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What Does the Bible Say About – Truth

Well, good evening.

(...)

I am grateful to be here. I'm grateful for the opportunity that y'all have given Lauren and I to be here tonight. And I'm especially thankful for your all support while Lauren and I have been at school at Bear Valley. We are(...) grateful for your prayers and support. We know what we are doing there in school. Couldn't be done without you. So we're thankful for that. But we're especially grateful to be here tonight to open up God's word and learn a little bit about what God has to say about truth.

(...)

In John chapter 18 and verse 38, one of the most important and famous questions ever asked can be found.(...) It's a question that a few thousand years later today, many of us are still asking.(...) A question that throughout generations, philosophers and politicians and children and entire cultures with this question.

(...)

In John chapter 18 and verse 38, standing before Jesus, Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, what is truth?(...) This is a question that is relevant to us today. It's relevant to our culture and it's relevant to understanding what the Bible has to say about truth.

(...)

In 1986 on January 28th, there were millions of Americans who gathered to watch the launch of a space shuttle named the Challenger. It was supposed to be a proud moment for NASA. It was supposed to be something that would be applauded. But what many people didn't know was behind the scenes, there were many who were concerned because of the very critical rubber O rings that were on the ship. They were afraid(...) that might not last in the cold temperatures that it'd be facing.(...) But they allowed the shuttle to proceed anyways. And just 73 seconds after its launch, the Challenger exploded in front of the entire nation.

(...)

And seven(...) astronauts lost their lives that day because of it.

(...)

And I hear that story and I'm reminded because of the story a lesson that although it comes out of a tragic story, is very important to our conversation about truth. And that is that truth does not change regardless of our opinion or regardless of the way we feel about it. The same way that the reality didn't change, physics didn't change because of how confident they were that those O rings wouldn't break. Truth does not change based on how we feel about it. Our world tries to tell us that truth is objective. Our world tries to tell us that truth is something that moves between every person on whatever you want it to be. We hear phrases like live your truth or speak your truth or that's not my truth or phrases similar to that. Modern world tries to tell us that truth is personal, something that's found within ourselves rather than something outside of ourselves.(...) If you open up your Bibles to John chapter 18 this evening, there's a lot that the Bible has to say about truth, but I think it's valuable for us to look in this one passage and get a good foundation of what truth is and how it can be applied to our lives as New Testament Christians because what we find in John chapter 18, not only is this question of what is truth, but we find the answer to the question.(...) What's so ironic about Pilate's question is that he asks what is truth standing in front of the answer himself. He asked the question standing in front of Jesus.(...) And so this evening I want us to go through and notice three different principles that we find from this passage in John 18, 33 through 38 that show us, teach us a little bit about truth and ultimately point us to the lesson that Jesus is the truth, we must submit truth.(...) Truth is not found in anyone else. Truth is not found in ourselves. Truth is not found in what our opinions is or(...) what culture says it should be. Truth is found in Jesus. And because of that truth found in Jesus, we have to be willing to submit our lives to it. First of all, notice with me in John chapter 18(...) that truth is revealed. Truth is revealed, but begin reading with me if you have your Bibles, turn to John chapter 18, beginning in verse 33 and notice what it says.

(...)

It says, "Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus and said to him, are you the king of the Jews? Jesus answered, are you saying this on your own initiative or did others tell you(...) about me? Pilate answered, I'm not a Jew, am I? You, your own nation and the chief priest delivered you to me. What have you done? Jesus answered, my kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, then my servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews, but as it is, my kingdom is not of this realm."

(...)

This conversation opens up with Pilate summoning Jesus to him and he asked him if he's the king of the Jews in verse 33.

(...)

And then from there, he begins to question and to begin to talk to Jesus. From every mind around and Pilate's mind and everyone around him, Pilate seems like he's in charge, right? Pilate seems to be the one, he has the Roman authority behind him and he's the one that can condemn Jesus or release Jesus to be freed.(...) Pilate seems to be the one in charge.

(...)

But in reality, Jesus(...) is,

(...)

Jesus is revealing truth to him

(...)

as Pilate questions him, as Pilate examines him. You'll notice how this conversation unfolds that how that Jesus answers in verse 34, do you say this of your own accord or did others tell you about me? Jesus is making Pilate, he wants him to think about why he is coming to the beliefs, the conclusions that he is. Jesus explains that this is not his kingdom.

(...)

That this world is not his kingdom, but he's speaking spiritually when Pilate's thinking physically of a political kingdom.

(...)

Jesus uncovers truth in front of Pilate.

(...)

You see, Pilate assumed that he was determining truth about Jesus, didn't he? That's what the Jews sent him in there to do, that's what his job was, was to determine out of Jesus the truth that he was being told about him, but what he was told and what he was trying to find in Jesus was not truth.

(...)

