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Unity & The Local Church
And I ask you if you will to put your thinking caps on with me this morning. I'm not going to be sharing a complicated lesson anything that would be extremely heavy but something I hope that will be motivational and encouraging for all of us if I had the opportunity to speak in all Churches or as many as I possibly could I would want to speak if possible on this particular topic There are about five or six things. I feel like that. I need to say everywhere I go This topic is one that I doubt could be overemphasized unity and the local church I don't know anything about the standing of the the Broadway church right now No one comes down to me on Sunday Monday morning and says let me tell you what's going on at Broadway Nobody does that and they don't need to I don't need to hear that I feel good about Broadway feel good about readland I feel good about the Lord's Church generally, but at the same time in any congregation There is always a need for a discussion of unity and the Lord's plan for that now we could approach this in a very heavy Theological fashion where we look at some texts in the Bible that discuss unity for example We could look at first Corinthians in detail or the book of Philippians in detail They are books that deal with unity primarily But I want us to keep it kind of a little lighter this morning Because the subject is really as simple as anything could possibly be God wants his people United it's simple as that God wants us to stand together within his kingdom I'd like to share a few texts with you and encourage you to read along with me first from Psalm 133(...) and we're going to be having about four readings before I get further into the lesson

(...)

How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity It is like precious oil poured on the head running down on the beard Running down on Aaron's beard down upon the collar of his robes It is as if the dew of Herman were falling on Mount Zion for there the Lord bestows his blessing even life forevermore and then from Matthew chapter 18

(...)

There's a text in Matthew 18 where two or three are gathered together There shall I be in the midst of them which we sometimes think to be a text on the worship of the Lord's Church

(...)

I suppose that's included, but that's not the primary emphasis here The context is talking about people getting along together God wants his people to get along together and where two or three are getting along together peacefully God's in that relationship That's what Matthew 18 and verse 20 says, but let's read verses 19 and 20 again I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for it will be done for you by my Father in Heaven for where two or three come together in my name. There am I with them? First Corinthians chapter 1 and verse 10(...) I Appeal to you brothers in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ That all of you agree with one another so that there be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly United in mind and in thought and then one final one from Ephesians chapter 4 verse 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace I don't normally skip through the Bible just selecting top passages like this to read I usually select one topic(...) One passage to deal with that topic, but this morning I thought it might be good for us to survey a few passages that deal with the subject of unity(...) Martin Luther great Reformation leader is credited with a story that I think is a good one to introduce this particular subject He tells about two mountain goats that were meeting each other on a ledge The ledge was barely wide enough for one of these goats to pass safely, but these two goats met head on(...) Now Martin Luther asked the question. How did they meet? How do they both meet safely on that ledge(...) and Both of them do alright(...) In passing his answer was that the goats were wise not like a lot of people The goats really did not have so much ego at stake as they did survival So one of the goats more than happily laid down on the ledge and let the other literally walk over him There's a good lesson there for us as people But the only problem is a lot of times we get egos in the way We have our own preferences our own feelings our own goals and desires and sometimes it gets to be difficult to be that Goat that lies down and lets the other one walk over It probably is true that if the average two people were to meet on a ledge like that You might have a bit of a question about who would be the one to lie down We don't like to be the person to bow do we it has something to do with luring our self-image I suppose or or maybe elevating the other one to some kind of position that's higher than me But whatever it is, we don't like to be the person who lies down and lets the other walk over

(...)

Nothing's more critical to a growing healthy church Than that that church stand together Now when I talk about unity at least in this lesson, I'm not talking about the elders being united Although that's included not talking about the elder deacon preacher's relationship I'm not talking about all the Sunday school teachers going the same direction I'm talking about every single one of us making our own efforts

(...)

For the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace every one of us Too often a sermon like this is preached and we tell ourselves boy. I hope he's listening. Did she get that point? I'm not talking to her and I'm not talking to him. I'm talking to me(...) and

(...)

