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You know, sacramentalism is something that will cause rigidity in the body of Christ sooner than about anything I know.(...) When I talk about sacramentalism, I'm talking about ritualism, whereby we do the motions, we go through the things, but we forget the tremendous rich meaning behind those things.

(...)

And one such passage, which I think we have thoroughly sacramentalized, is Romans chapter 6, one of the greatest passages about personal commitment and personal Christianity and personal thinking that God wants us to have that's in the Bible.

(...)

And yet when we teach on Romans 6, seems like all we can find to teach on is baptism. Baptism is a great subject, but there's a lot more in the sixth chapter of Romans than baptism.

(...)

So tonight we're going to take a brief look at this passage of Scripture, which is really primarily about death to sin.

(...)

Death to sin, I would define sort of like this, a mental process which begins even before baptism and is realized in baptism and even continues after baptism, death to sin.

(...)

In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul has developed the idea that man cannot be saved by his own works. Many Christians, perhaps some of us, are frustrated because we can't be good enough. The book of Romans teaches that man is not good enough to be saved and never can be. All have sinned and all fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3 and 23. The have sinned is in the past tense. That means we have sinned in the past. The fall short is in the present tense. That means we do fall short in the present. So not only have we sinned, but we do sin. And therefore without Christ and his grace, we're undone. We cannot be justified by law. We must depend upon the blood of Jesus and upon his grace. In the first five chapters of Romans, the Apostle Paul so beautifully and thoroughly develops the doctrine of grace, convincing us that there is tremendous grace, that there's so much grace that it's available to mankind that all of the sins that man has ever committed or ever will commit are plenty enough covered by the grace that's available to mankind. There's a lot of grace, a super abundance of grace. In Romans 5 and verse 20, he says, "Where sin abounded,(...) grace abounded even more." As Hebrews 10 and verse 12 says, "Christ gave us one sacrifice, four sins forever." There's so much love and so much grace that God has plenty of room for forgiveness. That's not the problem. The problem is how do we men respond to that grace? Do we take advantage of it? Do we try to take it for granted or do we change our lives and live for him?(...) As he begins the sixth chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul says, "What then shall we say to these things?" Since there's so much love and so much mercy and so much grace, shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? May it never be? How can we who died to sin any longer live therein? Continuing in sin is impossible for one who has died to sin. I really mean impossible. I'm not saying tonight that it's impossible for a Christian to sin.

(...)

I knew a fellow in Vernon, Texas one time. We called him Slim. He's a big, tall cowboy, cowboy boots.(...) He'd been "saved" at some revival at one particular denominational church one night. He said, "Preacher, I used to cuss. I used to drink. I used to smoke. I used to chase the women and all this other stuff, but I got saved and I just couldn't do any of that stuff. The very next day, I just couldn't cuss. A cuss word couldn't come out of my mouth. I couldn't smoke. I couldn't drink. I couldn't chase the women. I was just incapable of doing any sin." Well, of course, the Bible doesn't teach that. Romans, chapter 7, Paul is a Christian, and yet we find him still struggling against sin.

(...)

