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Our lesson is going to be concerned with the authority of the New Testament.

(...)

When we talk about authority we're talking about the intrinsic right that something has to govern our lives. The intrinsic ability it has to demand of us and our duty to obey it. That's what we mean by authority.(...) We need to realize in churches of Christ again that the New Testament does have authority for our teaching and for our practice and for the way that we live our everyday lives.

(...)

The authority of the New Testament first of all is the authority of Jesus Christ himself.

(...)

When Jesus came to earth he came with divine authority for he himself is God in the flesh.(...) In John 1 verse 1 the Bible says in the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the word was God.(...) Same was in the beginning with God. He was God. He was divine.(...) John 14 and 9 he said to Philip have I been so long time with you Philip and thou has not known me he that has seen me has seen the father and how sayest thou showest the father.

(...)

John 10 and 30 he said I and the father are one.

(...)

And in John 8 and 58 he shocked the Jews who tried to stone him to death and response. He said before Abraham was I am and their claim to be the very one that spoke to Moses in the burning bush. I am of the Old Testament.(...) Isaiah 7 and 14 prophesied his coming and said that his name would be called Imanu'el. Imanu'el we say it. God is with us is the meaning of the Hebrew term. Jesus was God with us and as he came and as he spoke he spoke with the authority of God.(...) When Jesus preached and taught people understood that he wasn't preaching and teaching like other people do. He spoke with authority at the end of the Sermon on the mountain. Matthew 7 28 it says when he had finished these words the multitudes were astonished at his teaching for he taught them as one having authority and not as their scribes. His teaching was so different. He did not quote the latest authorities the learned men but he simply said I say unto you.

(...)

You know the rabbis they used the authorities of the most learned ones and they used the arguments and developed the arguments and prove their case. But when Jesus taught he simply said I say unto you you've heard that it was said you shall not kill but I say unto you. Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be liable under the judgment.

(...)

You've heard that it was said you shall not commit adultery but I say unto you that whoever looks upon a woman to lust after his committed adultery whether already in his heart.

(...)

You've heard that it was said you shall not you shall when you put away your wife give her a bill of divorce but I say unto you whosoever puts away his wife except for the cause of fornication and marries another commits adultery.

(...)

You've heard that it was said you shall not forswear yourself but you shall perform your oath to the Lord but I say and the use where not at all. But your yes be yes and you know be no.

(...)

You've heard that it was said you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy but I say unto you love your enemies pray for them that persecute you.(...) Jesus spoke with the authority of I his authority was intrinsic in himself.

(...)

He himself was and is the authority I say unto you he said in Matthew seven twenty four as he concluded his sermon.

(...)

He said everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them shall be like into a wise man that built his house upon a rock and then he turned around and said everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does not do them.

(...)

Shall we like into a foolish man who built his house upon the sand. Jesus had authority. He spoke with authority. He claimed authority unashamedly. Mark Chapter two remember the occasion where the crowded room was filled with people. The tiles begin to break loose from the roof and the man was let down by four people in front of the in front of Jesus.

(...)

He was sick of the palsy and Jesus said to him son thy sins be forgiven the Pharisees and Sadducees that stood around were shocked that this man would forgive sins and they gasped and said who can forgive sins but God alone.

(...)

And in Mark two and verse 10 Jesus said to them that you may know that the son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins.

(...)

He says unto the sick of the palsy arise and take up thy bed and walk and he rose up and took up his bed and went forth before them all and so much as they were all amazed saying we never saw it on this fashion.(...) Jesus had the authority to forgive the man sins they said who can forgive sins but God alone well they had it right they just didn't understand that he himself is God and therefore has the authority to forgive sins. Jesus had authority and has authority over the demons Mark one and twenty seven there was a man in the synagogue out of whom Jesus cast an unclean spirit and the multitudes it says the people that were there were amazed and they began to question among themselves saying what is this some new teaching with authority. He commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him the authority of Jesus even went as far as to cover natural elements the land and the sea the wind over these things Jesus has authority in Matthew chapter eight when the disciples were on the sea of Galilee and their ship was tossed and Jesus was asleep in the bottom of the boat and they woke him up scared to death and they said master we're perishing. The Bible says he arose and rebuked the winds and the sea and behold there was a great calm in Matthew eight eight and verse twenty seven they said what manner of man is this that even the winds and the sea obey him he had authority and he used that authority and when he rose from the dead in Matthew twenty eight eighteen he said all authority has been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and preach to all nations why because I have all authority he was declared to be the son of God with power by the resurrection of the dead Romans one for and that is the validation of every claim that Jesus ever made to have authority the authority of the New Testament to tell us what to do is the authority of Jesus Christ God in the flesh.

