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It's a great time of the year for family reunions. I know we've enjoyed being with our family this week.(...) And I know that you're enjoying being with yours, or have done so, in the past week. And so that's a great privilege and a blessing that we have from the Lord. We're glad that you who are visiting with us from out of town to see families are here with us today. We're glad that our in-town visitors are here with us today.(...) We hope that you'll find things according to God's will and uplifting for you this morning in the services of the Lord.

(...)

The expression on the face pictured above

(...)

is an expression of forlornness for not enjoying the grace of God.

(...)

A human being cannot really be fulfilled. He cannot really be complete unless he understands, unless he really believes that he has the favor of God.

(...)

Grace means unmerited favor, undeserved favor. It's talking about the love, the mercy, the forgiveness, the acceptance of God, which we do not deserve.(...) And the question asked is, has God's grace passed you by?

(...)

If God's grace has passed you by, then one of several things must be true.

(...)

Either you're not a Christian, not a New Testament Christian, and you've never received his grace, as he said in the New Testament.

(...)

And that indeed is a tragedy for his grace awaits you(...) and can be yours at your will.

(...)

Then there are some who are Christians who have fallen away from the Lord and have really rejected their commitment as Christians.(...) And perhaps in their life of sin, willfully living against his will, they've spurned the grace of God. And that too is a great tragedy.

(...)

But then there is a great category of people who are Christians and are faithful Christians and are trying to be Christians daily, walking with the Lord. And yet somehow those people cannot seem to bring themselves to accept God's grace.(...) They cannot seem to say to themselves that, yes, I'm accepted by God. And they do not understand the great salvation that the New Testament has for them. And therefore, God's grace, for all practical purposes, has passed them by.

(...)

To understand what I'm trying to drive at this morning, I'd like to look at about three different points.

(...)

First of all, I'd like us to see that God's grace is eternal. Next overlay, please.

(...)

From the very beginning of time,(...) God has forgiven people on the basis of grace. There's never been a person on the face of the earth saved except Jesus Christ, who was not saved by grace. All people have been saved by grace. All the faithful from Adam to Christ in the Old Testament were saved by the grace of God in no other way.(...) Think of people like Noah, the great man who was perfect in his generations and walked with God, or Enoch, who did not die, but the Lord took him, or Abraham, the great man of faith, or Daniel.

(...)

All of them were saved by grace through faith, and they did not deserve their salvation. Not one of them did.(...) As a case in point, in Numbers 14 and verse 19, Moses, the great man of God, prayed for the people of Israel after they had sinned at Kadesh Barnea.(...) He said, pardon, I pray thee, the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of thy loving kindness, even as thou hast already forgiven them all the way from Egypt until now.

(...)

Moses did not plead the justice of God for the people of Israel, else they would have all died. He pled for mercy, he pled for grace, and that's what he got.(...) David, the man after God's own heart, was not a perfect man, as all of us know. David was a man who stumbled and fell many times in his life, but to pick himself back up and keep trying to live for the Lord.(...) In Psalm 32 and verse five, David said, I acknowledged my sin unto thee, my iniquity I did not hide. I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord, and thou forgave us mine iniquity.(...) Yes, God forgave the sins of people in the Old Testament. He did not do so because they deserved it. He did so by grace. He did so because of the death of Christ.(...) Only the death of Jesus Christ makes God just and forgiving the sins of all those people under the Old Covenant. In Romans three and verse 25,(...) God's talking about Jesus Christ, and he says, whom God set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,(...) on account of the passing over of the sins committed aforetime and the forbearance of God, for the demonstration of his righteousness at the present time, that he might be both just and the justifier of them that have faith in Christ Jesus. God would have been unjust in forgiving all the sins of the people from Adam to Christ, had it not been for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. But to demonstrate that he was righteous, that he was just in forgiving all of those sins, God put Christ on the cross as the propitiation. The word propitiation means satisfaction.

(...)

