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Judging
(...)

It's a great blessing to be here this morning. I appreciate Kenny and Jeff for their ability

(...)

to get up here and stand before us this morning and lead us in those songs.(...) I am glad you're here.(...) It's funny, we had a bumpy start to the beginning of service, but do you know what that is? That's real(...) and that's life.(...) I think it's okay.(...) I think sometimes we get in this building(...) and we become holier than thou and we become so reverent that we forget that we're human.(...) So I liked it this morning.(...) You know what it made me feel like? It made me feel like I was sitting in a room with a bunch of family.(...) You ever sit around the dinner table and everything goes wrong?(...) That's what just happened.(...) But we're family and that's okay.(...) And we should be able to be together(...) as a family(...) and be real with one another(...) and experience difficulties with one another(...) and get through those funny moments together.

(...)

And I tell you what, you all sounded great this morning singing.(...) And you know what we didn't need?

(...)

We didn't need the words.(...) We didn't need(...) proper timing.(...) All we needed was our lips and a heart to sing praises to God and that's valuable.(...) It's funny,(...) this morning just keeps getting more and more funny.(...) The word this morning is actually judging.(...) You can go ahead and go to(...) that next slide there, Damon, if it will.(...) But the word started(...) as judgment.(...) And when you look at the Bible, judgment is really found in two different forms.(...) Do you know in the Bible judgment itself, that word is found in a noun form and a verb form.

(...)

And probably most of the time when we see or hear judgment, we think exactly what we were thinking about for the past 20 minutes.(...) One day,(...) one day all of us in this room are going to sit before a just God and receive judgment.(...) We're going to think about those moments when we all get to heaven and the mansion over the hilltop.(...) We're going to think about those moments in our life where we will sit before God and be judged.(...) But do you know what has to happen before we get to that point in our life?(...) We got to live this life first.(...) Because if we do this life wrong, that judgment won't be a good thing.(...) If we live this life wrong and we don't overcome the struggles we may be struggling with, that one won't be a good thing.(...) We've been going through our life struggles for the past couple weeks and we've talked about words like guilt and grief. We've talked about shame and worry.(...) And this morning may be one that we all struggle with, maybe the most(...) in judging.(...) The Bible speaks a lot about judging others,(...) the to-dos and the not-to-dos(...) of judging one another.(...) The story goes like this.

(...)

A young lady who works at a school,(...) she has a great love for her children.(...) So when they're outside together, her eyes are always on a swivel. She's looking to the right and looking to the left to make sure there is no dangers presented before the kids.(...) At just about that time, an old van pulls into the parking lot.(...) We all know the stories about the guys in the creepy old vans(...) and the young teachers' eyes perk up. I don't recognize that van.(...) What is that van doing in my parking lot in the proximity of a bunch of young children?

(...)

With the world we live in, you never know.(...) The discernment happened and good judgment took place when alertness happened.(...) It was a pure judgment and what the Bible would call righteous judgment. To see someone and to make sure that someone was not causing harm to the one she was to protect.(...) After that, the van was recognized as an okay person,(...) though the judgment turned sour.(...) The judgment went from it's a discernment of making sure that person was okay to a judgment like this.(...) Who would ever drive that van?(...) Surely(...) that van is up to no good(...) and that person is less than because they drive the van.(...) You see the transition what happened?(...) The discernment changed from a righteous judgment to an unrighteous judgment that based itself on placing oneself higher than the other. Surely I'm better than the person driving that van because I don't drive a dumpy van like that.(...) There was an older gentleman.(...) Maybe gentleman is a loose term.(...) There was an older man.(...) And one day he was trying to determine who a person was and they were sitting at a table with several friends and they scrolled through their Facebook accounts to try to figure out who this person was and finally a picture was found of this person.(...) The older man was shown a picture of the person and immediately the older man's mouth came these words. Nope, I could never be friends with somebody who wears those shorts(...) as the conversation lagged.(...) Just not my style.(...) Maybe(...) they're(...) a little more effeminate than I am.(...) Maybe that person just wasn't good enough to be included into that young older man's friend circle.(...) As I give you these illustrations probably each of us are defining moments like that in our lives.(...) Where we have placed unrighteous judgment over matters of opinion.

(...)