(...)

But furthermore Jesus made his apostles representatives of his authority Jesus himself it's true never wrote a word of the New Testament the apostles are the ones who wrote the words of the New Testament by and large but Jesus invested them with his authority.

(...)

He first gave them authority over sickness and over demons in Matthew ten and verse one he called to him his twelve disciples and he gave them authority over unclean spirits to cast them out and to heal all kinds of sicknesses and all kinds of diseases you don't give something to someone unless you have it yourself first and he gave them authority over the demons but he promised them authority in teaching a kind of authority that I don't have. And that you don't have and that no one has living today he said to Peter in Matthew sixteen nineteen that Chuck read for us a moment ago he said I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatever you lose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Now Chuck I don't know what version you're reading out I think it was a new American standard but the new American standard translated that correctly there is in that verse a perfect passive verb form that is correctly translated in that translation whatever it was it reads like this. Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven the Greek text there is not saying that Peter would say okay here's the way it is and God would say okay Peter if that's the way you want it I'll buy that what it is saying is that God laid down the laws in heaven and Peter verbalize those laws on earth.

(...)

The same thing that was said of Peter in Matthew sixteen nineteen is said of the rest of the apostles in Matthew eighteen eighteen Jesus there again said whatsoever you plural this time shall bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven and whatsoever you plural shall lose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. Therefore what he said to Peter in Matthew sixteen and nineteen applies to all the rest as well the apostles had authority to speak what God had laid down as law in heaven they had special insight and they were to have special insight into that this involved a working knowledge of what God would forgive and what God wouldn't forgive what was sinful and what was not sinful.(...) In John chapter twenty and verse twenty three Jesus said to the apostles before he left this earth whosoever sins you forgive shall be forgiven them and whosoever sins you retain they shall be retained.

(...)

This did not mean that the apostles had personal authority to decide I'll forgive this guy and I won't forgive this this person over here what he was talking about was they would understand the will of God on what is sin and what is righteousness and what is the will of God. What is repentance and they could advise people about the conditions whereupon God would forgive and the conditions whereupon God would not forgive and Jesus gave them this kind of authority and teaching he invested them with this authority at the time in which he sent the Holy Spirit upon them in John chapter thirteen fourteen fifteen and sixteen. We have a long conversation between Jesus and his twelve apostles in John thirteen and two were told it was during the supper that the setting of the congregation the conversation took place and in Matthew twenty six and twenty were told that Jesus and the eleven apostles the twelve apostles were sitting there at the last supper. So during that supper Jesus said to his apostles in John fourteen twenty six but the comforter even the Holy Spirit whom the father shall send in my name he the Holy Spirit shall teach you the apostles all things and he shall remind you of all things that I said unto you. They were told that when the Holy Spirit came to them that the Holy Spirit would teach them all things that's a bunch and that he would remind them of everything that Jesus had said how do we know what the Sermon on the Mount says how do we know what Jesus taught on this or that is it not through the pens of the apostles who reminded of what he said by the Holy Spirit in John sixteen and thirteen he said to those same apostles how be it when he the Holy Spirit has come the Spirit of truth has come he will guide you and all the truth is coming. He will guide you and all the truth for he will not speak of himself but whatever things he shall hear these shall he speak and he will declare to you the things that are to come after the resurrection of Jesus when he spoke to his apostles in the first chapter of acts he told them in acts one five you shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hints in an acts one eight he said you shall be my witnesses and in Jerusalem and Judea and in Samaria and under the uttermost parts of the earth when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. We studied the other day about how that the Holy Spirit did come upon them in acts two one through four they were baptized in the Holy Spirit and from that time forward this teaching authority that Jesus had spoken about this of this ability to bind on earth what had been bound in heaven this ability to speak for God was theirs in acts two forty two the early church recognized it it says they continued steadfastly in the apostles teaching and in fellowship and the break of the Holy Spirit. And in the apostles teaching because it was in them that Jesus had invested his authority it was in them that Jesus had given his Holy Spirit and they were the ones that spoke for God Paul made such claims for the apostles like himself he said in first Corinthians two and verse thirteen which things we speak not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches combining spirit and spirit and the Holy Spirit. Combining spiritual things with spiritual words the words of the apostles were not their own words when they spoke or taught about Jesus when they spoke or taught the will of God they were the words of the Holy Spirit and being the words of the Holy Spirit they carry with them divine authority and thus the apostles Peter and Andrew and James and John and Paul and others they became the ambassadors of Jesus Christ.