In the old times when people were worshipping pagan deities,

(...)

oftentimes they believed that these pagan deities were angry and that they needed a sacrifice to be satisfied or propitiated so that they would no longer be angry. And so in the Old Testament, God gave the people of Israel propitiatory sacrifices. God was angry because of the sin of Israel. And the sacrifice given was a propitiation, it appeased the anger of God.(...) And so God is angry, God's wrath is against all sin.(...) And yet God has set forth Jesus to be a propitiation through faith in his blood. He satisfies the anger of God. In Hebrews 9 and 15,(...) for this caused Jesus as the mediator of a new covenant, that a death having taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant,(...) they that are called might receive the eternal inheritance. The death of Christ was as much for the sins of Noah and Abraham and Adam and Moses(...) as it was for the sins of you and for me.(...) All of the faithful from Christ to the judgment day will also be saved by the grace of God. Not one of them will be perfect. Every person is a sinner, but all will be saved by the sacrifice of Christ if they're saved. In Hebrews 10 and verse 12,(...) it says when he had offered one sacrifice,(...) four sins forever,(...) he sat down on the right hand of God, henceforth expecting till his enemies be made the footstool of his feet, for by one offering, he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified. One sacrifice,(...) four sins forever.(...) The blood of Christ flowed backward from the cross to the beginning of time and flows forward from the cross to the judgment day. The blood of Christ is sufficient for all sins of all men forever.

(...)

And so the grace of God is eternal. Men have always been and will always be saved by grace if they're saved. But certainly this grace has got to be received and we'll talk about that in just a moment. So God's grace is eternal, but secondly,(...) and next overlay please,

(...)

God's grace is realized apart from law.

(...)

Many of us have great difficulty understanding this point(...) and because of that difficulty, we remain forlorn and sad and eluded by the grace of God because we don't understand that we are not justified by law.(...) Law has never been a sufficient system of justification.(...) In Romans two and verse 12, Paul's talking about the Jews and the Gentiles who are without Christ.(...) And he theoretically gives both the Jew and the Gentile without Christ an option of how God can deal with him. He says, okay, if you don't want Christ, let me give you an option of how you can stand. You can be judged by law. To the Jew, that'll be the law of Moses. To the Gentile, it'll be the law of his own conscience. And let's see how we come out. Well in Romans two and verse 12, he sort of summarizes this.(...) He says, "For as many as have sinned without law," that's the Gentile, "shall perish without the law. "And as many as have sinned under the law," that's the Jew, "shall be judged or condemned by the law, "for it's not the hearers of law that are just before God, "but the doers of the law shall be justified." Then he goes on to explain what law the Gentiles render and that is the law of conscience.(...) Not the hearers of law just before God, but the doers. Oh man is a hearer of law.

(...)

Man understands,(...) excuse me, man understands that there is a standard of right and wrong. But man violates the standard. Man does not keep the standard. And therefore law can never be a sufficient way to justify him. Romans three and 10, "There is none righteous, "no not even one." There's none that understand it. There's none that seeketh after God. None, you see. All have turned aside. Together they have become unprofitable. There is none that doeth kindness, no not even one. Notice the terms in those verses.

(...)

None and all, those are all inclusive terms. Jew and Gentile, nobody has ever kept his standard completely, whether it be the law of Moses, whether it be the law of his own conscience, he's not kept it. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans three, 23.

(...)

That passage says again that all have sinned, past tense, and all fall short, present tense of the glory of God. Man sins, that is a condition of humanity. Paul said in Romans seven and 14, "We know that the law is spiritual,(...) "but I am carnal, soul under sin." See, the problem lies not with God's law.

(...)

The problem lies with man.

(...)

Man cannot keep it. Man cannot do it perfectly. Man is an imperfect being.

(...)

And since man is sinful, he cannot be saved by works.

(...)

And many of us, in overreaction against denominations years ago, have actually come to believe in salvation by works.(...) You know, years ago we combated the denominational teaching that men are saved by faith only and what the denominationalist meant by that is that man doesn't have to obey God. Well, the Bible teaches that man does have to obey God. But we swung way far the other side of the pendulum there and we said, not only does man have to obey God, but by and large he has to earn his salvation. And we taught false doctrine almost on that point because man can never earn his salvation.

(...)

And the Bible teaches exactly the opposite.(...) Salvation can never be by works. In Romans 11 and verse six talking about salvation, Paul said, "If it is by grace, it is no more of works. Otherwise, grace is no more grace."(...) The reason salvation must be by grace is because all have sinned and all sinners deserve spiritual death. Romans six and 23, the wages of sin is death(...) and the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And since all people have sinned, even one sin makes us deserve eternal damnation, then we need grace.

(...)

We need forgiveness. We need a forgiveness that we don't deserve and we haven't earned. All sinners must cast themselves upon the mercy of God.

