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Less than One Third of Vancouver Residents Signal Mayor Ken Sim Deserves Re-election as Two‑Thirds Say City Headed in Wrong Direction
With a year to go before the next municipal election, Vancouver residents are largely dissatisfied with the direction of the city, and a clear majority believe it’s “time for change”, according to a new Vancouver/MVRD Civic Politics 2025 survey conducted for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights.
The poll finds that 42 percent of Vancouver respondents believe Mayor Sim is doing a good job, compared with 58 percent who counter that he is doing a bad job. Only six percent describe his performance as very good—an endorsement that signals breadth without depth, adequacy without inspiration.   
The data also suggest Mayor Sim’s approval is not only moderate within city limits but weaker than for most other Metro Vancouver mayors, whose performance ratings generally sit at 52 percent. When asked if he deserves re-election, only 31 percent agree, while the remaining 69 percent say it’s time for someone new at City Hall. Local councillors in Vancouver (36%)/MVRD (37%) fare marginally better on the same assessment. 
In short, residents recognize effort from the Vancouver Mayor and Council but remain uneasy about the city’s trajectory, a sentiment that also remains a year away from being tested when a more defined group of candidates and their campaign platforms likely emerges. Similar views are held among residents in the MVRD, but less pronounced.
City Direction and Council Evaluations
Only 35 percent of Vancouver residents believe their city is headed in the right direction; 65 percent say it is off on the wrong track. Across the wider Metro Vancouver region (MVRD), sentiment is similar—38 percent right direction, 62 percent wrong track.
[bookmark: _Hlk211844759]Both inside the city and throughout the region, roughly seven in ten residents (Vancouver 73%, MVRD 69%) agree that their mayor and council are out of touch with what residents need. Vancouver City Council earns mixed reviews (45% good job, 55% bad job) with its MVRD counterparts scoring somewhat higher (52% good job, 48% bad job), while local councillors overall receive more positive assessments (53% Vancouver/57% MVRD) than negative evaluations.
Top Issues Facing Vancouver and the MVRD
Affordability and housing costs dominate resident concerns in every corner of the region:
· Affordability / cost of living: 53% (Vancouver), 52% (MVRD)
· Affordable rent / home ownership: 43% (Vancouver), 36% (MVRD)
· Homelessness: 32% (Vancouver), 23% (MVRD)
· Opioid crisis and related drug issues: 25% (Vancouver), 11% (MVRD)
· Healthcare: 25% (Vancouver), 30% (MVRD)
· Crime and policing: 24% (Vancouver), 20% (MVRD)

Traffic congestion, municipal spending, and growth and density round out a second tier of issues. In Vancouver specifically, the opioid and housing crises remain top‑of‑mind public priorities.
Voters Still Favour Independent Candidates Over Party Slates
When asked about the possibility of “municipal political parties,” clear majorities prefer the current independent approach. Nearly three‑quarters of Vancouver residents (73%) and four in five across the MVRD (79%) say they would rather elect individual candidates based on personal platforms and views than vote for a slate running under a shared banner.
About the Survey
This public opinion poll was undertaken for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights. The online survey was administered by the sample and data collection experts at Sago from September 30 to October 6, 2025, among adult (aged 18+) residents of Vancouver (n=351) and the Metro Vancouver Regional District (MVRD, n = 306). The data has been weighted to represent the adult population based on the most recent census. For comparison, probability samples of this size have a margin of error of ±5.2 percentage points for the city of Vancouver and ±5.7 percentage points for the MRVD, 19 times out of 20.
Canada Pulse Insights is an independent, Canadian owned public opinion research firm led by veteran pollster John Wright. The company adheres to the Canadian Research and Insights Council (CRIC) public opinion research standards and disclosure requirements. Sago, formerly the Schlesinger Group, is CRIC accredited and brings more than 55 years of experience in both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
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