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What Does the Bible Say About – Stewardship

I was here last summer and just happened to be the week that West Kentucky Youth Camp was hosting which meant there were like 60 people from this congregation that were all up there. So it was a little more sparse for that week, so I'm glad to-- that was the one thing when I had the opportunity. I thought, just make sure I'm not on Stands Week and we'll be just fine.

(...)

But that was a cool time as well. As we think about stewardship tonight, we'll kind of get right into it because I was myself a couple of minutes late getting in here because my-- I have two boys right now.

(...)

My(...) biological son is five years old. He just turned five. His name is Drew. Drew will be up here in just a little bit. He threw a screaming, crying fit right before class, and I think everybody was going, oh, he doesn't like Bible class. No, he's so mad that he's not able to come and lead singing right now, and we have Bible class first. So I said, I promise, it'll switch just very quickly.(...) The other boy that I have right now is Kamari. Kamari is a foster child. He's four, and he is awesome. And so the two of them are real wild. So(...) bear with us, and they will make themselves at home, I guarantee. My wife would love to be with us, but she had her gallbladder taken out this morning.(...) So she is not conscious right now, I don't think.(...) But we are--(...) regardless, the ones of us who can make it are happy to be here, and thank you all for welcoming us. As we think about stewardship, I want us to set somewhat of a working definition to start out, what does the Bible say about stewardship? Well,(...) let's sort of roll this into what we're going to be talking about. Stewardship for tonight is going to be the idea of managing God's resources. And so what does the Bible say about stewardship in the concept of us managing God's resources? Well, 1 Peter 4 and verse 10 says, "Each one of you has received a special gift. Employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." So to the gifts that they had, he said, hey, these things that you've specifically been given-- again, a little bit different than what we have today. But in the way that God has given you these gifts, use them to serve one another. And then he relates it to grace. Use these gifts that you have to benefit the people around you. Don't use them selfishly. What does that not mean? Our preacher back home, Chris Kemp, loves to talk about, well, what does this not mean? Don't use them selfishly. Don't use them for selfish games. Certainly don't use them for any sort of an evil or a sinful way. But use these to benefit those around you. Use these gifts to benefit one another. Have you ever been in a situation where you're an obvious steward of something? I had to think about that. Obviously, we're talking about how can we be stewards, but a different and unique way. And the first thing that came to my mind was Merle Fitzgerald. Does anybody know who Merle Fitzgerald-- he's passed away now. Does anybody know the name Merle Fitzgerald?

(...)

He(...) started Arrowhead Camper Sales in Mayfield there, was an elder at Northside for years, and I have been very well taken care of. My first summer-- before I got married, my first summer at Northside, I stayed in Merle's house. My best friends there are all his family. So(...) Merle called me when the first tornado hit Mayfield. I don't know how many of you-- when we think of the Mayfield tornado, we think of 21.(...) But back in 2015 or 2016, whatever it may have been, there was another tornado that was not near as damaging that hit Mayfield. And Merle called me, and he said, hey, I've got a chainsaw. Come over and get it. He said, I know you're going out with Colin. He said, y'all come over. I've got a chainsaw. It's all ready to go. I cannot go out and do that work, but come get this chainsaw. And when I went to get the chainsaw, he handed me-- oh, man, they don't want me saying this. I don't care. He handed me $1,000 in cash. And the one who was with me as well got some money, and he said, I'm not going to be around these people tonight right now. I can't get to the places and do the things that you're going to do. Give this to the people who need it.

(...)

And nobody had ever done something like that before. I've never-- that was not the first time Merle did that specifically with me. But I had never been in an experience like that. And I've always heard when you're spending money-- when I'm spending church money, one of our elders says, well, Tyler, spend it like it was yours.

(...)

That's not quite as intimidating. But specifically, when Merle handed me that money,

(...)

I remember thinking, this is intimidating. I need to be looking very-- I have two hours until dark, and I need to get rid of this money before dark. And so you start becoming a much more giving person. Well, there's not a committee here. There's not some long-term plan. This is you need to be extremely generous in the next two hours and go. Now, you need to be somewhat discerning in your generosity. You need to make sure that this is going to go well. You need to decide, do I need to give this all to the first person that I see? Or do I need to think about this and try to distribute it out to the few places that will go? What if that's my plan and then I only go to one place? Or what if I go to the first place, give all the money, and then realize the second place would maybe have used it a lot more?

(...)

When we start thinking about this-- and I don't know if it's more-- maybe when it's your money, you think about it that way. But when I was handed that money and given that opportunity, I had never been given that sort of free reign before. I've never been around someone, maybe who entrusted me like that.

