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:RrNers iQsWalliQJ bricN SaYers RQ �rG $YeQue

Introduction 
The mission of the Bessemer Historical 

Preservation Commission (BHPC) is to promote the 

preservation and use of historic sites, places, and 

properties for a better Bessemer.

7R WKaW eQG� WKe &iWy RI Bessemer iQ 199� 
aGRSWeG 2rGiQaQce ����1� WKereby creaWiQJ 
WKe +isWRrical &RmmissiRQ RI WKe &iWy 
RI Bessemer. ,Q �0�0� WKe cRmmissiRQ 
Zas reiQsWaWeG. 7Ke RrGiQaQce SrRYiGes 
WKe mayRr ZiWK WKe auWKRriWy WR aSSRiQW a 
seYeQ�member cRmmissiRQ WR 
recRmmeQG GesiJQaWiRQ RI lRcal KisWRric 
GisWricWs aQG laQGmarNs aQG SrRYiGes IRr 
GesiJQ reYieZ IRr all builGiQJ�relaWeG acWiYiWies 
WR WKe GesiJQeG sWrucWures. 

'RZQWRZQ Bessemer cRQWaiQs sRme RI WKe 
mRsW uQiTue laWe 19WK aQG early �0WK ceQWury 
builGiQJs iQ WKe 6WaWe RI $labama. 7Kese 
builGiQJs are a Yaluable ecRQRmic asseW. 
7Ke ciWy RI Bessemer� IRuQGeG iQ 1��7� 
sRRQ earQeG WKe QicNQame �7Ke 0arYel 
&iWy
� ,W earQeG WKis mRQiNer by becRmiQJ 
RQe RI WKe IasWesW JrRZiQJ WRZQs iQ 
$labama. 7Kis JrRZWK laiG WKe IRuQGaWiRQ 
IRr WKe ricK arcKiWecWure ZKicK may be IRuQG 
iQ Rur ciWy WRGay. PrRSer reQRYaWiRQ aQG 
maiQWeQaQce caQ sWabili]e aQG 
sWreQJWKeQ SrRSerWy Yalues as Zell as 
aWWracW busiQesses aQG WRurisWs. By 
imSlemeQWiQJ GesiJQ reYieZ sWaQGarGs� 
WKe ciWy caQ JreaWly eQKaQce iWs imaJe. 7Kis 
KelSs QRW RQly WKe SRSulaWiRQ RI WKe ciWy� 
buW alsR WKe busiQess RZQers ZKR SrRYiGe 
Yaluable JRRGs aQG serYices WR WKe Sublic. 
7Ke IRllRZiQJ GesiJQ reYieZ JuiGeliQes 
are WR serYe as a balaQciQJ mecKaQism 
beWZeeQ WKe Gays RI yesWeryear aQG WKe 
realiWy RI WRmRrrRZ. Bessemer� liNe RWKer 
ciWies� Kas iWs RZQ uQiTue TualiWies aQG WKe 
JuiGeliQe seeN WR SreserYe WKese GeIiQiQJ 
cKaracWerisWics IRr IuWure JeQeraWiRQs WR 
eQMRy aQG KRSeIully SreserYe. 

7Ke JuiGeliQes WKaW IRllRZ are QRW iQWeQGeG 
WR be iQIle[ible� raWKer WKey are WR serYe as a 
JuiGe IRr yRu WR maNe imSrRYemeQWs WR yRur 
SrRSerWy. 7Ke JuiGeliQes are brRaG aQG 
allRZ IRr ma[imum creaWiYiWy. 7Key JiYe 
WKe B+P& a Zay WR GeWermiQe 
ZKeWKer SrRSRseG ZRrN is aSSrRSriaWe 
WR WKe KisWRrical cKaracWer RI GRZQWRZQ. 
7Ke eQG resulW RI aGKereQce WR WKese 
JuiGeliQes is a SaWWerQ RI JrRZWK WKaW 
maiQWaiQs WKe ricK KeriWaJe RI WKe 
1aWiRQal 5eJisWer +isWRric 'isWricW. 

7Kese JuiGeliQes Zere creaWeG by 
WKe Bessemer +isWRrical PreserYaWiRQ 
&RmmissiRQ ZiWK assisWaQce IrRm WKe 
&iWy RI Bessemer
s (cRQRmic aQG 
&RmmuQiWy 'eYelRSmeQW 'eSarWmeQW� 
WKe Bessemer ,QGusWrial 'eYelRSmeQW 
BRarG� WKe 'RZQWRZQ 5eYiWali]aWiRQ 
$uWKRriWy� $labama 0aiQ 6WreeW 
PrRJram� aQG WKe 6WaWe RI $labama 
+isWRrical &RmmissiRQ. 

5 City of Bessemer +isWRric 'esiJQ *uiGeliQes  
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Definitions 
The following words, terms, and 
phrases, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, 
except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning

Certificate of Appropriateness

A document evidencing approval by the 
historic preservation commission of an 
application to make a material change in 
the appearance of a designated historic 
property or of a property located within a 
designated historic district.  

Exterior Architectural Feature

The architectural style, general design and 
general arrangement of the exterior of a 
building or other structure, including, but 
not limited to, the kind or texture of the 
building material and the type and style of 
a window, door, sign and other 
appurtenant architectural fixture, feature, 
detail or element relative to the foregoing.  

Exterior Environmental Feature

An aspect of the landscape or the 
development of a site which affects the 
historical character of the property,  

Historic District

A geographically definable area designated 
and recognized as a historic district.  

Historic Property

The individual building, structure, site, object 
or work of art including the adjacent area 
necessary for the proper appreciation thereof 
designated and recognized as a historic 
property.  

Material Change in Appearance 

A change that will affect either the exterior 
architectural or environmental features of a 
historic property or any building, structure, 
site, object, landscape feature or work of art 
within a historic district, such as:  

A reconstruction or alteration of the 
size, shape or facade of a historic 
property, including relocation of 
any doors or windows or removal or 
alteration of any architectural 
features, details or elements. 
Demolition or relocation of a historic 
structure. 
Commencement of excavation for 
construction purposes. 
A change in the location or advertising 
visible from the public right-of-way; or 
The erection, alteration, restoration, or 
removal of any building or other 
structure within a historic property or 
district, including walls, fences, steps 
and pavements or other appurtenant 
features 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  
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Approval of 

Alterations, 

Demolitions 

orNew 

Construction 

in Historic 

Districts or 

Involving 

Historic 

Properties 

$IWer WKe GesiJQaWiRQ by RrGiQaQce RI a 
KisWRric SrRSerWy Rr a KisWRric GisWricW� QR 
KisWRric SrRSerWy may be GemRlisKeG� QR 
builGiQJ Rr sWrucWure iQ a KisWRric GisWricW may be 
erecWeG Rr GemRlisKeG� aQG QR maWerial 
cKaQJe iQ WKe e[WeriRr aSSearaQce RI sucK 
KisWRric SrRSerWy� Rr RI a sWrucWure� siWe� 
RbMecW Rr ZRrN RI arW ZiWKiQ sucK KisWRric 
GisWricW� sKall be maGe Rr be SermiWWeG WR be 
maGe by WKe RZQer Rr RccuSaQW WKereRI� 
uQless Rr uQWil WKe aSSlicaWiRQ IRr a 
cerWiIicaWe RI aSSrRSriaWeQess Kas beeQ 
submiWWeG WR aQG aSSrRYeG by WKe 
cRmmissiRQ. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

Approval 

of New 

Construction 

within 

Designated 

Districts 

Approval of 

Signs within 

Designated 

Districts 

Approval of 

Alterations, 

Demolitions of 

Public Property 

within Historic 

Districts or 

Public Property 

Designated 

Historic 

Property 

Color 

7Ke cRmmissiRQ sKall issue cerWiIicaWes 
RI aSSrRSriaWeQess WR QeZ sWrucWures 
cRQsWrucWeG ZiWKiQ GesiJQaWeG KisWRric 
GisWricWs iI WKese sWrucWures cRQIRrm iQ 
GesiJQ� scale� builGiQJ maWerials� seWbacN 
aQG laQGscaSiQJ WR WKe cKaracWer RI WKe 
GisWricW sSeciIieG iQ WKe GesiJQ criWeria 
GeYelRSeG by WKe cRmmissiRQ. 

6iJQs sKall be cRQsiGereG as sWrucWures� 
aQG QR siJQ RQ a KisWRric SrRSerWy Rr iQ a 
KisWRric GisWricW sKall be cKaQJeG� erecWeG� 
Rr GemRlisKeG uQless aQG uQWil a cerWiIicaWe 
RI aSSrRSriaWeQess is aSSrRYeG by WKe 
cRmmissiRQ. 

7Ke reTuiremeQW RI a cerWiIicaWe RI 
aSSrRSriaWeQess sKall aSSly WR Sublic 
SrRSerWy ZKicK Kas beeQ GesiJQaWeG as 
a KisWRric SrRSerWy Rr ZKicK is cRQWaiQeG iQ 
a KisWRric GisWricW aQG sKall aSSly WR all 
acWiRQs by Sublic auWKRriWies ZKicK iQYRlYe 
KisWRric SrRSerWies aQG SrRSerWies ZiWKiQ 
KisWRric GisWricWs. 

&KaQJes iQ e[WeriRr cRlRr sKall reTuire a 
cerWiIicaWe RI aSSrRSriaWeQess. 

Approval of 

Painting 

Originally 

Unpainted 

Surfaces 

Interior 

Alterations 

Failure to 

Maintain 

a Historic 

Property 

Guidelines and 

Criteria for 

Certificates 

8 

7Ke SaiQWiQJ RI RriJiQally uQSaiQWeG 
surIaces sKall reTuire a cerWiIicaWe RI 
aSSrRSriaWeQess. 

,Q iWs reYieZ RI aSSlicaWiRQs IRr 
cerWiIicaWes RI aSSrRSriaWeQess� WKe 
cRmmissiRQ sKall QRW cRQsiGer iQWeriRr 
arraQJemeQW Rr use iI WKere is QR eIIecW 
RQ e[WeriRr arcKiWecWural IeaWures. 

7Ke cRmmissiRQ sKall aGRSW rules aQG 
reJulaWiRQs seWWiQJ IRrWK WKe SrRceGure 
IRr submissiRQ aQG cRQsiGeraWiRQ RI 
aSSlicaWiRQs IRr cerWiIicaWes RI  
aSSrRSriaWeQess. 7Ke cRmmissiRQ sKall 
alsR aGRSW JeQeral GesiJQ sWaQGarGs 
ZKicK sKall aSSly iQ cRQsiGeriQJ WKe 
JraQWiQJ aQG GeQial RI cerWiIicaWes RI 
aSSrRSriaWeQess. 'esiJQ sWaQGarGs 
sKall be iQ cRmSliaQce ZiWK WKe 
6ecreWary RI WKe ,QWeriRr
s 6WaQGarGs IRr 
+isWRric PreserYaWiRQ PrRMecWs iQcluGiQJ 
WKe 6ecreWary
s 6WaQGarGs IRr 
5eKabiliWaWiRQ.

'emRliWiRQ by QeJlecW aQG WKe Iailure WR maiQWaiQ 
a KisWRric SrRSerWy Rr a sWrucWure iQ a KisWRric 
GisWricW sKall cRQsWiWuWe a cKaQJe IRr ZKicK a 
cerWiIicaWe RI aSSrRSriaWeQess is Qecessary. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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o. �4)n; 
The following information is required for 

submission along with the application. 
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Steps for 

Completion of 

Application for 

Certificate of 

Appropriateness 

0 
$WWacKmeQWs iQcluGe samSles RI 
acWual SaiQW cRlRr WR be useG aQG 

curreQW aQG +isWRric SKRWRJraSK�s� 
�ZKeQ aSSlicable�� 

0 
)ill RuW aSSlicaWiRQ as QRWeG� 
iQGicaWiQJ all ZRrN SrRSRseG. 

0 
&RQWacW 7Ke (cRQRmic aQG 
&RmmuQiWy 'eYelRSmeQW 

'eSarWmeQW WR reYieZ aQG siJQ WKe 
aSSlicaWiRQ IRrm aQG aWWacKmeQWs 

SriRr WR submiWWiQJ WKe aSSlicaWiRQ WR 
WKe +P&. 

(acK iWem RI SrRSRseG ZRrN Zill QeeG 
WR be GescribeG aQG WKe aWWacKeG 
GraZiQJ�s� submiWWeG musW be WR 

scale aQG iQcluGe all GeWail. 

G 
6ubmiW RQe �1� RriJiQal aQG WeQ 
cRSies RI WKe aSSlicaWiRQ aQG 

suSSRrWiQJ GRcumeQWs �e[cluGiQJ 
mRGels� maWerial� cRlRr samSles 

aQG SKRWRs ZKeQ RQe is suIIicieQW� 
WR WKe (cRQRmic aQG &RmmuQiWy 
'eYelRSmeQW 'eSarWmeQW lRcaWeG 

aW &iWy +all� 1700 7KirG $YeQue 
1RrWK� 6ecRQG )lRRr. 

9 
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�u*5i;;ion 
o. �4)n; 
The following information is required for 

submission along with the application. 
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New Construction 
• 6eW RI SlaQs� sSeciIicaWiRQs

aQG reQGeriQJs sKRZiQJ all
e[WeriRr eleYaWiRQs� RYerall
GimeQsiRQs� WySe RI maWerial
WR be useG RQ Zalls� rRRI� 
ZiQGRZs� Wrim� eWc.� cRlRr
samSles aQG aQy RWKer
KelSIul iQIRrmaWiRQ.

• 6iWe SlaQ ZiWK GimeQsiRQs� 
SrRSRseG IeQces� accessRry
builGiQJs� e[WeriRr liJKWiQJ�
eWc.

• 6iJQs ZiWK leWWeriQJ� cRlRrs�
aQG liJKWiQJ WR be useG.

• &RlRr SKRWRJraSKs RI
aGMaceQW SrRSerWies.

Extensive Exterior 

Alterations or Repairs 
• 6ame as QeZ cRQsWrucWiRQ

Minor Exterior 

Alterations or Repairs 
• 'raZiQJs aQG�Rr cRlRr

SKRWRJraSK RI maiQ �IrRQW�
eleYaWiRQ RI builGiQJ.

• 'raZiQJ aQG�Rr cRlRr
SKRWRJraSK RI area RI
builGiQJ WR be alWereG Rr 
reSaireG iI QRW WKe IrRQW.

• :riWWeQ GeWaileG e[SlaQaWiRQ
RI ZRrN WR be GRQe iQcluGiQJ
maWerials WR be useG aQG
SaiQW samSles

• :riWWeQ GescriSWiRQ Rr 
GraZiQJ RI siWe SlaQ
e[SlaiQiQJ IeQciQJ� accessRry
builGiQJ� eWc.

Painting Only 
�1eZ cRlRr Rr uQSaiQWeG 
builGiQJs� 
• &RlRr SKRWRJraSK RI builGiQJ
• PaiQW samSle RI cRlRrs WR be

useG IRr WKe� maiQ bRGy RI
builGiQJ� Wrim Rr GecRraWiYe
IeaWures� IRuQGaWiRQ Zalls�
sKuWWers� eWc.

Signage Only 
�6iJQs are cRQsiGereG as 
sWrucWures� 
• 6caleG GraZiQJ RI SrRSRseG

siJQ
• 7RWal area RI siJQ
• 6amSles RI leWWeriQJ WR use 
• &RlRrs WR be useG
• 7ySe suSSRrW Rr sWaQGarG
• PrRSRseG LiJKWiQJ �iI aQy�
• PlacemeQW RI siJQ RQ lRW aQG�

Rr builGiQJ iQcluGiQJ GisWaQce
IrRm SrRSerWy liQes� eWc.