What Jesus was revealing to him in that moment was truth, and that's always the case with real truth. The truth that comes from God is revealed. Truth is not found within ourselves, it's not found from human opinion, it's not found by majority of vote. Truth is found and revealed by God. And you see that even further explained in the very next verse, verse 37, we see that God has revealed truth in Jesus. Notice it says, verse 37, "Therefore Pilate said to him, "So are you a king?" And Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I'm a king. "For this I have been born, "and for this I have come into the world "to testify to the truth."

(...)

God revealed truth through Jesus. The life that Jesus lived, testified, it bared witness to truth. Well, what truth? Well, the fact that Jesus is king, right? That he has this kingdom, that he's the one that should be submitted to.

(...)

The fact that Jesus is deserving of submission. That is truth. That's the truth that God is revealing through Jesus. Jesus didn't come just to discuss truth, he came to reveal it. And all throughout John's gospel, Jesus is presented in this light. You go back to John chapter one and verse 14, it says, "The word became flesh "and was full of grace and truth."(...) In John chapter 14 and verse six, Jesus says that he is the way, the truth, and the life.

(...)

See, truth is revealed and is revealed in Jesus. By the way that he lived, the things that he said,

(...)

he's revealed as truth for us as well.

(...)

In the 1840s, there was a Hungarian doctor named Ignaz Simoheas, if I'm saying that correctly, I'm probably not, but anyways, he was a doctor and he began to see that in his hospital that he was working at, there were many people, specifically mothers, who were dying during childbirth. And so he began to investigate what was going on because of it. And what he found was that doctors were performing autopsies and then delivering babies and not washing their hands between patients. And so obviously this was problematic and he goes and begins to make them wash their hands the chlorine solution before each patient. And what they found was death rates plummeted almost immediately. They weren't having the problem anymore. And you would think because of it, that everyone would be on board. They would be applauding him for his discovery.

(...)

But instead many doctors rejected his findings

(...)

because it challenged what they already believed and because they didn't like the implications it put on them that they were the cause of what was happening.

(...)

The reality was that this doctor didn't come up with germs, right? Germs were already in existence. Before he told them they needed to wash their hands, germs were already in existence. They caused disease and they caused death, but he only revealed it to them.

(...)

The same way Jesus didn't come to invent truth, we aren't here to invent truth. Jesus came and he revealed truth to us. He revealed the truth that he is the king, that he's the Messiah in front of Pilate. And that truth doesn't change.(...) Truth is revealed and is revealed by God through Jesus.(...) The question is whether or not we're going to submit to it.

(...)

So what does the Bible say about truth? Well, the principle that we see here beginning in this passage is that truth is revealed. We don't invent truth any more than Pilate did. God reveals it to us. God has revealed it through Jesus and Jesus came and he taught and he embodied truth. The things that he did, the way that he lived are truth. They prove him to be from God. They prove him to be the king of our lives. And they prove him to be the truth that we must submit our lives to.

(...)

I wonder sometimes if we approach Christianity or approach Jesus the same way that Pilate did.

(...)

We come to Christianity and we're looking, we're trying to prove what we want. Does what the Bible say align with what I believe? Does what the Bible say align with my lifestyle?

(...)

The reality is not does it align with us, but are we willing to submit to it? People of truth recognize that God determines truth, that God determines reality. And if Jesus is revealed as truth and his life is revealing truth, then we cannot know truth apart from Christ.

(...)

The world's wisdom can't guide us. Our own opinion can't save us and personal feelings can't be our authority.

(...)

The truth that has been revealed in Christ is what we have to follow.

(...)

The second principle that we see from this passage is that truth demands a response.(...) Truth demands a response. Notice the end of verse 37 that we didn't read there.(...) Jesus says, "Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice."

(...)

Notice first of all that truth exposes the heart of an individual, doesn't it? Jesus splits up humanity into two different categories. There are those who are of the truth and consequently there are those who are not of the truth. And the distinguishing point between those two things seems to be whether or not someone hears his voice or listens to his voice.

(...)

See truth reveals our heart, doesn't it? It reveals our response to Christ exposes where we are spiritually.(...) Someone's either walking in truth or they're not. Someone's either following Christ or they're not. Walking in the light or walking in darkness. But notice truth also calls for submission.

(...)

If we're going to be in the category that is the people of truth, then we have to be willing to submit to truth. You'll notice that the end of what Jesus says there, he says, "Those who hear my voice," your translation may say, "Listen to my voice." That word here there is an important word to the book of John. It's used over and over again. Often within its context, it encompasses the idea of understanding and belief and obedience and a response with it. It's more than just hearing the auditory sounds through your ears.(...) It has a response. It means obeying or it means responding in faith. It means submitting to the speaker that is Jesus.

(...)