(...)

And I appreciated a little bit more what stewardship meant in that moment, to manage or to be in charge of someone else's resources.

(...)

So when we think about stewardship in our life and God's resources, the first question we need to ask is, what are these resources that we've been given to manage? If we're managers of God's resources, then what are we talking about here? And my first illustration goes to where we probably need to start our thought process-- money. When we think about stewardship, the first place we need to think is money. I'm going to challenge you by the end of this to think of something that maybe you've never thought of when you consider stewardship. But I don't want to gloss over money and think, oh, yeah, money. We should be stewards of money now, obviously, now move on. No, money is probably one of the most important things for us to really start with. Because if we can't be good stewards of our money, then we're probably not going to be good stewards of anything else.

(...)

Matthew 25. And you can read it. For time's sake, I'm not going to. But in Matthew 25, we have the parable of the talents. So we're going to kind of walk through this. There's a man who has three workers. And he's going to go away for a time. And so he gives these guys some money. Now, a talent was a lot of money. But I don't mind the idea that we think of talents as abilities and gifts. And so a talent was a lot of money. And so to one man, he gives five talents. To the other man, he gives two talents. And to the third man, he gives one talent. And we have that detail that these guys were given according to their abilities, according to what they could handle. He didn't give somebody more than they could realistically be responsible with. If(...) that night of the tornado, Merle had said, Tyler, here is $200,000 in cash. I would have said, I really don't feel comfortable here. Right?

(...)

These guys are given what they can handle. But they're given enough to challenge them, obviously enough to intimidate. Because we know the first man goes out. And while his master is away, he works, and he spends, and he gains. And he's able to turn that five talents into 10 talents. He doubles his money. The second man does the same. He turns his two and makes two more. So he has four talents. The third man is intimidated by this, knows his master to be a hard man. And he is already preparing his defense by the time he starts digging the hole. And he digs the hole, and he puts the money in the hole, and he buries it. And when the man comes back, all of them collect their money. The two go, and they gather their money that they've made. The other one goes, and he digs up the hole.

(...)

And the first two are praised. That's wonderful. And they get that money back.

(...)

And by the time it comes to the third one, he gives his excuse. Oh, I knew you would be a hard man sewing where you didn't reap and all these.(...) And so he says, here, I dug a hole. I put your money in it. Here, you have back what is yours.

(...)

The man's response is, what(...) are you doing?

(...)

This was a waste of time and money. To be honest, you could have put it in the bank, and I would have at least received interest. He has then ripped that money out of his hand, is given to the one who has 10. And he is referred to as a wicked and lazy servant,(...) thrown out into that place of outer darkness where there will be those two terrible things weeping and gnashing of teeth.

(...)

Stewardship.

(...)

Okay, we need to do what we can with what we have where we are. When it comes to our money, we do not want to be considered wicked and lazy servants not doing anything with it. We don't want to be somebody who has said, listen, I was so afraid I would miss spend your money or miss give your money that I decided to do nothing. I just held onto it, and in the end, here, you have what is yours.

(...)

We don't really need to give to those people. They're just gonna use it on drugs, don't you know it? Oh, they're just gonna go get high with that money. Oh, they don't really have need. They drive a car that's nicer than mine. All those people who are sitting and begging, don't you know that's just a job for them? They make more money than you and I do. You heard this before.

(...)

And I don't know how guilty we may have been of thinking it or saying it or struggling to give at whatever point, but the idea of being afraid to miss give money,

(...)

fearing us, giving us such fear that we decide we just won't give any,

(...)

will land us in the category of wicked and lazy.

(...)

It will land us in the category as far as our master is concerned with the stewardship category.(...) It'll land us in the area where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.

(...)

Let's be really, really careful that we're not afraid to miss give and then that land us in the spot where we don't give at all.

(...)

In 2 Corinthians 9 and verse 7, it gives a little bit more of the attitude that we should have. "Each one must do just as he has purpose in his heart, "not grudgingly or under compulsion, "for God loves a cheerful giver."(...) It shouldn't be something that we're afraid of. It shouldn't be something that makes us uncomfortable or anything else. It should be something that excites us. When we think of the opportunities that we have to give to others, to invest in others, to help others financially especially, when we think of the opportunities that we have to give to the church and the work that will come of it, the opportunities that we have to give to mission fields and the work that will come of it, of the places that the gospel will be able to reach because of the dollars that we can spend, it should excite us. It shouldn't feel like some obligation that I better do that or I'm gonna be in trouble.