What efforts are we making? individually to ensure the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace(...) a Person who's been an elder for any period of time at all or a deacon or in any position of church leadership Soon begins recognizing that your problems that arise in the membership Continually come from the same sources. There are the same people who seem to be bringing up problems or being overly critical or Just causing problems maybe being the instigator of problems and you can pretty well guess if someone comes to you with a problem You don't have to be a Solomon to be able to trace it to its sources(...) Why is it that we're like that way?(...) How would you like to be the kind of person who if someone hears of a problem? They begin assuming you're the one responsible for that problem That'd be something terrible to live with wouldn't that kind of rape reputation really isn't the kind I want I'm sure it isn't the kind you want Within the Lord's kingdom we need to bend over backwards To keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace and as any wise speaker on this subject needs to do and as I'm Going to do now. I'm suggesting here that in no way am I compromising doctrine or encouraging you to I'm not encouraging that at all I dare say there would be few people in this audience who believe in the inspiration and authority of Scripture any more than I do Who believe in the doctrine of the church and the worship of the church is laid out in the Bible any more than I do(...) I? Would prefer to think of myself that I would die before I would give in one little bit on what the Bible teaches to be truth So that's not what I'm talking about What I am talking about is one of the most important doctrines in all of Scripture(...) is Doctrine of how we get along with each other

(...)

Being correct on instrumental music is totally useless

(...)

If we can't get along with one another what good does it do to preach baptism for repentance?(...) If we don't live kindness in our own lives one of the heaviest doctrines in Scripture(...) is Love the Lord your God(...) and Then love your neighbor as yourself

(...)

Learning to get along with one another(...) It's a lot easier to build a church building than it is to build the church so we need to spend our time building the church that unity that's there and Treasuring it treating it to be as special as it really is(...) I Would imagine that in all of our lives There's probably just a bit of room to improve our attitudes on the matter of church unity(...) I'd like to suggest there's power in unity(...) There is real strength in being united There was an old man once who was about to die and you may have heard this story, but it's so beautiful

(...)

This old man brought in his eight sons and he began talking to them and telling them that he was going to be dying very shortly He wanted them a heritage and an estate and he wanted them to really be in eight what he was in one He wanted them to stand together as brothers and never fight against one another(...) And he had a bundle of eight hickory sticks And he started with the oldest all the way down to the youngest and he gave the oldest son those eight sticks bundled together And he said son break the sticks and the boy looked at it knew he couldn't break it But he tried couldn't break those eight sticks then the next oldest on down to the youngest they couldn't break the sticks He tore the bundle apart and gave each one of them a hickory stick and each one of them easily broke the stick And he said it illustrates what life can be like for you If you'll pull together you'll share the responsibility if you'll trust one another There won't be any problem out there. You can't handle(...) There is real strength in a church that's united

(...)

We often forget that it takes the same healthy ingredients to keep a church functioning to keep a church moving like it ought to that it took to build the church to begin with I Enjoy hearing stories about church building projects. It's always interesting to me For example at readland you hear the stories about the charter members who came together and they helped roof the place or how they helped Huge cross ties in the ceiling it it's unbelievable as you hear all of these stories the things they did one held the ladder for another One and one did this while the other one did that and it's really encouraging to hear that and that really pulls the church together But you see what we fail to realize is that it takes the same Ingredients to keep the church going as it did to pull it together to begin with in no way Can the Lord's people ever?

(...)

Ever give in on these healthy ingredients in building a church I could go through a lengthy list of what these ingredients are, but you know what they are don't you?

(...)

You know what it takes to get along with people. I don't know I've met one or two who didn't know what it takes but most of us know what it takes to get along with people(...) building projects are good(...) But building the church is even better far too often We fail to realize the same prayers the same efforts the same kindness the same compassion(...) the same generosity The same friendliness and the same smiles. They're all needed to keep the church healthy(...) There's a lot of discussion today within the Lord's Church as has been true in any generation from about AD 30-forward a lot of discussion about unity(...) a Lot of discussion about what a person can believe and what he can't believe what you can practice and can't practice To still be in fellowship with one another those things are terribly important And we should always be grateful for great minds within the church who will look at these subjects and some of them even be Willing to go out on the limb knowing somebody's there waiting to cut the limb(...) But going out on a limb to discuss these subjects in a healthy way

(...)