Fencing Only • 'raZiQJ Rr SKRWRJraSK RI
WySe IeQciQJ SrRSRseG• PlacemeQW RQ lRW• 0aWerials• PrRSRseG KeiJKW• PaiQW samSles iI IeQce is WR 
be SaiQWeG

Demolition Permits 
• 5eTuisiWe SlaQ IRr SrRSRseG

GeYelRSmeQW

Building Permit 

Regulations 
• &riWeria IRr submissiRQ RI aQ 

aSSlicaWiRQ IRr a &erWiIicaWe RI
$SSrRSriaWeQess� Rr WKe
issuaQce RI a &erWiIicaWe RI
$SSrRSriaWeQess� GRes QRW
SrecluGe WKe reTuiremeQWs RI
RWKer ciWy RrGiQaQces aQG
builGiQJ cRGes aSSlicable
WKrRuJKRuW WKe ciWy.

• 7Ke RZQer sKRulG cRQWacW
WKe BuilGiQJ ,QsSecWiRQs
2IIice ZKeQ imSrRYemeQWs
aQG QeZ cRQsWrucWiRQ iQYRlYe
&iWy BuilGiQJ &RGes sucK as 
elecWrical� SlumbiQJ� siWe� seW�
bacN� eWc. IRr sucK aSSrRYals 
aQG SermiWs.

10 
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Acceptable Reaction to Applications 

0 The commission shall approve the

application and issue a certificate of 

appropriateness if it finds that the proposed 

material changes in the appearance would 

not have a substantial adverse effect on 

the aesthetic, historic or architectural 

significance and value of the historic 

property or the historic district. In making 

this determination, the commission shall 

consider, in addition to any other pertinent 

factors, the historical and architectural value 

and significance, architectural style, general 

design arrangement, texture and material 

of the architectural features involved and 

the relationship thereof to the exterior 

architectural style and pertinent features 

of the other structures in the immediate 

neighborhood. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

0 The commission shall deny a certificate of

appropriateness if it finds that the proposed 

material changes in appearance would have 

substantial adverse effects on the aesthetic, 

historic or architectural significance 

and value of the historic property or the 

historic district. The commission shall not 

grant certificates of appropriateness for 

demolition or relocation without reviewing 

at the same time the post-demolition or 

post-relocation plans for the site. 

Public Meetings and Hearings on 
Applications: Notices and Right to 
be Heard 

Applications for certificates of appropriateness 

shall be considered by the commission at public 

meetings. At least seven days prior to review of 

a certificate of appropriateness, the commission 

shall take such action as may reasonably be 

required to inform the owners of any property 

likely to be affected by reason of the application 

and shall give the applicant and such owners 

an opportunity to be heard. In cases where the 

commission deems it necessary, it may hold a 

public hearing concerning the application. 

Deadline for Approval or Rejection 
of Application 

0 The commission shall approve or

reject an application for a certificate of 

appropriateness within 45 days after the 

filing thereof by the owner or occupant of a 

historic property, or of a historic structure, 

site, object or work of art located within a 

historic district. Evidence of approval shall 

be by a certificate of appropriateness issued 

by the commission. Notice of the issuance 

or denial of a certificate of appropriateness 

shall be sent by U.S. mail to theapplicant and 

all other persons who have requested such 

notice in writing filed with the commission. 

0 Failure of the commission to act within

the 45-day period of consideration shall 

constitute approval, and no other evidence 

of approval shall be needed. 

11 
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Necessary Actions to be Taken 
Upon Rejection of Application 

0 If the commission rejects an application, it

shall state its reasons for doing so, and shall 

transmit a record of such actions and 

reasons, in writing, to the applicant. The 

commission may suggest alternative 

courses of action it feels proper if it 

disapproves of the application 

submitted. The applicant, if he so desires, 

may make modifications to the plans, and 

may resubmit the application at any time 

after doing so. 

0 In cases where the application covers

a material change in the appearance 

of a structure which would require the 

issuance of a building permit, the rejection 

of the application for a certificate of 

appropriateness by the commission shall be 

binding upon the building inspection officer 

or other administrative officer charged with 

issuing building permits and, in such cases, 

no building permit shall be issued. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

Appeals 

Any person having a request for a certificate of 

appropriateness denied by the commission, or 

architectural review board may appeal such 

denial to the circuit court. 

Recording of Applications 

The commission shall keep a public record of all 

applications for certificates of appropriateness 

and of all the commission's proceedings in 

connection with such applications. 

Requirements of Conformance with 
Certificate 

0 All work performed pursuant to an issued

certificate of appropriateness shall conform 

to the requirements of such certificate. If 

work is performed not in accordance with 

such certificate, the commission shall issue 

a cease-and-desist order and work shall 

cease. 

0 The city council or the commission shall

be authorized to institute any appropriate 

action or proceeding in a court of competent 

jurisdiction to prevent any material change 

in appearance of a designated historic 

property or historic district, except those 

changes made in compliance with the 

provisions of this article or to prevent any 

illegal act or conduct with respect to such 

historic property or historic district. 

Void if Construction not 
Commenced 

A certificate of appropriateness shall become 

void unless construction is commenced within 

six months from the date of issuance. Certificates 

of appropriateness shall be issued for a period of 

18 months and are renewable. 

12 
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Bessemer is aQ e[celleQW e[amSle RI aQ 
iQGusWrial ciWy RI WKe 1eZ 6RuWK� iQYeQWeG 
SracWically RYerQiJKW by busiQessmeQ 
ZKR KaG WKe meaQs aQG WKe eQerJy WR 
reali]e WKeir Greams RI YasW ZealWK 
IRr WKemselYes  aQG  IRr WKeir sWaWe aQG 
reJiRQ. 

Bessemer is alsR a relicW �QRZ IRrWuQaWely 
GiYersiIyiQJ aQG sWaQGiQJ RQ iWs RZQ� RI a 
sysWem RI iQceQWiYes aQG Geals� RIIereG by a 
busiQess�cRQWrRlleG JRYerQmeQW� WKaW 
SrRGuceG immeGiaWe JaiQ IRr WKe RZQers 
aQG maQaJers buW RYer Wime eQsKriQeG a 
SRliWical culWure WKaW SauSeri]eG WKe Sublic 
secWRr WR SrRmRWe a YirWual recRlRQi]aWiRQ 
RI WKe 6RuWKerQ sWaWes by 1RrWK�baseG 
iQGusWry. ([SlRiWaWiRQ RI iWs asseWs 
QRWZiWKsWaQGiQJ� Bessemer is siJQiIicaQW 
as a miQiQJ� milliQJ� aQG maQuIacWuriQJ 
ceQWer� aW RQe Wime secRQG iQ $labama 
RQly WR BirmiQJKam IRr WKe abuQGaQce RI 
Ker resRurces aQG WKe SrRGucWiRQ RI Ker 
iQGusWrial IaciliWies. 

$rcKiWecWurally� Bessemer remaiQs WKe 
besW e[amSle RI a 9icWRriaQ bRRm WRZQ iQ 
WKe BirmiQJKam GisWricW. 'esSiWe lRsses� 
reIaciQJs aQG RWKer cKaQJes� WKe GRZQWRZQ 
cRmmercial GisWricW cRQWaiQs a JRRG 
cRllecWiRQ RI laWe 19WK ceQWury aQG early�WR�
miG��0WK ceQWury cRmmercial builGiQJs� 
Srimarily iQ bricN� raQJiQJ IrRm WKe earliesW 
BerQey BaQN BlRcN ZiWK iWs 5icKarGsRQiaQ 
5RmaQesTue aWWribuWes �1��7� WKrRuJK WKe 
simSler sWRreIrRQWs aQG mRre resWraiQeG 

&lassical GecRraWiYe elemeQWs RI 1910��0 
builGiQJs �e.J.� $labama PRZer BuilGiQJ� 
19���� WR WKe IuQcWiRQal small cRmmercial 
sWrucWures RI WKe 19�0s aQG iQWR WKe 
�0s. 
'RmesWic arcKiWecWure is reSreseQWeG 
Srimarily by KRuses raQJiQJ IrRm simSle WR 
elabRraWe YersiRQs RI WKe 4ueeQ $QQe sWyle� 
GaWiQJ IrRm WKe earliesW SeriRG RI resiGeQWial 
builGiQJ. 2Qe IreTueQWly eQcRuQWereG sub�
caWeJRry RI cRmmercial sWrucWure is WKe 
auWRmRWiYe serYice builGiQJ� mRsW RI WKese 
KaYe beeQ alWereG� eYeQ ZKere WKey are sWill 
iQ use as auWRmRWiYe builGiQJs� buW seYeral 
reWaiQ WKeir RriJiQal RSeQ cRrQer bays 
aQG JaraJe GRRrs. )iQally� WKere are a IeZ 
e[amSles RI 0RGerQism� Srimarily WKe 
19����1 &iWy +all. 

7Kere GeYelRSeG a SreGRmiQaQWly BlacN 
cRmmercial GisWricW alRQJ )irsW $YeQue 
beWZeeQ 1�WK aQG �0WK 6WreeWs� WurQiQJ WKe 
cRrQer RI 19WK aQG e[WeQGiQJ uS SarW RI WKe 
blRcN. (YeQ aIWer WKe eQG RI seJreJaWiRQ 
iQ WKe 19�0s� WKis area RI WKe GRZQWRZQ 
Kas cRQWiQueG WR be KRme WR BlacN�RZQeG 
busiQesses aQG ceQWers RI eQWerWaiQmeQW. 
0ucK RI WKe early builW eQYirRQmeQW Qear WKe 
railrRaG Kas uQIRrWuQaWely beeQ GesWrRyeG� 

14 
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6Weam (QJiQe leaYiQJ WKe $labama *reaW 6RuWKerQ 5ailrRaG 'eSRW ca. 191�.
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RYer Wime WKe cRmmercial ceQWer e[SaQGeG 
WR WKe QRrWK aQG ZesW RI WKe RriJiQal surYeyeG 
blRcNs� eYeQWually iQWruGiQJ uSRQ areas WKaW 
uQWil relaWiYely receQWly KaG beeQ almRsW 
e[clusiYely resiGeQWial. 7Kis WraQsiWiRQ 
e[SlaiQs WKe SreseQce iQ WKe iQYeQWRry RI 
sRme resiGeQWial builGiQJs �alWKRuJK mRsW 
QRZ iQ cRmmercial use� iQWersSerseG amRQJ 
WKe cRmmercial sWrucWures� aQG alsR e[SlaiQs 
WKe SreseQce RI QeZer cRmmercial aQG RIIice 
sWrucWures iQ WKe miGsW RI RWKerZise KisWRric 
sWreeWscaSes. $lWKRuJK WKere are a Qumber 
RI KisWRric IacaGes WKaW are beKiQG screeQs 
aQG WKereIRre RQ WKe QRQ�cRQWribuWiQJ lisW 
aW WKis Wime� iW is aQWiciSaWeG WKaW maQy RI 
WKe screeQs Zill be remRYeG iQ WKe cRurse 
RI GRZQWRZQ reYiWali]aWiRQ� ,Q aQy case� WKe 
maQy sWrucWures WKaW reWaiQ mucK Rr mRsW 
RI WKeir RriJiQal sWyle aQG maWerials eYeQ 
QRZ cRQsWiWuWe a siJQiIicaQW cRllecWiRQ RI 
laWe 19WK� aQG early�WR�miG��0WK�ceQWury 
builGiQJs.$s SrelimiQarily GraZQ� WKe KisWRric 
GisWricW e[WeQGs IrRm &arRliQa $YeQue RQ WKe 
sRuWKeasW WR )iIWK $YeQue RQ WKe QRrWKZesW� 
ZiWK a IiQJer reacKiQJ uS WR iQcluGe 'iaQa 
+all �c.19��� RQ 6i[WK $YeQue� aQG IrRm 
17WK WR �0WK 6WreeWs 1RrWK sRuWKZesW WR 
QRrWKeasW� ZiWK 6ecRQG $YeQue e[WeQGeG 
almRsW WR �1sW 6WreeW. 

15 
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LRcaWe WKe JuiGeliQe as iW Zill be sWaWeG iQ WKe 
RrGiQaQce� $Q e[SlaQaWiRQ RI WKe JuiGeliQe aQG iQ 
maQy cases aQ illusWraWiRQ WKaW sKRZs WKe iGeal 
RuWcRme Rr ZKaW is QRW allRZeG Zill IRllRZ. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

Application of the Guidelines 

I 
7Ke JuiGeliQes sKall aSSly WR WKe 
e[WeriRr SRrWiRQs RI WKe builGiQJs 
WKaW are eiWKer IaciQJ a sWreeW Rr 
are Yisible IrRm WKe Sublic riJKW�
RI�Zay� IRr iQsWaQce alRQJ aQ 
alley. 7Kere Zill be QR iQWeQW iQ 
WKese JuiGeliQes WR mRQiWRr 
iQWeriRr arraQJemeQWs�GesiJQ�Rr 
GecRr. 

,I aQy SarW RI WKe builGiQJ caQ 
be seeQ IrRQW WKe sWreeW� WKe 
resWricWiRQs� aQG JuiGeliQes RI WKe 
B+P& are aSSlicable. 7Ke B+P& 
is QRW cRQcerQeG ZiWK GecRraWiRQ 
Rr arraQJemeQW iQ WKe iQWeriRr RI 
WKe builGiQJ� e[ceSW iQ WKe case 
RI sWRreIrRQW ZiQGRZs ZKicK Zill 
be GiscusseG iQ GeWail iQ 
laWer cKaSWers. 

$ Srimary cRQcerQ RI WKese 
JuiGeliQes is JRRG maiQWeQaQce 
RI SrRSerWies. 1RWKiQJ iQ WKese 
JuiGeliQes sKall be cRQsWrucWeG 
WR be cRuQWerSrRGucWiYe WR 
maiQWaiQiQJ a builGiQJ 
accRrGiQJ WR WKe &iWy RI 
Bessemer
s BuilGiQJ &RGes aQG 
2rGiQaQces. 

7Kis JuiGeliQe simSly sWaWes WKaW 
WKis RrGiQaQce GRes QRW cRQIlicW 
ZiWK 7Ke &iWy RI Bessemer
s 
BuilGiQJ &RGes aQG WKaW iW GRes QRW 
iQ aQy sKaSe� IRrm Rr IasKiRQ 
SreYeQW aQyRQe IrRm maiQWaiQiQJ a 
builGiQJ ZiWKiQJ WKe GisWricW. 

3 
)Rr RrGiQary maiQWeQaQce QRW 
iQYRlYiQJ cKaQJes iQ maWerials� 
sWyle Rr RWKer e[WeriRr aSSlicaWiRQs� 
WKe aSSlicaQW may SeWiWiRQ WKe 
B+P& IRr aQ e[SeGiWeG reYieZ 
SrRceGure as GescribeG iQ 
2rGiQaQce ����1. 

,I QRWKiQJ RQ WKe builGiQJ is 
beiQJ cKaQJeG aQG RQly rRuWiQe 
maiQWeQaQce is beiQJ reTuesWeG� 
i.e.� cleaQ WKe builGiQJ� WKeQ WKe 
B+P& caQ reYieZ WKe 
aSSlicaWiRQ TuicNly� SrRYiGiQJ WKe 
aSSlicaWiRQ Kas beeQ submiWWeG WR 
WKe +P& RQe �1� ZeeN SriRr WR iWs 
reJularly scKeGuleG meeWiQJ. 

4 
2Qly iQ cases RI GemRQsWrable 
aQG irreYersible GamaJe WR 
RriJiQal maWerial Zill a builGiQJ
s 
cRYeriQJ Rr reSlacemeQW be 
cRQsiGereG.

2Qly iQ e[Wreme cases ZKere 
a builGiQJ Kas beeQ SrRYeQ 
WR receiYe sucK GamaJe WR iWs 
RriJiQal IaciQJ WKaW iW is QRW 
saIe QRr Ieasible WR reSair� 
WKeQ� aQG RQly ZiWK WKe 
cRQseQW RI WKe B+P&� Zill a 
cRYeriQJ Rr reSlacemeQW be 
cRQsiGereG. +RZeYer� Slease 
bear iQ miQG WKaW �Ieasible�� is 
QRW WKe same as QRW aIIRrGable. 

