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What Does the Bible Say About – Suffering

We're glad to be here tonight. I'm honored to be asked to be a part of this Wednesday night series for you.(...) I think most of you realize and know that we have family here.(...) I am(...) very thankful for them too, and we're so glad that they are here. Both of our daughters are in the area now.(...) Our oldest daughter, Kelsey, lives a few miles out of Mayfield with her husband and two children. They worship with the Northside congregation in Mayfield, and that's been a wonderful experience for them.(...) And we are so glad that Kristen and Zach are here, and of course, Zach's been here a long time.

(...)

But I'm gonna say that things improve for Zach when he married my daughter.

(...)

Not that he had it bad before, but that it got(...) better.

(...)

And we are so glad that they are here with you because(...) you are their family in Christ, and we appreciate so much the experience that they have with you in this place.

(...)

And I haven't even begun to mention the grandchildren yet, but if I get started on that one, we won't get to the lesson tonight.

(...)

What does the Bible say about suffering? Jed sent us a list of available topics, and I immediately, when I saw this one, this is the one I chose. For those of you who might remember last year, when I was here, I talked from the book of Job. You won't believe that this really did happen, but we talked about Job, and obviously, Job was a great deal about suffering as well. But I chose this topic immediately because in my own personal study and in my reading, I'd been noticing that I'm singing that word, that idea, suffering over and over and over again. The Bible is full of it. We're not gonna cover what the Bible says about suffering tonight. If we did, we'd have to(...) call out for our meals through the weekend because the Bible is full of things about people suffering. And I don't have to tell you that because you probably know that all(...) about suffering because all of us have suffered. We all know something about suffering because we live in the human condition and suffering goes along with it.

(...)

It's a major topic in the Bible. I think about the book of Job, one of the oldest books in the Bible, one of the earlier books in the Bible, and it's the story about a man who is suffering terribly. And there are things in that book that we deal with that would challenges us, especially how God was involved in the fact that Job was having to suffer the way that he was. It was God who presented Job before Satan and said, "Consider my servant Job." If he hadn't done that, Job could have missed all that we read about, but God knew what he was doing.(...) His people, the descendants of Abraham, God would send Jacob and his family about 70 souls down into the land of Egypt. And for the next over 400 years, they would be there. And you know what they became in that land? They became slaves. They suffered. And that's God's people. He's preparing them for their own nation. And yet there is a story about people suffering. The people of God suffering.(...) Sometimes they suffered because of the evil that they committed,(...) but sometimes they suffered because of the good that they did. And I would suggest to you that that continues today. They suffered from the heat, from the cold. They suffered because they sinned. They suffered because of a loss of health, because of their possessions. They had lost a job. Someone had lied about them. They had been reviled against. And not just them, but us. For good and for bad. There was physical pain. There was emotional pain. There was losing a child, a spouse, a friend, a brother.

(...)

And we know that sometimes as God's people, God protects us from things that are not good, that are bad, that are difficult.(...) But at the same time, I hope that we understand sometimes God allows at least, and sometimes even sins challenges into our lives for a reason.(...) And so in our lesson tonight, as we talk about suffering,

(...)

I've concentrated on two or three central things, points that I really kind of wanted to make. And it's from, I've only have New Testament verses. And so we're gonna start with this. I'm gonna suggest to you number one,(...) that we are going to suffer.

(...)

And we sometimes need to suffer,

(...)

because we need to suffer with or for the sake of Jesus.

(...)

In other words, Jesus suffered.

(...)

And it would only be right for you and I(...) to participate in that as well. After all, he is the one that we're trying to be like, right? We wanna be more and more like Jesus. How are we gonna become anything like Jesus at all if we are not participating in some of the sorrows that he experienced?(...) Here's some Bible verses, beginning in Philippians chapter one, verses 29 and 30. "For it has been granted to you "that for the sake of Christ, "you should not only believe in him, "but also suffer for his sake, "engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had, "and now hear that I still have."

(...)

Paul writing this letter to the church in Philippi said, "You need to suffer for the sake of Christ."

(...)