Think about these and consider these ideas.(...) Matters of opinion.(...) How long worship service should last.(...) How many songs should be included or even the order of worship.(...) Well we didn't have five songs and then the Lord's Supper.(...) Why did we have the Lord's Supper after the service? Don't(...) they know that the Lord's Supper is biblically required to come before the sermon?(...) Maybe it's a judgment or a matter of opinion like this.(...) Bible class has to be after worship.(...) Bible class must be before worship.(...) Having more than one service on a Sunday.(...) We're having trunk or treat.(...) How could we celebrate such a holiday(...) as Halloween?(...) You don't celebrate the birth of Christ on Christmas. I thought you were a Christian.(...) You celebrate Easter with the Easter Bunny.(...) You know Easter is about the resurrection of Christ.(...) You use that version of the Bible to read out of.(...) Have you heard?(...) Daniel uses that version of the Bible.(...) He must not be as spiritual(...) as I am.(...) If you know Daniel you know the funny and what I just said because that young man is very spiritual.(...) Did you see?

(...)

Cohen wore shorts to church this morning.(...) The preacher didn't wear a tie.(...) I know why it's so quiet this morning(...) because these words hurt(...) and they'll hurt me.(...) I was the old man who said I can't be friends with that person wearing their shorts.(...) I've watched some of you walk into this room and go aren't you prepared to worship God?(...) I don't see any motion coming out of your mouth or your face when you sing praises to God.(...) Chris Meeks over there he's not even singing.(...) Ethan.

(...)

I'm gonna be frank with you all.(...) It's a problem.(...) It's a problem.(...) When we take matters of opinion and decide to judge people over it, it will prevent us from having a good day in judgment.

(...)

We just sing a song there's a good day coming(...) and yes for the ones who are right with God praise the Lord it's gonna be a good day but for those of us who can't straighten up and fly right and stop judging people from being unrighteously that day's not gonna be a good day(...) because as verse of that song we sing says a bad day's coming.(...) Listen to me.(...) Not one ministry(...) that Broadway participates in is better than the others as long as they glorify God.(...) Not one person here whether they're wearing a suit or tie(...) whether they're wearing shorts or a t-shirt are more prepared to God unless their heart is prepared also.(...) And a sermon coming from a preacher without a tie on is no less valid whether the word is used or whether it's not.(...) But sometimes in our life we have allowed pre-understanding we've allowed tradition we've allowed how we have been raised to interfere how we look at others and literally if you look at the Greek word judge or kri nous that word it's to place somebody somewhere(...) that's literally in the simplest form of what that word means and when we unrighteously judge over opinion here's what we do we place that somebody somewhere lower than us(...) and that's exactly what was happening in Romans chapter 14.(...) If you have your Bibles open up to Romans chapter 14 because we're gonna spend all of our time in this text looking at this concept of the difficulty and the problem with an unrighteous judgment(...) because one day I want to hear during that judgment scene however we have it played out in our mind as we sit before the throne of God I want my God to say well done(...) good and thy faithful servant and I don't want to be a stumbling block or to act in a way that's going to be a stumbling block to hinder that day to be a good day.(...) So we look at this idea in Romans chapter 14(...) and the problem of the unrighteous judgment

(...)

we see in Romans chapter 14 of verse 1 this unrighteous judgment was causing quarreling he says ask for the one who is weak in faith welcome him but not quarrel over opinions one person believes he may eat anything while the weak person only eats vegetables(...) let not the one who despises the one who abstains and let not the one who abstained past judgment on the one who eats for God has welcomed him(...) and when you think about this idea of this unrighteous judgment to give you a context of what's happening in Romans chapter 14 and the church in Rome wasn't only for the church Corinth also struggled with this but the Jews had a problem eating the meat offered to idols(...) so they was withheld from eating any meat(...) but we know as the New Testament progressed on God came and said it's okay eat the meat(...) and Paul addresses the church in Corinth and it said there is no idols so eat it(...) because there isn't anyone you're even offering the food up to(...) but what was happening was a division that was taking place within the church(...) the Gentiles coming into the church that had no previous tradition of what meats to eat and not to eat(...) they were fine eating meat(...) and the Jews would sit over in the other corner and they'd watch the Gentiles eat the meat and they would(...) judge them

(...)

