Smallholder Waste Management Plan  |  [Holding Name]  |  Reviewed: [MM/YYYY]

🛑
SMALLHOLDER
Waste Management Plan
A simple, practical guide for holdings of 1–20 vergees
	[Holding / Small Farm Name]
[Address, County, Postcode]

Holder: [Name]    |    Farm Code: [Number]    |    Size: [__ vergees]

Date completed: [DD/MM/YYYY]    |    Review due: [DD/MM/YYYY]



Supports good practice for LEAF Marque & Red Tractor assurance
Keep this document with your other farm records and review it every year.

How to Use This Plan
Every landowner in Jersey has a legal duty of care for their waste — that applies whether you farm 1 vergee or 1,000. This plan helps you stay on the right side of that duty without getting buried in complexity. It focuses on the waste types most likely to arise on a small holding and keeps the paperwork to a minimum.

	✅ This plan helps you:
• Identify every type of waste your holding produces
• Know the rules for plastics, hazardous waste, and fallen animals
• Keep simple records that satisfy LEAF Marque and Red Tractor auditors
• Reduce waste and find recycling routes that save you money
• Avoid the most common legal pitfalls that catch small landowners out



	⚠️  The rules that apply to everyone — regardless of holding size
Burning plastic of any kind in the open is illegal in England
All controlled waste leaving your holding must be accompanied by a Waste Transfer Note
Only a registered waste carrier may take controlled waste away — check before they collect
Burying waste (other than deadstock in very specific circumstances) is illegal
Hazardous waste (oil, pesticide containers, batteries, fluorescent tubes) must be disposed of correctly



Work through each section and fill in what applies. Write N/A for anything that doesn’t. Review and update it every year.

Section 1 – About Your Holding

	Holding name
	
What do you call your place?

	Address
	
Full address including postcode

	Farm Code
	
From the Rural Economy

	Total size (vergees)
	
Approximate is fine

	Main activities
	
e.g. veg growing, chickens, pigs, orchard, horses, glamping

	Main buildings / infrastructure
	
e.g. house, barn, stable, polytunnel, workshop, storage shed

	Any livestock kept?
	
Yes / No — if yes, what and how many?

	Any pesticides / herbicides used?
	
Yes / No — determines whether pesticide container rules apply

	Any asbestos-containing roofs/floors?
	
Yes / No / Don’t know — old corrugated roofing may contain asbestos

	Plan prepared by
	
Your name

	Date completed
	
DD/MM/YYYY

	Next review date
	
Set for 12 months’ time




Section 2 – Your Waste Streams
Before you can manage waste properly, you need to know what waste you actually produce. Go through the list below and tick everything that applies to your holding, then note roughly how much and where it currently goes.

2.1 Waste Inventory
	Waste Type
	Applies? ✓
	Approx. Amount per Year
	Current Disposal Route
	Any Issues / Comments

	Household-type (food, packaging, paper)
	
	
	
	

	Cardboard & clean paper
	
	
	
	

	Glass bottles / jars
	
	
	
	

	Plastics (bags, bottles, containers)
	
	
	
	

	Silage wrap / bale netting
	
	
	
	

	Fertiliser bags (clean)
	
	
	
	

	Pesticide / chemical containers
	
	
	
	

	Polytunnel film
	
	
	
	

	Scrap metal / wire / fencing
	
	
	
	

	Old machinery / equipment
	
	
	
	

	Waste oil / engine oil
	
	
	
	

	Batteries (vehicle / small)
	
	
	
	

	Fluorescent / low-energy light tubes
	
	
	
	

	Old electrical equipment (WEEE)
	
	
	
	

	Animal bedding / soiled straw
	
	
	
	

	Animal manure (solid)
	
	
	
	

	Crop residues / veg trimmings
	
	
	
	

	Deadstock / fallen animals
	
	
	
	

	Veterinary medicines / sharps
	
	
	
	

	Tyres
	
	
	
	

	Rubble / building waste
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	



2.2 Biggest Waste Issues
	Which waste type costs you the most to dispose of?
	
Note the type and approximate annual cost

	Any waste currently going to landfill that could be recycled?
	
Describe

	Any waste you’re unsure how to dispose of legally?
	
Describe — Section 3 may help

	Any waste currently being burned that shouldn’t be?
	
Describe and note what needs to change



Section 3 – Everyday Waste & Recycling
Most of the waste from a small holding can be reduced, reused or recycled — often saving money in the process. This section covers the day-to-day waste that all holdings produce.