(...)

Abraham was the great man of faith to the Jews(...) and whatever was true of Abraham must be true. And so Paul used Abraham in Romans chapter four as an example of what I'm talking about this morning. Romans four verse one, "What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has room to boast but not toward God." In other words, he has room to brag on himself if he was justified by works. But what does the scripture say?

(...)

Abraham believed God and it was put to his account as righteousness. Now listen to verse four and five.

(...)

"Now to him that worketh,(...) the reward is reckoned not as of grace but as of debt.

(...)

But to him that worketh not but believeth on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned unto him for righteousness." Notice the two people considered in Romans four, four and five. "Him that worketh and him that worketh not but believeth."(...) Now him that worketh in the context of Romans is that man who tries to earn his way to heaven. He tries to be good enough to go to heaven, forget it.(...) It can't be done.

(...)

And the sad look on the face of the person that we saw in the beginning will always be yours if that's your attitude. If you believe that you can deserve it or you're trying to deserve to go to heaven, forget it, it can't be done.

(...)

That's the person that worketh. If we could work our way to heaven, he says, "The reward would be reckoned to us as of debt, not according to grace." In other words, God would owe us salvation. God does not owe us salvation. He owes us nothing.

(...)

But verse five, "To him that worketh not but believeth." And not talking about a person that doesn't obey. Whole book of Romans teaches you have to obey. Romans 6, 16 to 18. It's talking about the person that even when he does obey, he understands that he hadn't earned anything,(...) that his salvation is by grace.

(...)

And so to him that worketh not, in other words, doesn't try to earn his salvation, but believes or trusts in him who justifies the ungodly, he trusts in the sacrifice of Christ and not in his own ability,(...) then his faith is reckoned unto him for righteousness. That's the only person that will ever be satisfied by the grace of God.

(...)

And when we understand that the only way we're ever going to get there is by grace and not by law of any kind,(...) then we're ready to receive his grace. Remember Romans 3, 20. "By works of law shall no flesh be justified through his sight,(...) for through law comes the knowledge of sin." When man looks at God's standard of commandments, as you have depicted on the chart, I don't care what standard of commandments it is. When man looks at that standard of commandments and looks at himself, he comes up short.

(...)

And since he comes up short, he must have the grace of God. The grace of God must be received. Listen to me, young people. Listen to me, people that are here that haven't obeyed the gospel. The grace of God must be received. God's not gonna force it on anyone. Romans 5 and verse 17. "If by the trespass of the one man, death reign through the one, much more than shall they that receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one Jesus Christ."(...) Yes, righteousness is a gift. We don't pay for it. We don't earn it. Yes, eternal life is a gift. Romans 6, 23. "The free gift of God is eternal life, but it must be received."(...) If the gift is held out by God, it's up to man to reach out and take it, to receive it. God won't force it upon anyone. And the way in which it's received is explained in the same book of Romans. When a person hears the gospel of Christ, repents of his sins, confesses Jesus as Lord and is baptized into Christ, Romans 6, 3, and 4, it's then that he receives the grace of God.(...) But friend, when you've been baptized, we talked about last Sunday morning baptism, when you've been scripturally baptized, you have not earned a thing.

(...)

You do not deserve to be saved one whit more than you did before you were baptized. You have simply received the grace of God in the way that the Lord ordained that we receive his grace.

(...)

But after it has been received, remember, it certainly has not been earned.

(...)

But then next,(...) let's look at the next overlay.

(...)

The grace of God is to be experienced in Christ.

(...)

Face pictured here is not a forlorn face or a sad face, but a happy face. The kind of a feeling that would pervade the soul of a person who experiences the grace of God. I believe that many members of the Lord's church do not experience the grace of God because they don't believe in it. They believe in salvation by works. And they're robbing themselves of the fullness of life in Jesus that they could have if they understood on what basis God really saves us. In Ephesians 1, 6 Paul says, to the praise of the glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed upon us in the beloved, in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of his grace.

(...)

Experiencing God's grace means being aware of the continual cleansing of the blood of Jesus. Are you aware of his continual cleansing in your life?

(...)

Verse John 1, 7, if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another. In the blood of Jesus, his son cleanseth us from all sin.

(...)