(...)

God loves a cheerful giver.

(...)

We know the story of the widow's mites, right? She only gives two little copper coins and Jesus looking at all of the people who are giving all of this money, you can almost imagine this drum and the coins, ching, ching, ching, ching, ching, ching, and then she goes over and the little bit that she drops is almost not even making a noise. And Jesus tells the ones around him, she gave more than any of the rest of these here.

(...)

The heart is so important when it comes to us being good stewards.

(...)

Matthew chapter six and verse 21 says, where your treasure is there your heart will be also.

(...)

And we very quickly see how being a good steward goes hand in hand with a cheerful giver.

(...)

A cheerful giver doesn't have to convince themselves to give. A cheerful giver has to slow down and make sure that they're able to do what they need to do because there's just so many wonderful opportunities to give. We have to remind ourselves sometimes to be disciplined to not give too much. That sounds more like a cheerful giver.

(...)

And so when we think about the idea of a steward and money,

(...)

where your treasure is there your heart will be also,

(...)

maybe you've been in the position that I have, where you say, you know, I want this to be genuine. I want to be a cheerful giver. I want my heart to be in a place where I am genuinely excited for these ministries, where I am genuinely desiring, as soon as I get this money, all I want to do, or to be honest, anything in the Christian walk,(...) if you and I see that our heart is not in it but we want our heart to be somewhere,

(...)

we have somewhat of a blueprint here,

(...)

where your treasure is there your heart will be also. If you find your heart not in the place you want it to be, then put your treasure there.

(...)

If you don't feel a genuine connection to some of this, then start putting money into it. Start investing into something that you know your heart needs to be a part of and your heart will follow. Because if it's not genuine and you start putting dollars into it, what are you going to do? You're going to start watching it, aren't you? You're going to start,

(...)

and there's so many different opportunities, there's things that we could talk about.

(...)

But I think about the kids at New Pathways. The children at New Pathways all go to CCA. All of them go on scholarship and it's from individual sponsorships from individual families.(...) Some of the families at Northside sponsor those kids and do you know what they all have on their refrigerators? A picture of those children that they sponsor.(...) And when we go out and we do devotionals out at New Pathways, they want to meet those kids because they want to see how they are. They want to get to know them. They want to hear how they're succeeding. They want to hear when they go off and they go off to college. They want to continue to hear what is it that I can do for you? They want to get invested in those stories and suddenly, I don't know if their heart started there, but when you invest in that, you're going to watch those ministries more closely and suddenly you're going to find yourself cheering for them and getting excited and all of a sudden, you're talking to other people about being a part of this.

(...)

I want us to think about stewardship more than money, but if we can't start with our money, then it will never get past money. So why waste my breath tonight?

(...)

Be good stewards of God's money.(...) Make sure that where our heart is, our treasure will follow(...) and be cheerful givers.

(...)

If we think about the story of the Good Samaritan and 14 minutes, all right, let's talk about the story of the Good Samaritan. I want to read it. It's too good. In Luke chapter 10, we're going to start in verse 30, the story of the Good Samaritan and I want you to think about all of the different things that he stewarded, all of the different things that this man gave in this story that we would consider him to be a good steward of. Starting in verse 30, Jesus replied and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and he fell among robbers and they stripped him and beat him and went away leaving him half dead. And by chance a priest was going down on that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise, a Levite also, when he came to the place where he saw him, he passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan who was on a journey came upon him and when he saw him, he felt compassion and came,(...) came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own beast and he brought him to an inn and took care of him. On the next day, he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, take care of him and whatever more you spend, I will return, when I return, I will repay you. Which of these do you think proved to be the neighbor of the man who fell into robbers hands?" And of course, the response is the one who(...) did all of these things, the one who showed mercy toward him.

(...)

What did this man become a good manager of regarding God's resources? Well, money, right?(...) I'm gonna bring you in, I'm gonna pay for you to be here and when I return, any more that this bill has gone up beyond the money that I leave, we're gonna pay for that. He's a good(...) steward of the money.

(...)

He's being a steward of the time(...) because he did not plan on this and this was not something that was short.

(...)

It's not something that was done quickly.

(...)

He has to take time to bandage his wounds and give him care on the road. He has to more slowly now walk him into town. He has to stop at the inn, find an inn, stop at the inn, make sure that an extra time is given to get him in a room and to talk to the manager and to make a plan.

(...)

He's giving up some time here.

(...)

