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[bookmark: _Int_xWfndXhl]2027 marks the 60th anniversary of Milton Keynes, celebrating the city's remarkable journey from New Town to New City.

Milton Keynes 60 is a year-long celebration of the people, places and stories that have shaped our city over the last six decades. Through a dynamic and inclusive programme of activity, we will celebrate our cultural heritage and creativity, inspire civic pride, engage communities of all ages, and create a lasting legacy of increased participation and more diverse audiences as we build towards Milton Keynes' future cultural ambitions. 

We are seeking ambitious, creative and engaging projects that celebrate the city's unique story, connect communities, encourage participation and showcase the innovation, diversity and creativity that make Milton Keynes distinctive.

We want projects that range from grassroots community activity to large-scale cultural experiences, reaching people of all ages and backgrounds across the city. We encourage applicants to be bold, think differently, test new ideas, build new partnerships and create memorable experiences that leave a lasting impact beyond 2027.


MK60 Ambitions
Applications must contribute to at least ONE of the following ambitions:

Ambition 1: Celebrate Our Story
Celebrate Milton Keynes' unique journey from New Town to New City, sharing stories of the people, communities, heritage, innovation and ideas that have shaped the city over the past 60 years.

Ambition 2: Celebrate Our Communities
Champion the diversity, creativity and contribution of Milton Keynes' communities, ensuring residents from all backgrounds can see themselves reflected in the anniversary celebrations.

Ambition 3: Imagine What Comes Next
Create opportunities for residents to explore, shape and imagine the future of Milton Keynes, reinforcing the city's reputation as a place of innovation, ambition and possibility.



Project Fund Priorities
Applications must demonstrate how they will contribute to:

Priority 1: Community Participation
Engage residents and communities in meaningful ways, creating opportunities for people to take part, contribute and shape activity.

Priority 2: Children, Families and Young People
Provide inspiring opportunities for children, families and young people to participate, create, learn and celebrate as part of Milton Keynes 60.

Priority 3: Creativity and Innovation
Encourage new ideas, creative approaches and experimentation. We welcome projects that enable organisations, artists and communities to try something new, work differently and develop fresh partnerships.

Priority 4: Citywide Reach
Deliver activity that connects neighbourhoods, communities and audiences across Milton Keynes, from grassroots initiatives to major public events and celebrations.

Priority 5: Audience Growth and Legacy
Help grow, diversify and sustain audiences for arts, culture and heritage beyond 2027, creating a lasting cultural legacy for the city.

Priority 6: Pride in Place
Celebrate what makes Milton Keynes distinctive and strengthen civic pride by highlighting the city's people, places, achievements and future potential.

Applications must also clearly reference Milton Keynes’ 60th Birthday in 2027 and explain how the proposed project will contribute to the wider Milton Keynes 60 Programme.

Please send your completed application form to culture@milton-keynes.gov.uk to reach us by 12pm on Friday 2 October 2026.
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1. Please describe your proposed project (maximum 400 words). Include information about the activity, creative content, partnerships, locations and intended outcomes.
     

2. Please describe how your proposed project contributes to the Milton Keynes 60th ambitions and priorities (maximum 400 words). Please explain how your project will deliver against at least TWO priorities.
     

3. Please describe your project delivery plan, timeline and how you will secure match funding (cash and in-kind) (maximum 400 words). Include details of partnerships, confirmed and prospective funding sources, and key milestones.
     

4. How will you measure the success of your project and evaluate its impact? (maximum 300 words). Please outline your intended outcomes, success measures and evaluation approach.
     

5. Please describe how you will reach and engage audiences and identify your target audiences (maximum 400 words). We are particularly interested in how you will engage new and diverse audiences and encourage participation from communities who may not currently engage with cultural activity.
     

6. What are your estimated numbers/attendees for the project, by:
Adults 16+:      
Children and Young People 0 – 16:      
Volunteers:      

7. Please outline your approach to risk management, including details of insurance cover and how you will ensure the safety of the public, artists, participants, volunteers and staff involved in the project.
     

8. What is the location of your project activity? Please provide:
Venue/Location:      
Postcode:      
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