What we need to realize is right here within the Broadway Church

(...)

We need to be concerned about these little ingredients as they relate to me

(...)

Folks I love to go on record saying what I'm about to say

(...)

There is no doctrine in the Bible

(...)

That will condemn more people than the doctrine of how we get along with people

(...)

There's nothing that's going to be any worse Nothing going to be the albatross of God's people on Judgment Day than that one thing how we treated the man in the pew next to me(...) I Don't understand how that we feel like we can all many times Worship together how we can pull together put our dollar in the same contribution distribution basket drink the same blood eat the same body how we can do all of that(...) and Then not feel good about one another look at each other and feel good about what you see Be able to smile and mean it how in the world can God's people hold grudges?

(...)

When you have a grudge you become a man's slave because he controls you at that moment

(...)

There's power in unity, but there's weakness like words can't describe when that unity begins to break down

(...)

You get behind your elders here at Broadway you get behind them and Nobody ever has the right to say something bad about an elder

(...)

as a matter of fact there are warnings in scripture that talk about the very Person ought to take before he brings some type of charge against an elder, but for some reason I suppose we get the attitude Well, we're all big people and it's a free country and I can just say what I can't want you can't Not within the Lord's kingdom

(...)

Get behind your church leaders(...) Stand with them not against them

(...)

Every decision that's made every goal that's made every direction that's pointed get on the bandwagon(...) There's power in that unity

(...)

And there's nothing that'll tear the church down any quicker

(...)

Than for a rumor to get started(...) That someone's got their feathers ruffled a bit(...) Let's enjoy that power in the unity

(...)

We need to enjoy the power of unity because of the tragedy of division They say I've been to school about eight years college and graduate school learning that do you know that?

(...)

There's power in unity and tragedy and division read with me from first Corinthians chapter 12 About the middle of verse 24 there is where the sentence actually begins(...) and I'd like for us to look together but God has combined the members of the body and Has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it so that there should be no division in the body But that its parts should have equal concern for each other(...) if one part suffers Every part suffers with it if one part is honored every part rejoices with it Now you are the body of Christ in each one of you is a part of it

(...)

Because we are all a part of the body of Christ those of us who are baptized believers members of the Lord's Church Because we're all parts of the Lord's body We have the obligation to respond to other parts in a healthy manner

(...)

and in an appropriate manner for the occasion I have that responsibility(...) as a matter of fact, I firmly believe the judge the Lord will judge me on the basis of how I carry out that responsibility(...) in Suffering with those who suffer and rejoicing with those who rejoice

(...)

My God is concerned about how I respond in that matter

(...)

Actually pause letter to the church at Philippi not really a book is one of my favorite ones Because in that little passage that little text of Scripture You have Paul dealing with a very important matter He tells us in chapter 4 and verse 2 what the real problem is in the church at Philippi(...) Sure, there's a lot that said on the subject of joy But if you'll take the time to read the book of Philippians and make you two columns one column the joy of Paul and the other Column the unity of the body you're gonna find out that the unity column has more references than the joy column

(...)

The actual theme of Philippians is that the Lord's people need to pull together and be united whatever it takes

(...)

That's what's going on in Philippians chapter 4 and verse 2 makes that very plain Paul used a word Isn't used a lot in the Bible. It is used quite a few times in Scripture, but it always carries with it kind of a an appeal It's the word that when it's found in ancient Greek literature It was the point of writing the reason I write is this and then this particular word would be used

(...)

That's the word we've got in Philippians chapter 4 and verse 2 and he used it twice in the same verse

(...)

Paul said I beg you you Odea(...) and I beg you sent a key(...) get your act together

(...)

Wouldn't it be some kind of a sad commentary on a man or woman's life To stand before God and have him look at you on judgment day and said you never were able to get along with people depart from me

(...)