17 
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�-t*)c3 
7Ke sWreeWscaSe is as imSRrWaQW WR WKe Yisual cKaracWer 
RI WKe �0aiQ 6WreeW� GisWricW as are WKe builGiQJs 
WKemselYes. 7Ke RYerall aSSearaQce RI WKe sWreeWscaSe 
is WKe resulW RI WKe layRuW RI sWreeW aQG lRWs� WKe Zay 
builGiQJs Zere SlaceG RQ WKe laQG� aQG KRZ builGiQJs 
relaWe WR eacK RWKer aQG RSeQ sSaces. $labama 
cRmmercial builGiQJs WySically KaYe ]erR lRW liQes� WKaW 
is� WKe builGiQJ cRYers WKe ZKRle lRW. 7Key IrRQW WKe 
siGeZalN ZiWK QR seWbacN� QR IrRQW Rr siGe yarGs� RQly 
Wrees RQ WKe curb siGe RI WKe ZalN� creaWiQJ a SaWWerQ RI 
sWreeW�curb�siGeZalN�builGiQJ. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines 

7Ke WallesW builGiQJ RQ WKe blRcN 
is WySically lRcaWeG RQ WKe cRrQer 
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cRmmRQ Zall 
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9isual rKyWKm is creaWeG by WKe reJular 
SlacemeQW RI uSSer IacaGe ZiQGRZs 

'ecRraWiYe cRrQices creaWe 
a KRri]RQWal cRQWiQuiWy beWZeeQ 
builGiQJs ZiWKiQ a blRcN 
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,QsWeaG RI Jrassy laZQs� Wrees SlaQWeG alRQJ WKe siGeZalN 

SrRYiGe JreeQery aQG sKaGe IRr SeGesWriaQs 
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Setback 

PreYailiQJ 
seWbacN liQe 

New buildings should not be set back to No new construction will be permitted in 

include front yard parking, even if that front of the building line of the existing 

New construction can have a setback at 

first floor to accommodate outdoor dining 

pattern exists on the block. buildings on the block. In Alabama, most and retail and to activate the street. 

BuilGiQJs sKRulG abiGe by WKe sWreeW
s 
SreGRmiQaQW seWbacN ZKicK is WySically 
Qear WKe bacN RI WKe siGeZalN� KRZeYer� 
ciYic builGiQJs may be seW bacN WR KiJKliJKW 
WKeir siJQiIicaQce aQG creaWe a JaWKeriQJ 
sSace. 

( 

r 

$GKere WR SreYailiQJ 
seWbacN liQe 

--

&iYic builGiQJ *aWKeriQJ 

__ ,_ 

1eZ cRQsWrucWiRQ 

blocks are constructed along a building line 10-

12 feet from the roadway. New construction will 

not be permitted for buildings that ignore this line 

and build closer or further to the roadway than 

existing buildings. 

( 

-

I I 

j --il 

)rRQW yarG SarNiQJ 
is QRW SermiWWeG 

r'\ 
,,_y 

-:-

1eZ aGGiWiRQs iJQRriQJ 
seWbacN liQe is QRW SermiWWeG 

6eWbacN aW sWreeW leYel IRr KumaQ�
scale iQWermeGiaWe sSaces 
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0ulWi�sWRry cRmmercial builGiQJs caQ be Yisually 
GiYiGeG iQWR WKree KRri]RQWal secWiRQs� WKe sWRreIrRQW 
RQ WKe sWreeW leYel ZKicK is mRsWly Jlass� WKe uSSer 
sWRry� ZKicK is useG IRr RIIices� sWRraJe� aQG sRmeWimes 
as a resiGeQce aQG is GeIiQeG by WKe uSSer sWRry 
ZiQGRZ� a cRrQice Rr SaraSeW aW WKe WRS crRZQs WKe 
ZKRle cRmSRsiWiRQ. $lWKRuJK WKere are seYeral JRRG 
e[amSles RI cRmmercial sWyles iQ $labama� WKe maMRriWy 
RI 0aiQ 6WreeW builGiQJs are QRW easily classiIieG by 
sWyle. 0RsW RI WKe cRmmercial builGiQJs GRZQWRZQ are 
lRcal iQWerSreWaWiRQs RI sWyles SRSular iQ $merica IrRm 
WKe laWe QiQeWeeQWK WKrRuJK WKe early WZeQWieWK 
&eQWury aQG are besW GescribeG by WKe SarWicular 
�elemeQW RI sWyle� WKey GisSlay. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines 
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Fa�ade 

New construction in the historic district This should not be interpreted as an 

must be compatible and harmonious attempt to inhibit modern building styles 

with the existing scale, materials, and or techniques, whether utilitarian or 

setbacks of the existing historic blocks. decorative. The intent is to maintain a 

sense of continuity and wholeness that 

out-of-scale or jarringly variant structures 

would compromise or destroy. 

I 
e 1 I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

7Ke IacaGe GesiJQ RI iQIill builGiQJs sKRulG be iQIlueQceG by KRri]RQWal aQG YerWical e[SressiRQ liQes RI aGMaceQW KisWRric builGiQJs� 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

The vertical and horizontal patterns of new 

buildings should relate to those of adjacent 

historic buildings to ensure continuity. 

Horizontal elements such as storefront 

height, sign placement, windows and 

cornices can be matched in new facades 

without replicating the style or design of 

New construction within the historic district 

will be very heavily scrutinized for harmony 

and architectural features. Before beginning 

construction, the property owner should consult 

with the Bessemer Historical Preservation 

Commission and the Community and 

Economic Development Department for Design 

Review. adjacent facades. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
11 ama ama I ama ! 

r [ nr== B ttn n· rr!rrrtn 
I I 

I I 

I I 
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�tructur)4 
�rid 
:Kere SRssible WKe urbaQ sWrucWural JriG sKRulG QRW be 
iJQRreG. &Rmmercial builGiQJs sKare cRmmRQ �SarWy� 
Zalls aQG are QRW seeQ as iQGiYiGual sWrucWures buW as 
a series RI IacaGes iQ a blRcN alRQJ WKe sWreeW. 

6WrucWural GiYisiRQs� sucK as WKe ZiGWK RI cRlumQ bays� 
Zere WySically �� IeeW iQ KisWRric builGiQJs WR creaWe 
cRKesiRQ alRQJ WKe sWreeW. 7Kese iQcremeQWs cRrrelaWeG 
WR WKe WySical ZiGWK RI GRZQWRZQ lRWs aQG are reIlecWeG 
iQ WKe cRmSRsiWiRQ RI ZiGer IacaGes. 1eZ builGiQJs 
sKRulG cRQWiQue WKe esWablisKeG rKyWKm. 

0aiQWaiQiQJ sWrucWural JraiQ suSSRrWs small busiQesses. 
,Q WKe SrRcess RI QeZ GeYelRSmeQW IRr WKe KisWRric 
GRZQWRZQ iW is imSRrWaQW WR QRW lRse WKe 
KisWRric cKaracWer RI WKe urbaQ blRcNs. 5ecRmmeQGeG 

+isWRric 8rbaQ 6WrucWural *riG 

'eIiQeG 6WreeW &KaracWer 

� 6uSSRrWs 6mall BusiQess 

8rbaQ 0RrSKRlRJy 7KrRuJK 7ime 
1RW 5ecRmmeQGeG 

8QcRQWrRlleG 8rbaQ 6WrucWural *riG � 

LRsW +isWRric 8rbaQ ,GeQWiWy 

22 
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2II�sWreeW SarNiQJ aQG lRaGiQJ areas caQ be 
SlaceG aW WKe rear Rr siGe RI WKe builGiQJ WR 
maiQWaiQ a SeGesWriaQ�IRcuseG� aWWracWiYe 
sWreeW eQYirRQmeQW. ParNiQJ WR WKe siGe RI WKe 
builGiQJ caQQRW Iace a cRrQer RI WKe urbaQ 
blRcNs. ,W musW alZays be SerSeQGicular WR 
WKe sWreeW aQG lRcaWeG beWZeeQ builGiQJs. 

$ IeQce� Zall Rr laQGscaSiQJ sKRulG be 
useG WR seSaraWe siGe SarNiQJ Rr lRaGiQJ 
areas IrRm WKe siGeZalN. 

-◊�l���OO=O=C::��le22�l
Sidewalk Parking 

Street 

Street 

Loading Area 

CJ 

\ 

23 

9acaQW lRWs aQG SarNiQJ lRWs sKall be NeSW 
cleaQ aQG iQ JRRG reSair. $Qy RZQer RI 
a YacaQW lRW Rr a SarNiQJ lRW is asNeG WR 
NeeS WKe area Iree RI WrasK� Gebris� ZRRGs� 
abaQGRQeG YeKicles aZaiWiQJ reSair Rr aQy 
RWKer uQsiJKWly iWems. 7Kese areas may QRW 
be useG IRr sWRraJe RI aQy NiQG. 

5ear lRaGiQJ GRcNs aQG eQWraQces 
sKall be NeSW iQ JRRG cRQGiWiRQ aQG 
sKall be iGeQWiIieG by aSSrRSriaWe 
siJQaJe �see rules reJarGiQJ siJQaJe�. 
,I WKe builGiQJ Kas a rear lRaGiQJ area Rr 
eQWraQce� WKeQ WKe B+P& asNs WKaW 
WKese areas be NeSW cleaQ aQG Iree RI 
WrasK aQG Gebris. 7Kese rear areas 
may be iGeQWiIieG IRllRZiQJ WKe rules seW 
IRrWK iQ WKe �6iJQaJe� secWiRQ RI WKis 
KaQGbRRN. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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7Ke sWreeW builGiQJs iQ Bessemer raQJe 
iQ KeiJKW IrRm RQe WR IRur sWRries� ZiWK 
mRsW builGiQJs beiQJ WZR sWRries Wall. 

• ,I a SrRSRseG builGiQJ Zill be mucK Waller
WKaQ WKRse aGMaceQW� WKe uSSer leYels caQ
be seW bacN WR maiQWaiQ WKe cRQWiQuiWy
ZiWK e[isWiQJ builGiQJs aQG miQimi]e WKe
KeiJKW GiIIereQce.

• )lRRr�WR�IlRRr KeiJKWs RI QeZ builGiQJs
sKRulG be similar WR WKRse RI KisWRric
builGiQJs.

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  
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• ,I WKe builGiQJ Kas QRW beeQ SaiQWeG� WKeQ iQ RrGer WR SreserYe iWs
cKaracWer� Slease GR QRW SaiQW WKe builGiQJ. +RZeYer� iI WKe
builGiQJ Kas beeQ SaiQWeG� WKe + P& urJes WKaW a cRlRr maWcKiQJ as 
clRsely as SRssible WR WKe RriJiQal cRlRr RI WKe builGiQJ WR be useG.
)Rr e[amSle� iI WKe builGiQJ QRZ Kas a cRaW RI yellRZ SaiQW�
buW Zas RriJiQally SaiQWeG a GeeS reG� WKeQ Slease use a cRlRr
maWcKiQJ WKe GeeS reG. 7Kis aGGs WR cRQWiQuiWy RI WKe
sWreeWscaSe aQG sKRulG alsR iQcrease WKe Yalue RI WKe builGiQJ.
7Ke sWaQGarG QRW RQly aSSlies WR WKe bricN Rr masRQry acWually
useG iQ WKe cRQsWrucWiRQ� buW alsR WR WKe mRrWar Rr cemeQW useG
ZKeQ WKe IaciliWy Zas IirsW cRQsWrucWeG. ,I a siWuaWiRQ GeYelRSs
sucK as mRrWar MRiQWs IracWuriQJ Rr eYeQ WurQiQJ WR saQG� WKeQ
Slease reSair WKe sWrucWure. +RZeYer� be sure WR use care ZKeQ
selecWiQJ QeZ mRrWar. 7Ke B+P& reTuires WKaW aQy QeZ mRrWar
useG musW maWcK WKe RriJiQal as clRsely as SRssible. ,I a clRse
maWcK caQQRW be IRuQG� WKe B+P& Zill assisW iQ WKe selecWiRQ RI
alWerQaWiYe cRlRrs. $lsR� QRW RQly GRes WKis JuiGeliQe aSSlies WR 
cRlRrs� buW WR ZRrNmaQsKiS as Zell. Please IiQG a cRQsWrucWRr
ZKR Kas e[SerieQce iQ SRiQWiQJ aQG WucNiQJ MRiQWs. 7Kis Zill
aGG WR WKe aesWKeWics RI WKe builGiQJ.

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

• Historically, unpainted masonry surface shall not be painted.

Exceptions to this may be side or rear walls that have

uneven color or texture due to removal of party-walls, previous

patching, or other visually disparate elements. Any paint on

masonry shall match the color of the unpainted portion of the

building. As previously mentioned, if the building has not been

painted, please do not ruin the historic character of the building

by adding layers of paint or any other type covering. However,

the above guideline does offer relief from this restriction in 

some cases. For example, if the side or rear walls have multiple

colors or if existing paint has faded in places while not in others,

painting may be allowed. A/so, due to condemnation and/or 

demolition, walls may be exposed that were not previously

visible from the right of way and these walls may require 

patching and general repair. If in fact this is the case, repairs and 

painting may be allowed, but will be subject to other guidelines

contained within this handbook. The colors of any patchwork or

painting must be pre-approved by BHPC.

• $lumiQum sWRreIrRQW IramiQJ elemeQWs iQ KisWRric builGiQJs
musW KaYe aQ eQamel cRaWiQJ. 6SeciIic cRlRrs musW be
aSSrRYeG by WKe B+ P&. 7Ke eQamel cRaWiQJ is mRre Gurable
WKaQ SaiQW. $ll sWRreIrRQWs maGe RI alumiQum sKRulG be a
brRQ]e IiQisK Rr RWKer GarN cRlRr. )iQal aSSrRYal RI cRlRrs
musW be maGe by B+P&.

• 1eZ builGiQJ cRlRr scKemes may iQcluGe a ma[imum RI WKree
cRlRrs. 7Ke Srimary cRlRr sKRulG be WKe QaWural GRmiQaQW
builGiQJ maWerial cRlRr. 7ZR aGGiWiRQal cRlRrs caQ be IeaWureG iQ
WKe Wrim maWerials� arcKiWecWural GeWails� aQG aZQiQJs. 0uWeG
aQG QeuWral cRlRrs are recRmmeQGeG as WKey WeQG WR be mRre
cRmSaWible ZiWK WKRse useG RQ WKe e[WeriRrs RI aGMaceQW
builGiQJs. BriJKW aQG YibraQW cRlRrs are SrRKibiWeG. )Rr QeZ
cRQsWrucWiRQ� iQ selecWiRQ RI SaiQW cRlRrs cRmSaWible ZiWK
QeiJKbRriQJ KisWRric builGiQJs� RQe caQ maNe use RI SaiQW
maQuIacWurer
s KeriWaJe Rr KisWRric cRlRr SaleWWes. )Rr maMRr
SrRMecWs� iW is recRmmeQGeG WR JeW a SrRIessiRQal SaiQW cRlRr
aQalysis IRr WKe cRlRr selecWiRQ. )iQal aSSrRYal RI cRlRrs musW be
maGe by B+P&.
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+isWRrically iQ $labama� IirsW JeQeraWiRQ ZRRGeQ 
cRmmercial builGiQJs Zere GesWrRyeG by Iire aQG 
WKeQ reSlaceG ZiWK masRQry builGiQJs� 0asRQry is 
WKe mRsW cRmmRQly useG cRQsWrucWiRQ maWerial IRr 
$labama cRmmercial builGiQJs� WKe rRRW RI WKe 
ZRrG masRQry is �0asRQ�� RQe ZKR bills ZiWK bricN 
Rr sWRQe. 7RGay� WKe Werm alsR aSSlies WR Werra 
cRWWa� casW cRQcreWe� aQG sWuccR �a WySe RI 
e[WeriRr SlasWer�. 0asRQry Kas seYeral aGYaQWaJes 
RYer ZRRG as a builGiQJ maWerial IRr cRmmercial 
GisWricWs. ,W is mRre resisWaQW WR WKe sSreaG RI Iire 
WKaQ Irame builGiQJs aQG is cRQsiGereG a 
lRZ� maiQWeQaQce maWerial because iW JeQerally 
GRes QRW reTuire a cRaW RI SaiQW IRr SrRWecWiRQ. 

