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“Even though

the interior was a
coempletely different
project from the
exteriar, they flow well
and are architecturally
compatible” says the
homecwner.




| have a large family
and my vision was to
have friends and family
over for music, food,
onfires and swings.
-HOMEOWNER
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children. “The soil was unstable.” He adds, “The project was
more than just a backyard design. It was a complete property
transformarion that included a master plan for the entire estare.”

Undaunted by the complicated design and engineering
issues, the entertaining-loving owner explains, *1 have a large
family, and my vision was to have friends and family over for
music, food, bonfires and swings.” The main focus, however, was
somewhere to swim,

Glass tiles from Traly in various shades of blue line a modern
heated pool that is only 4-12 feet deep in the center, the beteer
facilitate swimming laps and lively games of volleyball. “People
think you can't use glass tiles in Chicago, but you can if you're
careful and they are installed correctly,” says Dziurdzik. “The tiles
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give the pool a beautiful shimmer that's almost iridescent when
the sun is setring.”

The pool has a vanishing edge on one side and a tricky-to-
execute wet edge on another where the water level seamlessly
meets the pool deck. A stepped-up section the landscape designer
calls a sun shelf hosts a pair of chaise lounges that sit in a mere 6
inches of water—as well as any cocktail-clutching partygoers in
need of cooling off—along with a spa for 12 that is lined in the
same glass tiles as the pool for continuity. Working closely with
the designer who transformed the interiors of the house, Lauren
Coburn, on some of the choices, a smart low wall of built-in
cubbies neatly stores towels and sandals.

A fountain along the back pool wall dribbles water from a
vinrage gold ornament and engages guests sitting around the fire
pit, while a nearby custom hardwood swing suspended by ropes
comfortably seats four adules. Though the fire pit is only a few
feet away from the pool, “it has a completely different feel,” says
Dziurdzik. “You don't see or hear the pool. There's just the sound
fram a little water fountain. Tt was designed for a quiet respite
from the busy area.”

At the other end of the limestone paved terrace, an elaborate
outdoor kitchen with Viking appliances is ready to serve the 100-plus
guests the owner regularly hosts for Fourth of July and graduation
parties. Nearby, a 20-foot pergola of South American hardwood
provides shade for dinner parties in the sunken dining terrace.
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“Everything that’s on the pocl deck was really well thought

out,” the owner explains, “from the scaling of the project to the
placement of the various amenities.” Other elements include a
custom iron ornamental fence designed for the pool and front stair
railings. “The shapes are whimsical and pick up on architecrural
details throughout the house.” says Dziurdzik.

Carved out from the front lawn is an auro court made
from crushed granite and limestone Dziurdzik
designed, giving visitors and residents alike a
sense of arrival, Old-fashioned Chicago alley
pavers line the driveway, while seasonal
Howers add to the impressive welcome.

But perhaps the most dramatic
change occurred at the very back
of the house. Invasive buckchorn
and an awkward slope were
transformed inte a grass lawn
that is perfect for badminton,
football and barefoort frolicking.

“We recreated a narive prairie
in the backyard,” Deiurdzik says
of the area beyond the pool and
terrace. * The soil was so soggy, there
wasn't much else we could do” In
fact, in some areas, water was 12 inches
below ground. He cleared out about half
an acre of undesirable wooded area, and over
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the next four years replanted thousands of plants that thrive in wet
soil, including cardinal fowers, yvellow fag iris, Virginia bluebells,
asters and Joe Pye weed. “We planted Kentucky coffee, bald cypress
and sugar maple trees. The owner wanted a mixrure of marure and
younger plantings but knew it would be several years before his
vision of a naturalized garden would surface,” Dziurdzik explains.

The landscape designer also added aquatic plantings to a
small pond and a wood-chip path to walk around
the gardens. “Tt was fun deing something with
nature and bringing it to its original state,”
says the homeowner.

Dziurdzik praises the owner for
taking his time to do a thoughtful
renovation. “He wanrted o make it

more inviting for his family, but
he didn't rush to do something
quickly.”

For his part, the owner is
more than happy ro host his
family and children’s friends for
special celebrations, “It’s a very
relaxing environment to entertain

on a large scale when necessary ora
smaller scale just for the family,” he
says. “People have fun with it.” As for
the pool and terrace, you would never
know they haven't always been there. n



The site of the expansive
terrace was once marshy
bogland. Mative plantings
ware incorperated and
preserved as rmuch as
possible into the new desian.,
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Fabric on custom porch
swing and chaises

Teak furniture
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y fire pit

Interiors and custom
eutdoor furniture design
laurencoburn.cen

Mative plant restoration

Upholstery fabric
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Limestone pavers on terrace

Cutdoor kitchen appliances




