
In San Diego, the success of a project is often determined long
before design begins. Entitlement strategy, code alignment, and
regulatory positioning are what ultimately shape feasibility,
timeline, and risk.

This cheat sheet was created to provide a clear, high-level
breakdown of the 2026 Land Development Code updates and
what they mean for development projects across the city. Our
goal is to help you quickly identify where opportunities are
emerging, where constraints may be tightening, and how to
position your projects more strategically from the outset.

At ArchiDev Studio, we approach every project with a code-first
mindset—aligning design with entitlement strategy to reduce
risk and maximize yield.

We hope this resource supports smarter decisions, stronger
underwriting, and more predictable outcomes in your
development pipeline.

— Heather Medina, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB
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WHAT’S INSIDE

Citywide and
Downtown updates,
filtered to high- and
medium-impact
changes.

Each item includes: 
Amendment
number
Update summary 
Developer
considerations
Impact level 
Strategic
opportunities
Affected project
types
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Disclaimer: This cheat sheet provides a high-level overview of proposed 2026 Land
Development Code updates and their potential impact on projects. It is not a
substitute for detailed code review or professional consultation. Final regulations are
subject to change, and project-specific assumptions should be independently verified.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/hmedina-archidevstudio/
https://www.instagram.com/archidevstudio/
https://www.facebook.com/ArchiDevStudio
https://www.youtube.com/@BuildWithHeather