Jesus says, "Everyone who is of the truth hears "what he sends to my voice."(...) And then Pilate, you'll notice in the next verse, as we read earlier, verse 38 says, "What is truth?"(...) Pilate responded to truth. He responded with questioning and further doubt, trying to prove and reveal what he wanted, what he was sent there for.

(...)

But truth, whether it ends up in rejection or it ends up in submission,(...) it demands one of those two responses.

(...)

When Hurricane Katrina approached the Gulf Coast in 2005, the government issued several different warnings to escape, to leave now. And the news often would remind them they would air these warnings. Emergency officials would carry out these warnings to houses. There were meteorologists that reiterated these warnings over and over again. Everyone heard the same message, leave now. But there were some people who listened and evacuated, and there were some people who heard that message.

(...)

The storm, the hurricane that was coming didn't change. It didn't care whether people heard the warning or not. The difference was whether or not people responded to it.

(...)

Jesus says, "Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice."(...) Again, that comes with a response. It comes with obedience. It comes with faith. You see, hearing his words is more than just hearing the sounds through our ears. Many people hear Jesus' words,(...) but far fewer people will submit to them.

(...)

You see, truth must be responded to.(...) If we're gonna be people of truth as Jesus would have us to be, then we have to hear and listen to and follow Jesus' words. The real question here isn't what is truth.

(...)

The real question here is will I submit to truth? Will I submit to Jesus?

(...)

The reality, as we've already seen, in the first principle we looked at, is that Jesus is truth, that the truth is revealed to be and through Jesus,(...) and truth must be responded to in one way or another.

(...)

If we're gonna respond in submission, which is the better response than what we see Pilate did, we'll talk about in just a second, if we're gonna respond in submission, then that means we submit our entire lives to him, to truth, that we submit our beliefs, that we submit our desires, that we submit our priorities, that we submit every part of our lives, what people see and what people don't see to truth.

(...)

A person who belongs to truth can be recognized(...) by whether or not they respond through submission.

(...)

The evidence that we belong to truth is not meant whether or not we know God's word, but have we obeyed God's word.

(...)

See, Jesus is the truth that we must submit to.

(...)

There's a harsh reality that can be found in the rest of our passage here, that can be found in this third principle we're gonna see.(...) Because as we've seen, truth is revealed, it's revealed by God through Jesus, and truth demands a response, either rejection or submission.

(...)

But the third principle that we see from this passage is that truth is often rejected.

(...)

The response that people typically have to truth(...) is often rejection. That's what Pilate's response was, wasn't it? Again, you notice verse 38, after this whole conversation between Jesus and Pilate, notice Pilate's question was, what is truth?(...) Pilate continued to question, he continued to doubt,

(...)

but he asked this question and then he walks away.

(...)

You'll notice the conversation ends,(...) seemingly without an answer, but not because Jesus lacked an answer, but because Pilate was unwilling to listen.(...) You remember that group, there's the two different groups, those who are of the truth and not of the truth, Pilate fell into the people who are not of the truth because he did not hear, he did not listen, he did not respond to Jesus' voice from submission. You(...) think about the tragedy of this moment and what's happening here is Pilate asks this great question, what is truth?

(...)

Again, as he's standing before the answer,

(...)

before the word that became flesh, before the Son of God here on earth, before the King of Kings, before truth revealed in a person, he asked this question and he turns away.(...) You(...) see, truth is often rejected, but truth is also often rejected because submission often has a cost.

(...)

You think about Pilate's problem was not an insufficient amount of evidence, was it? Over and over again, you see throughout this context, this idea that Pilate knew Jesus was innocent. Pilate's looking for a way to release Jesus, he knows that Jesus isn't guilty

(...)

and he ultimately delivers him to be crucified, why?

(...)

Because submission has a cost. If Pilate were to respond to Jesus being the truth in submission, it would have threatened his position, it would have threatened his political standing, it would have threatened his security, it would have threatened the peace that he was trying to keep.

(...)

There would have been so much that it would have cost him,(...) but it was easier for Pilate to choose self-preservation over submission.

(...)

Submission would have required him to give up something. It would have required a cost.

(...)

I think about back in 2000,

(...)

I say I think, not that I was alive during 2000, but anyways, I've seen the article back from 2000

(...)

when Netflix was just an up and coming service that was being offered and they were really struggling to get along and to continue their business because Blockbuster was such a large company, they couldn't get any business and so they went to Blockbuster and they offered to sell Netflix to Blockbuster for about 50 million, which to us sounds like a lot, but to them was pretty much nothing.

(...)

Well, Blockbuster wasn't interested at all. At the time they had thousands of stores, they had millions of customers and they seemed unstoppable and so they thought Netflix was insignificant.

(...)