Not only that, you know that I, the apostle Paul, have been suffering and you know why I'm suffering. I'm suffering for the gospel. I'm suffering because of my faith in Jesus Christ. And I want you to be able to participate in that along with me as we suffer for the sake of our Lord. A very familiar passage I think to a lot of us comes from 1 Peter. In 1 Peter chapter two, verses 18 through 23, "Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, "not only to the good in the gentle, "but also to the unjust." Listen, "For this is a gracious thing "when mindful of God, one endure sorrows "while suffering unjustly."

(...)

"This is a gracious thing," he calls it. "For what credit is it when you sin "and are beaten for it, you endure?(...) "But if when you do good and suffer for it, you endure, "this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. "For to this you have been called "because Christ also suffered for you, "leaving you an example so that you might follow "in his steps."

(...)

Wow.

(...)

We suffer. Sometimes we suffer because we brought it on. We did something that was wrong. We're punished for it. What good is that? No, the apostle Paul says, but here's the value in suffering. When you suffer even when you do good and you endure it.

(...)

And I'm gonna suggest to you a little bit later in the lesson that sometimes we even do more than just endure it. We thrive because of it. In 1 Peter 4, in verse one, "Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, "arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, "for whoever has suffered in the flesh "has ceased from sin, "so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh, "no longer for human passions, "but for the will of God."

(...)

Christ suffered in the flesh. He was willing to do that. He had a mindset. He knew from the beginning how it was all gonna turn out and what the end would be.

(...)

But he was determined to do the will of the Father. He was determined to do what you and I needed him to do. And so he says, "So let that same mindset be upon you.(...) "You know what's right. "You know what you need to do. "You know what the Father is asking of you. "Set your mind upon it. "And when it becomes challenging and difficult, "perhaps you'll be strong enough that you won't stop. "You won't quit. "You won't give up. "But you'll already be determined in your own heart "and in your own mind that I will endure this for my Lord.(...) "I'll endure this(...) because it's a part "of what I need to do." The same way that Jesus endured it.

(...)

Sharing his sufferings. Back to the book of Philippians. And man, my system here of following verses, finding verses is not the best. But Philippians three,(...) beginning in verse seven.

(...)

"Whatever gain I had, I counted as lost "for the sake of Christ. "Indeed, I count everything as lost "because of the surpassing worth "of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. "For his sake, I have suffered the lost of all things "and count them as rubbish."

(...)

This thought just came upon me, but it's one I want to impress upon us.

(...)

When we suffer for the sake of Jesus, are we aggravated? Are we even angry? Are we disappointed? Are we ready to point our finger at God and say, "What are you doing? "I'm trying my best and here you are putting this on me."

(...)

Or do we say like the apostle Paul,

(...)

"I've suffered the loss of all things "and I just count them as rubbish.(...) "They are nothing."

(...)

When I consider what I have because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his sake, I've suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ. Have y'all heard that sermon lately?

(...)

Yeah. The righteousness from God that depends on faith. That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, listen, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible, I may attain the resurrection of the dead.

(...)

Paul's words, I think, are strong and they're powerful and they're from a man of great faith.

(...)

But in writing those words, the apostle Paul was advising us and encouraging us as we saw a few verses ago, but why don't you put on that same mind?(...) Why don't you make that same effort?

(...)

Suffering's test us. Are we genuine? Are we worthy?

(...)

That's part of the reason I believe that God sometimes sends things to us where we suffer. We'll begin again, and I've got a lot of Bible verses to read. I hope that we can get at least through most of them.(...) Second Thessalonians, uh-oh, I've got trouble here.

(...)

Nope, there it is. Second Thessalonians chapter one, verses four and five. That's Timothy, I'm close.

(...)

"Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God," that's Paul writing about the Christians in Thessalonica, "for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring." Listen, this is evidence of the righteous judgment of God

(...)

that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God for which you are also suffering.

(...)

And then he goes on to say, "And if you're suffering because others who don't believe in me, don't put their faith in me, are bringing suffering upon you because of your faith in the Lord Jesus, then God sees it as a just thing to punish those people who are causing you to suffer."

(...)

But he also sees you suffering as a just thing as well.

(...)

Are we growing? Are we genuine?(...) Are we worthy? In a small way, I know we're never gonna be worthy of what the Lord does for us and the reward that he's gonna give us, but are we at least living our lives in a kind of way, genuine way, where the Lord knows that we're willing to suffer even for him?(...) We're gonna do our best to do what he wants us to do even when it hurts, even when it brings pain, even when it causes suffering.