BricN is a mRlGeG recWaQJular blRcN RI clay WKaW Kas 
beeQ IireG WR maNe iW Gurable. 7Ke si]e aQG sKaSe 
RI a bricN is small eQRuJK IRr a siQJle ZRrNmaQ 
WR KaQGle. 7Ke lRQJ SarW RI WKe bricN is calleG WKe 
sWreWcKer� aQG WKe eQG is calleG WKe KeaGer. BricNs 
Zere RIWeQ maGe lRcally aQG came iQ YariRus cRlRrs 
aQG We[Wures. 7aSesWry bricN ZKicK KaG a �cRmbeG� 
We[Wure Zas SRSular IrRm abRuW 19�0�19�0. 
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BricNs iQ a Zall are KelG WRJeWKer by mRrWar. 7Ke 
mRrWar Zas WySically� a cRmbiQaWiRQ RI lime aQG 
saQG ZKicK Zas bRWK ZaWer sRluble aQG 
Ile[ible eQRuJK WR allRZ WKe MRiQWs beWZeeQ bricNs 
WR e[SaQG aQG cRQWracW ZiWK WKe cKaQJe RI 
WemSeraWure. )Rr IiQisKiQJ WRucK� craIWsmeQ 
cRulG creaWe cRQcaYe� IlusK� beaGeG� raNeG� Rr 
JraSeYiQe WySe MRiQWs. 7Ke arraQJemeQW Rr SaWWerQ 
RI bricNs iQ a Zall is calleG WKe bricN bRQG. $ 
bRQGiQJ SaWWerQ is iGeQWiIieG by WKe relaWiRQsKiS 
beWZeeQ KeaGers aQG sWreWcKers. )Rr e[amSle� 
cRmmRQ Rr $mericaQ bRQG Kas RQe rRZ RI 
KeaGers IRr eYery IiYe sR seYeQ rRZs RI sWreWcKers. 
(QJlisK bRQG Kas a rRZ RI KeaGers IRllRZeG by 
a rRZ RI sWreWcKers. )lemisK bRQG Kas alWerQaWiQJ 
KeaGers aQG sWreWcKers ZiWKiQ eacK cRurse. $ll 
sWreWcKer bRQG is a bricN YeQeer� QRW a sWrucWural 
Zall. 

6WRQe  cRmmercial builGiQJs Zere Iar less cRmmRQ 
iQ $labama WKaQ bricN RQes. 6WRQe� 
SarWicularly limesWRQe� JraQiWe� aQG laWer casW 
cRQcreWe� Zere RIWeQ useG WR acceQW 
arcKiWecWural IeaWures RI bricN builGiQJs� 7Ke 
sWRQe iWselI cRulG be sKaSeG iQWR recWaQJular 
blRcNs Rr SlaceG iQ WKe Zall as irreJularly 
sKaSeG rubble. 6WRQe cRulG alsR be IiQisKeG 
ZiWK a cKisel Rr Kammer WR creaWe a rRuJK �calleG 
rusWicaWeG� Rr smRRWK surIace. 

7Ke secRQG JeQeraWiRQ RI cRmmercial 
builGiQJs JeQerally� GaWes IrRm laWe QiQeWeeQWK 
ceQWury� WKeir cKaracWer�GeIiQiQJ IeaWures 
cRme IrRm WKe WecKQRlRJical aGYaQces aQG 
WasWes SRSular iQ WKe 9icWRriaQ (ra. 7Ke casW 
irRQ aQG SlaWe Jlass sWRreIrRQW� aZQiQJs� 
maQuIacWureG bricNs� GecRraWiYe cRrQice� ZiQGRZ 
KRRGs� aQG SlacemeQW RI siJQs are Ney Yisual 
IeaWures RI $labama cRmmercial builGiQJs. 

7erra cRWWa is GeriYeG IrRm LaWiQ meaQiQJ �crRRNeG 
earWK� $s a builGiQJ maWerial� Werra cRWWa is 
IiQe clay casW iQWR KRllRZ blRcNs aQG RIWeQ 
IiQisKeG ZiWK a Jla]e. +RZeYer� uQJla]eG 
GecRraWiYe Werra cRWWa Wiles Zere useG RQ 
9icWRriaQ (ra cRmmercial builGiQJs iQ $labama. 
&irca 19�0� ZKRle sWrucWures� sucK as WKe .ress 
builGiQJ� Zere YeQeereG ZiWK Jla]eG Werra cRWWa. 

� 
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Material 

• 1eZ sWrucWures sKRulG resSecW WKe
maWerial aQG cKaracWer RI QeiJKbRriQJ
sWrucWures. $Qy QeZ sWrucWure Zill be 
reTuireG WR maWcK WKe builGiQJ maWerial 
aQG cKaracWer RI aQy QeiJKbRriQJ builGiQJ. 

• 0asRQry WKaW is uQSaiQWeG sKall be NeSW
cleaQ aQG iQ JRRG reSair� ZiWK QR lRRse Rr 
e[WraQeRus elemeQWs aGKeriQJ. $Qy
SaWcKiQJ WR a masRQry  surIace musW be RI
WKe same maWerial aQG cRlRr� resembliQJ
WKe RriJiQal� aQG iQ cases RI SaWcKes WR
bricNZRrN� all bRQGiQJ aQG SRiQWiQJ
musW maWcK WKe RriJiQal. 1R blasWiQJ.
saQG Rr RWKerZise. QRr RWKer KarmIul
cleaQiQJ meWKRGs Zill be SermiWWeG. ,Q 
NeeSiQJ ZiWK WKe &iWy RI Bessemer
s aWWemSWs 
WR SreserYe Rur arcKiWecWural +eriWaJe� WKe 
B+P& Kas aGRSWeG WKis JuiGeliQe. 7Ke B+P& 
asNs WKaW RZQer RI builGiQJs ZiWK masRQry 
IrRQWs NeeS WKem iQ a as JRRG as cRQGiWiRQ as 
SRssible.

• ,Q RrGer WR SreserYe WKe GelicaWe IeaWures RI 
WKe builGiQJs GRZQWRZQ Bessemer� WKe
B+ P& Kas sWricWly IRrbiGGeQ WKe use RI aQy
WySe RI blasW cleaQiQJ� ZKeWKer iW is GRQe by 
saQG� Jlass� Rr RWKer maWerial.

• 'ecRraWiYe masRQry sucK as bracNeWs�
cRrQices� KRQeycRmb bricN SaWWers�
eWc.� musW be maiQWaiQeG iQ as clRse WR WKe
RriJiQal cRQGiWiRQ as SRssible. ,Q cases
ZKere WKese KaYe beeQ GamaJeG�
reSlacemeQW musW be ZiWK WKe same
maWerial as WKe RI WKaW RI WKe RriJiQal.
([ceSWiRQs may be maGe iQ rare cases�
sucK as WKe maWerial is QR lRQJer iQ use Rr 
Kas beeQ GeemeG a KealWK Ka]arG� Ser WKe
aSSrRYal RI WKe B+ P&. ,Q maQy cases� 
Bessemer builGiQJs KaYe beauWiIul cRrQice 
ZRrN Rr RWKer GecRraWiYe IeaWures. ,Q RrGer WR 
SreserYe WKese uQiTue Ii[Wures� WKe +BP& 
reTuires WKaW WKese iWems Zill be maiQWaiQeG iQ 
RriJiQal cRQGiWiRQ. ,I WKe RccasiRQ 

arises WKaW a SRrWiRQ RI WKe IeaWure is
brRNeQ Rr GamaJeG iQ sRme Zay� WKe +P& 
reTuires WKaW WKe IeaWure be reSaireG usiQJ 
RriJiQal maWerial. 
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• ([isWiQJ IaciQJ maWerials sucK as meWal
screeQs� masRQiWe SaQels� IiberbRarG�
SlyZRRG SaQels� Rr sKeeW�meWal�
eWc.� musW be NeSW iQ JRRG reSair Rr 
remRYeG WR e[SRse WKe RriJiQal
maWerial uQGerQeaWK. 1R QeZ IaciQJ
maWerial RYer RriJiQal maWerial Zill be
aSSrRYeG uQGer WKese JuiGeliQes. ,Q WKe
si[Wies aQG seYeQWies iW became SRSular
WR cRYer masRQry IacaGes ZiWK meWal
IaciQJ maWerial. ,Q WKe miG WR laWe eiJKWies�
WKe mRYemeQW WR SreserYe KisWRrical
sWrucWures beJaQ. :iWK WKaW
mRYemeQW came WKe GiscRYery WKaW
maQy arcKiWecWurally siJQiIicaQW
sWrucWures e[isWeG uQGerQeaWK layers RI
meWal SaQels. 7Ke B+P& Zill QRW allRZ
WKe aGGiWiRQ RI aQy QeZ IaciQJ maWerial WR 
aQy builGiQJ ZiWKiQ WKe 1aWiRQal
+isWRric 'isWricW. )urWKermRre� WKe B+P&
eQcRuraJes builGiQJ RZQers WR remRYe
aQy cRYeriQJ NQRZQ WR Rbscure aQ
RriJiQal builGiQJ IrRQW.

$GGiWiRQ RI aQy QeZ 
IaciQJ maWerial WR 
aQy builGiQJ ZiWKiQ 
WKe QaWiRQal KisWRric 
GisWricW is SrRKibiWeG. 
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7Ke WraGiWiRQal $labama 0aiQ 6WreeW 
sWRreIrRQW emSlRyeG as mucK Jlass as 
SRssible� marNiQJ iW esseQWially WraQsSareQW 
sR WKaW mercKaQGise Zas Yisible� aQG WKe 
iQWeriRr Zas IlRRGeG ZiWK QaWural liJKW. 
&KaracWerisWic elemeQWs RI WKe $labama 
0aiQ 6WreeW sWRreIrRQW iQcluGe SlaWe Jlass 
GisSlay ZiQGRZs ZiWK WraQsRm ZiQGRZs 
abRYe aQG bulNKeaGs belRZ. 7Ke GisSlay 
ZiQGRZ Zas suSSRrWeG by ZRRG Rr casW�
irRQ cRlumQs� WKe eQWraQce Zas WySically QRW 
recesseG aQG KaG a Jlass SaQel GRRr. 7Ke 
ZKRle sWRreIrRQW Zas IrameG sWrucWurally by a 
masRQry Sier RQ eacK siGe. 

CJ 

$GYaQces iQ Jlass�maNiQJ WecKQRlRJy iQ WKe 
laWe 19WK ceQWury maGe iW Ieasible WR SrRGuce 
larJe SlaWes RI Jlass iQe[SeQsiYely. 7Ke Jlass 
sWRreIrRQW maGe iW SRssible IRr mercKaQWs WR 
GisSlay JRRGs WR SassiQJ SeGesWriaQs. 7Ke 
cRmbiQaWiRQ RI casW�irRQ aQG SlaWe Jlass 
creaWeG WKe sWRreIrRQW as Ze NQRZ iW WRGay�
larJe e[SaQses RI Jlass aQG WKiQ sWrucWural 
suSSRrWs. 

:iQGRZs Zere raiseG RII WKe JrRuQG by 
SaQels Rr bulNKeaGs maGe RI ZRRG� casW�
irRQ� Rr SresseG meWal. 7Ke bulNKeaG� alsR 
reIerreG WR as a NicNSlaWe� SrRWecWeG WKe 
Jlass aQG eleYaWeG mercKaQGise ZiWKiQ WKe 
GisSlay ZiQGRZ IRr easy�ZiQGRZ sKRSSiQJ�
 

2IWeQ WraQsRm ZiQGRZs Zere lRcaWeG abRYe 
WKe GisSlay ZiQGRZ iQ RrGer WR SrRYiGe mRre 
liJKW aQG YeQWilaWiRQ. $rRuQG WKe WurQ RI 
WKe ceQWury� GecRraWiYe WraQsRms became 
iQcreasiQJly SRSular. 7Kis sWRreIrRQW Kas aQ 
iQWeresWiQJ e[amSle RI 4ueeQ $QQe �RQe 

larJe SaQel RI Jlass surrRuQGeG by smaller 
SaQes RI sWaiQeG Jlass� WraQsRm ZiQGRZs. 

$rcKiWecWural casW�irRQ Zas aYailable aIWer 
WKe 1��0s. 8se RI casW�irRQ cRlumQs aQG 
liQWels WraQsIRrmeG WKe GesiJQ RI sWRreIrRQWs. 
$rcKiWecWural casW�irRQ sWRreIrRQWs cRulG 
be eiWKer RrGereG WKrRuJK caWalRJs Rr 
WraQsSRrWeG by WraiQ Rr maGe lRcally. ,Q WKe 
1�70s� RrQameQWal sWamSeG sKeeW�meWal 
sWRreIrRQWs became SRSular. 

7Ke WySical sWRreIrRQW KaG a recesseG 
eQWraQce. 7Kis QRW RQly SrRWecWeG sKRSSers 
IrRm WKe ZeaWKer� buW alsR iQcreaseG WKe 
amRuQW RI GisSlay sSace IRr mercKaQGise. 
,Q WKe 19�0s aQG 19�0s� QeZ maWerials� sucK 
as sWrucWural Jlass aQG sWaiQless sWeel� Zere 
iQWrRGuceG. $W WKis Wime� sWRreIrRQW GesiJQ 
became mRre sWreamliQeG. 1eZ YariaWiRQs 
RI WKe recesseG eQWraQce aSSeareG iQ WKe 
IRrm RI curYeG Jlass aQG Iree�sWaQGiQJ 
GisSlay islaQGs. 

DD 
DD 

&RlumQ 

28 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Storefront 

• 7Ke sWRreIrRQW  is GeIiQeG  as WKe
eQWraQce� sKRZ ZiQGRZ� siJQ SaQels Rr
WraQsRms� $QG aQy RWKer elemeQWs RI WKe
builGiQJ uS WR  a  KeiJKW  RI   IRurWeeQ  IeeW
IrRm JraGe.

• *lass sKRZ ZiQGRZs aQG WraQsRms�
ZKere sWill iQWacW� sKall QRW be RbscureG Rr
cRYereG ZiWK aQy RWKer maWerial. *lass
sKRZ ZiQGRZs aQG WraQsRms Zere
GesiJQeG WR maNe WKe mRsW eIIicieQW
use RI suQliJKW. 2bsWrucWiQJ aQ iQWacW
sKRZ ZiQGRZ Rr WraQsRm is SrRKibiWeG. ,Q
WKe iQsWaQce ZKere GeWeriRraWiRQ Kas
RccurreG� WKe B+P& urJes iWs resWRraWiRQ.

• 7raQsRms sKall be uQcRYereG Rr IaceG iQ
a maQQer WR reIlecW WKeir RriJiQal
IramiQJ elemeQWs aQG SrRSRrWiRQs
ZiWKiQ WKe KisWRric sWRreIrRQW.
7raQsRms sKRulG RQly be IaceG ZiWK
aSSrRYeG Jlass� sucK as Jla]eG.

• ,QaSSrRSriaWe cKaQJes WR WKe RriJiQal
sWyle aQG cKaracWer RI a sWRreIrRQW Zill
QRW be SermiWWeG. ,Q accRrGaQce ZiWK
SreserYiQJ WKe KisWRric cKaracWer RI WKe
GRZQWRZQ area� cKaQJes WR WKe RriJiQal
sWRreIrRQW Zill QRW be allRZeG iI WKey are
QRW cRQsisWeQW ZiWK WKe KisWRrical SeriRG iQ
ZKicK WKe builGiQJ Zas SlaceG iQWR
serYice. )Rr e[amSle� iI a builGiQJ Zas
cRQsWrucWeG iQ 19�0  ZiWK  a  bricN  masRQry
Ia�aGe� iW ZRulG be iQaSSrRSriaWe WR
aGG meWal SaQels Rr maQsarG rRRIs�
sucK as Zere SRSular iQ WKe si[Wies
aQG seYeQWies� WR WKe sWRreIrRQW.

