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E VICTORIGUS AUSTRALIAN DANVIS
Cup team that returned from the wpset
win over Switzerland in Februarny has
green the national squad a detincthy Victonan
taste, ane which is likely to become the
flawour of choice in coming ties
It seems that captain John Fiizgerald
himsel a bong=time resident of Melbourne
= wiill mot hawve to cast his Davis Cup met foo
windde Do produce 3 teasm wortky of adding s
mame to Australia's rich history n the revered
team event. All four members of the team
that defeated the Swits 3=2 in Geneva ane
Methourne-raised and domiciled
iChris Guecione, who sealed the first-round
result in the BiIFEh rulbsber, s Melbowurne boim
and bred, Peter Lusciak moaved there from
Podand a5 & young child, Wayne Arthurs,
.i:l"ll:-Jl;rl Doen en Hdelasde, calls Melbowmne
one al kis homes and Paul Hanley grew up in

the morthern suburh of Freston.
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The shape of Australia's fulure & the
“Big \W*, 50 what more switable venue than
Eoayong, (ke spintual hame of temnis in
Wictonea, io take on Belangs.

*It would be fantastic to play in the
guarter-final in Melboumne, my home town,
whith all my famiby and friends to support
me," Guotione says. "Twe played at Kooyong
ance, in the Kooyong Classic. | played Rainer
Sehsettler, but don™ have fond memones as
I lost badly. Hopefully, if | get on there again
I can do & bit belter.

Luczak can afford to be a il mbre mishy-
eyed about his past visit to Kooyong and the
potential for mose.

"It woild be magrificent,” he Says. “The
first time | went (o the fustralian Open,

It was at ':l:l-:l'fl:-"ll] II.":'|' a0 took mee, amd |
WS only aboutl four oF feve. | remember 3
malch between Helena Sukova and Martina

Mavratibova, although | dos't remember wha

Arthurs (beft) and Hamnlery talk Eacts during thedr ¥ictory in the doubles mubber apainst Switzerland
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Australian captain Fitzgerld {right) encourages Luczak durisg his first rubber win in Geneva

wion. It was fantastic, | remember my Siiler
got really mad because | got out of school and
e didn't.”

Making the mast of his opporiundties 15 the
key now for Luczak

“The last tie (in Geneva) was my firsk fve
rubber. | think it 15 probably easier o play
away because the expectations are not as
hégh ard If you lose, you dont feel a5 though
youa ang letiing as many peope dow n,” he says

“There is added pressure ab home; you feel
liloe wou e playing for everpore. There woukd
b msuich mane pressune, bt it would be an
unbelievable experience.”

Suwch is Luczak's laid-back nature that he
wiars b ppey 0o condess he had nol nodiced the
Wictorian element in the squad

*| didnt even realise we were all fram
¥ictona, but 1t might help because we'we
gk stuff in common, ke we all Tollew footy
instead of nughy,” he said

The fact that the squad containg a guartel

of Melbwmians will not be lost on Lieylon
Hewrtt, whose passion for his home=town
team, the Adelaide Cromd, B a8 niense a5 his
own performasaces on @ court,

The dressing-room talk for this quarier-
fimal will not pest inclade tips on how o
tame Max Mirmy, it will also revodve aroumnd
the weekend’s AFL action, when Guetione™
Cats take on (Re Rangannos, Luc7ak s deimeed
Bombers vl Brishane and the Crows host the
Eaghes on Swnday afternoon

“Dibrviously, it is nice to have other
Melburnians and Victorians there,” Guocsone
said. *Its good to talk about footy. There i
always a bit of footy talk, and it's always good
to have the ather guys who like ooty nat
MUY, S0 you Can talk about it

b alsn good when you re in Melboume,
you've got a ot of people 1o tran with Snd
vou become a lot closer to them.”

