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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 28, 2025
Strong Approval for New Edmonton Police Chief and Front-Line Officers as Public Calls for Tougher Measures on Repeat Offenders and Youth Crime
A new public opinion poll conducted for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights finds overwhelming approval for the appointment of Deputy Police Chief Warren Driechel as Edmonton’s new Police Chief. The results also show strong public confidence in the city’s front-line officers but growing concern about violence, police response times, and repeat offenders released on bail.
Overall, the poll finds that Edmontonians express strong faith in their police leadership and officers but want stricter policies on repeat offenders, better response times, and visible enforcement to improve safety in neighbourhoods and public spaces.
Police Leadership and Performance
Eighty-six percent of Edmontonians approve of the choice of Warren Driechel as the new Chief of Police, with only 14 percent disapproving. Nearly eight in ten (78 percent) say front-line police officers are doing a good job for the city, while 22 percent say a bad job.
Top Crime Priorities
When asked which types of crime local police should focus on most, residents identify drug activity (41 percent), homicides (35 percent), and gang violence (32 percent) as the top three priorities. They are followed by home invasions or robberies (29 percent), assaults (27 percent), gun violence (23 percent), and human trafficking (20 percent).
Public Safety and Community Sentiment
Six in ten (60 percent) Edmontonians say they feel safe walking in their own neighbourhoods at night, while 40 percent do not. Seventy-one percent agree that police have done a good job managing recent protests, but 73 percent report being afraid of becoming victims of violence on public transit.
Response Times and Resources
More than seven in ten (72 percent) residents say they worry police response times would be too slow if they ever needed assistance. Based on personal experience, 62 percent rate response times as great or good, while 38 percent rate them as bad or terrible.
Police Budget
When asked about police funding, 43 percent of Edmontonians say the budget should be increased because the service is under-resourced, 49 percent say it should be held at current levels but used more efficiently, and 8 percent favour reducing it with savings redirected to other services.
Recurring Offenders and Youth Crime
Concerns about the justice system are widespread. Eighty-nine percent agree that too many violent offenders are being released on bail, and 92 percent say those who reoffend while on bail should be jailed without release until trial. Nearly eight in ten (79 percent) believe youth involved in violent or menacing crimes should be tried as adults.
Speed and Photo Radar Enforcement
A majority (61 percent) say more photo radar cameras are needed across the city, particularly near school zones.
About the Survey
This public opinion poll was undertaken for Rogers CityNews by Canada Pulse Insights. The online survey was administered by the sample and data collection experts at Sago from September 30 to October 6, 2025, among adult (aged 18+) residents of Edmonton (n=423). The data has been weighted to represent the adult population based on the most recent census. For comparison purposes, a probability sample of this size has a margin of error of ±4.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
Canada Pulse Insights is an independent, Canadian owned public opinion research firm led by veteran pollster John Wright. The company adheres to the Canadian Research and Insights Council (CRIC) public opinion research standards and disclosure requirements. Sago, formerly the Schlesinger Group, is CRIC accredited and brings more than 55 years of experience in both qualitative and quantitative research methods.
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John Wright, CEO, Canada Pulse Insights
Email: johnwright@canadapulseinsights.com
Phone: 416-700-4218
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