• &arrara Jlass aQG sWRreIrRQW� ZKicK is a
SiJmeQWeG sWrucWural Jlass� GaWiQJ IrRm
WKe 19�0s aQG 19�0s� as Zell as RWKer
maWerials IrRm WKe WZeQWieWK ceQWury
WKaW KaYe JaiQeG siJQiIicaQce sucK as
cRrruJaWeG meWal aQG SRrcelaiQ eQamel
SaQel� eWc. are cRQsiGereG KisWRric aQG
sKall be reWaiQeG aQG resWRreG WR WKe
JreaWesW e[WeQW SRssible.

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  
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6WRreIrRQW iI builW iQ 19�0s 
$lWeraWiRQs WR sWRreIrRQW musW maiQWaiQ sWyle 	 

cKaracWer RI builGiQJ
s KisWRrical SeriRG 

Appropriate 

BricN 0asRQry 

19�0s 

2bsWrucWiQJ Jlass sKRZ ZiQGRZs aQG 

WraQsRms ZiWK aQy maWerial is SrRKibiWeG 

Inappropriate 

0eWal PaQels 	 0aQsarG 5RRI 

19�0s 	 1970s 

,QaSSrRSriaWe WR cKaQJe RriJiQal 
sWyle aQG SrRSRrWiRQs 

7raQsRms musW reIlecW 

RriJiQal SrRSRrWiRQs 
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seQW by rail. 7Kis cRrQice may be aQ 
e[amSle RI ZRrN IrRm a successIul 
lRcal Bessemer cRrQice aQG rRRIiQJ 
cRmSaQy. ,WaliaQaWe bracNeWs Zere 
SRSular IeaWures RI 9icWRriaQ (ra 
&RrQices. 

&lassical sWyle RIWeQ IeaWureG 
cRrQices ZiWK eiWKer mRGilliRQ 
mRlGiQJ �larJe blRcNs�� GeQWil 
mRlGiQJ �smaller blRcNs�� Rr bRWK. 

,Q $labama 0aiQ 6WreeW ciWies� lRRN 
WR WKe WRS RI a cRmmercial builGiQJ 
IRr a clue WR iWs sWyle. 7Kere are WZR 
RrQameQWal IeaWures ZKicK may 
maNe a builGiQJ GisWiQcWiYe� WKe 
SaraSeW aQG WKe cRrQice. $ SaraSeW 
is WKe uSSermRsW SarW RI WKe IrRQW 
Ia9aGe ZKicK e[WeQGs abRYe WKe IlaW 
rRRI liNe a sKRrW Zall. $ cRrQice is a 
mRlGeG SrRMecWiRQ ZKicK is aWWacKeG 
WR WKe WRS RI WKe IacaGe. 

7Ke SaraSeW is WKe SarW RI WKe Zall 
WKaW SrRMecWs abRYe WKe rRRI� WKe 
cRrQice is aWWacKeG WR WKe Zall aQG 
SrRMecWs RuW IrRm iW. 

BricN cRrbeliQJ Zas a Yery SRSular 
GecRraWiYe SaraSeW WreaWmeQW. $ 
sKRZ RI craIWsmaQsKiS� cRrbeliQJ is a 
series RI SrRMecWiQJ bricN cRurses 
ZKicK creaWe GeSWK aQG We[Wure. 

0aQy SaraSeWs creaWe aQ iQWeresWiQJ 
silKRueWWe aQG rRRIiQJ. ,WaliaQaWe 
aQG 6SaQisK sWyle builGiQJs RIWeQ 
emSlRy arcKes iQ WKe SaraSeW� 
ZKereas $rW 'ecR sWyle builGiQJs 
may KaYe sWeSSeG SaraSeWs. 7Ke 
sWeSSeG SaraSeW creaWes a cRmmRQ� 
yeW GisWiQcWiYe� rRRIliQe. 

2IWeQ iQ WKe SasW� WKe Qame RI WKe 
cRmSaQy aQG GaWe RI cRQsWrucWiRQ 
Zere SlaceG iQ a ceQWral arcK Rr 
SeGimeQW iQ WKe SaraSeW. 6Rme 
SaraSeWs alsR IeaWure GecRraWiYe 
meWal Jrills IRr YeQWilaWiRQ. 

'ecRraWiYe cRrQices Zere reaGily 
aYailable iQ SresseG meWal Rr ZRRG. 
1RW RQly GiG maQy lRcal irRQ ZRrNs 
aQG lumber cRmSaQies RIIer YariRus 
GesiJQs� buW GecRraWiYe cRrQices 
cRulG alsR be RrGereG by mail aQG 
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Cornices & Parpets 

• 7Ke e[isWiQJ cRrQices aQG
SaraSeWs sKall QRW be
remRYeG.

• &RrQices aQG SaraSeWs musW
be maiQWaiQeG iQ JRRG cRQGiWiRQ
aQG sKRulG be reSaireG iI
GamaJeG.

• ,Q WKe case RI e[Wreme
GeWeriRraWiRQ� cRrQices Rr
SaraSeWs caQ be reSlaceG.
7Ke reSlaceG musW maWcK WKe
RriJiQal iQ maWerials aQG sWyle.

• ,I a cRrQice Rr SaraSeW QeeGs
WR be WemSRrarily cRYereG� WKe
RriJiQal maWerial musW remaiQ iQ
Slace. 1eZ maWerial sKRulG be
iQsWalleG WR allRZ YeQWilaWiRQ WR
SreYeQW WraSSeG mRisWure IrRm
GamaJiQJ uQGerlyiQJ maWerial.

• &RrQices ZiWK IaileG SaiQWsKRulG
be JeQWly scraSeG� SreIerably
ZiWK ZeW scraSiQJ Rr saQGiQJ
meWKRGs. LRRse� GelamiQaWeG
SaiQW sKRulG be GisSRseG RI
saIely. 
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• $Q e[isWiQJ cRrQice caQ be
caulNeG aQG reSaiQWeG usiQJ
a semi�JlRss Rr JlRss IiQisK iQ
WKe e[isWiQJ cRlRr WR maNe iW
ZeaWKer�WiJKW.

• 7Ke cRrQice� liQWels� sills� aQG
sWRRS sKRulG be SaiQWeG iQ a
cRlRr WKaW maWcKes WKe
RriJiQal uQGerlyiQJ brRZQsWRQe 
maWerial RI WKe Wrim aQG WKe
cRlRr RI WKe cRrQice WR uQiIy
WKe mRQumeQWal IacaGe RI 
WKe rRZ. 

• ,I Qecessary� irreSarable Rr
missiQJ elemeQWs may be
reSlaceG. 7Ke QeZ ZRrN
musW aliJQ ZiWK WKe maWerial�
GesiJQ� si]e� sKaSe� aQG
SrRIile RI WKe KisWRric builGiQJ.

• 7Ke cRrQices aQG SaraSeWs are
WR be reSaireG baseG RQ siWe
aQG SKRWRJraSKic eYiGeQce.

• 5eSlaciQJ missiQJ elemeQWs
ZiWK cRQcreWe sWuccR aQG sSray
IRam iQsulaWiRQ is QRW SermiWWeG.
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7Ke ZiQGRZs RQ WKe IrRQW IaoaGe �a 
)reQcK Werm IRr Iace� RI $labama
s 
cRmmercial builGiQJs are imSRrWaQW 
cKaracWer GeIiQiQJ GesiJQ elemeQWs. 
2IWeQ� ZiQGRZs KaYe beeQ GescribeG as 
WKe �eye� RI a builGiQJ� aQG� as WKe Zise 
aQcieQW SKilRsRSKer PlaWR saiG� �WKe eyes 
are WKe SaWKZay WR WKe sRul�
 7Ke WySe� WKe 
sKaSe RI WKe ZiQGRZ� WKe Qumber RI 
SaQes iQ eacK sasK� WKe GecRraWiYe 
surrRuQGs iQcluGiQJ WKe liQWel� sill� Rr 
ZiQGRZ KRRG� aQG WKe IeQesWraWiRQ 
�arraQJemeQW� are imSRrWaQW IeaWures RI 
uSSer sWRry ZiQGRZs. 

7Ke YasW maMRriWy RI uSSer IaoaGe 
ZiQGRZs are GRuble�KuQJ sasK ZiQGRZs. 
7Kese ZiQGRZs sliGe uS aQG GRZQ ZiWKiQ 
a Irame. 7Ke Qumber RI SaQes iQ eacK 
sasK caQ SrRYiGe a clue WR WKe aJe RI a 
builGiQJ. ,W Zas iQ WKe lasW GecaGes RI WKe 
QiQeWeeQWK ceQWury WKaW 

aGYaQces iQ Jlass�maNiQJ WecKQRlRJy 
maGe iW SRssible WR creaWe larJe SaQes 
RI Jlass. 0aQy $labama 0aiQ 6WreeW 
cRmmercial builGiQJ GaWiQJ IrRm WKe 
1�90s Rr aIWer KaYe RQe larJe SaQe RI 
Jlass iQ eacK sasK� WKese are reIerreG 
WR as RQe�RYer�RQe ZiQGRZs. 

7Ke Wall recWaQJle Zas RQe sWaQGarG 
sKaSe RI $labama
s 0aiQ 6WreeW uSSer 
sWRry ZiQGRZs� aQRWKer Zas WKe $rcKeG 
ZiQGRZ. 7Ke rRuQGeG arcK Zas WySical 
RI WKe ,WaliaQaWe aQG 5RmaQesTue sWyle� 
ZKile WKe SRiQWeG $rcK Zas WySical RI 
WKe *RWKic sWyle. 

$ YarieWy RI ZiQGRZ Wrims aQG acceQWs 
maGe WKe uSSer IayaGe RI cRmmercial 
builGiQJs mRre RrQameQWal. 6WRQe� 
ZRRG� aQG RWKer cRQWrasWiQJ maWerials 
Zere useG WR KiJKliJKW WKe sill aQG WKe 
liQWel RYer WKe ZiQGRZ. 'ecRraWiYe 

ZiQGRZ KRRGs maGe RI ZRRG� casW�
irRQ� aQG sWamSeG meWal Zere SRSular 
ZiQGRZ acceQWs. :iQGRZs RQ sRme 
cRmmercial builGiQJs KaG e[WeriRr 
sKuWWers aQG�Rr aZQiQJs. 

)eQesWraWiRQ is WKe Werm useG WR 
Gescribe WKe arraQJemeQW RI ZiQGRZs 
RQ WKe IaoaGe. 7Ke reJular sSaciQJ 
RI Wall uSSer sWRry ZiQGRZ RQ 
cRmmercial builGiQJs creaWes ZKaW Kas 
beeQ calleG a Yisual �rKyWKm�
 7Kis 
marcK RI WKe uSSer sWRry ZiQGRZs 
alRQJ a blRcN is aQ elemeQW WKaW 
Wies WKe GiIIereQW builGiQJs WRJeWKer. 
8SSer sWRry ZiQGRZs Yisually GeIiQe a 
builGiQJ. +Rri]RQWally� rRZs RI 
ZiQGRZs GiYiGe WKe builGiQJ iQWR 
sWRries� aQG YerWically� WKey GeQRWe WKe 
bays �ZiGWK� RI WKe builGiQJ. 
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-

-

$rcKeG 
:iQGRZs 

I 

- 'Ruble 
+uQJ 6asK 

:iQGRZ 
+RRGs 

)eQesWraWiRQ 
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Upper Story Windows 

• 2Q builGiQJ Iaces� all uSSer ZiQGRZs musW be
Jla]eG aQG aW leasW WraQsluceQW. 1R ZiQGRZs� sWreeW
siGe Rr RWKerZise� Zill be SermiWWeG WR be SaiQWeG Rr
RWKerZise blRcNeG by meWal� SlyZRRG� masRQry� Rr
RWKer maWerial. $Q e[ceSWiRQ may be maGe RQ a
WemSRrary basis� SlyZRRG may be useG� SrRYiGeG iW is
SaiQWeG WR maWcK aQ e[isWiQJ ZiQGRZ.
,Q reJarG WR uSSer sWRry ZiQGRZs� WKe +P& Kas ruleG WKaW 
all ZiQGRZs musW be Jla]eG WR aW leasW aQ almRsW clear 
IiQisK. $lsR� WKe B+P& Kas ruleG WKaW uSSer sWRry 
ZiQGRZs� 
reJarGless RI IaciQJ GirecWiRQs� musW QRW be RbscureG by 
SaiQW� Rr blRcNeG by aQy WySe RI maWerial. 7Ke RQly SermiWWeG 

e[ceSWiRQ WR WKis rule is WKe WemSRrary use RI SlyZRRG 
SaiQWeG WR lRRN liNe WKe aGMaceQW ZiQGRZs. ,Q maiQWaiQiQJ 
cRQWiQuRus sWaQGarGs� �WemSRrary� sKall cRQsWiWuWe QR mRre 
WKaQ QiQeWy Gays. 

• 5eSlacemeQWs RI uSSer ZiQGRZs sKall resemble WKe
RriJiQal as clRsely as SRssible iQ sWyle aQG maWerials. ,I
QeJlecW Rr GamaJe Kas RccurreG WR uSSer sWRry
ZiQGRZs� WKeQ WKe B+P& allRZs IRr WKe reSlacemeQW
RI sucK ZiQGRZs� KRZeYer� WKe QeZ ZiQGRZs musW
maWcK WKe e[isWiQJ ZiQGRZs iQ maWerial aQG sWyle.

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

BlRcNiQJ uSSer sWRry ZiQGRZs ZiWK 
SaiQWiQJ Rr RWKer maWerial is SrRKibiWeG 

DD □□□ 

:iQGRZs musW be Jla]eG 
aQG aW leasW WraQsluceQW 

5eSlacemeQW ZiQGRZs 
sKall resemble WKe RriJiQal 
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eiJKW WR WZeQWy�IiYe GeJrees cRRler. ,Q 
aGGiWiRQ WR sKelWeriQJ WKe sWRreIrRQW� WKe 
clRWK aZQiQJ cRulG alsR IuQcWiRQ as a siJQ 
aQG Zas a cRlRrIul Zay WR sRIWeQ WKe KarsK 
aSSearaQce RI bricN cRmmercial builGiQJs. 

)i[eG meWal caQRSies lasW lRQJer WKaQ clRWK 
aZQiQJs� ZKRse liIe sSaQ is aSSrR[imaWely 
seYeQ years. 0eWal caQRSies are  a GisWiQcWiYe 
KisWRric GesiJQ IeaWure RI RQly a IeZ builGiQJs 
iQ GRZQWRZQ Bessemer� WKe mRsW QRWable is 
WKe IRrmer LRQJ�LeZis BuilGiQJ. 

$IWer WKe WurQ RI WKe ceQWury iQ $labama� 
iW Zas QRW uQcRmmRQ WR see Ii[eG meWal 
aZQiQJs suSSRrWeG by Juy Zires. 6Rme 
larJe cRmmercial builGiQJs cRmbiQeG WKe 
Ii[eG meWal caQRSies ZiWK siJQs aQG liJKWiQJ 
WR creaWe a marTuee. 