But what Paul is talking about here is continuing in a lifestyle of sin. Shall we continue in sin, continue living a lifestyle of sin? How can we who died to sin live any longer in it? We cannot live in sin as a lifestyle if we die to sin. Death to sin is a pivotal point in the life of a person who becomes a Christian, and there's a great deal more to death to sin than baptism. In 1 John 1 and verse 7, he says, "If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. But if we say we have no sin, the truth is not in us." You see, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. All of us sin. But we do not continue living in sin if we have died to sin. It's impossible. What do we mean by this death to sin?(...) Well, death to sin takes place between our ears, basically. It takes place in here. It's a mental process. It's a mental point that we reach and a point that we have to continue to reach in our lives. In 1 John 3 and verse 9, he says, "Whosoever is born of God doeth no sin," King James. And some of the other translations, more modern translations say, "Does not practice sin," which is probably a little bit better. "Whoever is born of God does not practice sin." Why? Because his seed abides in him, and he cannot continue in sin because he is born of God.(...) When we're born of God and the Word of God has become united with our minds and hearts, and we let the Word of God stay in our minds and our hearts, we cannot. We are incapable of living a lifestyle of sin. Oh, we can stumble from time to time. We can do a wrong thing or say a wrong thing and be sorry for it and try to do better. But we cannot continue living a lifestyle of sin while we have the Word of God dwelling in our hearts and minds, and we're trying as hard as we can to do his will, you see. Now, this is what's involved in death to sin. Death to sin is an imitation of the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He says, "No, you not," verse 3, "Are you ignorant that all we who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?"(...) In the first century, when a person was going to become a Christian, his faith was in the historical events that had taken place in Jesus Christ. He wasn't obeying a system necessarily. He wasn't obeying just a teaching. He was obeying something. He was putting his faith in something that he really believed had happened. The early converts believed that God had reached down into human history and done something in the form of Jesus Christ, that Jesus really was God in the flesh, that his death on the

(...)

cross of Calvary was God's one-time atoning sacrifice for sin, that his resurrection was the thing which gave us hope and justification. So, when they obeyed the gospel, it was those events, the death of Jesus for our sins, his literal resurrection from the dead, those events were the events that they were imitating. All we who have been baptized into Christ were baptized into his death. It is in baptism that we contact the benefits of the death of Christ. Romans 5 and 10 says, "If then being enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his son, much more than being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." We are reconciled to God by the death of his son, but we are baptized into his death. That's where we contact the death of Christ. And, of course, as we're raised from the waters of baptism, we're imitating the resurrection of Christ. Romans 4 and 25, we're raised, or he was raised for our justification, says that passage of Scripture. So then, when we are baptized, we are outwardly imitating those events in which we're trying to put our faith, the death and the resurrection of Christ. But one of the greatest things missed about this passage is that there's not only an outward imitation of the death of Jesus, but there's also supposed to be an inward imitation of the death of Jesus. Notice verse 4, "We were buried therefore with him." Now, notice the word "therefore" that we have circled in red.

(...)

The "therefore" goes back to what's gone before, particularly in verse 3.(...) "We were baptized into his death." Therefore, now he's going to draw a comparison between the death of Christ and the resurrection of Christ and our death and our resurrection.(...) "We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death." The death into which we're baptized in verse 3 is the death of Christ.(...) But the death in verse 4 is our death, my death, your death, our death to sin, verse 2. "We were buried with him by baptism into death that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we." See the comparison words?(...) "Like as Christ,(...) even so we." What did Christ do? Christ died.

(...)

Christ was raised. What are we doing? We die. We are raised. And I'm afraid there are many, many people who have so sacramentalized conversion. Perhaps there are many wives who nag their husbands to death and tell their husbands they're baptized and the husband comes and he's baptized all right, but he never dies to sin.

(...)

Nothing changed up between his ears. No commitments changed. No mind changed. He got wet.(...) He went down a wet center, a dry center and came up a wet center. And that's all that happened to him. He was baptized. That takes more to be justified than getting wet in a tub of water. We have to imitate Christ not only outwardly but inwardly. And so there is an inward uniting with Christ and not just an outward uniting with Christ. Verse 5, he says, "If then we have been united with Christ in the likeness of his death, so shall we be also in the likeness of his resurrection." That's a big if.(...) "If we have been united with Christ in the likeness of his death." What does that mean?(...) Baptized in water? Yes, definitely so. But it also means we died to sin and we were raised with Christ. Something happened up here between our ears. Verse 6, "Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away." Our old man is an old way of thinking. It's an old frame of mind. It's an old person. In Ephesians 4 and 22, he says that you put off, as concerning your former manner of life, the old man that is corrupted after deceitful lust, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on the new man, which after God has been created in holiness and righteousness and truth. What is this business about the old man and the new man? What do you put off when you put off the old man? You put off a way of thinking. You put off a way of looking at life.(...) So how do you put on the new man? "Be renewed in the spirit of your mind," says Paul, "and put on the new man, which after God has been created in holiness and righteousness of truth." We die to sin when we change the way that we think and not before.