3.1 General & Household-Type Waste
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	Recyclables (cardboard, paper, glass, tins) separated and put in kerbside recycling or taken to local recycling centre
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Food waste composted on site or disposed of via kerbside collection (not fed to pigs/poultry unless specific rules allow)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Cardboard used for mulching / weed suppression before disposal where possible
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Single-use plastics minimised where alternatives exist (e.g. buying in bulk, reusable containers)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Waste not mixed unnecessarily — separated at source makes recycling easier
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



3.2 Organic Waste & Composting
	Compost heap or bin in use?
	
Yes / No — describe location and type

	What goes in the compost?
	
e.g. veg trimmings, crop residues, cardboard, grass clippings, straw

	What is kept OUT of the compost?
	
Meat, fish, dairy, cooked food — these attract vermin and may need a permit

	How is finished compost used?
	
e.g. dug into veg beds, used as mulch, spread on pasture

	Compost applied to land in large quantities?
	
If applying over 50 tonnes/year you may need to register an EA exemption

	Crop residues / veg trimmings managed how?
	
e.g. composted, fed to animals, incorporated into soil, mulched



💡 A compost heap is the simplest and most effective waste management tool on a small holding. It turns vegetable waste, crop residues and bedding straw into a valuable soil improver at zero cost.

3.3 Reducing Waste at Source
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	I try to buy only what I need to avoid expired products becoming waste
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	I maintain and repair tools and equipment rather than replacing them prematurely
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	I find ways to reuse materials before putting them in the waste stream
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	I keep records of what waste I produce to spot patterns and reduce them over time
	☐
	☐
	☐
	




Section 4 – Agricultural Plastics
Agricultural plastic is one of the most visible waste streams on any holding and one of the most commonly mismanaged. The rules are clear and auditors will check this specifically.

	⚠️  Agricultural Plastics – The Rules
Burning agricultural plastics in the open is ILLEGAL in Jersey — it is a criminal offence
Burying plastics on your land is also illegal
All plastic waste must go to a licensed collector or be taken to a registered facility
Clean, dry, separated plastic film (silage wrap, bags) can be collected for recycling by registered schemes
Contaminated or mixed plastics must be disposed of as controlled waste with a Waste Transfer Note



4.1 Agricultural Plastic Types Used
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	Black or white silage / haylage wrap
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Bale netting (plastic)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Bale twine (plastic / synthetic — not natural sisal)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Fertiliser or feed bags (plastic)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Pesticide / chemical containers
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Polytunnel film or horticultural fleece
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Irrigation tubing or drip tape
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Other plastic packaging
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



4.2 Plastic Storage & Collection
	Where are used plastics stored?
	
Describe location — keep under cover and away from watercourses

	Are different plastic types kept separate?
	
Yes / No — separation makes recycling easier and often cheaper

	Are plastics baled or compacted?
	
Yes / No — compacting reduces collection costs and storage space

	Registered collector used?
	
Name and contact — e.g. Agri-Cycle (agri-cycle.co.uk)

	Date of last collection
	
DD/MM/YYYY

	Waste Transfer Note received and kept?
	
Yes / No — required for every collection



4.3 Pesticide & Chemical Containers
These require special attention. An unrinsed pesticide container is classified as hazardous waste. Triple-rinsing makes it safe for recycling.

	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	Containers triple-rinsed immediately after emptying (rinse three times, add rinsings to spray tank)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Rinsed containers punctured or crushed to prevent reuse
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Rinsed containers stored separately in a weatherproof, secure location
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Rinsed containers collected via the Agrecycle EMPTY scheme or similar registered service
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Unrinsed / contaminated containers disposed of as hazardous waste (see Section 5)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Records of container disposal kept
	☐
	☐
	☐
	





Section 5 – Hazardous Waste
Hazardous waste needs extra care. On a small holding the most common hazardous wastes are waste oil, vehicle batteries, fluorescent light tubes, electrical equipment and pesticide containers. None of these can go in a skip or general waste bin.

	⚠️  Key rules for hazardous waste
Hazardous waste must be stored separately from other waste, clearly labelled, and in a suitable container
It must only be collected by an EA-registered waste carrier with the appropriate permit
A Hazardous Waste Consignment Note (not a standard Waste Transfer Note) is required for every movement
Keep consignment notes for at least 3 years



5.1 Hazardous Waste on This Holding
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	Waste mineral oil / engine oil / hydraulic oil
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Lead-acid batteries (vehicle, tractor, ATV)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Fluorescent light tubes or low-energy bulbs
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Old electrical equipment / appliances (WEEE)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Out-of-date or unused pesticides / herbicides / fungicides
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Unrinsed pesticide containers (see Section 4.3)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Antifreeze / brake fluid
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Asbestos-containing materials (if present — see 5.4)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Refrigerant gases (old fridges, air conditioning)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Other hazardous materials (describe in notes)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



5.2 Waste Oil
	How is waste oil collected / stored?
	
e.g. sealed drum, oil tank, plastic container — describe

	Is the storage container bunded or in a drip tray?
	
