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Street Murals as Public Storytelling

I. Introduction

Hook: City walls often carry stories as bold as any headline.

Context: Street murals have grown into more than decoration; they act as cultural records and teaching

tools 1n public spaces.

Thesis Statement: Murals serve as public storytelling by giving visibility to community voices,

teaching shared history, and creating spaces for connection.

I1. Body Paragraph 1 — Giving Visibility to Voices

Topic Sentence: Murals highlight people and stories that might otherwise go unseen.

Supporting Detail 1: Artists use walls to portray local leaders, cultural traditions, and collective
struggles.

Supporting Detail 2: These images reclaim public space for communities that often feel overlooked.
Supporting Detail 3: A mural turns an ordinary wall into a landmark that reminds residents of their
identity.

Mini Example: A painting of neighborhood activists makes their contribution part of daily city life.

II1. Body Paragraph 2 — Teaching Shared History

Topic Sentence: Murals often act as open-air classrooms.

Supporting Detail 1: They introduce historical events and social movements to younger generations.
Supporting Detail 2: Visual storytelling sparks curiosity and encourages conversation.

Supporting Detail 3: Public art makes complex 1ssues more accessible to everyone, regardless of age
or background.

Mini Example: A mural showing civil rights marches gives passersby a vivid sense of the struggle for

equality.

IV. Body Paragraph 3 — Creating Spaces for Connection

Topic Sentence: Murals transform physical environments into gathering points that foster interaction.
Supporting Detail 1: Painted walls bring color and energy to neglected spaces.

Supporting Detail 2: Residents feel pride in areas marked by art, which encourages care for the
surroundings.

Supporting Detail 3: Observers often pause to talk about a mural, sparking small but meaningful

exchanges.
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e Mini Example: A large community mural in a park becomes a backdrop for conversations and local

+
events.

V. Conclusion

e Restated Thesis: Street murals act as public storytelling by amplifying voices, preserving history, and
building community bonds.

 Summary of Points: They give visibility, educate openly, and create shared spaces.

e Closing Thought: As long as walls stand in cities, murals will continue to tell stories that no single

book or institution could hold alone.
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