:iWK iWs RbYiRus beQeIiWs RI GisSlayiQJ 
mercKaQGise aQG aGmiWWiQJ QaWural liJKW 
iQWR a clRseG sSace� WKe WraGiWiRQal Jlass 
sWRreIrRQW alsR KaG a IeZ GisaGYaQWaJes. 
7Ke Jlass aGmiWWeG KarmIul ulWraYiRleW rays 
ZKicK QRW RQly IaGeG mercKaQGise� buW WKe 
Jlare RI WKe briJKW suQ WKrRuJK WKe ZiQGRZs 
alsR maGe WKe sWRre KRW iQ Zarm ZeaWKer. 
7Ke sWRreIrRQW aZQiQJ aQG caQRSy RIIereG 
a sRluWiRQ WR WKRse SrRblems. $ SracWical 
GesiJQ IeaWure� WKe aZQiQJ Rr caQRSy 
cRulG sKelWer WKe mercKaQGise IrRm WKe 
GamaJiQJ ulWraYiRleW rays RI WKe suQ� sKaGe 
WKe sWRreIrRQW IrRm WKe KeaW aQG SrRYiGe a 
sKelWereG eQWraQce IRr sKRSSers. 

5eWracWable clRWK aZQiQJs Zere esSecially 
KelSIul ZiWK climaWe cRQWrRl ZiWKiQ WKe 
builGiQJ. 7Ke aZQiQJ cRulG be rRlleG bacN 
iQ WKe cRRler mRQWKs� iW sKelWereG WKe suQ 
aQG reGuceG KeaW JaiQ as mucK as IiIWy WR 
seYeQWy SerceQW� maNiQJ WKe iQWeriRr IrRm 
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Awnings& 
Canopies 

• &aQYas Rr YiQyl cRaWeG caQYas aZQiQJs are aSSrRSriaWe

aQG Gesirable WR sKaGe sWRreIrRQWs. 7Ke B+P& reali]es

WKaW liIe iQ WKe 6RuWK caQ JeW GRZQriJKW KRW RQ summer

Gays aQG cRRliQJ a builGiQJ GuriQJ WKis Wime JeWs

e[SeQsiYe. 7R WKaW eQG WKe B+P& Kas aGRSWeG WKe SRsiWiRQ

WKaW mRsW busiQesses QeeG sRme WySe RI sKaGiQJ

mecKaQism. 7KereIRre� WKe B+P& Kas allRZeG IRr

aZQiQJs WR be laceG RYer sWRreIrRQWs� KRZeYer� QRW MusW aQy

aZQiQJ caQ be SlaceG iQWR serYice. 7Ke B+P& reTuires WKaW

aZQiQJs be caQYas Rr YiQyl cRaWeG caQYas. PlasWic aZQiQJs 

are QRW SermiWWeG. +RZeYer� WKe B+P& GRes reali]e WKaW 

maQy QeZ SrRGucWs are iQ use WKaW may be subsWiWuWeG. 6ucK

maWerials Zill be reYieZeG iI sR GesireG by WKe aSSlicaQW. 

• 6WRreIrRQW aZQiQJs caQQRW be aWWacKeG WR WKe builGiQJ
aQy KiJKer WKaQ IRurWeeQ IeeW IrRm JraGe� caQQRW
GesceQG lRZer WKaQ eiJKW IeeW abRYe WKe siGeZalN� aQG
caQ SrRMecW QR IurWKer WKaQ seYeQ IeeW IrRm WKe Iace RI 
WKe builGiQJ. $ZQiQJs sKRulG be SrRSRrWiRQal WR WKe si]e
RI WKe builGiQJ aQG sKRulG QRW Rbscure mRre WKaQ WKirWy
SerceQW RI WKe builGiQJ surIace.

• )laW caQRSies Zere SRSular iQ WKe 19�0s aQG 19�0s are

acceSWable  aQG aSSrRSriaWe  iI NeSW  iQ  JRRG cRQGiWiRQ.

1RW all caQRSies KaYe WR be barrel WySe Rr slRSiQJ. 0aQy

Bessemer builGiQJs RriJiQally KaG IlaW caQRSies as WKey

Zere builW GuriQJ WKe SeriRG ZKeQ sucK Zas SRSular. 7Kese

are SermiWWeG ZiWKiQ WKe GisWricW sR lRQJ as WKey are NeSW iQ 

JRRG cRQGiWiRQ.

BB BB 

Cannot exceed 30% of 

building's surface area 

r 
p============== 

� 

§§§

□ □ D D
Shingles on commercial 

buildin g s are p rohibited 

\ 

• )i[eG aZQiQJs iQ a 0aQsarG Rr &RlRQial sWyle Rr WKRse
ZiWK resiGeQWial sKiQJles sKall be remRYeG� aQG QR QeZ
RQes sKall be allRZeG as WKey are QR lRQJer SermiWWeG
ZiWKiQ WKe GisWricW�QR e[ceSWiRQs. $lsR� WKe aGGiWiRQ RI 
resiGeQWial sKiQJles WR aQy builGiQJ is sWricWly SrRKibiWeG. 

• $ZQiQJs sKRulG IiW WKe ZiQGRZ RSeQiQJ aQG aliJQ ZiWK 
WKe RYerall builGiQJ GesiJQ by remaiQiQJ cRQsisWeQW iQ
cRlRr� sKaSe aQG si]e. 7Key sKRulG QRW iQWerIere ZiWK
arcKiWecWural IeaWures Rr sSaQ mulWiSle ZiQGRZs.

• )Rr siJQs RQ aZQiQJs aQG caQRSies� Slease reIer WR WKe

6iJQs
 secWiRQ.

Shape of 

awnings 
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�i/n; 
In general, signs consistent with the historic period of 

the buildings will be encouraged. Bessemer's historic 

building date between 1889 and 1973, so there is a 

wide range of choices to be made. The primary 

criteria for signs, however, are good quality and 

appropriate size. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

Allowed Number of Signs 

$ll siJQs sKall be IabricaWeG by a SrRIessiRQal siJQ�maNer 

aQG be RI JRRG TualiWy ZRrNmaQsKiS aQG aSSearaQce as 

GeemeG acceSWable by WKe B+P& uQGer WKese JuiGeliQes. ,Q 

RrGer WR eQsure WKaW KisWRric SrRSerWies reWaiQ WKeir Yalue aQG 

aSSearaQces� WKe B+P& reTuires WKaW all siJQs GisSlayeG ZiWKiQ 

WKe GisWricW be craIWeG by a SrRIessiRQal siJQ maNer. 6KRS 

'raZiQJs RI all siJQs musW be submiWWeG WR WKe B+P& alRQJ ZiWK 

WKe reTuireG aSSlicaWiRQ. 

$ ma[imum RI WKree ��� siJQs sKall be SermiWWeG IRr aQy iQGiYiGual 
busiQess Rr sWRreIrRQW. 1R e[ceSWiRQs. 

0 2Qe siJQ may be a �belW�siJQ� WR iGeQWiIy WKe builGiQJ WR car
WraIIic. 7Kis is a siJQ WKaW e[WeQGs abRYe WKe WraQsRm� 
aQG acrRss WKe IrRQW RI WKe builGiQJ. 7Kis siJQ musW 
meeW WKe sTuare IRRWaJe reTuiremeQWs seW IRrWK by WKe 
B+P&. 

0 )Rr SeGesWriaQ WraIIic� a siJQ may be KuQJ uQGerQeaWK
aQ aZQiQJ Rr caQRSy SerSeQGicular WR WKe siGeZalN. 7Ke 
siJQ may QRW be mRre WKaQ WZR ��� IeeW iQ leQJWK aQG QR 
mRre WKaQ eiJKW ^��� iQ KeiJKW. �2WKer builGiQJ cRGes may 
aSSly�. 

© LasWly� a ZiQGRZ Rr GRRrZay aGYerWisiQJ SarWicular SrRGucW

Rr a lisW RI serYices Rr WKe busiQess Qame may be useG. 
7Ke siJQ musW meeW RWKer si]e reTuiremeQWs reTuireG by 
WKe B+P&. 
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Signs 

Size Requirements 

$ll siJQaJe sKall be reYieZeG IRr aSSrRSriaWeQess WR iWs 

sSace aQG cKaracWer. 7Ke B+P& reserYes WKe riJKW 

WR reYieZ aQG GeWermiQe WKe aSSrRSriaWeQess RI aQy 

siJQaJe useG ZiWKiQ WKe KisWRric SreserYaWiRQ GisWricW. 

6iJQs sKall be iQ NeeSiQJ ZiWK WKe cKaracWer 
aQG SrRSRrWiRQs RI WKe builGiQJ WR ZKicK WKey are 
aWWacKeG� WKey Zill QRW RYerSRZer WKe builGiQJ Rr 
Rbscure aQy siJQiIicaQW arcKiWecWural IeaWures. 
reTuiremeQWs seeQ abRYe. 

6i]e 5eTuiremeQW IRr BelW�siJQ - -

8 EE B 
I WxH=XSF I (H 

CJ .JJJ.. 110 

'/!.) 

L LJI 
.f---------101--------.r 

Specific Size Guidelines 

6iJQs mRuQWeG IlaW aJaiQsW WKe 
builGiQJ Iace sKall QRW e[ceeG iQ area 
mRre WKaQ RQe Wime WKe ZiGWK RI WKe 
builGiQJ� e.J.� a WZeQWy�IiYe�IRRW�ZiGe 
builGiQJ sWRreIrRQW caQQRW KaYe mRre 
WKaQ WZeQWy�IiYe sTuare IeeW iQ siJQaJe. 
7Kis meaQs WKaW a siJQ IiYe IeeW ZiGe 
aQG IiYe IeeW Wall ZRulG be allRZeG. $Qy 
cRmbiQaWiRQ RI KeiJKW aQG ZiGWK may be 
allRZeG sR lRQJ as WKe WRWal sTuare 
IRRWaJe GRes QRW e[ceeG WKe WRWal 
allRZable amRuQW RI siJQaJe. 

+P&
s $rea &alculaWiRQ 0eWKRG 
IRr 1RQ�recWiliQear 6iJQs 

CJ 

[ 
.f---------f01-------.r 

,Q RrGer WR cRmSuWe WKe sTuare 
IRRWaJe RI aQy siJQaJe RWKer WKaQ a 
sTuare Rr recWaQJular siJQ� WKe B+P& 
Zill GraZ a bR[ arRuQG WKe SrRSRseG 
GesiJQ aQG esseQWially IiJure WKe GiaJram 
as iI iW Zere a sTuare aQG WKeQ mulWiSly 
WKe leQJWK by WKe KeiJKW WR IiQG WKe sTuare 
IRRWaJe. 7Kis aSSlies WR aQy WySe RI 
siJQaJe� leWWeriQJ Rr JraSKic GesiJQ WKaW 
is useG as iGeQWiIyiQJ Rr aGYerWisiQJ 
cRmSRQeQW. 

:iQGRZ�'RRr LeWWeriQJ aQG�Rr LRJRs 
$rea &RYeraJe RQ *lass PaQel 

- -

8 EE B 

CJ DID DD 

LJ II [ [ 
Maximum 25% of Glass Area 

Glass 

Area 

BuilGiQJs ZiWK IrRQWs RQ WZR sWreeWs are 
allRZeG WKis cRmSuWaWiRQ IRr eacK Iace. 

:iQGRZ aQG GRRr leWWers aQG�Rr lRJRs 
sKRulG QRW cRYer mRre WKaQ WZeQWy�IiYe 
SerceQW RI WKe Jlass area. (acK Jlass 
SaQel ZRulG be aQ �area�� 7Kis iQcluGes 
GRRrZays� siGeliJKWs� aQG sWRreIrRQW 
ZiQGRZs. 1RWe� 7Kis siJQ is cRuQWeG 
aJaiQsW WKe ma[imum RI WKree siJQs aQG is 
subMecW WR WKe sTuare IRRWaJe 
reTuiremeQWs seeQ abRYe. 
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Signs 
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For Ground Floor Tenants 
� - -

BBB B 
I I 

CJ D DID 

LJ I [ L 
14'MAX 

Signs for Tenants 

*rRuQG IlRRr busiQess iQ mulWi�sWRry 
builGiQJs caQQRW mRuQW siJQs KiJKer WKaQ 
1�
 abRYe JraGe. $s aQ RccuSaQW RI a WZR 
Rr mRre�sWRry builGiQJ� WKe WeQaQW RQ WKe 
JrRuQG IlRRr may QRW SRsW a siJQ mRre 
WKaQ IRurWeeQ IeeW abRYe JraGe. 7Kis is WR 
SreYeQW siJQaJe IrRm RbscuriQJ secRQG 
sWRry ZiQGRZs. 

For Upper Floor Tenants 

BBB B 

CJ DIDDID 

=W� LJDL 
10SFMAX 

Upper story tenants may be identified through 

a sign board of appropriate character near the 

building entrance. Maximum square footage 

allowable is ten square feet. In order to reduce 

the total number of signs within the district, 

the BHPC has adopted the policy of allowing 

a sign board to identify occupants of multi-

story structures. 

Sign at the Rear or Loading Areas 

6SFMAX 

6iJQs iGeQWiIyiQJ WeQaQWs aW WKe rear Rr lRaGiQJ 

areas RI a builGiQJ sKall QRW e[ceeG si[ sTuare 

IeeW iQ area aQG sKRulG be mRuQWeG IlaW 

aJaiQsW WKe builGiQJ. ,I GeliYeries are maGe iQ a 

Qear area� WKeQ a siJQ WR iGeQWiIy WKe IaciliWy is 

allRZeG. ,W may QRW e[ceeG si[ sTuare IeeW iQ 

area aQG musW be mRuQWeG IlaW. 7Kis siJQ sKall 

QRW cRuQW aJaiQsW WKe ma[imum Qumber RI 

WKree siJQs allRZeG IRr a builGiQJ� SrRYiGeG iW 

may QRW be seeQ IrRm WKe Sublic riJKW�RI�Zay� 

alleyZays e[cluGeG. 
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Alternative Signs 

PrRMecWiQJ siJQs Zill be careIully 
reYieZeG IRr WKeir si]e aQG 
aSSrRSriaWeQess� buW WKey may be 
cRQsiGereG acceSWable iI WKey GR QR 
RYerSRZer Rr Rbscure WKeir RZQ 
builGiQJ Rr QeiJKbRriQJ builGiQJs. 
7Key sKRulG QRW be lRQJer WKaQ IiYe 
IeeW� WKe RYerall SrRMecWiRQ caQQRW 
e[ceeG seYeQ IeeW IrRm WKe Iace RI 
WKe builGiQJ� aQG WKe ZiGWK may QRW 
e[ceeG eiJKW iQcKes. $ ma[imum 
KeiJKW RI WKree IeeW may be 
SermiWWeG. ,Q JeQeral� SrRMecWiQJ siJQs 
sKall QRW KaQJ lRZer WKaQ WeQ IeeW 
abRYe JraGe. 7Key musW be NeSW iQ 
JRRG reSair aQG ZRrNiQJ RrGer aQG 
IiQisKeG RQ bRWK siGes. 

PrRMecWiQJ siJQs are JeQerally GiscRuraJeG 
buW may be allRZeG GeSeQGiQJ RQ WKe 
lRcaWiRQ RI WKe builGiQJ� TualiWy aQG si]e RI 
WKe siJQ SrRSRseG� aQG SRssible eIIecW RI 
QeiJKbRriQJ builGiQJs. $ SrRMecWiQJ siJQ 
sKall QRW be lRQJer WKaQ IiYe IeeW. ,QcluGiQJ 
aWWacKmeQW KarGZare� WKe siJQ may QRW 
e[WeQG mRre WKaQ seYeQ IeeW iQ leQJWK. 

7Ke ma[imum allRZable KeiJKW is 
WKree IeeW aQG cRulG be less 
GeSeQGiQJ RQ QeiJKbRriQJ builGiQJs. $ 
ma[imum ZiGWK RI eiJKW iQcKes is 
SermiWWeG. $lsR� WKe SrRMecWiQJ siJQ 
caQQRW be SRsiWiRQeG ZKere iW KaQJs 
lRZer WKaQ WeQ IeeW abRYe JraGe. Please 
QRWe WKe liJKWiQJ RI WKe siJQ is sWricWly 
reYieZeG aQG WKe siJQ musW be 
IiQisKeG RQ bRWK siGes. 