You say yes, preacher, but it says, if we walk in the light, yes, it does.(...) And walking in the light is living a lifestyle, doing the will of God as best we possibly can. It's a person truly in harmony and committed to doing the will of God, but it's not a perfect person.(...) It's not a person who never sins. For the very next verse in 1 John 1 says, if we say we have no sin,(...) we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.(...) But if we confess our sin, he's faithful and righteous to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar and his word is not in us.(...) You see, we have sin. In fact, the verse itself, 1 John 1, 7, if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus, his son does what now?(...) Cleanses us from what did it say?(...) Cleanses us from all sin.

(...)

You see, if there were no sin,

(...)

then it wouldn't have anything to cleanse us of.

(...)

And so the very fact that as we're walking in the light, the blood is cleansing us of sin implies that there is sin from time to time while we're walking in the light. Walking in the light doesn't mean that we're sinless. It doesn't mean we never think a wrong thought. We never say a wrong word. We never have a wrong impulse or motive or whatever.

(...)

It does mean that our life is turned in the direction of the Lord and we're seeking to do his will. And when we sin, we're sorry and we try to do better and we keep on trying. You see, that's walking in the light.

(...)

If we say we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness and we lie and do not the truth, 1 John 1, 6, we can't just willfully live a lifestyle of sin and enjoy the grace of God.

(...)

But I know a lot of Christians

(...)

who are really trying to live for the Lord,

(...)

they're not willfully living a lifestyle of sin. They're really trying to live for the Lord and yet they don't believe that they have the grace of God because they don't understand what the New Testament teaches about that situation. Experiencing God's grace means having confidence before him. Do you have confidence before God in your own salvation? Real peace and confidence in your soul because of it. 1 John 3, 19, "Hereby we know that we are of the truth and we assure our hearts before him because if our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.(...) And if our heart condemn us not, then we have confidence before him."

(...)

Sometimes our hearts condemn us when really we're not condemned.

(...)

Our conscience will punish us and we're sorry for the thing that we did and we even repented the thing that we did and we're trying to do right.

(...)

And yet we still feel unforgiven. God is greater than our hearts and knows all things, see.(...) And if we've reached the point in our Christianity where we understand the grace of God, we understand his continual cleansing and our heart does not condemn us, then we have confidence before our God and that's the way the Lord wants us to be. He wants us to have confidence in our relationship with him. Experiencing God's grace is being free from the law of sin and death. Do you feel free?

(...)

Like the face up there now or do you feel burdened?(...) Like the face that was up there at the beginning. The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death, Romans eight two.(...) We are free. We carry along no more a ball and chain of sin that we drag with us everywhere we go. We're free. The law of sin and death is that picture of man measured up to law. Man never quite measures up and therefore man always deserves damnation. That's justification by law.

(...)

The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. I don't carry that baggage anymore. I don't carry that ball and chain.

(...)

Experiencing God's grace means being satisfied.

(...)

You know it's not too hard for us to accomplish. It's not out of our reach. Deuteronomy chapter 30 verse 11, listen to what Moses said to the people.(...) "This commandment which I command you this day "is not too hard for thee, neither is it far off. "It is not in heaven that you should say "who shall go up to heaven and bring it to us "and make us to hear it that we may do it. "It's not beyond the sea that you should say "who shall go over the sea for us and bring it to us "and make us to hear it that we may do it, "but the word is very near you in your mouth "and in your heart that you may do it."(...) A similar quotation is found in Romans 10 six and following.(...) And the point is this,

(...)

the plan of salvation that God has laid out for us today is not beyond our reach.(...) It's within our grasp. It's very attainable for every one of us.(...) And it does not depend on our absolute perfection

(...)

before God. I'm reminded of the little rabbit that I see on TV. I haven't been out the track lately, you guys. But there's this little rabbit that those gray hounds at the gray hound race chase, you know?(...) And that little rabbit that they put out in front of that thing and they keep out in front of the hounds,(...) it is always to stay out in front of those hounds. And I'm telling you those old gray hounds, they want a piece of that rabbit. They're going after that rabbit. And they are so frustrated, they cannot stand it because they want to bite the rabbit, see? But the rabbit stays out in front of them, makes them run their brains out, and they never get the rabbit.

(...)

Is that the way you feel about the mercy and acceptance and forgiveness and love of God?

(...)

Is that elusive rabbit that you've run all your life trying to catch and you never can quite catch it?

(...)

If that's true, it's because you don't understand the grace of God. We will never be completely without sin.

