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Vancouver and Metro Vancouver Residents Strongly Prefer Carney Over Poilievre to Handle Trump, Majorities See Tariff Effects and Support Buying Canadian
A new public opinion poll conducted for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights finds that residents across Vancouver and the Metro Vancouver Regional District (MVRD) believe by far and above that Liberal leader Mark Carney is the stronger federal leader compared to the abilities of Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre to deal with U.S. President Donald Trump.
The survey reveals that in Vancouver, 77 percent say Carney is better suited to handle relations with Trump, compared with 23 percent for Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre. Across the broader MVRD, Carney leads 67 percent to 33 percent.
Majorities Affected by Tariffs
Asked about the personal impact of Trump‑era tariffs (either positive or negative), majorities admit that they are being affected (vastly negatively). In Vancouver, 80 percent of residents say they or members of their household are being affected (22 percent a great deal, 58 percent somewhat). Only 20 percent say they are not affected. In the MVRD, 84 percent say they are affected (34 percent a great deal, 50 percent somewhat), while 16 percent say they are not affected.
Among those affected by tariffs in Vancouver (80%):
· 71 percent say their overall cost of living has increased.
· 67 percent say they will not travel to the U.S. because of tariffs or related tensions.
· 65 percent say they feel general fear about where the U.S. is headed.
· 26 percent report anxiety over potential job loss.
· 11 percent say a job loss has already occurred in their household.
· 4 percent report that their cost of living has decreased.
· 3 percent say they have had new opportunities as a result.
· 3 percent say they plan to vacation in the U.S. regardless of tariffs.
· 4 percent selected “other.”
Among those affected by tariffs in the MVRD (84%):
· 76 percent say their overall cost of living has increased.
· 66 percent say they will not travel to the U.S. because of tariffs or related tensions.
· 60 percent say they feel general fear about where the U.S. is headed.
· 23 percent report anxiety over potential job loss.
· 17 percent say a job loss has already occurred in their household.
· 6 percent report their living costs have decreased.
· 4 percent say they have new opportunities as a result.
· 4 percent say they plan to vacation in the U.S. regardless of tariffs.
· 4 percent selected “other.”
Consumer Behaviour: Residents of both Vancouver and the MVRD report strong preference for Canadian-made goods.
Overall, 76% (34% strongly) of those living in Vancouver and 78% (38% strongly) of those in the MVRD are on the hunt or lookout for Canadian made purchase options.
In Vancouver, 34 percent say they actively seek Canadian-made products and boycott most U.S. goods even if it costs more or limits choice. Another 42 percent describe themselves as “pro‑Canadian shoppers” who still buy U.S. products when cost or choice matters, and 24 percent buy on a case-by-case basis without regard to origin.
In the MVRD, 38 percent say they actively seek Canadian-made products and boycott most U.S. goods even if it costs more or limits choice. Another 40 percent describe themselves as “pro‑Canadian shoppers” who still buy U.S. products when cost or choice matters, and 22 percent buy on a case-by-case basis without concern for product origin.
U.S. Liquor and Wine Ban Should Continue
When asked if U.S. liquor and wine removed from sale because of tariffs should return to store shelves, clear majorities say they should stay off. In Vancouver, 72 percent disagree with restocking while 28 percent agree. Across the MVRD, 64 percent disagree and 36 percent agree.
About the Survey
This public opinion poll was undertaken for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights. The online survey was administered by the sample and data collection experts at Sago from September 30 to October 6, 2025, among adult (aged 18+) residents of Vancouver (n=351) and the Metro Vancouver Regional District (MVRD, n = 306). The data has been weighted to represent the adult population based on the most recent census. For comparison, probability samples of this size have a margin of error of ±5.2 percentage points for the city of Vancouver and ±5.7 percentage points for the MRVD, 19 times out of 20.
Canada Pulse Insights is an independent, Canadian owned public opinion research firm led by veteran pollster John Wright. The company adheres to the Canadian Research and Insights Council (CRIC) public opinion research standards and disclosure requirements. Sago, formerly the Schlesinger Group, is CRIC accredited and brings more than 55 years of experience in both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
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For further information:

John Wright, CEO, Canada Pulse Insights
Email: johnwright@canadapulseinsights.com
Phone: 416‑700‑4218
Website: CanadaPulseInsights.com
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