,I a SrRMecWiQJ siJQ is useG� a belW siJQ is 
QRW SermiWWeG. 

BusiQess iGeQWiIicaWiRQ seZQ Rr SaiQWeG 
RQ aZQiQJs Rr caQRSies is SermiWWeG 
uQGer WKe si]e JuiGeliQes aSSlyiQJ WR 
RWKer WySes RI siJQs. ,Q WKe SasW� maQy 
busiQesses KaYe WaNeQ aGYaQWaJe RI 
aGYerWisiQJ WKeir busiQess RQ WKe caQRSy 
Rr aZQiQJ. 7Ke B+P& recRJQi]es WKe 
beQeIiW RI usiQJ WKis WRRl aQG 
recRmmeQGs iWs use WR aQy busiQess. 
+RZeYer� WR SrRWecW WKe iQWeJriWy RI WKe 
GisWricW� WKe B+P& allRZs IRr WKe 
busiQess Qame WR be seZQ Rr SaiQWeG RQ 
aQ aZQiQJ. 7Kis Zill be cKarJeG aJaiQsW 
WKe ma[imum RI WKree siJQs aQG Zill WaNe 
WKe Slace RI a SrRMecWiQJ Rr belW siJQ. 6i]e 
reTuiremeQWs baseG RQ si]e RI caQRSy Rr 
aZQiQJ Zill be assesseG. 

Maximum Allowed Dimensions for Projecting Signs 

]© 
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Signs 

• 

PrRKibiWeG 6iJQs 

1R SermaQeQW siJQs GisSlayiQJ 

aGYerWisiQJ Rr SrRmRWiRQs are SermiWWeG. 
8QGer QR circumsWaQce Zill SrRmRWiRQal 
siJQs be allRZeG WR be aWWacKeG WR sWRreIrRQW 
ZiQGRZs� GRRrZay� WraQsRms� Rr aQy e[WeriRr 
SRrWiRQ RI WKe builGiQJ. 

• :iQGRZ aQG GRRr leWWeriQJ Rr lRJRs

are SermiWWeG IRr iGeQWiIicaWiRQ buW

QRW IRr aGYerWisiQJ. LeWWeriQJ Rr lRJR� 

SrRIessiRQally iQsWalleG� may be useG WR 
iGeQWiIy a busiQess. +RZeYer� leWWeriQJ 
Rr lRJRs aGYerWise sales Rr SrRmRWiRQal 
RIIers may QRW be useG. 
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• $GYerWisiQJ RI aQy NiQG iQ WKe Sublic

riJKW�RI�Zay is SrRKibiWeG. 7emSRrary 

aGYerWisiQJ iQ WKe sWreeW Rr RQ WKe siGeZalN is 

SermiWWeG uQGer WKese JuiGeliQes buW musW be 

reYieZeG by WKe B+P&. 1R aWWacKmeQW RI Ilyers 

Rr siJQs RI aQy WySe WR uWiliWy Rr WraIIic SRles� 

JarbaJe caQs� Rr aQy RWKer surIace ZiWKiQ 

WKe Sublic riJKW�RI�Zay is allRZeG uQGer aQy 

circumsWaQce. 

• 'isSlays iQ WKe Sublic riJKW�RI�Zay are

SrRKibiWeG. 7emSRrary aGYerWisiQJ may be 

SermiWWeG uSRQ reYieZ� +RZeYer� WKe SermiW 
sKall be YaliG IRr RQly WKirWy Gays aIWer issuaQce. 

• 'ay�*lRZ siJQs RI aQy NiQG are

SrRKibiWeG. 1R Gay�JlRZ siJQs Rr leWWeriQJ 

are WR be uWili]eG iQ WKe KisWRric GisWricW. PaWrRQs 
are QRW aWWracWeG WR WKe JlRZ RI leWWers� buW 
raWKer WR WKe SrRGucW aQG serYice a mercKaQW 
RIIers.

• )ree�sWaQGiQJ billbRarGs are SrRKibiWeG. 1R 

billbRarGs RI aQy NiQG are allRZeG ZiWKiQ WKe 

GisWricW. 

• 7emSRrary aGYerWisiQJ aGKeriQJ WR

sWRre ZiQGRZs� bricN Siers aQG uSSer

IacaGes is SrRKibiWeG uQless sSeciIically

SermiWWeG by WKe B+P& aIWer reYieZ RI

WKe sWyle aQG circumsWaQces RI WKe

SrRmRWiRQ. 7Kere sKall be a WKirWy�Gay limiW

RQ sucK SrRmRWiRQal siJQs. ,Q sucK 

cases ZKere SrRmRWiRQal aGYerWisiQJ is 
reTuesWeG� WKe B+P& may� aW iWs GiscreWiRQ� JraQW 
a WKirWy�Gay WemSRrary siJQ SermiW. +RZeYer� 
WKe B+P& reWaiQs WKe riJKW WR reYieZ WKe 
circumsWaQces beKiQG WKe SrRmRWiRQ� WKe sWyle RI 
WKe siJQaJe aQG WKe SrRSRseG lRcaWiRQ RI WKe 
siJQs. 7Ke B+P& Zill QRW JraQW mRre WKaQ IRur 
WemSRrary SermiWs Ser busiQess� Ser year. 7Ke 
reasRQ IRr WKis is WKaW RYer WKe SasW IeZ years� iW 
Kas cRme WR WKe aWWeQWiRQ RI WKe  B+P& WKaW �sales� 
KaYe beeQ RccurriQJ cRQWiQuRusly IRr mRre 
WKaQ WZR years. 7Kis eQsures leJiWimaWe sales WR 
be SrRmRWeG ZiWKRuW aGGeG iQWerIereQce IrRm 
bRJus �sales�� WKus eQsuriQJ mercKaQWs RI a Iair 
RSSRrWuQiWy IRr reacKiQJ WKeir cusWRmer base. 

• 6iJQs mRuQWeG RQ WKe rRRI RI a builGiQJ Rr

risiQJ abRYe WKe SaraSeW liQe sKall QRW be

SermiWWeG. 6iJQs may QRW be mRuQWeG RQ 

WKe rRRI RI WKe builGiQJ. 6iJQs SlaceG RQ WKe 
IrRQW RI WKe builGiQJ may QRW e[WeQG SasW WKe 
rRRI liQe Rr WKe siGes RI WKe builGiQJ.
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$Qy reTuesW IRr GemRliWiRQ RI 

aQy sWrucWure ZiWKiQ WKe 1aWiRQal 

+isWRric 'isWricW musW be KearG 

aQG aSSrRYeG by WKe &iWy RI 

Bessemer +isWRric PreserYaWiRQ 

&RmmissiRQ. 

,I GemRliWiRQ RI a SarWicular 

sWrucWure is reTuesWeG� WKaW 

reTuesW musW be SreseQWeG WR 

WKe &iWy RI Bessemer
s B+P&. 

7Kere are QR e[ceSWiRQs WR WKis 

rule. 

,Q JeQeral� GemRliWiRQ RI 

aQy sWrucWure IRr SurSRse RI 

surIace SarNiQJ is QRW 

SermiWWeG. 12 GemRliWiRQ RI 

aQ e[isWiQJ sWrucWure ZiWKiQ 

WKe +isWRric 'isWricW IRr WKe 

SurSRses RI creaWiQJ a 

SarNiQJ area Zill be 

SermiWWeG. 

([ceSW iQ cases RI e[Wreme 
GeWeriRraWiRQ aQG SRWeQWial 
GaQJer WR WKe Sublic saIeWy as 
GeWermiQeG by WKe &iWy BuilGiQJ 
,QsSecWiRQ 'eSarWmeQW.
'emRliWiRQ ZiWKiQ WKe GisWricW Zill 
be GiscRuraJeG aQG reTuesWs WR 
GemRlisK Zill be cRQsiGereG RQly 
uSRQ SreseQWaWiRQ RI SlaQs IRr 
reSlacemeQW ZiWK aQRWKer 
sWrucWure acceSWable uQGer 
WKese JuiGeliQes.

$Q RZQer musW GemRQsWraWe 
e[Wreme ecRQRmic KarGsKiS aQG 
iQabiliWy WR reGeYelRS beIRre beiQJ 
allRZeG WR GemRlisK a builGiQJ IRr 
SurSRses RWKer WKaQ 
reGeYelRSmeQW RI WKe SrRSerWy. 7Ke 
B+P& sKall KaYe WKe RSWiRQ WR 
seeN RWKer aYeQues IRr 
reKabiliWaWiRQ RI a builGiQJ iQ 
GaQJer RI GemRliWiRQ� WKis RSWiRQ 
Zill be iQ eIIecW IRr QR lRQJer WKaQ 
si[ mRQWKs aIWer WKe GaWe 
aSSlicaWiRQ is maGe IRr a GemRliWiRQ 
SermiW. 
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�i;c-44)n-ou; 

/anG 8Ve 
8ses RI QeZ builGiQJs aQG reQRYaWeG sWrucWures are 
JRYerQeG accRrGiQJ WR WKe &iWy
s =RQiQJ 
2rGiQaQce aQG QRW by aQy SrRYisiRQ RI WKese 
JuiGeliQes. 7Ke &iWy RI Bessemer SasseG a QeZ 
]RQiQJ RrGiQaQce iQ 199�. 7Kis leJislaWiRQ seW IRrWK 
laQG use sWaQGarGs. 7Kese JuiGeliQes GR QRW GicWaWe 
use RI sWrucWures ZiWKiQ WKe GisWricW� RQly aesWKeWic 
aSSearaQces. Please cRQsulW WKe &iWy RI Bessemer 
BuilGiQJ ,QsSecWiRQ 'eSarWmeQW WR GeWermiQe WKe 
busiQess uses Sermissible ZiWKiQ WKe ]RQiQJ 
classiIicaWiRQs ZKicK cRmSrise WKe GRZQWRZQ GisWricW. 

0etaO 7riP anG 'oZnVpoXtV 
0eWal scuSSers� GRZQsSRuWs� JuWWers� cRSiQJs� eWc.� 
sKRulG be securely IasWeQeG WR WKe builGiQJ aQG iQ 
JRRG cRQGiWiRQ. 7Key sKall be SaiQWeG WR KarmRQi]e 
ZiWK RWKer elemeQWs RI WKe builGiQJ Iace. &RlRr 
cKRices musW be aSSrRYeG by WKe B+P&. $Qy 
GRZQsSRuW� cRSiQJs� JuWWers� Rr RWKer e[WeriRr 
IeaWures sKRulG be aWWacKeG WR WKe builGiQJ usiQJ 
aSSrRSriaWe securiQJ GeYices. 7Kese musW be 
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maiQWaiQeG iQ JRRG ZRrNiQJ RrGer� QRW RQly WR meeW 
WKe B+P&
s JuiGeliQes� buW alsR WR iQcrease WKe 
lRQJeYiWy RI WKe builGiQJ. )urWKermRre� WKese elemeQWs 
sKRulG be SaiQWeG iQ RrGer WR maWcK Rr aW leasW 
cRmSlemeQW WKe e[isWiQJ cRlRr scKeme RI WKe builGiQJ. 
$s ZiWK RWKer JuiGeliQes� cRlRrs musW be aSSrRYeG by 
WKe B+P&. 

$Qy miscellaQeRus elemeQWs QR lRQJer iQ use� sucK 
as cRQGuiW� siJQ bracNeWs� liJKW Ii[Wures� Rr IasWeQers�  
eWc.� sKall be remRYeG IrRm WKe builGiQJ. 0aQy 
builGiQJs iQ GRZQWRZQ KaYe WKese IeaWures. ,W is iQ 
WKe besW iQWeresW RI builGiQJ RZQers as Zell as WKe 
JeQeral Sublic WR KaYe WKese elemeQWs remRYeG. 
7Kis JuiGeliQe alsR e[WeQGs WR aQy siJQaJe WKaW is 
QRZ cRQsiGereG WR be RuW RI serYice. 

5ooIV anG &KiPne\V 
5RRIs musW be NeSW iQ JRRG cRQGiWiRQ aQG Iree RI 
Gebris� sWaQGiQJ ZaWer� Rr RWKer elemeQWs ZKicK may 
leaG WR GeWeriRraWiRQ. 

&KimQeys aQG all Ilue aQG YeQW aWWacKmeQWs 
WKereWR sKall be maiQWaiQeG sWrucWurally sRuQG� 

Iree IrRm GeIecWs� aQG sR maiQWaiQeG as WR 
caSably alZays SerIRrm WKe IuQcWiRQs IRr ZKicK 
WKey Zere GesiJQeG. &KimQeys� Ilues� Jas YeQWs Rr 
RWKer GraIW�SrRGuciQJ eTuiSmeQW sKall SrRYiGe 
suIIicieQW GraIW WR GeYelRS WKe raWeG RuWSuW RI WKe 
cRQQecWeG eTuiSmeQW� aQG sKall be sWrucWurally 
saIe� Gurable� smRNe WiJKW� aQG caSable RI 
ZiWKsWaQGiQJ WKe acWiRQ RI WKe Ilue Jasses. 

([terior (TXipPent 
(lecWrical eTuiSmeQW sucK as MuQcWiRQ bR[es� 
WraQsIRrmers� ballasW sZiWcKes� eWc.� sKall be 
KiGGeQ IrRm YieZ as mucK as SRssible� aQG 
sKall QRW iQ aQy case be iQsWalleG RQ WKe sWreeW 
Iace RI a builGiQJ. ,Q aQy WySe RI reQRYaWiRQ WR a 
builGiQJ iQ WKe KisWRric GisWricW� WKe B+P& reTuires 
WKaW QR elecWrical Rr uWiliWy�RrieQWeG eTuiSmeQW be 
Yisible IrRm WKe riJKW RI Zay. $s iQ WKe case ZiWK 
rRRIWRS aSSliaQces� WKese elemeQWs QeeG WR be 
screeQeG aQG RbscureG IrRm YieZ as mucK as 
SRssible� ZKile QRW GesWrRyiQJ aQy KisWRrical elemeQW 
RI WKe builGiQJ. iQ. QR circumsWaQce Zill eTuiSmeQW RI 
WKis sRrW be allRZeG RQ WKe sWRreIrRQW IacaGe Rr aQy 
builGiQJ ZiWKiQ WKe GisWricW. 

within the district. 

0ecKaQical eTuiSmeQW RQ WKe rRRI sKall be 
SRsiWiRQeG WR aYRiG beiQJ Yisible IrRm WKe Sublic 
riJKW�RI�Zay. 8QGersWaQGiQJ WKe GiIIereQces iQ Wime 
SeriRGs meaQs mRre WKaQ RQe miJKW imaJiQe is 
KisWRric SreserYaWiRQ. ,Q WKe early �0s aQG �0s aQG 
mucK iQWR WKe �0s� air cRQGiWiRQiQJ Zas QRW reaGily 
aYailable. 7Ke B+P& uQGersWaQGs aQG symSaWKi]es 
ZiWK WKe mRGerQ�Gay builGiQJ RZQer ZKR ZisKes WR 
reYiWali]e Kis Rr Ker builGiQJ. 7R WKaW eQG� WKe B+P& Kas 
maGe WKe GeWermiQaWiRQ WKaW elecWrical eTuiSmeQW 
may be allRZable uSRQ rRRIWRSs. +RZeYer� WKese 
GeYices musW QRW be Yisible IrRm WKe rRaGZay. 7Kis 
may be accRmSlisKeG by SRsiWiRQiQJ WKe uQiW Qear RI 
WKe builGiQJ Rr iQ siWuaWiRQs ZKere WKis is QRW 
Ieasible� WKe uQiWs may be screeQeG iQ sRme RWKer 
IasKiRQ GeemeG aSSrRSriaWe by WKe B+P&. 