(...)

We know that as we walk in the light, 1 John 1, 7 and 9, that our sins will be cleansed continually by the blood of Christ.

(...)

And knowing this, we experience peace and justification and reconciliation. Romans 5, 1, I hate to give this passage to the denominations. I think it belongs to us, the Lord's church.

(...)

Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,(...) through whom we have also had our access by faith into this grace in which we stand.(...) Being now justified, it says. It doesn't say, hoping someday to be justified by faith. It says, being now justified by faith.(...) And it doesn't say we would like to have peace. We seek for peace. We pray for peace. It says we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. It doesn't say through our own righteousness. It doesn't say through our own works. It says through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(...)

And then it says through whom we have had our access by faith into this grace in which we stand.(...) Do you realize, brother or sister, that in Christ,

(...)

we stand in the grace of God?(...) My sin,(...) oh, the bliss of this glorious thought.

(...)

My sin, not in part, but the whole,

(...)

has been nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh, my soul.

(...)

Experiencing God's grace, if you let yourself,

(...)

is the greatest motivating factor in all the world.

(...)

People are oftentimes motivated initially to become Christians by fear of punishment, and that's a valid motivator. But it's not nearly as great a motivator as the love of God.(...) In Ephesians 3, 17, Paul prayed for the Ephesians that you, being rooted and grounded in love, might be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

(...)

Brethren, you'll never be filled with the fullness of God

(...)

as a Christian until you know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, and that's talking about His love for you, His love for me. Second Corinthians 5, 14, Paul understood the grace of God.(...) He said, "The love of Christ constraineth us, for we thus judge that one died for all, and therefore all died.

(...)

And one died for all so that they that live," that's us, "might no longer live for themselves, but for him who for their sakes died and rose again." Paul was driven from place to place, preaching and teaching and living his life for the Lord, but he was not driven by fear. He was driven by love. He was driven by the fact that he was impressed(...) with the love of heaven for him, that he had been redeemed, that he'd been saved, and there was nothing too great that he could do for the Lord Jesus in return for that marvelous gift.

(...)

Paul expressed in Romans 7 the frustration of a person trying to live above sin that cannot do so.(...) Remember Romans 7, 15, he says, "It's not the good thing that I want to do that I end up doing, but it's the evil thing that I hate that I end up doing." And then he talks about his struggle to try to live above sin, and yet sin captures him, and he keeps trying to fight it off, and it gets him again. And in Romans 7, 24, all of his frustration comes out. "Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"(...) As if there's an impossible thing that just keeps grabbing hold of him, and he can't get away from it. That's the way sin is, you see, the people that are fighting against it, people that are trying to live above sin,(...) somehow they can't be perfect, and they feel that frustration. But verse 25, look at it, brothers and sisters. "Thanks be to God," he says, "who gives us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord." That's where the victory lies, in the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. And that kind of victory motivates us to live for him. One writer expressed it this way, "Thus might I hide my blushing face(...) while his dear cross appears, dissolve my heart in thankfulness and melt my eyes to tears. But drops of grief can ne'er repay the debt of love I owe.

(...)

Here, Lord, I give myself away.(...) This is all that I can do. There is grace,(...) and that grace is for us, and that grace is abundant in Christ and available to us, and we should enjoy it and experience it and exult in it and rejoice in it.

(...)

But if we're not in Christ, we don't enjoy that grace.

(...)

You young people who have never obeyed the gospel yet, I wanna talk to you.

(...)

You don't have the grace of God unless you're in Christ,

(...)

unless you've obeyed the gospel and repented of your sins and been baptized into him, you don't have the grace of God. Wonderful grace of Jesus, greater than all my sin.

(...)

And yet you don't have it if you're not in Jesus Christ.

(...)

You people that have lived for years and years and you've never been scripturally baptized, you've never obeyed the gospel of Christ as it's in the New Testament, you don't have the grace of God unless you're in Christ.(...) You need to come and confess Jesus and be baptized into him and enjoy his marvelous grace.

(...)

Has God's grace passed you by?(...) There's no reason for anyone to ever have themselves passed by by the grace of God. I'm reminded of the saying of Ezekiel in Ezekiel chapter 18, the end of the chapter, "Why will you die,

(...)

"O house of Israel?"

(...)

Turn yourselves and live(...) if you're subject to the invitation, will you come while we stand together and sing?