(...)

Back to 1 Peter again, you notice we're in 1 Peter a lot because Peter has a whole lot to say about suffering, especially in 1 Peter. 1 Peter chapter one, three through nine. I bet you're gonna be more familiar with this one.

(...)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to his great mercy, he's caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." I read those three verses because I just wanted the background of what's coming next. This is, we're thinking about what God is gonna give to us in the, after the resurrection and our inheritance, things that are imperishable and undefiled. That's not in this world. That's in the world to come.

(...)

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials. So that the tested genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

(...)

We need to be tested.

(...)

We need to be tried. When the Lord returns, is He gonna find us faithful? Is He gonna find us having been through the fire and tested and tried? And yes, we are people of faith. We endured. It wasn't fun, it wasn't easy. But Lord, we loved you and we realized who you ask us to be. And it was just a small thing for us to live our lives for you.

(...)

We passed the test. We're real.(...) Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not know Him, now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy in that inexpressible, in(...) that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. And we're not talking about salvation that we earned.

(...)

We're talking about being given the most marvelous gift that mankind could receive. And we're just showing our appreciation for it.(...) We're showing our love for the God(...) who enabled us

(...)

and who loved us with a love that never fails.

(...)

Okay.

(...)

Second Timothy 3.12 simply says, indeed, all who desire to live for Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

(...)

There are so many examples of that in the Bible. I'm gonna, I said I wasn't gonna use the Old Testament, but I'm gonna read to you some verses that go back into the Old Testament and talk about people from there. This is in Hebrews 11, the great faith chapter.(...) You think that God doesn't allow His people to suffer?

(...)

I want you to listen to this. These are people in Hebrews 11, you know, we sometimes call that faith hall of fame. These are people of real genuine faith. They endured(...) women received back their dead by resurrection.

(...)

Some were tortured,(...) refusing to accept release so that they might rise again to a better life.(...) Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two. They were killed with a sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated, of whom the world was not worthy. I love that He says that about them.(...) Wandering about in deserts and mountains and in dens and caves of the earth.

(...)

That's suffering, folks.

(...)

And that's some of the people that I hope we get to spend all eternity in heaven with.(...) And I cannot say that I've experienced that much of what some of them went through. Just for a minute, let me, I even hesitate to say all this, but I want to say it out loud. And I hope it means something to you.

(...)

I don't know if God is just(...) blessing us so abundantly,

(...)

but(...) I don't know much about persecution.

(...)

I just don't.

(...)

I mean, I hear me or people like me get called names sometimes and made fun of, and I don't like it very much.

(...)

But it's the Apostle Paul would write to a group at another time we haven't suffered to the point of blood yet. That's for sure.(...) But these people did. I(...) quoted a few minutes from Peter's verse. Yeah, you know, all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

(...)

Think with me just for a moment.

(...)

Hapini and I were talking, she said, you know, I see where the good, the good, but he said that, she said that's hard because it's not like we're gonna say, oh Lord, please send me some trouble.

(...)

We're just not gonna do that.

(...)

But it's gonna come.

(...)

Persecution, suffering, struggles.

(...)

But here's the thing.

(...)

These people endured.

(...)

And they're written about in God's holy word.

(...)

And they're praised because of the great faith that they had.

(...)

And I just wanna say, I can't speak for you, I just wanna say,(...) I really think,

(...)

I really hope that perhaps someday,

(...)

if I am enduring that persecution,

(...)

and if I am enduring that struggle, I hope the Lord of heaven looks down and sees me and looks into my heart. And he knows when he sees me that I'm enduring this because I think he's worth it.(...) And I'm not ashamed of it.

(...)

And if you haven't given me enough yet, then give me some more.

(...)

And I'll do my best, Father, to be true to you and faithful to you and loyal to you.(...) Not that I'm making myself worthy,(...) but that you'll consider me to be worthy, but through your grace and your mercy.

(...)

I can see(...) where that would be a wonderful experience for a person to have.

(...)

The blessing of suffering I have written in my notes. I(...) go back to Matthew chapter one.

(...)

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, "for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you "and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely. "On my account, rejoice and be glad, "for your reward is great in heaven, "for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you." Yes, they persecuted the prophets who were before the people who were reading these words in the New Testament.

(...)