they would say things like well they're not as strong of a Christian as we are(...) they're not as firm in their faith as we are because they're eating that meat and we all know we're not supposed to eat the meat and the we are the stronger ones they were the Gentiles the ones who were over here and they were just eating the meat and they were enjoying life they were despising(...) the weaker for eating the meat not for eating the meat specifically but for looking down on them for placing them lower than(...) because(...) they were eating the meat

(...)

and as silly as that sounds in our day and age today but we have adapted in this culture to say it's okay you're gonna do this and you're not gonna do that but we still have these matters of opinions that we struggle with and judging others are placing them lower than we are(...) because of what they do

(...)

we don't unrighteously judge number one(...) because we are all gods(...) look at what he says as we evaluate these first four verses

(...)

it says we don't unrighteously judge because we are all gods look at what he says in verse three "let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats" look at "for God(...) has welcomed him"(...) what Paul is writing here he's saying listen(...) those over here who abstaining from eating meat(...) God's okay with it(...) that's gonna violate their conscience and God doesn't want them to do that

(...)

and for those of you who want to eat the meat that's okay God's okay with it God's welcomed both groups but what God hasn't welcomed is the judgment that you're passing on each other for doing it or not doing it

(...)

if my brother comes to church with shorts on in the morning and he has the right heart and he's prepared his heart and he's singing praises to God praise be to God that he's here

(...)

but man I better not hear anybody catch them at the door and say go home and change

(...)

there's no place for that

(...)

I know young people who still don't go to church because of things like that I'm a little passionate about it

(...)

oh you weren't singing when we sang that song what's wrong with you you don't like that song you don't like singing praises to God

(...)

no I'm sorry I'm sitting over there not singing because when I try to sing that song I break down because that song touches my heart(...) I may not be singing with my lips my heart is making a harmonious noise to God so don't judge me over it

(...)

not only does he say that God welcomes him but look at what the wording he says in verse four

(...)

he says who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another now this is amazing and the english language to kind of messes this up a little bit(...) we have several different words as we understand that the greek will use and the greek language was far more(...) specific than the english language is you know we've talked about that a lot before with the word love how the greek language has multiple different words for love that describes specific types of love(...) well there's really two main words for servant that Paul uses in Rome in the book of Romans the first one is doulos that's the one we're probably most familiar with that's the bond servant type of servant(...) but the word he uses here he chooses not to work to use the word doulos here this is amazing(...) because what Paul is trying to do is show the close proximity and the care that God has for his people so instead of using the word doulos for servant Paul uses the word oiketes and oiketes is this that's the house servant and that's a different person than the person who works in the field the house servant was a servant who was cherished by the master(...) they were the one who lived with the master and it it was more important of a person to the master so Paul could have chosen to use the word bond servant here(...) but he doesn't because he's describing the affection that God has for his people(...) the same people we're casting judgment on(...) the same people that were were putting in this place of less than God is saying listen they're both my servants(...) they're both people who are close to me that i have chosen listen to me to live in my house(...) to live in the house of God

(...)

so if God doesn't look down on them for what they're doing(...) you don't either

(...)

if God's not looking down on them for their heart being broken and not singing in that moment you don't either(...) if God's not looking down on them for reading the the new king James and said to the ESV you don't(...) either

(...)

God makes his point and says listen we don't unrighteously judge number one because we're all gods

(...)

I hope we understand that

(...)

you know what makes his family in this room

(...)

is because we all have the same father(...) like like let that just(...) simmer(...) in your brain

(...)

I think if we understood that if we understood what makes us family we all have the same father is we may treat each other a little different(...) not only do we have the same father but the same blood saves us(...) the same blood makes us brothers and sisters(...) so we're slower(...) or we(...) do not pass that unrighteous judgment over matters of opinion(...) matters of what we just think is right based on a traditional aspect number two we don't judge unrighteously because we are not lord

(...)

I know that may sound like a simple idea but I want to show how Paul shows this in this section of scripture I want you guys to do something I'm going to do a little exercise here I want you to read and I'm going to give everybody a minute to do this read Romans chapter 14 five through nine okay read Romans chapter 14 five through nine and I want you to see how many times the word lord is used okay go ahead and do that real quick

(...)

How many times did you get, Craig?

(...)

Huh?(...) Okay, hurry up, add it up.

(...)

How many times did you get? Okay, Chris says six times. Okay, you get six times, eight times. How many did you get? You got six times, raise your hand.

(...)

Okay, listen to me.