But These two ladies in the church at Philippi just never could seem to be able to get along with each other I don't know what the problem was I can imagine Probably one of them wore a spotted dress one day and the other one didn't like spots and said I hate that dress That's probably about what happened

(...)

That's usually what causes these kinds of problems. We just have personality differences Desires that go different ways goals that don't harmonize whatever it might be But usually it's just little things that don't amount to a whole lot.(...) I Grew up in a small church like Philippi many of you did also Philippi was a small town I don't know how large the church was when Paul wrote the letter. They're not large though. Nothing like the Broadway Church

(...)

You see Philippi was a retirement center for Roman soldiers a lot of old folks lived in the area, which is alright also

(...)

But a lot of retired soldiers there and then the church was apparently small It didn't get off to a good start if you'll recall Paul was beaten locked up in prison and politely escorted out of town So the church never really had a good start

(...)

the people were never really receptive to the church(...) and If you were if you grew up in a small congregation, I think this will communicate(...) as A matter of fact, it probably will communicate even in a large congregation

(...)

When something happens on Sunday morning that causes a ripple within the congregation in a small town by Monday morning everybody in town knows it(...) Everybody knows it Word gets out. I Heard that to your people can't even get along why this is what I've heard and boy word gets out like crazy and my little Congregation my home congregation in five points, Tennessee. It was that way

(...)

people talked about Others within the church. We're talking about non Christians who talked about Christians within the church who were not able And I don't mean to imply there are Christians out of the church There aren't people who were not able to get along with each other

(...)

People who for whatever reasons just never could shake one another's hand and feel good about that handshake(...) You

(...)

See the town of Philippi had a close eye on the church of Philippi(...) and It's possible that the adversaries in the letter Paul wrote the Philippians were actually the town's people who were hearing all of these vicious rumors about what was going on within the church and Paul is saying the only way you can silence those rumors is if you audience sent a key get along with each other Do you know what happens when two people within the church can't get along with each other either? Unintentionally or intentionally they begin recruiting people to agree with them(...) don't you think spots on a dress or ugly and then you get all the spot haters over here and You get the strippers over here the one who likes stripe dresses or certain colors and without really intending to do it(...) You begin dividing the church these who like one thing and these who don't like it(...) Paul said Yodia and sent a key

(...)

Under no circumstances. Do you have the right to fail to get along with one another?

(...)

So pull your act together It matters little

(...)

It matters little

(...)

How great a church's elders are

(...)

How powerful a man you have in the pulpit?

(...)

How impressive a Sunday school structure you have?

(...)

How beautiful the singing is it matters little and all of those areas?

(...)

If the church is not known as keeping the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace

(...)

I Don't want to stand on Judgment Day before my God

(...)

In a way that will be less than acceptable

(...)

I don't want to be before God and receive any type of condemnation and I'm not speaking for you I'm just speaking for Terrell.(...) I believe I'd rather stand before my God on Judgment Day as a rank liberal(...) as Atheist who had no belief and no respect for God

(...)

Then as somebody within the Lord's kingdom who just could not get along with somebody else Who constantly caused ripples within the congregation who constantly pulled apart rather than building up?

(...)

I'll tell you why I feel that way.(...) I Wouldn't have much respect for somebody who tried to cut off my arm And(...) I wonder how much respect the Lord can have for someone who tries to cut off one of his arms

(...)

Who tries to splinter the body?

(...)

Who pulls down and apart all that was accomplished at Calvary?(...) I? Would not want to stand before God as a non-christian nor a Christian who caused problems within the Lord's Church

(...)

But I'm not sure but what?

(...)

There might not be a little more understanding

(...)

For the person who never pretended to care than for the person who pretended to care, but didn't

(...)

The late iron north in his book on actually church growth entitled balance wrote this a Statement that he said he normally read before the church at Madison(...) It's a powerful statement, and I'd like to read it to you as he has it here(...) I often tell the congregation at Madison something like this Today we assemble in great joy and great happiness in an atmosphere of tremendous goodwill and Christian love this Congregation has never had a fuss it has never had a split it has never had a division We have always preached and practiced the love of Christ and the love of each other The beauty of this peace is so wonderful that it surpasseth understanding God forbid that anything should ever happen to it but if something should happen that we had a church fuss a Split or division the little children sitting here on the front(...) Would never live long enough to see what we're all experiencing today

(...)