Blessed are you when you are persecuted for righteousness sake. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil things against you. There is a blessing to be had(...) in persecution, being persecuted because we're disciples of Christ. I go again to the book of 1 Peter in chapter four, beginning in verse 12.

(...)

"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial "when it comes upon you to test you, "as though something strange were happening to you."

(...)

Here's the apostle Peter writing to first century Christians and he didn't say if,

(...)

he said, "Don't be surprised when it comes, it's coming."(...) And he calls it a fiery trial.

(...)

Doesn't sound like much fun to me.

(...)

But he says, "But rejoice in so far "as you share Christ's sufferings." There's Jesus again. And there's something about this idea of sharing with Jesus.

(...)

Sharing with Jesus because I'm suffering. He suffered, I'm not better than him.

(...)

He was willing to, I need to be willing to. I wanna suffer for him.

(...)

There again, I haven't even come close to the kind of suffering that he endured for me.

(...)

If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed because the spirit of glory and of God rest upon you. Let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evil doer, as a meddler. Yet, if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. (Congregation Laughing)

(...)

Are we struggling?(...) Are we struggling with our suffering?

(...)

Are we frustrated? Are we tired?(...) Let me give you just a little bit of fresh air.

(...)

God knows it.

(...)

God loves you. He's not punishing you because you're suffering. He may very well be testing you. You may(...) rejoice when you endure.

(...)

Be strong and powerful in God's mind

(...)

and choose to live for him.

(...)

A couple of things, I've got about seven minutes, right, Jed, maybe?(...) I've gotta get to a couple of things. I'm gonna do it, I'm making it.

(...)

Hebrews chapter two.

(...)

In Hebrews chapter two,

(...)

and by the way, that's where my first Wednesday night, no, that's where I preached(...) from when I was with you a year ago or longer.

(...)

I want us to read together verses, I think nine and 10, nine and 10.(...) This is(...) where(...) the Hebrew writer quotes from Psalms and he talks about who is man that you're mindful of him. And he goes on and he says, "We don't see everything in subjection "the man's control yet, but then beginning in verse nine, "but we see him who for a little while "was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, "crowned with glory and honor."

(...)

Why?

(...)

Because of the suffering of death.

(...)

You don't know why Jesus is crowned in heaven with glory and honor(...) because he suffered and died for you and me.

(...)

So that by the grace of God, he might taste death for everyone.

(...)

"For it was fitting that he for whom and by whom "all things exist in bringing many sons to glory "should make the founder of their salvation "perfect through suffering."

(...)

I said, we read a few minutes ago that suffering brings blessing.

(...)

Suffering can bring strength to us.

(...)

Suffering on Jesus' part(...) brought him to be

(...)

the perfect savior that we needed and it brought him a seat at the Father's side in heaven.

(...)

Now, if that's the way that the God of heaven rewards(...) suffering, you see value in suffering.

(...)

Do you see value in suffering?

(...)

Hebrews chapter 12.

(...)

Verses one and two first.

(...)

"Therefore, since we are surrounded "by so great a cloud of witnesses, "let us also lay aside every weight "and sin which clings so closely(...) "and let us run with endurance "the race that is set before us. "Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, "who for the joy that was set before him, "endured the cross, despising the shame "and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God."

(...)

It's a fascinating statement that's made, who for the joy that is made, who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross.

(...)

There was joy in the cross.

(...)

Maybe I'm wrong about this,

(...)

but it seems to me that Jesus could see further down the road(...) and he knew why he had to die on that cross.(...) You know what else he knew?

(...)

I say two reasons for him to have joy

(...)

because not far on the other side of that cross, he was gonna be back at the Father's side in heaven again. He believed that with all of his heart.

(...)

And the other thing is you and me

(...)

because he knew that we had to have it(...) and he knew what he was doing for us.

(...)

There was joy in that.

(...)

There again, we wanna be like Jesus. We wanna emulate that.

(...)

I believe there's some real joy in suffering for us if we can endure.(...) I believe that strongly. I wanna go(...) to Hebrews five. And this one, I don't know that I've heard it talked about that much, but(...) to me it's powerful.

(...)

Hebrews five beginning in verse seven.

(...)

I'm about gonna have to conclude.

(...)

In the days of his flesh,(...) Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears, their suffering, folks. Read that Gethsemane story or listen to the Hebrew writer when he describes it.

