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living a transformed life not only should result in a better life eternally in heaven(...) but also here on earth.(...) Now let me just kind of I want to kind of clean that up. I'm not saying that(...) everybody that trusts in Jesus that your(...) life will be easy, won't be any trials and tribulations. There will be.

(...)

Jesus said in Matthew 16 24(...) if anyone would come after me let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. So we're going to have to take up our cross if we're going to be a follower of Jesus.(...) Well somebody get 2 Corinthians(...) chapter 11 and read 20 verses 24 through 28.

So obviously we live in a fallen world and we're going to go through hardships. I mean when you're reading through that it's hard to imagine hardly going in any more hardship than what Paul endured. But I do think in spite of the hardships that a transformed life(...) will save us from the destructive habits(...) and will give us peace, joy, purpose, and hope.

(...)

Somebody find Mark Chapter 10,(...) Verse 28 to 31.

(...)

Mark Chapter 10, Verse 28 to 31.

So Peter speaking up here right after the rich young ruler(...) just was unwilling to give up all his wealth and so the disciples were saying, "Hey, we've given up everything to follow Jesus." It's kind of interesting in here. At the one point, Jesus says you're going to receive a hundred times, right? Which I don't know that's literal, but(...) you have that on the one hand, but you notice it also says along with persecutions. So there's going to be both going on there.

(...)

You know, another verse I think many of you would think of along this line is John 10, 10 where it says, "I have come."(...) Jesus says, "I have come that they may have life and they may have it more abundantly."

(...)

So this is the way I would interpret that. I don't think this verse is guaranteeing material wealth or good health, but rather inner peace, the comfort of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

(...)

And I think the fruit of the spirit is a direct result of living this abundant life.

(...)

So one other one I want to kind of,(...) if we think about the beat attitudes. So(...) let's say go to Matthew five.

(...)

And for instance, verse four(...) says, "Blessed are those who mourn,(...) for they will be comforted."

(...)

Now I'm not a Greek scholar by any stretch of the imagination, but I can(...) Google it and see what it(...) shows. And from what I found out,(...) you could actually replace blessed with the good life.

(...)

So you could say the good life is those that mourn, which doesn't seem to make a lot of sense, does it?(...) Or maybe you would interpret it as(...) God's blessings and favor is on those who have godly sorrow over sin.

(...)

But in any effect, Jesus and Paul here are both teaching counter cultural(...) attitudes.

(...)

Being humble was completely against what the society was built upon at that point in time.

you know, you think of our heroes just in society, celebrities, athletes or whatever.

(...)

But what does God really desire? I put down humility, repentance, compassion,(...) and fully trusting in God's mercy.

(...)

So that is counter cultural, isn't it, to what most people(...) kind of think about when they think of the good life.

And I do think also(...) by living the way that God and Jesus are prescribing, that's going to keep us(...) from doing some bad habits(...) that would cause self-inflicted(...) problems too. But we're definitely not suggesting,(...) you know, that it's a prosperity type doctrine by any means. But we're suggesting that it's the better(...) way to live your life.

(...)

In Romans, I want to look at one more scripture kind of before Romans 12, just to kind of set this up as we go forward. And this is Romans chapter 6,(...) starting at verse 16.

(...)

I'm going to read 16 and 17.

(...)

It says, "Don't you know that when you offer yourself to someone as obedient slaves, you're slaves of the one you obey, whether to sin, which leads to death,(...) or to obedience, which leads to righteousness. But thanks be to God that though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance."

(...)

So the first part up there,(...) you know, you basically boil it down. All of us are going to serve a master. We're either serving the world(...) or we're serving God.(...) And if we're not proactively serving God, we're serving the world. So we're all making a choice one way or another. And then(...) that second part is where we obey from the heart. Throughout the Bible and Romans, we're going to look at this heart. God wants our heart. And we're going to(...) dive more into that(...) just in a few minutes. But that heart is so important.

(...)

So now tonight,(...) we've got a quarter to cover a chapter. We're just taking little segments at a time. So the first, is anybody there Romans 12, just read like the first two verses.

We're going to break down a lot of this as we go along. But tonight, I'm going to just start with something you might not pick out. It's that word urge,(...) which can be defined as exhort, appeal, encourage.

(...)

So Paul is choosing here persuasion(...) over a direct command. Now we can find scriptures in the Bible, multiple,(...) where Paul does give direct commands. Now they're from God, but he's giving(...) direct commands. So(...) why do you think he doesn't(...) directly command us right here?

Which do you generally feel is more effective if you're trying to get something done?(...) Do you think it's more effective persuasion(...) or commands?

Now when I really thought about this, if you think about it in your day-to-day lives,

(...)

there are times, aren't there, where commands are the better option. You've got a small child getting ready to run across a busy road. It's not(...) persuasion at that point, is it? It's a direct command. There are(...) times where(...) you've got to have that demand or command.

(...)

But it does seem like from a long-term standpoint of changing ourselves, if we appeal more to the heart, more to persuasion,

(...)

it does seem(...) to last longer. So kind of going into the next question here, do you think God wants us to obey Him out of strict obedience(...) or out of love?

John 1415. I'll give you-- let's give a couple, two or three verses here that kind of--

(...)

talking a little bit about this. John 1415, if you love me,(...) keep my commands.