So they rejected the offer(...) because if they had taken the offer to buy Netflix, it meant everything, their whole business model had to change. It meant that they weren't gonna have stores the way they did, they weren't gonna rent movies the way they did, they would have to change completely the way that they ran their business and accept the fact that the culture and reality was moving to streaming into other ways and they weren't willing to do it. And years later, Netflix has now become one of the most dominant entertainment companies of the world and Blockbuster filed for bankruptcy.

(...)

Their problem was not a lack of evidence, their problem(...) was that embracing the truth would have required change.

(...)

It sounds a lot like Pilate, doesn't it?

(...)

Pilate wasn't lacking information.(...) He knew Jesus was innocent, but accepting the truth would have cost him something.

(...)

I wonder how many times in my life have I done the same thing as Pilate?

(...)

How many times do we talk about God? Do we debate theology? Do we talk about religion? That we're here every time the doors are open and I sit in my same seat and I ask all the right questions and have all the right answers in class. There's not a lack or an unavailability of the knowledge of the truth in our lives.

(...)

But how many times has there been a lack of submission?

(...)

How many times has there been an overwhelming amount of truth and evidence,(...) but if I submit to it, it might cost me something.

(...)

It might cost me my popularity or my acceptance or my comfort or a career opportunity or a relationship. It might cost me my personal ambitions.(...) It becomes easy to reject Christ because obedience and submission is costly.

(...)

Jesus is worthy of submission regardless of the cost.

(...)

The question is, are we willing to bow before him, to submit to him, to submit to truth?

(...)

Will we reject truth and walk away just as Pilate did?

(...)

You see, Jesus is the truth that we must submit to.

(...)

Pilate's question still echoes just as true today, doesn't it? What is truth?

(...)

John chapter 18 reveals that this isn't the ultimate question. Truth was standing right in front of Pilate.

(...)

The ultimate question that each of us need to wrestle with this evening is what will you do with Jesus?

(...)

John chapter 18, verses 33 through 38, the Bible teaches us about truth, that truth is revealed by God and Jesus Christ. The truth demands a response.(...) And that rejection is often that response. But ultimately what we see

(...)

is that Jesus is the truth we must submit to.(...) Jesus is the truth that we will be judged by. Truth is not, as the world would tell us, objective. It's not a moving target.(...) The Bible tells us that Jesus is truth and we must submit to him.

(...)

The question is, are we?

(...)

Is there an area in our lives where I know the truth? I know what Jesus would have us to do,

(...)

but I'm not willing to listen.

(...)

Are we following culture and our feelings or personal preference to determine our truth rather than Jesus? Pilate stood before Jesus and he walked away.

(...)

I pray that we don't make the same mistake as Pilate,

(...)

that as we go throughout our lives, as we begin to create morals and make decisions and make habits for ourselves, as we determine how we're gonna live our lives, I pray that we seek Jesus for our truth. The way that he lived, the things that he taught, the way that the rest of scripture teaches us to live like he lived,(...) that that's where we find our truth. But not only do we find our truth in Jesus, but let's be willing to submit to him.(...) Rather than wanting to submit to what we think is truth or our own opinions, let's be willing to submit to the standard of truth that he set before us.

(...)

In 1986,(...) April of 1986, a reactor exploded at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the Soviet Union.(...) Immediately after the explosion, the officials began to try and kind of quiet things down. They wanted to control the narrative. They didn't want people to know about it. And so they tried to minimize the reports and all the things that they could do.

(...)

There was one problem and that was that the radiation from the explosion didn't care about the narrative they tried to control. As the radiation began to spread and spread throughout the region, eventually truth became impossible to hide.

(...)

And one writer wrote to summarize the lesson that we learned from this, he said, "Every lie incurs a debt to truth, "and sooner or later that debt is paid."

(...)

Pilate stood before Jesus and he tried to avoid truth. He questioned it, he dismissed it, he walked away from it, but Jesus was still king.(...) Jesus was still truth and Pilate's reaction didn't change that reality.

(...)

Neither will ours.

(...)

That's where John 18 leaves us this evening. The question is ultimately, what will you do with Jesus? Will we submit to truth, submit to Jesus in our life, or will we walk away asking what truth is, blinded by our own desires? I pray that we all can leave this evening understanding and knowing that Jesus is the truth that we must submit to. Let's close in a prayer.

(...)

Most gracious and loving, Heavenly Father, we are grateful for the time that we've had to open up your word this evening. We're grateful for you giving us truth in your word, that you giving us truth through Jesus and the life that he lived, and that embodied through his words that we can read from scripture. We pray that you would help us to look for truth in Jesus, that you would help us to ultimately submit to the truth that we find in Jesus and live our lives for you every day. We're grateful for the sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross to earn such a right to demand the submission that he has from us. And pray that you would help us to live in a way that reflects that, in a way that can honor that every day. It's through his name that we pray, amen.