(...)

Loud cries and tears to him who was able to save him from death. And he was heard because of his reverence. Even Jesus(...) feared in a godly way the Father. He had reverence for him.

(...)

Although he was a son,

(...)

he learned obedience through what he suffered.

(...)

And being made perfect or complete, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.

(...)

Although he was a son,

(...)

he learned obedience through what he suffered. (Crying)

(...)

I don't know, I do know. Jesus never disobeyed the Father.

(...)

He did what the Father told him to do.

(...)

But Jesus really learned what obedience was when he suffered. You understand? (Crying)

(...)

He was obedient before he suffered.

(...)

But he really learned what it meant to obey when he suffered.

(...)

He even prayed that he wouldn't have to.

(...)

Yes, he did. He prayed that he wouldn't have to.

(...)

Because he's(...) like me. I can't imagine the agony. I can't imagine the pain. I can't imagine the suffering.

(...)

But he did it.(...) And he told the Father he wanted to if that's your will, Father.

(...)

But he really learned obedience by what he suffered.(...) You know why you and I have to suffer? Why we have to learn to be like Jesus? Because folks, we can never claim to be obedient children of God if we don't obey when we suffer a little bit. Lord, I'll go with you until it hurts.

(...)

Lord, I'll go with you until you're gonna make me suffer. Don't ask me to go there.

(...)

You're not(...) a faithful person. I'm not a faithful person if that's what I'm saying.

(...)

That's not faith. You learn obedience when you suffer.

(...)

I've gone past my time.

(...)

Let me conclude in Hebrews again.(...) Actually, all I had left is the ultimate reward. And we all know what the ultimate reward for being

(...)

enduring persecution and suffering for the cause of Christ. If we remain faithful, you know what that is, don't you? That's eternity, absolutely. And there's some beautiful verses that bring that out.

(...)

And so let me read to you from Hebrews 12, and I'm through, we'll pray together. I'm gonna start in verse three.

(...)

"Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself." Let's consider Jesus.(...) "So that you may not grow weary or fainhearted. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him, for the Lord disciplines the one he loves,(...) and chastises every son whom he receives." You fathers understand that, I know you do. You love your children, I know you understand that. It is for discipline that you have to endure, God, is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the father of spirits and live?

(...)

For thy discipline," that's our earthly father's discipline, "us for a short time, as it seemed best to them."

(...)

But he disciplines us for our good,(...) that we may share his holiness. Doesn't Peter say, "Be ye holy," as I am holy, quoting the father himself?

(...)

"For the moment all discipline seems painful "rather than pleasant,(...) but later it yields "the peaceful fruit of righteousness "to those who have been trained(...) by it."

(...)

My prayer for us at the conclusion of this lesson tonight

(...)

is that(...) in our lives, we would see

(...)

the peaceful fruit of righteousness that(...) comes from being trained(...) by suffering for our Lord.

(...)

Let's pray together.

(...)

Lord, your grace is marvelous, your mercy never ceases.

(...)

Every time, Father, I learn more about the story of Jesus, I'm more and more a mighty father.

(...)

Only a mind that I'm not even able to comprehend could put this story together(...) in a marvelous way.

(...)

And what love you've loved us with.

(...)

Father,(...) you know that we don't enjoy suffering.

(...)

The father we understand, if not help us to understand why it's needful, why it can even be good for us.

(...)

And Father, may we ever be strong enough, may we be willing in our heart of hearts, may there be the desire with every ounce of strength in our bodies(...) to be willing to suffer for you.

(...)

And be with us in those times, Father, and strengthen us because we know your strength can give us the strength to endure.

(...)

So Father, we thank you.

(...)

Yes, we thank you even when we suffer(...) for righteousness sake.

(...)

And we are blessed.

(...)

And Lord, we know that what you reward us with is infinitely better(...) than what we deserve.

(...)

And we thank you, Father, that you love us even more than our earthly fathers. Because you love us, you discipline us.

(...)

But Father, you do it because you love(...) and to help us to be the strong, faithful disciples of Jesus Christ that can make a difference in this world,

(...)

that can live for you,(...) that can bring others to Christ. And so Father, we praise you in our heart of hearts even when we suffer.

(...)

In Jesus name,(...) amen.