I Think sometimes we get the impression within the church we never say this, but I think we sometimes get the impression

(...)

That we can disagree with people about certain heavy doctrines how often you eat the Lord's Supper the authority of Scripture(...) the worship of the church(...) I Sometimes we believe we can disagree with people about that denominational(...) organizations and that everything's fine(...) and That that attitude creeps to within the church so that we think we can disagree

(...)

About everything else we want to disagree about

(...)

Folks we can't

(...)

We just can't Be(...) faithful to the doctrines regarding the church

(...)

Will do no church any good(...) if that church does not stand united

(...)

It will do no good

(...)

Because while we claim to be the body of Christ(...) we're tearing the skin off the body

(...)

Let us be known as a people who love each other(...) a People who'd fight for each other

(...)

Quick suggestions if you're keeping time that's 30 minutes(...) Quick suggestions for how we can achieve this greater unity first is focus on Jesus Christ

(...)

Jesus Christ will never disappoint you, but you'll never find another human being who will always satisfy you Jesus will never disappoint you(...) Focus on him second be an encouragement to one another scripture actually says that some people have a special gift for encouraging

(...)

Let's exercise those gifts if we have them if we don't let's stay home We need to be a people known for encouraging one another

(...)

Third trust one another(...) Trust one another I grew up in a business where

(...)

We fixed a lot of tractor flat tires(...) Tires that were taller than I am(...) and as we would fix those tires We began taking them off the tractor laying them on the ground and then one day got smart and decided why don't we build? Fix those tires while they're still on the tractor. Well that worked out real well But then they came out with these dual wheel tractors and then you never have a flat tire on the outside wheel It's always on the inside, right?

(...)

Okay, how do you get the inside off without taking it off? Well, you do it this way your dad calls in son Terrell and says son. Would you hold that wedge for me?(...) What are you gonna do dad? I'm gonna swing this 15 pound sledgehammer and break that tire loose while I'm holding the wedge daddy. Yeah

(...)

and Sometimes my head was this close to the wedge

(...)

You know my daddy wouldn't intentionally miss

(...)

As a matter of fact he never did

(...)

Sometimes it hurt a bit it jarred some(...) Sometimes pieces of metal would fly off the wedge. I was holding and bury up in your skin(...) It hurt

(...)

My dad never intended for it to hurt(...) I Trusted him I still do

(...)

I

(...)

I I I I I

(...)

I

(...)

I

(...)

Mark Twain said that the way to rear children is when they're born put them in a barrel with a hole in it and Feed them through the hole when they turn 13 clog up the hole He's probably right. That's the way a lot of people need to be treated because the moodiness that's there

(...)

Unity cannot be achieved

(...)

if we're moody(...) a Poor excuse and I just this just turns me inside out When somebody has done something that offend someone else the excuse is often offered. Well, you just got to understand. That's just the way he is

(...)

Nobody has the right to be that way God didn't make you that way you learned it you can change it

(...)

the number one threat today in our World(...) is the inability of nations to get along with each other(...) God forbid that be a problem within his church

(...)

God forbid

(...)

I'd like to close with a word of prayer and immediately after the prayer Jim will have the imitation song Almighty God, thank you for the opportunity we have to discuss the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace(...) Lord, we are grateful for a powerful people here at the Broadway congregation We are grateful Lord that the elders are spiritual men who want great things for the church for your body We're grateful Lord for you the ministers who serve here We're grateful for everyone who has any type of a relationship with the Broadway Church and Almighty God Help each of us to have as a primary goal in our lives

(...)

that the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace will prevail(...) and Not just be some type of abstract idea, but let it be a part of my personality Let it be a part of who I am who I represent what I stand for(...) and May this church be everything

(...)

That your son died to make her(...) through Jesus we pray Amen