(...)

When Paul and when Peter and when John and James, all of them, preached repentance, they were preaching death to sin. He says that our old man was crucified with him that the body of sin might be done away. How do you do away with the body of sin?(...) Well, we've always learned from Romans 6, and rightly so, that our sins are washed away when we're baptized. But that's not what Paul is talking about here. The body of sin is the body of man that's controlled by sin, that lives for sin, that does what sin tells it to do. Verse 12, "Let not sin, therefore, rule in your mortal bodies, that you should obey its lusts." That's the body of sin, the body that lets sin tell it what to do. Or Romans 8, 13, "If you live for the flesh, you must die. But if by the spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, then you shall live." When a person leaves the body of sin in the watery grave of baptism, what he's leaving is that person, that way of thinking, that individual who used to let sin control him.(...) And the only way he can leave the body of sin in the water of baptism is if he died to sin. If he made up his mind that he would no longer live that way and that he would commit himself to live for the Lord Jesus Christ. Death to sin is something that takes place between our ears. It takes place in our minds and in our hearts, and it's part of being a Christian. Romans 6 and verse 7, "He that has died is justified from sin." Now, what in the world does that mean?

(...)

It does not mean just "He that has been baptized is justified from sin." There are a lot of people, I believe, that have been baptized who have not died like Paul is talking about here.(...) "He that has died," died what? Verse 2, "Died to sin has been justified from sin." And that is a mental decision. I don't know how many of you have ever smoked cigarettes or cigars or pipes or something like that. Maybe some of you still do. But if you have and you decided to quit,(...) that took some deciding, didn't it? You know, you take those cigarettes and you've smoked them for so long, and you know you oughtn't to smoke them because it's killing you. And you say, "Well, I better put those things down." And you may think about it for a good while and just keep on smoking them, you know. There comes that day, there comes that decision, and maybe you've been to the doctor and got a bad health report or something, and you say to yourself, "I cannot do this anymore.(...) I have got to lay these things down. I am not going to do this from this point on." And you lay them down, and somebody the other day was telling me this, that he laid the cigarettes down several years ago and he never has picked them back up.

(...)

Well, the day he made up his mind to lay those things down, he made a firm decision, and it was a decision that was a final decision. And he turned in a direction and he hadn't looked back since. That's what death to sin is about.(...) It's that day that we make up our mind. It's that time when we make up our mind and say, "Okay,(...) I really am going to turn my life from living for self and living for sin and doing my will." That's enough of that. I, from this day forward, am going to do the best I can to live for God. As far as sin is concerned, I'm dead. As far as God is concerned, I'm alive. That's what death to sin is. And when we are baptized into the water, if we have made that decision against sin, then there are two things that have changed.(...) Number one, our mind has changed. That's what involves death to sin.(...) Number two, our relationship with God has changed. But let me tell you, friends, the relationship with God does not change if the mind does not change. If the mind doesn't change, all that happens is a guy gets wet and he comes up and he's just as lost as he ever was. We can't fake God out.(...) We can't fool God. God knows us. He knows our hearts. He knows our minds. He knows where we're at, you see. And he that has died, verse 7, is justified from sin. And God knows whether we have or whether we haven't. You know, when Jesus died, and we're imitating the experience of Jesus, Jesus not only died for sin,(...) but Jesus died to sin, just like he expects us to do. In Romans 6 and verse 10, it says, "For the death that he died, he died to sin once, but the life that he lives, he lives unto God." Now, what does that mean, he died to sin?(...) Remember the Garden of Gethsemane experience where Jesus was grievously tempted?(...) Jesus went to that garden to pray, and he said in Mark 14 and verse 36,(...) "Abba, Father, all things are possible with thee. Let this cup pass from me.(...) Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou will."(...) Jesus did not want to go to the cross. He was a human being. He recoiled from the pain and agony and suffering of that cross, and he did not want to do it. Yet God said, "Go to the cross." Here we have the will of a man. I don't want to. We have the will of God, but I want you to. And the will of the man and the will of God conflict. They come into sharp conflict. Hebrews chapter 5 and verse 7, talking about Jesus, "Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers and supplications unto God, was strong crying and tears under the one that was able to save him from death, and being heard for his godly fear, though he were a son, yet he learned obedience.