(...)

So what comes first? I love God first, right?

(...)

All right.

(...)

Galatians 5-6. Somebody look that up and read

Faith expressed through love, okay.

(...)

Romans 7-6, here's another one.

(...)

I'll read that. "But now by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit

(...)

and not in the old way of the written code."

(...)

So we're serving in the new way of(...) the Spirit.

(...)

1 John 5 verse 3(...) is another good verse along this line. It says, "In fact, this is love for God to keep His commands

(...)

and His commands are not burdensome."

(...)

So why are they not burdensome?

When we love somebody first, right, we don't-- it's a lot-- it doesn't feel like a burden. We want to do it. And so that's(...) why that comes first, to love God first.

(...)

Matthew 15(...) verses 7-- if(...) somebody will read this one. Matthew(...) chapter 7-- excuse me, chapter 15 verses 7 through 9.

Okay, so the Pharisees, they're just trying to keep the letter of the law, right? And so I think what we're getting here is-- it needs to go deeper in that. It's love. It's from the heart.

(...)

If Romans 13.10, for example, says, "Love does no harm to a neighbor,

(...)

therefore love is a fulfillment of the law."

(...)

So I would kind of interpret that saying true love goes beyond just following rules or avoiding bad behavior.

(...)

It actually seeks the well-being of others.

(...)

And for you Old Testament scholars out there, I think that might be some of the(...) Old Testament shortcomings, wasn't it? Where they were just trying to follow(...) the law, and they thought they were justified because they were trying to follow the law, but their hearts(...) wasn't in it.

(...)

Now here's my kind of summary, and this would be where I would ask for feedback if you agree with this or not, but my kind of summary of this right here would be obedience without love(...) can become legalism(...) while love without obedience is not genuine love.(...) Do we agree with that?(...) Is that biblically? Okay.

One thing's kind of hit me. I found kind of a parallel.

(...)

If(...) you look in Romans 12, we're talking about the transformation.

(...)

Somebody go to Hebrews chapter 8

and read verses 8 through 12.

(...) God's going to put a new heart in us, and that's actually mentioned twice in the Old Testament at least. You all might find other. I think this Hebrews is coming from Jeremiah 31, where it's basically quoting that.

(...)

You'll also see about the new heart in Ezekiel 36, 26.

(...)

So I think, and you all tell me if I'm off here, that(...) the Hebrews, talking about this new heart, is going hand in hand with the transformation(...) of Romans 12. I think the Hebrews 8, these verses promise that God will move His laws from external stone tablets directly into our hearts.(...) And then Romans explains how this happens by our renewing of the mind.

(...)

And so our role in that is shift our focus from the world's mode and let God rewrite our thinking patterns.

(...)

Offering our bodies a living sacrifice as a result of a mind that has begun to see more clearly with the new eyes that God has given us.

(...)

Now here's a sequence,(...) and I may have this off, so you all check me(...) of kind of how this goes, but(...) of how this transformation process goes. And if I'm off, let me know and we'll go back over it. But I think in the first 11 chapters, we find out about God's mercy. So I think it(...) starts with God's mercy. That's the first thing.

(...)

And then we(...) act as a living sacrifice because of God's mercy.

(...)

We renew our mind,(...) and we'll talk about how that takes place. We are transformed, and then ultimately our outward living and our fruit comes from this.

(...)

So if that is true,(...) this is another statement I put down here. Greg, you'll have to tell me if I'm wrong on this. I put that when we're talking about the motivation for living the transformed life, I put God's mercy is the fuel,(...) not the reward.

(...)

We're not earning God's mercy.

(...)

It's the fuel. We should be so thankful and grateful for it. That's the way I'm reading through that. Somebody sees it differently, let me know. But that's the way I see it.

So next week, we're going to be looking at(...) living sacrifice. How are we living sacrifice? We've got two or three minutes. So this is just kind of a summary of(...) chapter 12 that I put down from a relationship standpoint. And so you have five different relationships in 12.

(...)

In verse 1,(...) the first one is our relationship with God.

(...)

And we see that in verse 1 where it says, "Because of God's mercy."

(...)

And so because of that, then we should offer our bodies a living sacrifice.

(...)

The second relationship is with the world.

(...)

And this is in verse 2, "We are not to conform(...) to the sinful ways of the world,

(...)

not to fit the world's mode."

(...)

Third would(...) be relationship with myself or ourselves.(...) You can see that in verses 3 through 8. And a couple, if you look in verse 3, it says, "Not to think too highly of ourselves."(...) And then verse 6, it says, "We all have gifts to be used." So we need to find our gifts and use our gifts.

(...)

The fourth relationship is our relationship with believers. And we find this in verses 9 through 13.

(...)

In verse 10, it says, "Be devoted to one another in love." And it says, "Honor one another above yourselves."

(...)

And then finally, we have a relationship with non-believers or enemies.

(...)

That's verses 14 through 21.

(...)

Verse 14 says, "Bless those who purchase cute you." That's not easy, is it? And then verse 17 says,(...) "Don't look for revenge. Do not repay anyone evil for evil."

(...)

So those are five relationships that you'll find as we go throughout this chapter. Again, next week, we're just going to be focusing primarily(...) on how do we become and what's the process of being a living sacrifice.(...) Thank you. Any questions as
