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Privilege of Church Membership
To you(...) and to every single one of you(...) from your good brothers and sisters in Christ in Soto Caba,(...) in the state of Sao Paulo, and in the country of Brazil.

(...)

You don't know how often they pray for you here, and I hope you're praying for us. How great it is to be associated with you in the work of the Lord in Brazil. See so many familiar places, congregations change from year to year. See a lot of folks I recognize, see a lot of folks that are new. My name is John Peneci.

(...)

I was born in Florida. Catherine over here was born in Texas. She can't help that.

(...)

But back in 1961, we went with 13 families down to Brazil and began 17 years of mission work. During that period of time, I spoke on the radio in Brazil and you folks were behind the correspondence course, the financing of the correspondence course we used to invite people to make contact with us during that time.

(...)

I came back, we both came back from Brazil in 1978, went to the Sunset School of Preaching, taught there for a while, and then taught at Oklahoma Christian and retired in 1997.(...) In 1996 and 1997, you folks sent us back to Brazil along with others who are also cooperating with us in this effort. So we want to thank you for many years of association with you.

(...)

We're grateful for your interest in missions, for your dedication to the Lord. Today is a day of proclaiming liberation(...) of the United States from its colonial forebears. We're grateful for that. Christianity is a lot about liberation.(...) Moses proclaimed liberation to the people of the Old Testament. Jesus came and proclaimed liberty to all the captives that we might be free, free from sin, free from the pain of this life and have the hope of heaven. But you know, sometimes there are a lot of discouragements. A lot of the devil is always at work trying to discourage us, trying to keep us away from our task, to try to hide our eyes and blind us so that we don't understand what we're about, what it is we're doing in the middle of a culture that doesn't work with us, in the middle of a lot of influences that try to turn us away from our God.(...) I think John,(...) the Baptist, not John the Apostle, John the Baptist had some problems with discouragement.

(...)

And while he was in prison by Herod, and we know that he was not going to escape from that imprisonment,

(...)

we know that he was going to be beheaded because of Herodias.

(...)

And so he had reason to become discouraged. His mission was over.

(...)

He was a great preacher.

(...)

He emptied the cities of(...) Palestine to come out into the desert to hear him preach. He didn't open up a great big coliseum inside of Jerusalem to bring people close to their home out to preach. He went out in the desert to preach and he was so great that people went out of the cities to go hear him.

(...)

He was a great man. Why in the world did the Lord stop his ministry so early?(...) Why was he not one of the apostles?(...) Why was he not a preacher on the day of Pentecost instead of Peter? He probably could have preached even a greater sermon than Peter. He was such a great prophet of God. And yet his ministry came to a close. Why was it he was not with Paul on that first missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas? I don't know. I don't know why God works the way he works. Some of our songs expressed that this morning. The Lord knows what he is doing. And he will proclaim liberty to the captives. He will give us liberty from sin and liberty from our shortcomings and help us be great Christians in part of his church.

(...)

Today I want to talk to you about the privilege of being a member of the church. John sends(...) his disciples to Jesus in Matthew 11 and verse 3. He says, "Are you the one(...) who was to come?

(...)

Has all that I have done come to naught?

(...)

Are we to expect another?"

(...)

He was discouraged, I think.(...) And sometimes we get discouraged. I remember when I was in college years ago how discouraging it was to hear some of the teachers talk about the criticism of the Old Testament. Some of my colleagues were doing the same thing.(...) And ever since that period of time, people have always come against the teachings and the beliefs that I have and that you have about Jesus Christ and his Word. God doesn't exist. Jesus didn't come out of the tomb. The Bible is not the Word of God. We have no hope but just in this material world(...) and maybe have a memory in somebody's mind years later.

(...)

Discouraging things happen.

(...)

Catherine and I were privileged just recently to make a trip to Europe.(...) We celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary last year and our children gave us a trip to Europe.

(...)

So we went to Zurich and we went to London and we went to Paris. And we certainly enjoyed that, something we thought we would never be able to do.(...) But when we were in London, we went to Kensington Palace, Lady Diana's Palace. And we enjoyed that in many ways. We went into one room and there was a display of the...

(...)

What would you say in English? I want to say "kapa" in Portuguese. The front part, the cover of the book, "Origin of Species" by Charles Darwin.(...) There was the front part of the book and around it was the shredded contents of the book, all shredded out(...) and presented like a photograph, like a picture to someone. And I walked up to the garden and I said, "What's all this about Charles Darwin here and his book being shredded?"

(...)