If he's giving up time, then he's changing plans, isn't he? He's on a journey and I don't know if this is the midway point of the journey or whatever it may be, but he's changing plans because of the time that he is now giving. So he is being a steward of these plans. He's being a steward of his ride, right? He puts the man on his own beast, his own animal and allows him to ride it rather than himself. And then I've got comfort, not only literal physical comfort because now he's walking, but he's giving up peace of mind because he's going into a dangerous area and seeing somebody who has already fallen into some sort of a trap and he stops and delays in that trap a little while longer to take care of this guy to get him out of it.

(...)

There's a lot that falls under this category and we could probably continue to think more if we get a little bit creative. These are the most obvious ones that kind of jump off the page to me.

(...)

Simply to suggest being a good steward is not just about money.(...) Bible stewardship is not just about dollars that we put in a plate on Sunday.(...) It's about a lot more. And even in one situation where one hurdle is presented, where one opportunity is presented, there are so many different things that need to be stewarded(...) to take good care of whatever opportunity presents itself.(...) And so where this guy takes care of money and time and plans and ride and comfort, what's wild is that somebody else not looking at that scene very well will say, "This guy's not a very good steward of his time. "He was late wherever he was going. "This guy isn't a very good steward of his plans. "He broke the plans that I had with him "because he was doing something else. "I don't know what he's doing. "He didn't text me." I imagine that. "But he didn't show up where we were supposed to show up, "when we were supposed to show up."

(...)

Other people would probably look at this and say, "This guy's not being very responsible."

(...)

Thank goodness other people are not the judge, amen.

(...)

The last person that I want us to look at, and we really have to go fast, I'm so sorry.(...) I want us to talk about Joseph. If you want to read along, we're gonna just hit a couple of bullet points. We're going to Genesis 37 is where we'll start.

(...)

What happened to Joseph?

(...)

Well, Genesis 37 and verse 23 and four. "So it came about when Joseph reached his brothers "that they stripped him of his tunic, the very colored," that's gotta be multi-colored, New American Standard, come on, "the multi-colored tunic or coat that was on him "and they took him and threw him into the pit. "Now the pit was empty without any water in it. "Jump down to verse 28, "some Midianite traders passed by, "so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph up out of the pit

(...)

"and sold him to the Ishmaelites for 20 shekels of Cilder." That's not very much. "Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt." If you will, jump on all the way to chapter 39 and verse 19.

(...)

"Now when his master heard the words of his wife, "which she spoke to him, "saying, this is what your slave did to me, "this is when Potiphar's wife accuses Joseph of rape,(...) "when he is trying to flee from her,(...) his anger burned. "So Joseph's master took him and put him into the jail, "the place where the king's prisoners were confined, "and he was there in the jail." And then verse 23 of chapter 40.(...) After he has shared a couple of interpretations of the dreams, he says, "Remember me when you guys get out, "Cupbearer and Baker. "When you get out and when you get back into a situation "where maybe in Pharaoh's house, "you can(...) tell him who I am, you can help me get out of here."

(...)

Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.

(...)

Now eventually he gets out, eventually he gets into Pharaoh's house, eventually he makes his way all the way to second in command over all of Egypt, the right hand man of Pharaoh, and eventually he is able to give preference to the Israelites through those seven years of famine after the seven years of plenty that he helped to orchestrate(...) excess for,(...) and he's able to take care of the people. He's able to reunite with his brothers, he's able to see his father again, he's able to move them close to the...

(...)

What amazing things Joseph is able to do. Joseph, who becomes one of the heroes of Israelite history.

(...)

That he would have never been able to do if his brothers didn't become jealous of him and throw him in a pit.

(...)

If they didn't get their hatred to the point where they are ready to kill him, and somebody speaks up and says, "Hey, let's just sell him." So they sell him off cheap as a slave.

(...)

Where he works his way up and finds some amount of success and respect here,

(...)

and the wife of the master decides she's going to throw herself at him.

(...)

And when he rejects that, when he tries to be the right man that he should,(...) he's accused of rape and thrown in jail.

(...)

Where he continues to get respect and find opportunities and then is forgotten. And over and over and over again, these terrible things are happening to Joseph.

(...)

The 50-20 principle as I've heard it is Genesis chapter 50 and verse 20. You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good is what he says to his brothers when they finally see him. When they're afraid that he's about to kill them, not realizing that thank goodness he was the one who were given all these opportunities. None of the rest of them would have made it past,

(...)

Potiphar's house I suppose.(...) But because he is thrown into all of these terrible situations over and over again, he's able to somehow fall upward, I think we call that Providence,

(...)

and be in this position to help them in the long run.