Exposure to Australian foothall has given

these fernes plaseers a benchmane whene
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Luczak beads the feld dusing Davis Cup tmining in the sandhills st Rye

fitneds and dedesation are conoermed, if the
example of Hewitt is ;n'ﬂhing kry which
to judge. Like Pat Cash, the greatest Dawvis
iCup Wictorkan of the moderm era, Hewitt's
upbringing was steeped in foo0y

Bath Cash and Hewitt Snes played
Australian Rules at the highest level and their
s0ns hawve continwed their affiniiy with the
sport. Mow the ke of Guccione and Luczak
are attacking their work with the fervour
usually associated with a body-comtact, team

sport, Such is the nature of Davis Cup, which
allows the solitary players their chance to
Decome one part of a machine

Luczak was nothang less than farmidable
in the openng rubsber of the first=round tie
in Geneva, defeating Michael Lammer 1-6
6=3 6=0 6-1 with a devastating blend of
strength and placement. On the middle day,
Arthiers and Hanley, the experienced beft-nght
combination that reached the dowbles
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Temnis Masters Cup last season, celcbrated
their first Cup match together with a fowr-
521 win, grang the visitors a 2-1 lead. After
Luczak lost a close fourth rubber to Sanislas
Wawrinka, it was left to Guccione to rescue
the tie for Australia.

Buit it wias the attitude of the plxyers away
from the heat of battle that garmered them
praise from their camp and the locals alike.

Their work ethic, on the practice court
and in the habel gym, and thewr courbeous

manner bropght adminers and friends, just
a5 thew exploits in competition give hope to
Australiang, wh previously had modt af their
egqs in the Hewitt basket

Following Guociome’s three-set demalition
af Geonge Bastl, the caplain and vanous other
astute onlookers experienced wisians of the
tall beft-hander plying his wares to great profit
on the grass at Wimbledon,

ritrgerald claimed that the 20-year-ald

Guockone had slipped under the radar - na
medn feal Tor & redbead who 15 two mebnes
tall; and, as a Geelong supporter, “Gooch™ can
lentify with dashing redheads

But having close compatriots an the tour
has its drawhecks, 5 well, particularly for &
man 32 affable a4 Liscrak

*It & atways tough to play your mates,”
he said, "I always had trowble playing Scatt
Draper: His brother Mark coached wi both and
we travelled together for two wears, Although
you want to be competitive, you still want to
b a good bloke.®

Whie Luczak has made his way to the
Dhaeis Cup squad via Warsaw and California,
where he excelled in tennis st Fresna
State College, Guecione is a product of the
Aursiralian Institute of Sport's tennis program
i Melsowme, Leciak took the mone u.lin[linl;
road bt it suited his ambitions

"l did college tennis in the States for fowr
years, ihen came back (o Australia and played
Futures, Satellites, Challengers in 2001, he
sand. "I loved it; it was perfect for me
| wasn’t a top junior, 5o it gave me a chance
to smyprenee mry lennes, and get mentally and
physically stronger.

"% a big jump from juniors to seniors.

kelboarme's Guecione oelebaates his gie-
winning victory in the fifth nobber againg
Lwitzerland's George Bastl

You're still young kids, especially guys, 5o for me
it [eollege tennis] warked out perfecthy, and gave
me another four pears o work on my Glme.”

Fitzgerald's radar observation aside,
Guochone did oneate a blip in 2003 when he
reached the singles and doubles finaks of the
Wimbledon juniars.

The doubles combination of Hankey and
his left-handed partner Arthiars has brought
some much-needed experience and well-
honed craft 1o the squad. Under the quidance
of Todd ‘Woodbridge, the pair has made its
contribution quickly, particularly Arthurs, wha
mde his cup debul sn 1999,

"He beings a kot of expenence (o the team,”
Guccione said of his 35-year-old teammate,
*He has played a8 kot of Davis Cup and Paul,
althaugh he kasa't played a lat of Davs Cup, be
brings a lot of knowledge of the game, and the
doubles court, when he comes inte the tam.”

If theesre is one thing that Australian tenmis
players understand perfectly, it is that bonds
can be as valuable as abilities when it comes
o nartional duty. And omse well-plated fooly
talk doesn’t hurt, either, ®

PATRICK MILES OOVERS TEMMIS FOR THE
AUSTRALAN NEWSFAPER
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