (ideally 1:5,000 or 1:10,000) on an OS or States of Jersey base, clearly showing: all field parcels with vergee areas; earthen banks and hedgerows; trees and woodland; valée features; ponds and streams; semi-natural habitats; SSI boundaries (if applicable); National Park boundary (if applicable); heritage assets; Green Lanes and footpaths; agri-environment scheme areas. Update whenever significant changes occur. Jersey mapping base data is available from the States of Jersey via gov.je.

Appendix B – Habitat & Species Survey Reports
Retain all ecological survey reports: Phase 1 Habitat Survey, botanical surveys, bat surveys, reptile surveys, agile frog surveys, bird surveys. Submit all records to the Jersey Biodiversity Centre (jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je). Retain Wildlife (Jersey) Law 2021 licences and any associated mitigation plans.

Appendix C – Jersey Heritage Records
Retain: Jersey Heritage Historic Environment Record (HER) data extracts; Listed Place and Listed Building consent decisions; any archaeological assessment reports; Jersey Heritage correspondence regarding farm features. Contact Jersey Heritage at jerseyheritage.org or 01534 633300 for record searches.

Appendix D – Jersey Government Agri-Environment Scheme Documents
Retain copies of all Government of Jersey agricultural support scheme agreements, option maps, payment records and correspondence. Cross-reference with Section 11.

Appendix E – Key Contacts for Jersey Conservation & Heritage

	LEAF Marque enquiries
	leafuk.org

	Red Tractor Assurance
	redtractor.org.uk

	Government of Jersey Natural Environment team
	gov.je/Environment (Natural Environment team, Howard Davis Farm, Trinity, JE3 5JP)

	Government of Jersey – Wildlife licences
	gov.je/Environment/LandMarineWildlife/LegalProtectionSpecies

	Government of Jersey – Agriculture team
	gov.je/Industry/FarmingFishing

	Government of Jersey – Planning (Listed Places)
	gov.je/CitizenStatus/Permissions/Pages/PlanningApplications.aspx

	Jersey Heritage (HER, listed buildings, archaeology)
	jerseyheritage.org / 01534 633300

	Jersey Biodiversity Centre (species records)
	jerseybiodiversitycentre.org.je

	Birds on the Edge (chough, farmland birds)
	birdsontheedge.org

	National Trust for Jersey
	nationaltrust.je

	Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
	durrell.org

	La Société Jersiaise (natural history, heritage)
	societe-jersiaise.org

	Jersey Bat Group
	jerseybats.org

	Jersey National Park
	jerseynationalpark.com

	Royal Jersey Agricultural & Horticultural Society (RJA&HS)
	royaljersey.co.uk

	Jersey Farmers’ Union
	jfu.je

	NNSS – Jersey invasive species information
	nonnativespecies.org/overseas-territories/territory-pages/jersey

	My agri-env / conservation adviser
	[Name and contact – add here]

	My local bat survey contact
	[Name and contact – add here]
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