(...)

Second Corinthians five and twenty Paul wrote we are ambassadors of Jesus Christ as though God were in treating by us we beseech you on behalf of Christ be reconciled and the God listen to that again we apostles are ambassadors of Christ listen now as though God were in treating through us.

(...)

We beseech you on behalf of Christ be reconciled to God and ambassador is one who speaks for the one he represents and as ambassadors of Christ the apostles speak for Jesus Christ there is no material difference between the word of an apostle in a New Testament epistle and the word of Christ himself some people go through their Bibles. And they come through here and they say ah this part's in red I need to really listen to this part and this part's in black and I can forget about that part well they're wrong because the part that's in black is just in black because some man colored it that way on his printing press and that's the part that an apostle probably wrote and that's just as much God's word as is the part that Jesus spoke by the way the part that Jesus spoke guess who wrote that part down to an apostle to whom the Holy Spirit had reminded him what Jesus spoke. You see and so none no differences to be really made between those things Jesus said in Matthew 28 and verse 19 go make disciples of all the nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son the Holy Spirit now get this part teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you the apostles were the vehicles for teaching what Jesus commanded and that's the way we know what he commanded and Paul took this so far as to say. In first Corinthians 1437 if any man thinks he's a prophet or spiritual let him acknowledge listen now that the things which I write unto you are the commandment of the Lord what'd you say Paul the things which I write unto you are the commandment of the Lord let's don't talk about in our Bible classes well Peter felt like and tell us what Peter felt like or Paul felt like this or this was Paul's opinion or Peter's opinion. When Paul wrote it it was God talking it was Jesus talking and when Peter wrote it it's Jesus talking through him they were ambassadors of Christ and the authority of Christ is the authority of their writings furthermore Jesus himself said that to receive the teaching of the apostles and to allow their teaching to be authoritative in our life is to receive him and there is no difference in John 13 and 20. He said it this way he that receives whosoever I send receives me and he that receives me receives the father who sent me now in the gospel of John you study it out for yourself the word send and sent is very important. There are three persons or groups of persons that are thought to be sent out the first is John the baptizer sent by God to announce the coming of Jesus the second is Jesus he is the one whom God sent into the world to be his ultimate messenger and then Jesus in turn turned around turns around and sends the apostles into the world to be his ambassadors to teach the gospel of Christ. In John chapter 20 he says just as the father sent me even so send I you so in John 13 20 again now when he says he that receives whosoever I send that's talking about an apostle receives me and he that receives me receives the father who sent me we don't have a choice as to whether we'll accept some teaching of Paul or Peter.

(...)

We accept Jesus when we do that we reject Jesus when we reject Paul or Peter in any point of their teaching and we need to understand again in the Lord's Church that the authority of the New Testament permeates at all that it's all authoritative and there is in recent months talk in various circles about matters in the New Testament which are peripheral matters and matters in the New Testament which are a essential matters and I say to you that if the apostles teach it so we better be careful about calling it peripheral it's essential if it's God's teaching from God's book the authority of the New Testament not only is the authority of Christ through his apostles but is the authority of the Holy Spirit through other men who were not apostles there were people like Luke and Mark and Jude the brother of James the brother of Jesus who were not apostles but they were prophets of Jesus. God inspired by the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12 verses 8 through 10 there are nine spiritual gifts listed that the Holy Spirit gave the ancient church before the New Testament was completed among these spiritual gifts is the gift of prophecy as one of those gifts the gift of prophecy was the ability to receive and give revelations directly from God you see this person who had the gift of prophecy got communications directly from God and was able to give those. Without any Bible or anything else God spoke directly to that sort of person a prophet in the New Testament was made when an apostle laid his hands on an individual and the Holy Spirit gave that individual the gift of prophecy such probably was the gift that Timothy had in 2 Timothy 1 6 where Paul said for this cause I put the in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God which is in the by the laying on of my hands. This is consistent with what Simon the sorcerer discovered in acts 8 18 where it says when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles hands the Holy Spirit was given he offered them money saying give me also this power that on whomsoever I lay my hands he might receive the Holy Spirit you see Simon wasn't trying to buy the gift of healing or the gift of tongues or the gift of prophecy what he was trying to buy according to acts 8 19 was the ability to receive the gift of prophecy and the ability to lay his hands on people like the apostles did and transmit these gifts only the apostles could transmit those gifts from one person to another and so some men were made prophets in the New Testament since Luke was one of those I've had a little more time tonight and I'll do it another night I could prove to you from the New Testament that Luke was a prophet of God but we'll save that for another time suffice it to say that the two groups of men that wrote the New Testament and were invested with the new church divine authority were the apostles and the prophets that's why Ephesians 2 and 20 says that the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone why is the church of Christ built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets because it was to them that God revealed his will in the New Testament they were the ones that wrote the New Testament the apostles and the prophets Ephesians 3 verses 3 through 5. Listen carefully describes the process of revelation that took place in the New Testament. Listen carefully. Paul says how that by revelation was made known to me the mystery where have I wrote before in few words whereby when you read you can understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men as now it has been revealed unto his apostles and prophets by the whole of the world. The Holy Spirit that's not talking about Old Testament prophets that's talking about New Testament prophets because he says in other generations it was not revealed as now it has been made known to his apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit those are the ones that wrote the New Testament with the authority of Jesus and with the authority of the Holy Spirit. So when you read Luke.

