
Ankle Surgery Recovery: What To Expect After Your 
Procedure 
Hearing that you need ankle surgery can feel overwhelming at first. Whether your injury happened 
suddenly or developed over time from chronic pain and instability, it is completely normal to have 
questions about the recovery process. Many patients worry about discomfort, mobility limitations, and how 
long it will take to return to normal activities. 

At Summit Orthopaedics in Idaho Falls, we believe patients feel more confident when they understand 
what to expect before and after surgery. While recovery timelines vary depending on the type of 
procedure performed, having the right preparation and support can make the healing process much 
smoother. 

Ankle surgery is often a major step toward restoring mobility, reducing pain, and helping patients return to 
the activities they enjoy most. 

Why Ankle Surgery May Be Necessary 

The ankle plays a critical role in nearly every movement we make. Walking, standing, climbing stairs, 
exercising, and participating in hobbies all rely on proper ankle function. When injuries or chronic 
conditions affect the joint, even simple daily tasks can become painful and frustrating. 

Several conditions may require surgical treatment when conservative options no longer provide relief. 
Common ankle conditions treated with surgery include: 

●​ Severe ankle sprains 
●​ Osteoarthritis 
●​ Tendon injuries 
●​ Ligament instability 
●​ Ankle fractures 
●​ Joint damage 
●​ Chronic inflammation 
●​ Ankle arthritis 

Some procedures are minimally invasive, while others involve more extensive reconstruction or joint 
replacement. Because every patient’s condition is different, recovery experiences can vary significantly 
from person to person. 

Our orthopaedic specialists work closely with patients to explain the procedure, recovery timeline, and 
rehabilitation plan before surgery takes place. 

Preparing For Ankle Surgery 



Proper preparation before surgery can make a major difference in both comfort and recovery. Patients are 
encouraged to ask questions and fully understand post-operative instructions before arriving home after 
surgery. 

Planning ahead often includes arranging transportation, organizing medications, preparing meals, and 
creating a comfortable recovery space at home. Since mobility may be limited for several weeks, setting 
up your home in advance can help reduce unnecessary stress after surgery. 

Many patients also benefit from having a trusted friend or family member available during the first few 
days of recovery. Assistance with daily activities, errands, and mobility can make the healing process 
much more manageable. 

At Summit Orthopaedics, we guide patients through every step of preparation so they feel informed and 
supported before surgery day arrives. 

What Happens On Surgery Day? 

Feeling nervous before surgery is completely understandable. Our experienced orthopaedic team 
prioritizes patient comfort, safety, and communication throughout the entire surgical experience. 

Most patients arrive at the surgical facility several hours before their scheduled procedure. During this 
time, the medical team reviews medical history, confirms surgical details, and answers any final 
questions. 

After surgery, patients typically experience temporary grogginess from anesthesia along with swelling and 
discomfort around the ankle. Before returning home, patients receive detailed recovery instructions, 
medication guidance, and follow-up information. 

Since driving is not possible immediately after surgery, patients should arrange for transportation home in 
advance. 

The First Few Days After Surgery 

The first several days following ankle surgery are often the most uncomfortable part of recovery. Rest is 
extremely important during this stage, as the body begins healing from the procedure. 

Swelling management becomes a major focus during early recovery. Patients are typically instructed to: 

●​ Rest frequently 
●​ Elevate the ankle 
●​ Apply ice regularly 
●​ Limit unnecessary movement 
●​ Follow medication schedules carefully 

Staying ahead of pain management is also important. Waiting too long between medications can make 
discomfort harder to control. Many patients find it helpful to have a family member assist with medication 
schedules during the first few days. 



Hydration and nutrition also play a role in recovery. Drinking fluids and eating balanced meals can help 
support healing while minimizing some common post-surgical side effects. 

Understanding The First Week Of Recovery 

The first week after ankle surgery can feel physically and emotionally challenging. Limited mobility often 
forces patients to slow down significantly, which can be frustrating for active individuals. 

During this period, protecting the surgical site is critical. Casts, bandages, braces, or stitches should 
never be removed or adjusted unless instructed by your surgeon. These protective measures help 
stabilize the ankle and reduce infection risks during healing. 

Patients are usually encouraged to avoid placing weight on the ankle until cleared by their orthopaedic 
provider. Crutches, walkers, scooters, or other mobility aids may be necessary during this phase. 

Although progress may feel slow initially, healing continues steadily beneath the surface. 

Nutrition And Hydration During Recovery 

Many patients underestimate how important proper nutrition is after surgery. The body requires additional 
energy, hydration, and nutrients to support tissue repair and reduce inflammation during recovery. 