(...)

One of the key rules of studying the Bible, six times a word is used in four verses, it's important.(...) It's significant.(...) Paul didn't just haphazardly use words through the Holy Spirit's inspiration. He's making sure he's making a point. And the point he's making is Christ is Lord and we're not.

(...)

Christ is King and we're not. Literally, Lord is that kingship, the supreme or ultimate authority. So listen to me. If we are(...) broken,(...) if we are not the supreme authority and he is, who are we to place judgment?

(...)

You see the significance in that? Because look at what he says. One person is steams in verse five, one day better than the other.(...) While another steams all days alike, each one should be fully convinced in his own mind,(...) the one who observed the day observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains abstains in honor of the Lord(...) and give thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord. And if we die, we die to the Lord.

(...)

So then,(...) whether we live or whether we die, we are(...) the Lords.

(...)

We are the Lords.

(...)

He's our authority.

(...)

And that flows through the whole structure of the church.

(...)

You see, the church's authority is the Lord. That's why we are the Church of Christ. It's possessive. It is the Church of Him. It's His church. Only He can add to the body of His church.

(...)

You can't come to me and say, "Dustin, I want to place membership in His church. I can't have that power because it's not my church.

(...)

I can't change the rules on baptism because it's not my church. I can't change the qualifications of elders or deacons because it's not my church. Because it's not my church. It's His."

(...)

And Paul brings this out and says, "Listen, in everything you do, whether it's in what you eat or how you live, you do it to glorify the Lord."

(...)

So when I judge someone else(...) on a matter of opinion, man, that church over there,

(...)

they don't have a long enough worship service.

(...)

Pfft. Liberals.

(...)

That preacher over there, he didn't go to a preaching school.

(...)

Liberals. Or that preacher over there went to that preaching school. Liberals.

(...)

That preacher over there uses the NIV.

(...)

Liberals. That preacher over there uses the King James Version. The authorized King James Version. They must be perfect.

(...)

I can't believe he wore that to worship on Sunday morning. Or did you see? I can't believe(...) that they're participating in that activity.

(...)

Can you?

(...)

Man, I(...) saw Jimmy's car parked outside the bar.

(...)

Man, I went over to Steve's house. Not that Steve, sorry. Steve just came out. I forgot there was a Steve in the room.

(...)

I went over to Steve's house and he had a bottle of Jack Daniels on the(...) shelf.

(...)

Man, I thought he was more spiritual than that. ( Pause )

(...)

You know Dustin didn't go to a Christian university?

(...)

How dare he?

(...)

And his kids aren't home schooled either.

(...)

I'm not the Lord. It's not my place to place judgment. ( Pause )

(...)

Unfortunately, as I think about this topic,(...) it affects me personally because I know a lot of people(...) who have turned their back on the church because of these things.

(...)

Because we can't keep our mouth shut when we should. ( Pause )

(...)

Paul continues to write and says, "Listen."

(...)

In verse 10 is such a powerful verse in Romans chapter 14 because he shows(...) judgment as a noun and judgment as a verb.

(...)

He says, "Why do you pass judgment?" That's the verb on your brothers.(...) "Why do you despise your brothers?

(...)

For we will all stand(...) in the judgment seat of God."

(...)

He once again brings up this concept that we're all the same,(...) that we're all striving to stand or sit in that judgment seat and listen to God pronounce his just judgment on us.

(...)

"For it is written, as I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me and every tongue confess to God." And then(...) each of us will give an account of himself to God. And here comes the climax, guys.

(...)

"If in my life I am living my life according to his word,(...) striving to know what God expects of me and what God requires of me, and in my mind I am living my life according to how he wants me to live it."

(...)

That is who I have to answer to.

(...)

If we want to be judging somebody, that's who we should be judging as ourselves in determining if I am living my life in a good conscience of how I am. He's not talking about doctrinal items here. He's talking about doing these things based on matters of opinion.

(...)

And I've touched the hymn on so many of them.(...) Probably each of us can think of so many other matters of opinions that we have been judged based on, "What about this one?"

(...)

They should be more emotional.

(...)

They're just a cold person because I never see them crying.

(...)

Or they're just a big softie because I always see them crying.

(...)

Man, they don't come to church on Wednesday night.

(...)

They're just a weaker brother.

(...)

They're just not as strong as me.

(...)