And he says, "Oh, well, back years ago, we used to be Christians and a lot of people criticized what Charles Darwin taught." And I thought, "My, my, we used to be Christians." England was the source in many ways of the great missionary movement of the 18th and 19th centuries. Missionaries went out from England all over the world, but now churches are closing in England. They're in the post-Christian era. They're no longer believing because they become discouraged, because they don't understand the wonders of Jesus Christ and the truth of His Word, the existence of God, the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb, and the establishment of His kingdom, of His church on this earth. Do we appreciate that?

(...)

There are all kinds of negative attacks. Back when I was in college many, many years ago, they talked about how the Old Testament was just mythology.

(...)

And of course, when we were on this trip, we saw some of the evidences that the Old Testament is not just mythology. We went to the(...) British Museum and saw the Rosetta Stone. Do you know what the Rosetta Stone is? That was just fantastic to get there and see that thing. It was a stone that was found in 1799, which gave the secret to the hieroglyphics of the Egyptians. It was written in Greek and in the Egyptian hieroglyphics. And because of the Greek being there, they were able to decipher for the first time the writing of the Egyptians. And when they began to read that, they began to notice the similarity between the names of Egypt and the stories of Egypt that were being told and that were told in the Bible. Much of the Bible was shown to be true because we could now read the Egyptian language and understand(...) the geography and the history of Egypt to a certain extent. And all of that is reflected to a great extent in the New Testament. Then we went to the Louvre,(...) and while we were there,

(...)

we saw the Misha Stone(...) or the Moabite Stone.

(...)

This was found in 1879. In 2 Kings chapter 3, the story is told about one of the descendants of(...) the king of Israel, Omri. His son was named Joram, and he fought against Misha, the king of Moab, and he lost the battle. And Misha was so enthralled by that that he wrote out an inscription about his battle giving the names of the people with whom he engaged in battle and so on, and that stone was found.(...) And so that stone corroborates what the Bible has to say about the existence of Misha and the existence of Moab and the existence of Israel and the existence of Omri and the existence of Joram. All of that is not mythology. That's Old Testament history, and it follows the truth

(...)

that history tells us from other sources such as the Misha Stone.

(...)

Also at the Louvre, we saw another unusual stone,(...) the Code of Hemiurabi, which was found in 1901. I remember back many years ago,(...) I used to study about how people used to say, "Well, you've been a month before in 1901,"(...) that Moses couldn't write.(...) He was not capable of writing the first five books of the Old Testament because writing wasn't even invented by the year 1400 when Moses lived. Well, in 1901, all of that was kicked aside, all of that criticism, because in that year the Code of Hemiurabi was found. It's almost two meters tall. It has 300 paragraphs describing the laws of commerce, the moral laws and family laws and social laws of the Babylonian kingdom over which Hemiurabi reigned 300 years before Moses. And so nobody can say any more that Moses couldn't write. And little by little, God is showing so many evidences to corroborate what the Bible has to say, to give Christian evidences that things are right and we are walking in the right path. You can believe in Jesus. You can believe that we have a mission, that our mission means something just like John's mission meant something. John, don't give up. And Jesus says in Matthew 11 and verse 4, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see. The blind receive sight. The lame walk. Those who have leprosy are cured. The deaf hear. The dead are raised. And the good news is preached to the poor." John, believe it, buddy. You have completed your mission. You are a great man of God. And even though your life is going to be ending,(...) you have done what you should have done.

(...)

And then Jesus gives that sixth verse. It kind of scares me to death. "Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." Don't let anything discourage you. Don't fall because you've lost faith in me. Believe in me, Jesus is saying. I am the one. I am the life. I am the truth. I am the way. He is our Savior. He is our King.

(...)

We know, we don't know what God is thinking. We don't know what His plans are for us, even tomorrow.

(...)

But Jesus is on the throne, and He knows what He's doing. And He's going to take us home with us. So there are enormous blessings. So Jesus goes on, and He says here, "As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John."(...) What did you go out into the desert to see?

(...)