Yes / No — essential to prevent soil / watercourse contamination

	Distance from nearest watercourse or drain?
	
State in metres — aim for at least 10m

	Registered waste oil collector used?
	
Name and contact

	Date of last collection
	
DD/MM/YYYY

	Consignment note kept?
	
Yes / No



💡 Never pour waste oil down a drain, onto ground, or into a ditch. Even a small amount can contaminate a large volume of water. Registered collectors will often collect for free if you have enough accumulated.

5.3 Batteries & Small Electrical Items
	How are used vehicle / tractor batteries disposed of?
	
e.g. returned to supplier, scrap dealer, local authority HWRC

	How are small household batteries disposed of?
	
e.g. supermarket battery bank, kerbside collection

	How is old electrical equipment (WEEE) disposed of?
	
e.g. WEEE-approved retailer take-back, local authority HWRC, registered collector

	Fluorescent tubes / low-energy bulbs — disposal route?
	
e.g. local authority HWRC — do NOT put in general waste



5.4 Asbestos
Asbestos is still present in many older farm buildings, most commonly as corrugated roofing sheets. If it is intact and undamaged it is generally safe to leave alone, but you need to know it is there.

	Any buildings with asbestos-containing materials (ACMs)?
	
Yes / No / Don’t know — if unsure, treat as yes until surveyed

	Type and location of suspected ACMs
	
e.g. corrugated roof sheets on old barn; floor tiles in workshop

	Condition
	
Intact and sealed / damaged or deteriorating / unknown

	Is it labelled and known to all workers / visitors?
	
Yes / No

	Removal carried out or planned?
	
Yes / No — removal of asbestos roofing is non-licensable but a competent person must do it safely; disposal via licensed facility with consignment note



💡 If in doubt about whether a material contains asbestos, do not disturb it. Contact the HSE an accredited asbestos surveyor before proceeding. Disturbing asbestos without proper precautions is a serious health and legal risk.

Section 6 – Fallen Animals & Livestock Waste
If you keep any livestock or poultry, you need a plan for what happens when an animal dies and how you manage animal-related waste. Complete this section if you keep animals; write N/A if you don’t.

6.1 Fallen Stock (Deadstock)
	Species kept
	
List all — e.g. chickens, pigs, sheep, goats, horses, ducks

	Primary disposal route for fallen stock
	
e.g. licensed knackery / hunt kennels, incineration, on-farm burial (see rules below)

	Licensed collector used
	
Name and APHA approval number if applicable

	National Fallen Stock Company member?
	
Yes / No — nfsco.co.uk; subsidised collection available

	On-farm burial used?
	
Yes / No — strict rules apply (see box below)

	Disposal records kept?
	
Yes / No — required for all livestock keepers; retain 5 years



	⚠️  On-farm burial of fallen stock – rules
On-farm burial of cattle, sheep, pigs and goats is generally NOT permitted unless in a remote area
Poultry and small livestock (rabbits, guinea pigs etc.) may be buried on your own land subject to local rules
Do NOT bury within 50 metres of a watercourse, spring, well or borehole
Do NOT bury in a flood risk zone or on waterlogged ground
Do NOT bury animals that may have died of notifiable disease
Always check current guidance before burying any fallen stock



6.2 Animal Manure & Bedding
	How is solid manure and soiled bedding managed?
	
e.g. composted on site, spread on land, collected by contractor

	Is there a dedicated muck heap?
	
Yes / No — describe location; should be away from watercourses

	Is the muck heap at least 10m from any watercourse?
	
Yes / No

	Is leachate / runoff from the muck heap contained?
	
Yes / No — describe any drainage measures

	Is any manure spread on land?
	
Yes / No — if yes, follow NMP rules (see Nutrient Management Plan)

	Manure given away or sold?
	
Yes / No — if given away it is still controlled waste; Waste Transfer Note may be needed



6.3 Veterinary Medicines & Sharps
	How are out-of-date or unused medicines disposed of?
	
Return to dispensing vet — do NOT put in general waste or drain

	Are sharps (needles) used on this holding?
	
Yes / No — if yes, see below

	Sharps stored in approved yellow sharps bin?
	
Yes / No

	Sharps bin collected by licensed contractor?
	
Yes / No — contractor name

	Records of sharps disposal kept?
	
Yes / No




Section 7 – Waste Storage & Site Tidiness
How and where you store waste matters both for compliance and for the appearance of your holding. LEAF and Red Tractor auditors will look at your yard and storage areas as part of their inspection.