A balanced diet rich in protein, fiber, vitamins, and hydration can help improve healing while also 
supporting digestion. Pain medications and anesthesia sometimes contribute to temporary digestive 
discomfort, making healthy nutrition especially important during early recovery. 

Foods that support recovery often include: 

●​ Lean proteins 
●​ Fruits and vegetables 
●​ Whole grains 
●​ High-fiber foods 
●​ Plenty of water 

Small lifestyle adjustments during recovery can positively impact comfort and healing progress. 

What To Expect During The First Month 

By the first month after surgery, many patients begin noticing meaningful improvements in pain levels and 
mobility. Follow-up appointments usually occur during this phase to monitor healing, adjust casts or 
braces if necessary, and evaluate progress. 

Depending on the procedure, patients may also begin physical therapy during this stage. Rehabilitation 
exercises are designed to restore flexibility, improve circulation, and gradually rebuild ankle strength. 

Even as pain improves, it remains important to protect the ankle carefully. Overdoing activities too early 
can delay recovery or increase the risk of complications. 



Patients are often encouraged to continue using the well-known recovery method commonly referred to 
as RICE: 

●​ Rest 
●​ Ice 
●​ Compression 
●​ Elevation 

These simple recovery strategies continue to help control swelling and support healing throughout 
rehabilitation. 

The Importance Of Physical Therapy 

Physical therapy is one of the most important parts of long-term ankle recovery. Surgery repairs the 
underlying issue, but rehabilitation helps patients regain proper movement, stability, balance, and strength 
afterward. 

Therapy programs are customized based on the patient’s procedure and recovery progress. Exercises 
may focus on: 

●​ Improving ankle flexibility 
●​ Restoring range of motion 
●​ Strengthening surrounding muscles 
●​ Improving walking mechanics 
●​ Rebuilding balance and coordination 

Consistency with rehabilitation is extremely important. Patients who remain committed to therapy often 
experience better long-term mobility and joint function. 

At Summit Orthopaedics, we work closely with patients throughout rehabilitation to help ensure steady 
progress and safe recovery. 

Recovery Three Months After Surgery 

Recovery timelines vary depending on the type and severity of the ankle condition treated. Some minor 
procedures may heal relatively quickly, while more complex reconstructions may require several 
additional months of rehabilitation. 

By three months post-surgery, many patients continue strengthening exercises and gradually increase 
activity levels under medical guidance. Swelling and stiffness may still occur occasionally, especially after 
increased activity. 

While healing continues, patients should remain mindful of their body’s limits and avoid rushing the 
process. Long-term recovery often depends on patience, consistency, and following professional 
recommendations closely. 

Most importantly, many patients begin experiencing the benefits that made surgery worthwhile — 
improved mobility, reduced pain, and greater confidence during movement. 



Possible Complications To Watch For 

Although complications after ankle surgery are uncommon, patients should still understand the warning 
signs that may require medical attention. Monitoring recovery carefully can help identify problems early 
and support safer healing. 

Patients should contact their orthopaedic provider if they experience: 

●​ Severe or worsening pain 
●​ Fever 
●​ Chest pain 
●​ Difficulty breathing 
●​ Excessive swelling 
●​ Redness or drainage near the incision 
●​ Adverse reactions to medications 

Our team prioritizes patient safety throughout recovery and encourages patients to contact us anytime 
concerns arise. 

Trusted Ankle Surgery Care In Idaho Falls 

Recovering from ankle surgery requires time, patience, and the right support system. With expert surgical 
care and guided rehabilitation, many patients successfully return to daily activities with less pain and 
improved function. 

At Summit Orthopaedics in Idaho Falls, we provide comprehensive care for ankle injuries, arthritis, tendon 
conditions, and chronic joint pain. From your initial consultation through rehabilitation, our experienced 
team is here to support your recovery every step of the way. 

If ankle pain, instability, or limited mobility is affecting your quality of life, contact our office today to 
schedule a consultation and learn more about your treatment options. 

Related Questions 

How long does ankle surgery recovery usually take? 

Recovery timelines vary depending on the procedure, but many patients continue healing and 
rehabilitation for several months after surgery. 

Will I need physical therapy after ankle surgery? 

Yes. Physical therapy is often essential for restoring strength, balance, flexibility, and mobility after 
surgery. 

How can I reduce swelling after ankle surgery? 

Rest, ice, compression, and elevation are commonly recommended to help manage swelling during 
recovery. 



When can I walk normally after ankle surgery? 

Walking timelines depend on the type of surgery performed and your healing progress. Your surgeon will 
provide guidance on weight-bearing activity. 
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