(...)

You and I, as we consider what it is that we're supposed to steward, we need to steward the bad things of life.

(...)

Trials and difficulties are to be treated as resources for us to be good stewards of. James chapter one verses two and three. Consider it all joy my brethren when you encounter various trials knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. See we get to see the true character of people in our trials and difficulties, so be good stewards of those moments. For a moment I want you to think in this congregation or in your life, think of a Christian that has been an absolute top notch example to you.(...) Don't think of any specific category. When you think of someone that you want to be like, who comes to mind, don't say it out loud.

(...)

Now if you know anything about their life, tell me did they have an easy life?

(...)

That doesn't usually make strong Christians does it?

(...)

No, it's probably somebody who is a good steward of all of the trials that they went through. It was probably somebody, when you're in a bad way and somebody comes and helps you, is it because they've never been through something difficult? No, it's probably because they encountered some sort of grief and instead of just cursing God and dying like Job's wife would suggest, they decide they're going to be a good steward of this, not that in the moment they think, well, you better go teach a Bible class about this. No, that's not what this is about.

(...)

But saying faithful to God and trusting Him and letting Him use these terrible, awful times in our life, letting Him use the times that we feel farthest from Him or most forgotten(...) will put us in a place

(...)

where we can help others.

(...)

Will put us in a place where we can develop character to be something different. Will put faith with endurance into our lives. We're so familiar with Romans 8.28. We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him, to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

(...)

Boy, I'd like to spend more time on it, but I've been told I have four minutes till a rampage comes down the stairs.

(...)

And my boys will be leading it. But(...) I want us to consider, when we think about stewardship, it's not just about money, and it's not just about even the good things in our life. What do we need to steward? Oh, we need to steward our free time and we need to steward our excess money and we need to steward our best friendships and our relationships, and we need to be a good steward of all of these wonderful blessings, right?

(...)

My wife and I were having a, we were having a pity party the other day, to be honest, and we said, all right, we need to count some blessings. We have never, ever done that. And we had to literally just stop in the middle of it and start counting blessings.(...) And it felt really cheesy when I said it out loud, and by the end of it, we were crying and hugging and praying.

(...)

Man, maybe it's worth it.

(...)

But some of the greatest blessings that we have had in our life, some of the things that have made us and put us in a situation that we are so happy and stronger Christians today are things that we begged God not to do,(...) things that we begged God to save us from, things that we begged God to remove from our lives, yet He used those instead. And because we(...) just happened to be there,(...) it is amazing what He's done through those. And I would never, ever ask now that He take those things away.

(...)

You've seen that same thing.

(...)

Instead of trying to list all these resources that God has given us to manage and figure out, okay, what exactly is our resource list that we can pull from? Maybe we just need to figure out, is there anything in our life that we're keeping from God? Very simply, is there any resource in my life? Is there any part of my life, anything in my life that is for me and against God?(...) Because not every single thing we're going to be able to directly relate to ministering to God or being a steward of for God. So is there anything that conflicts with His will? When we're managing God's resources, we need to remember that that means that they are to be used for His goals specifically, right? That(...) manager in Matthew 25 wanted to make money.

(...)

Those men could have gone out and helped their community and he could have gone back, he said, "Listen, we don't have any money for you, but there is a wonderful food pantry that we have set up and we're poor now, but this food pantry is amazing." And that would have been a great thing to do, except that that's not what their manager, their master set out for them to do. What was their goal to make money?

(...)

That is not the goal that God has given us.

(...)

He even says, "You could have put money in the bank and I could have got it back with interest. That would have at least been something more in my pocket."(...) Colossians 3.23 says, "Whatever you do, work heartily as for the Lord and not for men." It is amazing how our priorities can change when we remember we are doing this for God. The people around us will be blessed by it when we stop trying to work for them and remind ourselves to work for Him.

(...)

The final thing is take inventory.(...) Remember your good, your bad, your favorite, your only one, your most disappointing, and whatever else I may not have suggested tonight.

(...)

All of that is God's and all of them are a gift, even when they feel like a curse.

(...)

Let that be something that God can use and you may not realize how He's going to use it. Most of the time we don't till well after

(...)

and be good stewards of all of these things that we can manage as God's resources. And when you are having a pity party, take some time and count blessings. Let's have a quick prayer. Heavenly Father, we love you so much. Lord, thank you for loving us and blessing us like you have. Please help us, give us everything we need to be good stewards. In Jesus' name, amen.(...) Thank you all.