:aOOV anG )enFeV 
1R IeQce� Zall� SlaQWiQJ Rr sWrucWure sKall be 
lRcaWeG WR cRQsWiWuWe a Ka]arG WR SeGesWriaQ Rr 
YeKicular WraIIic RQ WKe Sublic riJKW�RI�Zay. 7Ke 
Bessemer PRlice 'eSarWmeQW aQG ciWy eQJiQeer RI 
Sublic saIeWy sKall assisW iQ WKe GeWermiQaWiRQ RI WKe 
e[isWeQce RI a Ka]arG. 
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Miscellaneous 

1R Zall Rr IeQce iQ a reTuireG IrRQW yarG sKall 
e[ceeG a KeiJKW RI WKree aQG RQe�KalI IeeW� e[ceSW 
as reTuireG IRr a reWaiQiQJ Zall� )eQce sKall be a 
GecRraWiYe IeQce aQG aSSrRYeG by WKe builGiQJ 
RIIicial. 

6FreeninJ 
2uWGRRr WrasK receSWacles aQG sWRraJe areas 
sKall be screeQeG by usiQJ aQ RSaTue IeQce Rr a 
masRQry Zall� aW a miQimum RI � IeeW iQ KeiJKW. 7Ke 
IeQce Rr Zall sKall be cRmbiQeG ZiWK eYerJreeQ 
sKrubs SlaQWeG iQ a ��IRRW miQimum SlaQWiQJ area 
arRuQG WKe IRuQGaWiRQ RI WKe IeQce Rr Zall. 

2uWGRRr IeQciQJ. 7Ke IeQce Rr Zall sKall be 
cRmbiQeG ZiWK eYerJreeQ sKrubs SlaQWeG iQ a 
��IRRW miQimum SlaQWeG area arRuQG WKe
IRuQGaWiRQ RI WKe IeQce Rr Zall.

$ll IeQciQJ aQG masRQry sKall be cRQsisWeQW ZiWK 
WKe SrRSRseG sWrucWures. 
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/iJKtinJ 
'irecW Rr reIlecWeG liJKW Rr Jlare sKall QRW be 
SrRGuceG WR aGYersely aIIecW WKe YisibiliWy Rr WeQG WR 
iQWerIere ZiWK WKe saIeWy Rr ZelIare RI SersRQs lRcaWeG 
aW Rr beyRQG aQy SrRSerWy liQe. 

LiJKWiQJ Ii[Wures aQG ZiriQJ sKRulG be iQWeJraWeG iQWR 
WKe arcKiWecWural elemeQWs sR WKaW WKey are QRW 
Yisible. 

([WeriRr surIace mRuQWeG WraQsIRrmer bR[es� 
raceZays� aQG cRQGuiW sKRulG be aYRiGeG. 

([terior 0ateriaOV oI +iVtoriF 
5eViGenFeV 
7Ke e[WeriRr RI eYery KisWRric resiGeQWial sWrucWure Rr 
accessRry sWrucWure �iQcluGiQJ IeQces� sKall be 
maiQWaiQeG iQ JRRG reSair. $ll surIaces sKall be 
maiQWaiQeG Iree RI brRNeQ Jlass� lRRse sKiQJles� 
crumbliQJ sWRQe Rr bricN� e[cessiYe SeeliQJ SaiQW Rr 
RWKer cRQGiWiRQ reIlecWiYe RI GeWeriRraWiRQ Rr 
iQaGeTuaWe maiQWeQaQce WR WKe eQG WKaW WKe 

SrRSerWy iWselI may be SreserYeG� saIeWy aQG Iire 
Ka]arGs elimiQaWeG. 

ArFKiteFtXraO 'etaiOV 
)Rr resiGeQWial uQiWs iQ KisWRric GisWricW� 
arcKiWecWural GeWails sKall be maiQWaiQeG iQ JRRG 
cRQGiWiRQ. 

'amaJeG� lRsW� Rr irreSarable KisWRric GeWails sKall be 
reSaireG Rr reSlaceG. 7Ke QeZ maWerials musW maWcK 
WKe RriJiQal iQ cRmSRsiWiRQ� GesiJQ� cRlRr� aQG 
We[Wure. 1RQ�KisWRric GeWails Rr elemeQWs caQQRW 
be aGGeG WR a KisWRric KRuse. 

(ntranFeV anG 3orFKeV 
([WeriRr SRrcKes� laQGiQJs� balcRQies� sWairs� aQG Iire 
escaSes sKall be SrRYiGeG ZiWK baQisWers Rr railiQJs 
SrRSerly GesiJQeG aQG maiQWaiQeG WR miQimi]e 
WKe Ka]arG RI IalliQJs� aQG WKe same sKall be NeSW 
sWrucWurally sRuQG� iQ JRRG reSair� aQG Iree IrRm 
GeIecWs. 

,I SRssible� RriJiQal maWerials sucK as balusWers� 
cRlumQs� KaQGrails� bracNeWs� aQG rRRI GeWailiQJ 
sKRulG be reSaireG� ,I WKRse maWerials are seriRusly 
GeWeriRraWeG� WKe QeZ sKRulG maiQWaiQ WKe GesiJQ� 
cRlRr� We[Wure aQG maWerials RI WKe e[isWiQJ� 
'RcumeQWary aQG SKysical eYiGeQce sKRulG 
suSSRrW WKe reSlacemeQW RI missiQJ IeaWures. 

)rRQW SRrcKes� siGe SRrcKes� aQG SRrWe cRcKeres 
Yisible IrRm a riJKW�RI�Zay may QRW be eQclRseG. 

lI SRssible� RriJiQal GRRrs musW be reWaiQeG. ,I a GRRr 
is GeWeriRraWeG beyRQG reSair� WKe reSlacemeQW 
GRRr sKRulG IeaWure WKe same GesiJQ aQG maWerial aQG 
sKRulG QRW GeWracW IrRm WKe cKaracWer RI WKe 
resiGeQce. 2riJiQal RSeQiQJs� esSecially RQ a 
IacaGe Yisible IrRm a riJKW�RI�Zay� sKRulG be 
maiQWaiQeG. 

:inGoZV 
$ll ZiQGRZs e[SRseG WR Sublic YieZ sKall be NeSW 
cleaQ aQG Iree RI marNs Rr IRreiJQ subsWaQces 
e[ceSW� ZKeQ Qecessary� ZKile  cKaQJiQJ GisSlays. 
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Miscellaneous 

1R sWRraJe RI maWerials� sWRcN Rr iQYeQWRry sKall 
be SermiWWeG iQ ZiQGRZ GisSlay areas Rr RWKer 
areas RrGiQarily e[SRseG WR Sublic YieZ uQless 
WKe areas are IirsW screeQeG IrRm WKe Sublic YieZ 
by GraSes� YeQeWiaQ bliQGs� Rr RWKer SermaQeQW 
reQGeriQJ RI WKe ZiQGRZs RSaTue WR WKe 
Sublic YieZ. $ll screeQiQJs RI iQWeriRrs sKall be 
maiQWaiQeG iQ a cleaQ aQG aWWracWiYe maQQer aQG 
iQ a JRRG sWaWe RI reSair. 

5RuWiQe maiQWeQWaQce is recRmmeQGeG IRr 
resiGeQces ZiWK KisWRric ZiQGRZs� iQcluGiQJ 
ZiQGRZ sasK� Jlass� liQWels� sills� Irames� mRlGiQJ� 
sKuWWers aQG all KarGZare. 7Ke maWerial� GesiJQ� 
aQG KarGZare RI aQy reSlacemeQW elemeQWs 
sKRulG maWcK WKe RriJiQal Rr e[isWiQJ ZiQGRZ. ,I 
ZiQGRZ reSlacemeQW is Qecessary� WKe 
reSlacemeQW sKRulG IiW WKe RriJiQal RSeQiQJ aQG 
maiQWaiQ all SrRSRrWiRQs aQG cRQIiJuraWiRQs. 

)Rr resiGeQces� sKuWWers musW be maGe RI ZRRG 
aQG SrRSRrWiRQal iQ si]e WR WKe ZiQGRZ sR WKaW� 
ZKeQ clRseG� WKe sKuWWers cRYer WKe ZiQGRZ. 
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)Rr resiGeQces� sWRrm ZiQGRZs sKRulG be 
remRYable aQG sKRulG QRW GamaJe WKe RriJiQal 
ZiQGRZ Irames. ,QWeriRr sWRrm ZiQGRZs sKRulG 
alsR be cRQsiGereG. 

)oXnGationV 
)RuQGaWiRQ Zalls sKall be NeSW sWrucWurally sRuQG� 
Iree IrRm GeIecWs aQG GamaJe� aQG caSable RI 
beariQJ imSRseG lRaGs saIely. 

&RYeriQJ WKe RriJiQal IRuQGaWiRQ ZiWK sWuccR Rr 
RWKer maWerials is SrRKibiWeG� 7Ke aSSearaQce 
aQG maWerials RI WKe RriJiQal IRuQGaWiRQ sKRulG 
be maiQWaiQeG. 

2riJiQal uQSaiQWeG masRQry IRuQGaWiRQs may 
QRW be SaiQWeG. 

AFFeVVor\ %XiOGinJV 
)Rr resiGeQces� accessRry sWrucWures sKall QRW 
be lRcaWeG iQ aQy reTuireG IrRQW yarG. $ccessRry 
sWrucWures may be builW iQ a rear yarG� buW sucK 
accessRry sWrucWures sKall QRW RccuSy mRre WKaQ 

�0 SerceQW RI WKe reTuireG rear yarG sSace aQG 
sKall QRW be clRser WKaQ IiYe IeeW WR aQy siGe Rr 
rear lRW liQe. 

2riJiQal accessRry builGiQJs� JaraJes� aQG 
JaraJe aSarWmeQWs are siJQiIicaQW siWe elemeQWs 
WKaW sKRulG be SreserYeG. 

+anGiFap AFFeVViEiOit\ 
'esiJQ aQG SlacemeQW RI KaQGicaS accessible 
ramSs sKRulG resSecW WKe KisWRric cKaracWer RI 
WKe builGiQJ aQG� iI SRssible� sKRulG be lRcaWeG 
RQ a rear Rr siGe eQWraQce aQG be as uQRbWrusiYe 
as SRssible. 

+iVtoriF AGGitionV anG AOterationV 
6iJQiIicaQW KisWRric alWeraWiRQs aQG aGGiWiRQs 
sKRulG be SreserYeG. 

8Qless WKere is QR RWKer Ieasible lRcaWiRQ� 
resiGeQWial builGiQJ aGGiWiRQs sKRulG QRW be 
siWuaWeG IlusK ZiWK WKe IrRQW IacaGe RI WKe builGiQJ. 

7Ke GesiJQ RI aGGiWiRQs sKRulG be clearly 
GisWiQJuisKable as seSaraWe IrRm WKe RriJiQal 
builGiQJ� KRZeYer� WKe maWerials� mass� cRlRr� 
aQG relaWiRQsKiSs RI sRliGs WR YRiGs sKRulG be 
cRQsisWeQW ZiWK WKe e[isWiQJ sWrucWure. ,I WKe 
GesiJQ RI WKe QeZ aGGiWiRQ reTuires aQy KisWRric 
maWerials aQG cKaracWer�GeIiQiQJ elemeQWs WR be 
RbscureG� GamaJeG� Rr remRYeG� iW sKRulG be 
NeSW aW a miQimum. 
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Glossary

Alteration 
An element or group of 
elements that are changed, 
often in style, size or material. 

Base 
The lowest visible part of a 
building often distinctively 
treated.

Bulkhead 
Portion of storefront facade 
that extends directly below 
the display window to the 
ground, often supporting the 
weight of and forming the 
base of the display window. 

Cornice
The molding that crowns the roof 
or the floor level of a building. 

Corbel 
An architectural member that 
projects from within a wall and 
supports a weight. 

Double-hung Window 
Two vertical operating sashes in 
one window unit. 

Dentils 
A series of small, projecting 
rectangular blocks fund under a 
cornice line. 

Elevation 
The external or internal faces of 
a building. 

Façade 
The front or principal face of a 
building often distinguished 
architecturally. 

Fenestration 
The arrangement of windows in 
a building. 

Friezeband 
A sculptured or richly 
ornamented bank around a 
building. It may depict a scene. 

Mullion 
A slender vertical member 
separating lights, sash

Parapet
A low wall or railing on top 
of a building designed to 
protect the edge of the 
roof. 

Pediment 
A triangular space forming 
a gable of a two-pitched 
roof. Found in classic 
architecture. 

Piers 
The vertical member that 
supports the end of an 
arch, such as a pillar.

Preservation 
The maintenance and 
repair of existing historic 
materials and retention of 
a property's form as it has 
evolved over time.

Sash 
The basic unit of a 
window, consisting of 
frame, glazing, and 
gasketing; may be 
stationary or operable.

Storefront 
The front of a store, 
restaurant or other 
establishment at street 
level, usually containing 
display windows. 

Streetscape 
Area of public way 
between the street and 
streetwall, often 
containing elements 
focused on the 
pedestrian experience.

Terra Cotta 
An enriched, molded 
clay brick with a 
ceramic slip glaze. 
Case as hollow blocks, 
it gives the appearance 
of sculptured stone. It 
was very popular 
on buildings in the late 
19th Century. 

Transom 
Linear panel of glass or 
other solid material 
directly above the 
doorway or display 
window frame. 

City of Bessemer Historic Design Guidelines  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

General tenets of historic preservation and 
rehabilitation are at the heart of these guidelines. 
Changes to historic buildings within the district 
will be considered with consistent emphasis on 
appropriate applications of the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for rehabilitation as set forth 
in these guidelines.  At the heart of these 
guidelines is an intent to match as closely as 
possible the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
Who in the world is the Secretary of the Interior?  
Well, we do have an answer, lengthy as it may be. 

The Secretary of the Interior refers to the 
Presidential Cabinet level executive in charge of 
the United States Department of the interior.  
From this Department, rehabilitation standards 
have been issued that govern the rehabilitation of 
the historic structures.  These are available by 
request from the Bessemer Economic and 
Community Development Department.  They are 
rather details and must be followed in order to 
qualify for Rehabilitation Tax Credits. 

A property shall be used for 
its historic purpose or be 
placed in a new use that 
requires minimal change to 
the defining characteristics of 
the building and its site and 
environment.  

The historic character of a 
property shall be retained and 
preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration 
of features and spaces that 
characterize a property shall 
be avoided.  

Each property shall be 
recognized as a physical 
record of its time, place, and 
use. Changes that create a 
false sense of historical 
development, such as adding 
conjectural features or 
architectural elements from 
other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken.  

Most properties change over 
time; those changes that have 
acquired historic significance 
in their own right shall be 
retained and preserved.  

Distinctive features, finishes 
and construction techniques 
or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a historic 
property shall be preserved.  

Deteriorated historic features 
shall be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity 
of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive 
feature, the new feature shall 
match the old in design, color, 
texture, and other visual 
qualities and, where possible, 
materials. Replacement of 
missing features shall be 
substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence.  

Chemical or physical 
treatments, such as 
sandblasting, that cause 
damage to historic materials 
shall not be used. The surface 
cleaning of structures, if 
appropriate, shall be 
undertaken using the gentlest 
means possible.  

Significant archaeological 
resources affected by a 
project shall be protected and 
preserved. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation 
measures shall be 
undertaken.  

New additions, exterior 
alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that 
characterize the property. The 
new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and 
shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of 
the property and its 
environment.  

New additions and adjacent or 
related new construction shall 
be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the 
future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic 
property and its environment 
would be unimpaired.  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"This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service administrated through the Alabama Historical Commission Replacement of the U. S. 

Department of the Interior design prohibits unlawful discrimination of departmental federally assigned programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, or sex, which includes pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender identity. Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated 

upon at any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of federal assistance should write the Director, Equal Opportunity Program. U.S. Department of the 

Interior National Park Services. P.O. Box 3717 Washington D.C. 20013-7127. 
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Photo source: Jason Burnett on Behalf of the Bessemer Hall of History Museum,  Images of America: Early Bessemer, Arcadia Publishing: 2011.
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