I've put my foot in my mouth many times in that one. You should come to church. It's important. It's important. I do. I've been going every week with my family down here.

(...)

Or me and my kids, we study because they're going through this problem. And who am I to be judging them saying they're weaker? Have(...) you heard such and such? Their kids don't go to church anymore. They must not have done a good job raising them.

(...)

They're bad parents. I don't want them teaching a parenting class.

(...)

That's why I'll try to teach my parenting class before my kids leave.

(...)

I don't know about you, but some of these bother me.

(...)

They're hard to hear.

(...)

They participate in that activity.

(...)

They play that sport.

(...)

Finally, Paul concludes it and says, "We should not have this unrighteous judgment, not only because we're all gods, not only because we're not the lords, but look at what he says in verse 13.

(...)

He says, "Therefore, let not any of us pass judgment on one another any longer, and we decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother."

(...)

Because do you know what else judging others causes us to do?

(...)

Judging others not only places somebody less than us, but it causes us to respond negatively to that person, sometimes subconsciously. And you know what they were doing here? He was warning them. He says, "Hey, if your brother doesn't eat meat, and he's choosing not to eat meat, not to violate his own conscience, don't have him over to your house and serve him meat."

(...)

I'll show him.(...) Ah! Nobody can resist a well-cooked ribeye.

(...)

Come on.

(...)

Let's see how you handle this, big boy.

(...)

Just to trip them up.(...) Just to cause them to stumble, to cause them to go against their conscience, to cause them to go against what they believe is right.

(...)

I don't want to be that stumbling block for somebody.

(...)

But if I judge unrighteously based on others' opinions,(...) I'm going to be that stumbling block for somebody.

(...)

And when I look at my responsibility as a person who's to bring people to Christ, I don't want to live a life that(...) tears people away from it.

(...)

I don't want to be the reason,

(...)

because I up my mouth and judged inappropriately that somebody has chosen not to come back to church.

(...)

I don't want that young person to be negatively affected because I judge the way they live, who their parents are, or what they drive.

(...)

I think of Christ, and I think the solution is found in Him.

(...)

In fact, that's what Paul follows this up with in chapter 15. Look at what he says. You want to look at the application of how that judgment should look one day when we're sitting before God, and he says, "Well done, thy good and thy faithful servant."

(...)

Look at what he says in verse 15. You want to know the solution to not judging others unrighteously based on matters of opinion? In verse 5, he gives us the answer. He says, "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live(...) in such harmony with one another,

(...)

in accordance with Jesus Christ, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you for the glory of God."

(...)

The same man who ate with sinners and tax collectors(...) to glorify God.

(...)

The same man who looked at Zacchaeus up in that tree

(...)

and said, "Why don't you come down out of that tree, for today I'm going to eat in your house."

(...)

Because if we can look at each other the way Christ looks at us,

(...)

I promise you one thing won't be happening.

(...)

We won't be judging others based on matters of opinion.

(...)

We'll be looking at each other saying, "Man, I'm glad you're my brother.

(...)

I'm glad you're my sister, and I'm glad we get to go to heaven together."

(...)

Maybe(...) one of life's greatest struggles

(...)

is when we judge a brother or sister based on matters of opinion. Paul felt it so important(...) to dedicate an entire chapter to it.

(...)

The dedicated chapter for us to evaluate ourselves and to say, "You're my brother.(...) You're my sister.

(...)

That's your opinion and that's okay.

(...)

And I love you.

(...)

And I love you."

(...)

I know this lesson is one of those that probably each of us look at in our own lives and we evaluate how we could be better, and I have done the same this week and it's a struggle.

(...)

As I have worked on this lesson this week,

(...)

I have caught myself judging others,

(...)

ignorantly.

(...)

But my prayer is that you will pray for me and I will pray for you(...) that we can love each other like Christ loves us

(...)

and we can disregard the judgment of unrighteousness between each other.

(...)

If there's anybody here this morning who needs(...) to have the congregation, pray for them.(...) Maybe you're asking questions about this God and this Lord and this relationship that you want to have with Him. We'd love to sit down and talk to you about those things and allow the Bible to guide our study.

(...)

Whatever the need you may have this morning,

(...)

let's leave this place in kindness and love and goodness(...) and put the unrighteous judgment behind us. Why do we stand? And sing the song that's been selected.