Why did you empty the cities and go hear that man preach, Jesus says? A reed swayed by the wind? Someone vacillating? Someone namby-pamby? No, you went to see a solid fellow. A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? Know those who wear fine clothes are in King's palaces.(...) John wasn't that kind of person. Not a man of luxury, not a man of extravagance, but a simple man, a powerful servant of God. And Jesus goes on to say, "Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, the only prophet since Malachi.(...) Four hundred years since a prophet had come. And along comes John the Baptist, and he's the one telling about the Messiah has come." And Jesus goes on to say, and he says, "Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you." And so John came announcing the coming of the Lord. The greatest event that mankind has ever known, he was the forerunner of the Messiah. He was the one who proclaimed the way so that people might come to Jesus. He was the one who provided many of the apostles for Jesus so that they might become his disciples. John was a great man. And if you think about the Old Testament, you know there's some great people in the Old Testament, Abraham and Jacob and Joseph and Moses and Elijah(...) and so many others. Sarah and Esther, wonderful, marvelous people in the Old Testament. But Jesus says,(...) "I tell you the truth, among those born of women, there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist." No one, not Moses, not David, not anybody in the Old Testament was greater than John the Baptist because he was a prophet and the one who announced the coming of the Son of God to this earth. A greater man than any man that had ever lived. But then look at what else he says. He just blows me away. "Yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven(...) is greater than he."

(...)

Whoo!

(...)

I'm in the kingdom of heaven. You're in the kingdom of heaven. Thanks to God, what privilege, what an enormous privilege we have. John was a part of that in announcing it. He preached, "For the kingdom of repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand." He announced it, but he was not in it.(...) And we who are in it, who can take advantage of the full blessings of the kingdom of God, need to realize what a privilege we have. What a wonderful thing it is to be a member of the Church of God, the Church of Jesus Christ, that kingdom that he established on the day of Pentecost in the first century. The one that he came and announced in his preaching, preaching the same thing that John preached, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 4 and verse 17. This was the kingdom that he preached in his parables in Matthew 13. All of those parables, the eight parables in Matthew 13, the great chapter of parables in the Bible. All of them talk about the kingdom, which is the Church of Jesus Christ.(...) And he tells about how it is the pearl of great price, the treasure hidden in a field, and how we should be like that man that sold everything that he had so that he could be a part of that, have that treasure, and have that marvelous pearl of great price. What a wonderful privilege it is(...) to be a part of the Church. Why did Jesus come? Matthew 16, 18, upon this rock, what am I going to do? I will build(...) my(...) Church. And we are privileged to be members of that Church. And Jesus is sitting on the throne. He has all authority and power. Matthew 28, 18. All authority has been given unto me in heaven and on earth. We shouldn't expect Jesus to come back and then begin to reign. We shouldn't think that Jesus failed to reign when he came the first time, and later on when he comes back, he's finally going to sit on his throne. The Bible presents Jesus as fulfilling the eternal purpose of God.

(...)

And that is in the Church itself, and sitting at the right hand of God. Ephesians 2, chapter 1, talks about how God,(...) in his power and mighty strength, exerted, he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms. And what kind of power does Jesus have in those heavenly realms? Seated as King of the Church and Lord of the Church, far above, all rule and authority, power and dominion, every title that can be given not only in the present age, but also in the one to come, and appointed him to be head over his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. Who is Jesus? He's the Savior. Who is Jesus? He's the Son of God. But he is also the Lord of Lord and the King of Kings, sitting at the right hand of God, reigning over his body. And what a privilege it is. John wasn't in that kingdom. We're in it. We're under King Jesus. He should be reigning in our hearts, and we need to recognize that he is the one who leads us forth into victory, gives us liberty, gives us joy and happiness, and wonderful hope that he's coming back again.(...) What a great thing it is to be a part of the Church of Jesus Christ. Some people say, "I want Jesus, but I don't want to have anything to do with the Church."

(...)

Well, you know, Jesus gave his blood for the Church. He bought it with his own blood(...) in Acts chapter 20 and verse 28. That's the price he paid. Some army didn't shed its blood that the kingdom might be established. Only Jesus, the King of the kingdom, shed his blood that the kingdom might be established. And now we are the blood-bought institution of Jesus Christ himself. I want to be a member of that Church. I see so much religious confusion in Brazil. There's every kind of religion under the sun in Brazil.

(...)

But in the middle of all that, I just looked in my Bible and I just want to be his. I just want to be a member of his Church. I just want to be a Christian. I just want to be a member of the New Testament body of Christ. Can we not be that?(...) Can we not preach that? Can we not appreciate that? Can we not proclaim that word throughout Paducah and Kentucky and the United States and Brazil and all over the world? Yes. I'm proud to be a member of the Church of Christ. I'm grateful that God has established his Church, his kingdom, and let's proclaim it, folks, that people might know the wonders of his reign.

(...)

And of course all that means that(...) he directs our lives.(...) He helps us to be born again(...) and begin a new walk in him. Are you ready to walk with him today? Are you ready to give your life over to the King of Kings? Are you ready to let him reign in your heart and be a part of his Church? Won't you accept his invitation(...) while we stand and sing?