7.1 Waste Storage Checklist
	Item
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes / Action

	All waste has a designated storage point — waste is not left scattered around the yard
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Hazardous waste (oil, chemicals, batteries, tubes) stored separately and clearly labelled
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Waste stored at least 10m from watercourses, ditches, ponds and drains
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Liquid waste (oil, chemicals) stored in bunded containers or drip trays
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Agricultural plastics stored under cover or in a covered compound
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	No waste being burned in the open (including cardboard, paper, wood treated with preservatives)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Scrap metal and redundant machinery not allowed to accumulate indefinitely
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Waste storage areas checked regularly for leaks, pests or damage
	☐
	☐
	☐
	

	Farm access tracks and gates secured to deter unauthorised dumping
	☐
	☐
	☐
	



7.2 Scrap & Redundant Equipment
	Any redundant machinery or scrap accumulating on site?
	
Yes / No — describe what and where

	Plan to clear it?
	
Describe approach and target date

	Scrap metal disposal route
	
e.g. registered scrap dealer (must be licensed); they will usually collect for free or pay you

	Old tyres — how are they disposed of?
	
e.g. NATCO registered tyre collector (natco.uk.com); do NOT burn or bury

	Any old fuel tanks (oil, diesel) on site?
	
Yes / No — decommissioned tanks must be properly cleaned and disposed of; contact EA for guidance



💡 Scrap metal dealers must be licensed under the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013. They are not allowed to pay in cash. Always check a dealer is licensed at gov.uk/guidance/scrap-metal-dealer-registration before using them.

Section 8 – Waste Transfer Notes
A Waste Transfer Note (WTN) is the paper trail that proves your waste was handled legally. You must keep a copy every time controlled waste leaves your holding, and so must the person taking it.

	⚠️  When do you need a Waste Transfer Note?
Every time a skip is collected from your holding
Every time a waste contractor collects agricultural plastics, scrap metal, tyres or other waste
When giving away manure (if it counts as waste in that context — if in doubt, ask the EA)
NOT needed for household waste collected by your local authority from your home
NOT needed for waste you take to a registered household waste recycling centre yourself
For hazardous waste: you need a Consignment Note (more detailed) rather than a standard WTN



8.1 Waste Transfer Note Log
	Date
	Waste Type
	Contractor / Carrier
	Carrier Licence No.
	WTN Reference / Tick
	Hazardous? (Y/N)
	Retained? (Y/N)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Keep original WTNs for at least 2 years (non-hazardous) or 3 years (hazardous). This log is a summary only.

8.2 Checking Your Waste Contractor Is Registered
	How to check a carrier is licensed
	
Visit wastecarriersbrokers.environment-agency.gov.uk and search by company name or registration number

	What to look for
	
A valid EA carrier registration — Upper tier carrier for most controlled waste

	Main waste contractor used
	
Name, contact, and EA registration number

	Agricultural plastics collector
	
Name, contact, and EA registration number

	Hazardous waste contractor
	
Name, contact, and EA permit number



💡 If you hand waste to an unregistered carrier, YOU can be prosecuted — even if you acted in good faith. Always check before a first collection, and re-check annually.
Section 9 – Annual Review & Action Plan
Use this section once a year to take stock of how you’re managing waste, note any changes, and set a few practical goals for the year ahead.

9.1 Annual Review
	Review date
	
DD/MM/YYYY

	Reviewed by
	
Name

	Any new waste streams arising this year?
	
Yes / No — describe

	Any compliance issues or close calls?
	
Yes / No — describe and note what was learned

	Any waste being managed better than last year?
	
Yes / No — describe

	Any waste costing more than expected?
	
Yes / No — could this be reduced or a cheaper route found?

	Any waste being burned that shouldn’t be?
	
Yes / No — describe plan to stop

	Are all Waste Transfer Notes up to date and filed?
	
Yes / No

	One waste improvement from this year
	
Describe

	One waste goal for next year
	
Describe



9.2 Actions for This Year
	Action / Improvement
	Why
	Who will do it
	By when
	Done? ✓

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Section 10 – Useful Contacts & Resources

	LEAF Marque enquiries
	
leafuk.org

	Red Tractor Assurance
	
redtractor.org.uk

	My main waste contractor
	
Add name and contact here

	My agricultural plastics collector
	
Add name and contact here

	My hazardous waste contractor
	
Add name and contact here

	My local vet (medicines / sharps)
	
Add name and contact here



Sign-Off
By completing this plan, you confirm that the information is accurate, that you understand your duty of care as a waste producer, and that you are committed to managing waste on your holding responsibly and legally.

	Name (printed)
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	
DD/MM/YYYY

	Next review date
	
Set for 12 months from above



Keep this plan with your farm records and bring it to any LEAF or Red Tractor inspection.
For personal audit use only  –  Not for distribution	Page 1