(...)

And being made perfect, he became to all of them that obey him, the author of eternal salvation." Jesus wanted to be saved from that death. He cried, he pled, he begged in that garden of Gethsemane, "Please do not let this happen." But God said, "Go to the cross."

(...)

And so the man Jesus denied what he wanted to do, and he made a decision, just like in so much greater fact, but similar to the decision we talked about a moment ago, when the fella takes the cigarettes and he lays them down and he says, "I've had it with that. They're killing me. I will not take another puff off of one the rest of my days." Jesus made a decision when he faced that cross and he made up his mind, not look back, "I will go to that cross. I will do what the Father wants me to do. There is no turning back. I'm going to do it." When he made that decision and went to the cross, he died to sin. Sin had a chance to get him, but he made a decision against that sin. The death that he died, he died unto sin once, and the life that he lives, he lives unto God. The risen Lord Jesus lives serving God. There's no question about that. There's no temptation for him now. There's no sin. There's no nothing. He lives for God. But the key verse in this passage, the bottom line of this whole Romans 6 passage is in verse 11. "Even so ye also,(...) consider yourselves to be dead unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus." "Even so ye also," like who? Like Christ.

(...)

Christ died to sin and now he lives for who? He lives for God.(...) "Even so ye also,(...) consider yourselves, reckon ye yourselves to be dead unto sin." The word "reckon" is a Greek word which means to think of yourselves in this way. How do you think of yourself? Let me ask you a question.

(...)

When we get up in the morning,

(...)

do we get up in the morning and put our socks and shoes and clothes on and everything and we face the day, do we go through a process like, "I wonder what I'm going to do today?" Mentally do we say to ourselves, "I may do the will of God and I may not. I may choose to sin today and I may not." Is that the process that we go through?

(...)

Or when we get up in the morning,(...) does it never even cross our mind that we're going to live in sin today?(...) Have we already decided back there that we're going to do the will of God? Is it a foregone conclusion when our feet hit the floor in the morning that we will live today for God?

(...)

If it is,(...) if it's already a foregone conclusion that I'm God's and I'm living for Him, then we've died to sin.

(...)

If it's not,(...) then I've got serious question whether we have. Now, certainly people can turn back into that way of thinking, into the old way of thinking from time to time, but I believe many, many people never really do this tremendously important thing and die to sin. Therefore, let not sin rule in your mortal bodies that you should obey the lust thereof. Neither present your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but present yourselves to God as alive from the dead and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

(...)

How do we think? Do we consider ourselves to be dead unto sin and alive unto God and Jesus Christ? Put the last overlay up there for me.

(...)

Have you been crucified with Christ?

(...)

Have you really made the decision, a firm decision, a mature decision, a no turning back decision, an unto death decision? Have you made that decision that you will live for God?

(...)

Have you buried that old person in the water of baptism and left him there?

(...)

And the life that you now live, do you live for God?

(...)

This is the will of God for every one of us. Christianity, brothers and sisters,(...) is a firm personal commitment to God. It is a personal walk with God, is a personal service to God, is a personal slavery in the service of our Lord. It cannot be done as spectators.

(...)

It has to be done as players on the field.(...) Have you died to sin? If you have not,(...) then the invitation is yours tonight, and we hope that you'll come and respond to it as we stand together and as we sing.