(...)

Don't talk like well this is just Luke you know and Luke had his problems and these were his opinions and so forth when you read Luke you're reading God and when you read Mark you're reading the word of God and when you read Jude or whatever you're reading God's word you see this is the nature of inspiration. Now then what does all this mean what's the application you're supposed to have an application to a lesson and this is the most important part the New Testament the writings of the apostles and prophets has authority over all mankind today. We started out by saying that authority is the intrinsic right the intrinsic ability to tell us what to do and to demand our obedience the New Testament has that authority its teaching must be followed in order for a person to come to salvation in John eight and 24 Jesus said I told you that you would die in your sins for except you believe that I am he shall die in your sins.(...) But how is it that men can come to believe on Jesus except through the New Testament in John 1720 he was talking about his apostles in his great prayer and he's speaking of his apostles he said neither do I pray for these only but listen now but for all them that shall believe on me through their word. How do you know about Jesus how do you know how to come to salvation how do you know the plan of salvation how do you know to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the mission of sins if not through their word through the word of the apostles that were sent out to teach and preach and so the New Testament is the only thing that's going to lead someone to salvation. In addition to that its teachings must be followed to maintain fellowship with God the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets Ephesians 220 and Paul was specific enough to say things like this second thessalonians 3 six he said I command you brethren in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ listen now that you withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly and not after the traditions which you received from us how do you define quote walking disorderly he tells you not after the traditions which you received from us apostolic tradition that which was given by God through the apostles is the norm for doctrine and practice in the New Testament church and second thessalonians 3 14 just a few verses later Paul said if any man does not obey our word by this epistle note that man that you have no company with him to the end that he may be ashamed yet treat him not as an enemy but admonish him as a brother fellowship was determined by the teaching of the apostles people were not free to disregard the teachings of the apostles and still have fellowship with the Lord's church it was not so in the New Testament times the teachings of the New Testament are the divine line between truth and error we have conceived among us a description of the history of the world and a society in which there is a distaste for terms like truth and error there is supposed to be a massive gray area where no one knows what is true and no one knows what is error because if we say this is true then we exclude some people who don't teach that and being so afraid to do that we say well you know let's just all agree to disagree well we better look again at what the New Testament says.(...) First John 4 verse 1 beloved do not believe every spirit but test the spirits to see whether they are from God for many false prophets have gone out of the world how do you test something test a teaching to see whether it's from God or not well Paul told us in first Corinthians 14 37.

(...)

He said if any man thinks that he's a prophet or spiritual let him acknowledge here's the test let him acknowledge that the things which I write unto you are the commandment of the Lord if it harmonizes with what the apostles taught it's the truth if it does not harmonize with what the apostles taught then it's error and that's the line that's how we test the spirits that's the line between truth and error. Now to me there's a wonderful security in knowing that there is a truth and I can put my hands on it and I can see what it is and I can define it and I can follow it and I can pattern my life after it and we can be the Lord's church according to what the New Testament says there's a wonderful security and a wonderful hope in that but the New Testament does have authority over us brethren it has authority to tell us how we should worship. It has authority to tell us what our mission is the seeking of souls it has authority to tell us how we're supposed to be organized it has authority to tell us what our morals ought to be and as the people of God who confess Jesus is Lord we need to remember that his lordship is only known to us through the pages of the New Testament and as he teaches us in the New Testament so must we humble ourselves. And do our best to do if you have not obeyed the New Testament teaching on how one becomes a Christian we would encourage you to do that tonight for your salvation which you come and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and be baptized into him for the forgiveness of your sins and if you're a Christian whatever might be in your life right now whatever might be in my life right now.

(...)

Let us resolve together that we will humble ourselves under the authority of God as it's given to us in the pages of his New Testament will you come while together we stand and sing.
