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“TOBEBACK AT KOOYONG FORDAVISCUPIS A
BONUS FOR US. WE FEEL THIS VENUE GIVES US
THE BEST POSSIBLE CHANCE AGAINST WHAT
WILL LIKELY BE ASTRONG CZECH TEAM.”

Past successes provide powerful inspiration as the Australian
Davis Cup team targets a 29th victory in the world team event -
especially at Kooyong, that history is most profound of all.
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BY JEREMY STYLES

fthere'sone thing the
Australian Davis Cup team
will always have on its side,
it's history. The 28 world
team titles that the host
nation hasclaimed are
Just four below the US, the most
prolific champions of the world
team event. Great Britain, with
10 titles, is the only other nation
to hit double figures in its Davis
Cuptally.

It's at Kooyong Lawn Tennis
Clubthat Australia’s Davis Cup
history is most profound. While
Australia’s last outing to the
spiritual home of Australian
tennis ended in a World Group
first-round loss to the US in 2016,
the nation has also claimed some
of its most memorable Davis Cup
victories at Kooyong. Between
1946 and 2006, Australia claimed
nine of the 10 ties contested here.

One of the most important
performances was in 1983, when
a team comprising Pat Cash, John
Fitzgerald, Mark Edmondson and
Paul McMamee defeated Sweden
- led by the higherranked Mats
Wilander - in the final.

Australia secured another
Davis Cuptitle at Kooyong three
years later, again defeating
Sweden in the final. Cash
was the unquestionable hero
of that victory, defeating Stefan

Edberg13-1113-116-4 in his
opening rubber and recovering
from a two-sets deficit to
overcame Mikael Pernfors
and set upa 3-2 triumph lor
the host nat
It continued a fairy-tale run
for the 21-year-old Cash. who
in 1983 was the youngest man
tocompete ina Davis Cup final.
“Thisis a fantastic feeling,” said
the Victorian."In a way, thisis
my greatest moment in tennis.”
Meale Fraser, who'd achieved
his fourth Davis Cuptitle as
Australian captain, described
it asthe best performance he'd
witnessed by an Australian in the
competition. Cash, who would
goon towin Wimbledon the
following year, could only agree.
“That’s the best comeback
I've ever made.” he said. "He just
played amazing tennis in the first
two sets. | gutsed oul the match
better than I've ever done belfore”
Lleyton Hewitt was among
those who were inspired by
the two Davis Cup titles that
Australia claimed at the iconic
tennis venue. "To play Davis
Cup in Melbourne, the home of
tennisin Australia. at a clublike
Kooyong with so much tennis
history s a privilege,” said Hewill,
when the competition returned
there in 2016.

A SPIRITUAL HOME: The Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club has plaved host to
some of Australia’s most successiul Davis Cup moments. Lieyton
Hewitt and John Peers pushed the Byran brothers to five sets at the
mast recent Davis Cup encounter at the historic venua, while the 1986
Davis Cup team (below) cladmed the coveted title against Sweden,
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COUNTRY HERODES: Fans scramble for Pat Cash's
autograph at the Queens Tennis Club in Londen in
1986 (right), John Peers and Sam Groth talk tactics
on their way to victory over Slovakia in the Davis
Cup World Group Play-off in 2016, the Aussie team
remain in the World Group after a 3-0 whitewash
of the Slovakian beam in Sydney last year,

NICK KYRGIOS
& Coming off a breakthrough season
in which he claimed three career
titles and rose to world No.13, a

big 2017 seems likely for Kyrgios.
Adding to the 4-3 singles record
he's achieved in Davis Cup will

be a priority.

JORDAN THOMPSON

» Already 2017 is a career-best season
for Jordan Thompson, who reached
his first ATP quarterfinal in Brisbane
and won the doubles with Thanasi
Kokkinakls. The Sydneysider won his
first Australian Open match, over
Joao Sousa, in five sets.
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'V PERFECT START: The Australians
took a 2-0 bead against the Crech
Republic on day one in March 2015,
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toa strang for the Sam Grath and
Lieyton Hewitt pairing in 2015,

A
TEAM BOND: Team e Jaroslav Mayratil (left) with B TOUGH BATTLE: Adam Paviasek
the team taking on AllS in 2015 (I to ) Luuinagcnl. (far right) and Jiri Vesely wene

Jiri Vesely, Jan Mertfind Adam Paviasoi.






